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Executive Summary

The present report is the fifth National Reporttba implementation of the Convention on Biological
Diversity in and by Belgium. The previous Belgiaatinal Reports were published in 1998, 2001, 2005
and 2009. The report is organised as follows:

Chapter | starts with some information and research resuftsthe importance of biodiversity and
ecosystem services in Belgium. It further providasoverview of the status and trends of biodiverisit
our country, at the species and habitat levels fatakes on threats such as fragmentation, patiuéitben
species and climate change. Information is provittedthe Flemish, Brussels-Capital and Walloon
Regions as well as for the Belgian part of the N&®a.

The geography and geology of Belgium, together Veitig-standing human impact in land use, resuhied i
an amazing diversity of habitat types for a rasreall territory. Not less than 58 of them are tisiie the

EU Habitats Directive. Around 36,300 species ofrotgrganisms, plants, fungi and animals have been
recorded in Belgium and expert extrapolations ssfdfeat the actual number should range between
52,000 and 55,000 species.

In Flanders, at least 7% of formerly recorded sged@re extinct, 19% are endangered and 28% are
vulnerable to near threatendd.Wallonia, 9% of the animal and plant speciesehaveady disappeared
and 31% of the animal and plant species are thredtto disappeain the Brussels-Capital Region, 80
higher plant species, 12 bird species and halhefamphibian species have disappeared. The Belgian
marine area suffers from severe declines in figh@nstaceans, notably in commercial species.

The first part ofchapter Il provides an overview of the country’s strategicuwloents and action plans.

‘Biodiversity 2020, Update of Belgium’'s National r&tegy’ is briefly described and its status of
implementation is discussed. This strategy compiesihe strategic documents developed at the ralgion
level.

In the Flemish Region, the Policy Plan for Envir@mhand Nature 2011-2015 includes a chapter on
biodiversity and nature, and gives a frameworksectoral integration to improve environmental gyali
and to give specific attention to ecosystem sesvite the Walloon Region, the administration for
agriculture, natural resources and the environrhaatadopted a strategic plan with targets andataolis

for the period 2008-2013. It will be renewed in 20IThe Wallonia Nature Network, a progressive
catalogue of concrete and realistic actions, is bé&sng created.

In application of a new global nature legislationdponnance du ler mars 2012 relative a la conséonat
de la naturg, the Brussels-Capital Region has adopted in Sdme 2013 a project of regional nature
plan. This project establishes the Brussels vismnnature at the horizon 2050 and sets up 7 main
objectives for 2020 that are underpinned by a 626aneasures. A public consultation on this proyeas
held at the beginning of 2014.

At the federal level, the government has identifigidrity policies for biodiversity in its FederBlan for
Sustainable Development (2009-2012 (FPSDZ2)). Sxds3, a pre-project of the third plan (FPSD3) is in
preparation which will also include specific mea&suand actions related to biodiversity and ecosyste
services. The federal government has also establiahmaster plan for the management of the Belgian
part of the North Sea.



The second part of the chapter describes the séchmd cross-sectoral integration of biodiversity
enhanced and supported at the regional and feldell It focuses on the initiatives in various rtres
and sectors such as water management, land usgngaconstruction, agriculture and forestry, and i
relation to stakeholders such as business, lothbaties, etc.

The final part focuses more in detail on the fedglan for the sectoral integration of biodiversityfour
key sectors, which was adopted by the federal gonent in 2009. It was elaborated by four multi-
stakeholder committees representing the major @cdtothe field of transport, economy, development
cooperation and science.

Chapter Il reviews the progress made by Belgium towards ®20 2Aichi Biodiversity Targets. It
provides a non exhaustive overview of programsamtihns in relation to key issues such as biodityers
conservation, sustainable use, threats to biodtyeescosystem services, traditional knowledge,efien
sharing and financial resources. It is concludgdabnote in relation to the Millennium Development
Goals and its 2015 Targets.

After the reportappendicesare presented:

- concordance table linking the Aichi targets vilib objectives of the updated National Strategy;
- overview of the Belgian Regional and Thematicdtdroints;

- information on the elaboration process of therep

- list of contributing experts;

- further sources of information.



Preamble

Belgium is a federal state, composed of communéresregions. The power to make decisions is @t th
exclusive prerogative of the federal governmenttiwedederal parliament. The leadership of the tgun
is in the hands of various partners, who indepetigerercise their authority within their domains.

The implementation of the Convention on BiologiBaversity is carried out by the federal government,
the regions, the communities and the local autlesr{provinces and municipalities).

Theregionsare in charge of territorial matters. They hawreifore the greatest amount of responsibilities
on biodiversity-related issues: nature conservafimrest management, agriculture, exploitation atnal
resources, land use and spatial planning, hunfisitgries, etc. They are also in charge of touristmich

is a competence that has been delegated to théhe lmpmmunities.

The federal governmentis the competent body for the biodiversity manageinof the Belgian part of
the North Sea, for the international dimension e tarine environment policy and coordinates the
Belgian external relations with respect to biodsigr(see CCIEP below). It is the federal governtiibat
undertakes the follow-up of trade in threatenectiggeand that takes measures relating to the whde
exotic species.

The communities take care of issues linked to culture, researdhca&ion and public awareness. The
regions and the federal government can also coresetarch and raise public awareness in their own
fields of competence.

The provinces and the municipalitiesplay an important role at the local level, in acdamce with
regional policy.

The coherence of international environmental polidynational level is ensured by a coordination
mechanism composed of representatives from thedkdevernment, the regions and the communities. It
is called theCoordinating Committee for International Environment Policy (CCIEP). This body
functions under the high level authority of theelmininisterial Conference for the Environment (ICE)
Under the CCIEP different committees, conventidatesl or thematic, have been established, sucbras f
Biodiversity, Climate Change, Adaptation to Clim@tieange, Forests, Nature, etc.



Chapter | - Overview of biodiversity status, trends, threats and
implications for human well-being

1. Importance of biodiversity in Belgium

1.1. Context

Biological diversity, or biodiversity, is the tergiven to the variety of life on Earth. The biodisity we
see today is the fruit of billions of years of axidn, shaped by natural processes and, incregsimgthe
influence of humans. It forms the web of life ofielhwe are an integral part and upon which we #g fu
depend.

This diversity is often understood in terms of tide variety of plants, animals and microorganisBrs.
far, about 2 million species have been identifedentists reckon that there are actually abouniliton
species, though estimates range from three to 1006mM

Biodiversity also includes genetic differences withach species, for example between varietiesagfsc
and breeds of livestock. Chromosomes, genes, antl @dtermine the uniqueness of each individual and
each species.

Yet another aspect of biodiversity is the varietgoosystems such as those that occur in deserests,
wetlands, mountains, lakes, rivers, and agricultlaadscapes. In each ecosystem, living creatures,
including humans, form a community, interactinghnoine another and with the air, water, and sotliago
them.

It is the combination of life forms and their iraetions with each other and with the rest of the
environment that has made Earth a uniquely halkitplaice for humans. Biodiversity supports and plays
an important role in the way ecosystems functichiarthe many services they provide.

These services are often grouped into four categoprovisioning services (e.g. food, medicinespayp
regulating services (e.g. climate regulation, wated air purification, pollination), cultural seces (e.g.
recreation and tourism, education, inspiration) andporting services (e.g. water and nutrient oggli
primary production).

1.2. Some studies in Belgium

Research on the importance and value of biodiyeasitl ecosystem services is a rather recent résearc
topic in Belgium. Yet, several studies and repbeage been or are undertaken.

1.2.1. Importance of biodiversity for ecosystenvies

The Flemish Research Institute for Nature and FEquablished a report focussing on biodiversity as a
basis for ecosystem services in Flanders. For eachystem service they addressed, the authorsagave
definition, underlined the contribution of biodiggy, illustrated the interaction between functibna
biodiversity and the ecosystem service, gave theahtrend, and proposed measures to strengthen the
ecosystem service and the underlying biodiversifyne report (in Dutch) is available at:
http://www.inbo.bef/files/bibliotheek/90/240790.pdf




The assessment of the values of green spaces am ad urbanising areas and the values for areas
protected under Natura 2000 highlighted the benefitecosystems for society - see under 1.2.2. and
1.2.3.

The websitehttp://www.natuurwaardeverkenner,bealled the "nature value explorer”, is a caldatat
tool to value ecosystem services and can help emerwho wants to map the socio-economic importance
of ecosystems. The calculated figures inform poiigkers of the gain or loss of welfare resultiranir
the impact of a project or policy on the delivefyeoosystem services.

The University of Namur elaborated a scientificegssnent of the services provided by the ecosysitems
the Walloon Region. It contains among others aogasiphy of the ecosystem services in this parhef t
country. A case study was developed on the monetalye of the forest ecosystem services in the
Walloon Region. Three of them (wood, big game aamtben sequestration) represents together more than
6.5 billion euros. When 14 different ecosystem ey were taken into account, a value of 1,455 euro
was calculated per hectare and per year. The redant French) is available at:
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/download. filg2uploads/rapportsetudes/Dossier¥%20scientifique
%20SE_RW_VF[1].pdf

1.2.2. Importance of protected areas

The Flemish Institute for Technological Researcti e universities of Antwerp and Ghent investidate
the value of the Natura 2000-network in FlandefrgeyTfound out that the 166,000 hectares of pradecte
areas in Flanders had among others the followimgfits: more than 34 million tons of GGtored each
year, 4,000 to 8,000 tons of fine dust eliminatexnf the air each year, 16 million m3 of water pedf
each year and a gain of 2100 healthy life yeansgfmut 1.8 million people), between 26 and 43ianill
visitors yearly. The experts concluded that theukaR000-areas in Flanders have a total value 6f 80
million to 1.2 billion euro for society. And this still an underestimation given the fact that drilyof the
known 36 ecosystem services were taken into accolné report (in Dutch) is available at:
http://www.natuurenbos.be/nl-
BE/Natuurbeleid/Natuur%20en%20Natura%202000/NaR680/Waarom/Voordelen.aspx For  the
summary in English:
http://www.natuurenbos.be/~/media/Files/Themas/N@Natura%202000/abstract%20estimate%20benef
its%20Natura%202000%20-%20EN.pdf

1.2.3. Importance of biodiversity in the city

The Flemish Agency for Nature and Forests launamethventory of the benefits of green in the citge
inventory identified not less than 14 ecologicadcial and economical benefits: climate mitigation,
climate adaptation, air quality, noise mitigatiomater management, human fitness and health, city
agriculture, social cohesion, recreation and tourisature education, biomass, better housing agiuehi
estate values, attractiveness to businesses. Teatory also shows the high costs when there is not
enough city green. Full report and summary, both iDutch, are available at:
http://www.natuurenbos.be/nl-BE/Natuurbeleid/Grdevesteer%20in%20groen.aspx

1.2.4. Some other valuation and related studies

An example of an economic valuation study of a takis the one carried out on the value of the
Heverleebos-Meerdaalwoud in 2000. Putting togethierct values (economic use: wood, mushrooms,
other forest products, hunting permits, drinkableter, recreation, ...), indirect values (ecologigaé:
carbon sequestration, pollution break down, nosmiption, mitigation of erosion, habitat for fausrad
flora, ...), optional values (such as tourism) axistential values (intact natural landscapes, earé
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threatened species, aesthetics, ...) led to ayytsdl value of more than 24 million euro for tiasest of
2,000 ha, equalling more than 12,000 euro per feenad per year. A Dutch summary of this study is
available athttp://www.econ.kuleuven.be/ete/downloads/SUMMARY.INA1.pdf.

Other examples of related research projects are HRE3H (ECOsystem services of FRESHwater
systems, http://www.belspo.be/belspo/ssd/science/projeatdfesh.e.pdf final report:
http://www.belspo.be/belspo/ssd/science/ReportsiEHRIESH FinRep 2012 AD 2.9df ECOPLAN
(Planning  for Ecosystem Services, a conference wdseld on  31.05.2013:
http://www.ua.ac.be/main.aspx?c=*ECOBE&Nn=76R3¥OTES (Valuation Of Terrestrial Ecosystem
Services in a multifunctional peri-urban spadettp://www.votes-project.je The latter project
investigates how the values of ecosystem servicedikely to change under different scenarios. The
issues of trade-offs, transfer, communication aisttidution of ecosystem services are examined unde
economic, social and environmental perspectivesh whie local community and stakeholders.
Development of new and/or adaptations to existiolgcp instruments is suggested, which implement the
developed methodology into decision-making procgesse

1.3. Belgian community of practice on ecosystem seces

Given the importance assigned to the subject, aji&®lcommunity of practice was launched on
ecosystem services (Aprii 2012). The Belgium Ectmsys Services (BEES) Community
(http://www.beescommunity.be/gnis an open and flexible network that interfacetween different
societal actors. The BEES community is open t@aténtially interested organizations (policy, besis,
NGO'’s, science, consultancy, civil society,...). lasvamong others set up as a result of the BEES
(BElgium Ecosystem Services) cluster of the Belgarence Policy and the project 'BEIgium Ecosystem
Services - A new vision for society—nature inte@w’ (final report available on:
http://www.belspo.be/belspo/SSD/science/ReportalRieport BEES%20ML.pJif

The BEES Community has the following objectives:

« Develop ecosystem services concepts, tools andiggadhat help to adapt human activity and
clarify ecosystem thresholds in order to presedneeatctual and potential well-being of present and
future generations; and to stop ecosystem anduagsity degradation, and improve their status.

« Develop mainstreaming & policy tools to promote thiegration of ecosystem services concepts
in policy and management, business and society.

« Facilitate capacity building, exchange of expertieel experience: including methodologies and
transfer of knowledge on Belgian ecosystem servicgsolicy and share the needs from policy
makers on this issue, to enable involvement of iBalgactors in national and international
initiatives and build the capacity to conduct assemnts of ecosystem services.

* Provide overviews of state of the art knowledge laest practices

On 27.04.2012, a conference on The Economics ofystems & Biodiversity in Belgium was organised
in Brussels. The programme and presentations aagable athttp://www.teebelgium.be/page/show/7
The themes and presentations of previous workshopare available at
http://www.teebelgium.be/page/show/4




2. Status of biodiversity

2.1. Species status

The Belgian diversity of life forms comprises ardu86,300 recorded species of micro-organisms, glant
fungi and animals. However, expert extrapolatiomggest that the actual number should range between
52,000 and 55,000 species. Bacteria and blue-galgge are not included in these numbers. Roughly
6,000 species of bacteria are known worldwide, thig is supposed to be only a fraction of the real
number. As many bacteria species are cosmopolitagssume that at least a few thousand of thenr occu
in Belgium. In addition, some 300 species of blueeg algae have been found in Belgium, and many
more are expected to be discovered. Hence, thé nataber of species living in Belgium probably
amounts to over 55,000 species. This figure excakkgsevious estimates.

Our knowledge of the taxa is unbalanced. The baesetvk are the vascular plants (flowering plants,
conifers, ferns, horsetails, quillworts and clubsesy, bryophytes, macro-algae and macro-lichens,
vertebrates (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds ar@mnmmals), carabids (ground beetles), butterflies, a
dragon- and damselflies. They are often used tenmid and justify conservation measures and many
species are well-known bio-indicators. Yet theyrespnt less than 4% of the species living in Befgiu
Obviously, expanding our knowledge of the remain@8$0 of organisms would improve, refine and
optimise Belgian conservation policies and actions.

Table 1. Overview of animal species numbers in Bebg(Biodiversity in Belgium, 2003) as an examplettoe
discrepancy between observed and expected numbepsdes.

Animals Number of observed Total species number
species in Belgium expected in Belgium
sponges, chidarians, ... 77 250
flatworms 670 1500
nematodes 545 2 500
annelids 330 600
other worm groups 81 240
arachnids and pycnogonids 1713 2 000
insects 17 295 25 000
myriapods 97 160
crustaceans 774 1250
molluscs 311 370
other invertebrates 429 1 300
vertebrates 449 460

2.2. Habitats status

The geographical and geological characteristid@adgium, together with long-standing human impact i
land use, resulted in an amazing diversity of lebifor such a small territory, many of which afe o
European importance (no less than 58 of them stexlin the EU Habitats Directive).

The main vegetation types found in Belgium are digmiis and conifer forests, grasslands, heathlands,
peat bogs, wetlands, lakes and rivers, and madasystems in the North Sea. The distribution os¢he
varies from region to region. For example, abo8f the forested areas are found in the southarn p
of the country. On the other hand, northern Belgiamoted for its semi-natural grasslands, wetlands
heathlands and coastal dunes.
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It is difficult to give precise numbers on the veg®n cover at the national level. More precistada
available for those habitats listed under the EeaopUnion’s Habitats Directive. In Belgium, 58 Hats
types are protected under the Habitats Directivee Table below presents the 15 most frequent ones,
based on the total area and the number of occwsdandhe country. The sign * indicates priorityolat
types for conservation.

Table 2. Fifteen most frequent habitats in Belgiimiowing the EU Habitats Directive (Biodiversity iBelgium,

2003).
Code |Habitat
1110 | Sandbanks which are slightly covered by ssaall the time
4010 | Northern Atlantic wet heaths wirtica tetralix
4030 | European dry heaths
6410 | Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or gajle-laden soils folinion caeruleag
6430 | Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities tdips and of the montane to alpine levels
6510 | Lowland hay meadowAlppecurus pratensi$Sanguisorba officinalis
9110 | Luzulo-Fagetum beech forests
9120 Atlantic acidophilous bgech forests with llex amdnetimes also Taxus in the shrublayer (Querciootieb
petraeae or llici-Fagenion)
9130 | Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests
9150 | Medio-European limestone beech forests o€gghalanthero-Fagion
9160 | Sub-Atlantic and medio-European oak or oakimeam forests of th@arpinion betuli
9180 | * Tilio-Acerion forests of slopes, screes aadnes
9190 | Old acidophilous oak woods wifjuercus robuion sandy plains
91D0 | * Bog woodland
91EO0 | * Alluvial forests withAlnus glutinosaandFraxinus excelsiof(Alno-Padion Alnion incanaeSalicion albag

2.3. Protected areas: the Natura 2000 network in Bgium

Natura 2000 supports an ecosystem approach foiveisity conservation, i.e. the integrated manageme
of land, water and living resources that promotasservation and sustainable use in an equitable way
The Natura 2000 network comprises the ‘Specialdetamn Areas’ (SPA) designated under the EU Birds
Directive and the ‘Sites of Community Importanc8(() under the EU Habitats Directive.

Designating the sites is just the first stage ittirse up the Natura 2000 network. Each site willthe
subject of a designation order which specifiesftlewing, backed up by maps: (i) the perimetersheaf
sites, (i) the intended species or habitats whacl present there, (iii) the objectives of the wacti
management system to be put in place, and (ivindsens suggested to reach them.

11



Table 3. Surface of Natura 2000 in the Brusselsit@aRegion, Flemish Region, Walloon Region and Bedgian

part of the North Sea (updated in 2013).

territory (ha) Natura 2000
surface (ha) % of the territory
Brussels 16 200 2 375 14.7%
Flanders 1 352 200 166 382 12.3%
Wallonia 1684 400 220 945 13.1%
Belgian part of 346 200 124 929 34.2%
the North Sea
Total 3 399 000 514 571 15.1%

(1) When including the Flemish Ecological Networlqich is covered by a similar to more strict protexlegal
framework, the total surface comes to 193 268 lbl@n3% (areas belonging to the Natura 2000 netasnkell as
to the Flemish Ecological Network are only countede).

2.3.1. Flemish Region

In 2005 a 2% Special Protection Area under the Birds Directives designated in the port area of
Zeebrugge: Baai van Heist, bringing the total stefeo 98,243 ha (ca 7.3% of the surface of Flanders
giving focus to 28 breeding bird species and 26-maeding bird species of annex | of the Birds
Directive. On 15 February 2008 the Flemish Govemnagproved 2 additional zones under the Habitats
Directive: the water zone of the estuary of theidnd of the estuary of the Schelde. In 2012 theean
expansion of the SCI site 'Uiterwaarden langs daeblirgse Maas en Vijverbroek. Taking into account
these additions the 38 SCI sites under the Haltaesctive cover now a surface of 105,022 ha (7@&%
the surface of the Flemish region), giving focugtiohabitat types and 59 species of the annex#seof
Habitats Directive. The total surface of Natura @06 Flanders covers 166,322 ha or 12.3% of the
surface. 37.7% of the Flemish Ecological Networkiigated within the Natura 2000 network.

An Executive Law of 2004 on site-based managem@milates general measures for Natura 2000 sites
concerning conservation, management aspects argyatiem issues. For each of the sites a Nature
Objectives Plan has to be developed highlightirgabjectives for the habitats and species conceandd
indicating possible measures for restoration andagament. The development of the site specificsplan
Is carried out in consultation with land owners asdrs and relevant local authorities. Draft plaresalso

put in public consultation before final approvahggd on the experience the procedure is shown timobe
complex and is now being revised. A new Executigerlgiving the procedures for the formal designation
of the sites and the development and adoption efsike specific conservation objectives has been
approved in May 2009.

- Establishment of the conservation objectives@ggignation of the SCI

* legal and policy framework: Executive law of thEemish Government of 3 april 2009 'on the procedur
for the designation of special areas of consermaitd the establishment of conservation objectives'

For each habitat and species of European importiecebjectives on the regional level of Flandeesev
determined in the regional conservation objectif@d$HD). The G-IHD indicate when a specific species
or habitat in Flanders reaches a favorable contenvatatus and what areas are essential for thas g
This is when for a species the area, the populdaiima and the quality of the habitat or for a hathiype,
the total area and quality is sufficiently largegmod enough to survive in a sustainable way. THEIG
were approved by the Flemish Government on July2@30.

Based on the G-IHD the site specific objectivedHB) were developed, scientifically screened and
brought in consultation with stakeholders and &ct@n the basis of the S-IHD, the priority meastioes
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each site were established and integrated in di#¢ designation acts. End of 2012 the S-IHD and
designation acts for all 38 SCI and overlapping Si@Ased the 1st principle adoption by the Flemish
Government and were submitted to the formal adyisouncils.

For the protection and management of species abh@gutive law for species protection was adopted
15" May 2009 that includes horizontal measures for tf@nagement and protection of species with
specific attention to species of European intefest.the development of species protection prograsnan
format, procedure and prioritization of species wapared.

* consultation process: an extensive consultatioth participation process was set up with all reitva
actors, both the socio-economic groups that angeaat the open space in the ‘IHD-discussion group’
(agriculture, nature management, hunting, land osyneconomic sectors and forest managers) and the
relevant authorities in the ‘IHD-project group’. Emable the socio-economic actors to participatdén
consultation process in a professional manneruress were also provided for capacity-building wath
each participating organization. The frameworktfe consultation process in the IHD-discussion grou
was set out in a letter of intent that was sigme@d09 by all organizations involved.

http://www.natura-2000.be/overlegproces

http://www.natuurenbos.be/nl-BE/Natuurbeleid/Natdatura 2000/In_samenwerking.aspx

- Policy and management in relation to Natura 2000

The implementation of the conservation objectivellatura 2000 is one of the three strategic prejett
the Agency for Nature and Forests ANB. The existitgiruments were evaluated by the Mina Council
(Advisory Board of target groups) and, where nemgsroposals for changes for a more effective and
more efficient implementation are being prepared.

In the various processes of the ANB policy priodtyention is given to the conservation objectisad
Natura 2000:

* The management of nature and forest areas lodatéthtura 2000 is further tuned to achieving the
conservation objectives. The surface with an apgtananagement plan in Natura 2000 came the end of
2012 to 40.916 ha, about 25% of the total areaaifitd 2000. All existing management plans are being
screened and where needed the focus on the cotiseradjectives will be enhanced. Besides a new
approach has been developed for multifunctionalagament with an integrated management plan for
larger areas together with several landowners aadagers and a division of tasks in realisation of
objectives and appropriate stimulating policies.

For the concrete guidance of measures on site &-wemdum on management measures was in
collaboration with the INBO.

* For acquisition of land priority is given to aseavith vulnerable nature values and areas located i
Natura 2000. In the period 2007-2012 a surface 849 ha was purchased whereby the total areandf la
owned by ANB came to 37.335 ha of which 63% is tedan Natura 2000.

* Protection provisions: For the screening of potg/plans with potential impact on Natura 2000 an
overall approach was developed to make ' the apptepassessment ' more tailored and more accessibl
For this purpose, the development of an on-linesgreening system was initiated.

* Nature development projects are initiated tooestand extend natural values and develop infretstrel

for public access. Of the 24 selected projectdestaduring the reporting period about 50% of thalto
surface of the project areas (ca 9400 ha) is lddat&latura 2000.
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* Cooperation: for the realisation of Natura 2008e testablishment of cooperation with other
Governments and stakeholders is crucial. In thendkgork of the IHD-process the establishment of
engagements with the various actors was initisdfgdsting cooperation programmes provide the example
of good practices, such as:

-with the Ministry of Defense: with the managemehfNatura 2000 on military domains the investment
of the project Danah is continued on a long terttp://www.DANAH.be

-with the authority of the port of Antwerp and th&sO Natuurpunt a site specific species protection
programme for the Antwerp port area was establis@®11:http://www.portofantwerp.com/nl/natuur

The objective is to preserve and manage up to S5#teoport area, about 600 ha, as suitable halbitahé&
species of European importance.

-in collaboration with the public administrationsnepetent for the management of waterways, roads and
railways attention is given to solve bottlenecks cionnectivity so that measures that contribute to
connection between Natura 2000 and other natureferes$t areas are integrated in the projects or
management programmes of infrastructure.

- Life-Nature projects under theme ‘Nature’ areriited for the realization the sustainable recowary
habitats and species of European importance ancbuament of the landscape and the public access of
Natura 2000 sites. In addition, these projectsaése important for the development of cooperatidth w
partners in the region and in neighbouring coust{@overnments, NGOs, municipalities, provinces,
local associations, private owners) and for awagmaising and communication regarding Natura 2000
and biodiversity conservation. Thanks to this e@ficing projects specialized equipment could akso b
purchased and expertise built up in restoring amshaging Natura 2000 habitats that are often very
vulnerable or that need large-scale overdue managenm the reporting period 10 new LIFE projeds f
actions in Natura 2000 in Flanders were approved.

http://www.natuurenbos.be/nl-BE/Over-ons/Projeaspx

http://www.natuurenbos.be/nl-
BE/Natuurbeleid/Natuur/Natura 2000/Geen_verre_toetmuziek/Life_en_Interreg.aspx

http://www.natuurpunt.be/nl/natuurbehoud/natura3.a3px

*in the scientific research priority attention wgisen to enhancing knowledge on habitats and spetfi
European interest and the conservation objectas@sntific basis for the determination and evabrabf
regional objectives G-IHD and site objectives S-|Hiethodology for a calibration model to optimibe t
distribution of the objectives over the various INat 2000 sites and to evaluate effects of the
implementation of the objectives on socio-econopnmcesses; development of an on-line system for the
pre-screening of the appropriate assessment; Hicidydsis for the determination of reference valfer
main effects groups; basis to use population-genptinciples for the analysis of bottlenecks on
connectivity between areas and to determine fawbeingference values; cost-benefit analysis of iatu
2000; development of plans and methodology fomtibaitoring of habitats and species .

* Monitoring and reporting: "Nature report 2007:af& of nature in Flanders: data for policy" gives a

comprehensive reporting of the conservation statog the trends of habitats and species. For the
following reporting in 2019 a more focused monitgriis being developed, priorities and inventory

networks are determined and methodologies are wWarlsée
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* Communication: For the general communication atu¥a 2000 and about the process for establishing
the conservation objectives an online newslettes waveloped — http://www.natuurenbos.be/nl-
BE/Natuurbeleid/Natuur/Natura_2000/Nieuwsbrief.aspx

The preparation of an umbrella website Natura 2086 initiated in collaboration with the INBO.

2.3.2. Walloon Region

There are 240 SCI in the Walloon Region, coveri2,244 ha, equivalent to 13% of the Region. The
network is based on the hydrological network anchésrly 70% forest (31% of Walloon forests).
Grassland, fallow land and orchards on the one ,hand crops on the other, occupy 16% and 2%
respectively of the total network, but represestléhan 5% of agricultural land. The Walloon Region
hosts 44 habitat types, of which 10 priority typ#8] bird species and 31 other animal and plartiepe
listed in the annexes of the directives.

All of the 240 SCI are subject to general meas(h&x\W dated 24.03.2011). Furthermore, as far as each
SCI will be designated to SAC (covered by a degignaorder), it will be subject to specific measire
(AGW dated 19.05.2011) according to the charadiesiof the habitats and species. The designation
orders have been approved for an initial batch sft&s covering just over 3,600 ha. A new adoption
process for designation orders has been finalirethauary 23rd 2014 for 52 SAC covering 21,852 ha.

http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/natura-2000. " C=829

http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/accueil.htmI?1BE€

http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpamide, m588bb,default,1&m588bbalias=Natura-2000-
network 1&m588bbreturnid=46&page=46

2.3.3. Brussels-Capital Region

The EU Commission has approved the list of Nat@@02sites proposed for the Brussels-Capital Region
in December 2004. Brussels is currently workingttom official designation of those sites, includihg
definition of conservation objectives, accordinghe new regional legislatiomidonnance du ler mars
2012 relative a la conservation de la natureach site (48) will be covered by a manageméan fhat
aims to reach the defined objectives.

2.3.4. Belgian part of the North Sea

As mentioned above, the Federal authorities arepetent for the environmental policy in the Belgian
part of the North Sea.

In 2005 (Royal Decree of 14 October 2005) threeciap®rotection Areas (SPAs) were designated in the
Belgian part of the North Sea: SBZ1 (in front of ttoast of Koksijde): 110.1 km2, SBZ2 (in fronttbé
coast of Oostende): 144.80 km? and SBZ3 (in frdnZeebrugge): 50.95 km?, as well as two Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs): Trapegeer Stroomba8&k,20 km? and Vlakte van de Raan, 19.17 km>.
By Royal Decree of 6 March 2006, a strict marirgeree (Gericht marien reservaaBaai van Heist, was
designated. These marine protected areas (MPA® s&dected on the basis of a scientific study edrri
out by the MUMM (Royal Belgian Institute of Natur&tiences, RBINS) and the Research Institute for
Nature and Forest (INBO). Following a complaintiagathe designation of the Vlakte van de Raan as
SAC, on the ground that the designation of thews#e not scientifically underpinned, the Councioéte
nullified in 2008 the designation of the Vlakte vda Raan as SAC. However, the site is still on the
European list of Sites of Community Importance.id3oplans for the marine protected areas have been
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drawn up by the competent authority and have bepmosed by the State Secretary in charge of the
marine environment.

The EU-Habitats Directive also applies to the Esile Economic Zone. Hence the Special Area of
Conservation 'Vlaamse Banken' (1,099 km2) was dasigl (Royal Decree of 16 october 2012). This new
site includes the previously designated Trapegéeo®bank area and covers a part of the territorial
waters and the EEZ. Thanks to the designationeB#HC 'Vlaamse Banken', one third of the Belgiamn pa
of the North Sea is now integrated in the Natur@02@etwork.

3. Trends in biodiversity

3.1. Trends in species

Percentage of threatened species, by region (last evaluation available in 2011)

70 %

B sccium B FLANDERS wattona [l BRUSSELS B HORTH SEA
60 % |- é

40%

il

MAMMALS REPTILES AMPHIBIANS BIRDS FISHES INVERTEBRATES BUTTERFLIES PLANTS

Figure 1. Species status in Belgium, Flanders, &l Brussels and the Belgian part of the North Be2011
(Source: Statistics Belgiumhitp://statbel.fgov.be/fr/statistiques/chiffres/@onnement/diversite _biologigye/

Detailed monitoring and thorough comparisons of adtlection and observation data with more recent
ones show that many species are in decline or baga disappeared. It can be estimated roughly that
between 20% and 70% of the species are threatemwatgin group of organism, depending on the group
and the region of the country:

* In Flanders, at least 7% of formerly recorded sgea@re extinct. Of the remaining assessed
species, 17% are endangered to critically endadgeand 29% are vulnerable to near threatened,
only 52% are considered safe or at low risk (for @%4he assessed species, data are insufficient to
define a status).

* In Wallonia, 9% of the animal and plant speciesehaveady disappeared and 31% of the animal
and plant species are threatened to disappear.

* In the Brussels-Capital Region, 80 higher plantcs®e (out of the ca. 580 indigenous ones
recorded before 1950), 12 bird species (out of 188) half of the amphibian species have
disappeared.

e The initial assessment of the Belgian marine waf@fd2) describes the current state of the
marine habitats and species. The area covereceliyalgian part of the North Sea (BPNS) is part
of a larger marine area, affected by sea currantsas such no clear statement should be made on
the state of the population size of species irBRBS. Commercial fish species are assessed on a
EU-level. An increase of invasive species has hdentified over the years and some of these
invasive species are fairly well inventoried (cacgtans, molluscs, ...). The quality of the strectur
and function of sandbanks and biogenic reefs haea hffected by bottom-disturbing activities.
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The trends in the species listed in the EU Habétsctive have been evaluated within the framewairk

the Article 17 reporting of the Habitats Directivlor the period 2008-2013, (see also
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/be/eu/artl7/envucilyPlie main goal of the Habitats Directive is toimbain

a ‘favourable’ conservation status of selected iggethat are assumed to be endangered or rare and
Europe should play an important role in their constton. The evaluation of the conservation stagus
based on four criteria set down by Europe. Thesdlar range of the species, its distribution, the of

its population and its future prospects.

The overall results for the species of Europeaerést in Belgium (fig. 2) show that 43% have a bad
conservation status, 26% an inadequate status3dalfavourable status. For 12% of the specieg tlker
not enough information. Fig. 3 shows the conseowagtatus trend of these species in our country.

T ——

Figure 2. Overall assessment of the conservatmsbf the 85 species of European interest iniBelgbased on
the Article 17 reporting of the Habitats Directifee the period 2008-2013).

Figure 3. Overall trend in conservation statushef85 species of European interest in Belgium (basethe Article
17 reporting of the Habitats Directive for the per2008-2013).
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More detailed and more precise information is adéd for each region of Belgium and the North Sea.
For all of them, nature and environment reports @mpiled using European headline biodiversity
indicators.

3.1.1. Flemish Region

Figure 4 illustrates thepecies statusn the Flemish Region, based on validated RedsLiBe status of
1,909 species (ca. 5% of all species occurringanders) has currently been documented. Knowledge o
the status of Flemish biodiversity is strongly kididowards vascular plants, the status of whichbleas
described for 58-70%. The status of invertebram®ains largely undocumented, with the status
descriptions only available for 2% of the speclesm the species assessed, 7% have recently become
regionally extinct and 24% have been listed asatlereed (critically endangered, endangered or
vulnerable). Butterflies are among the most threadewith 29% categorized as extinct and 27% as
critically endangered, endangered or vulnerableelatively large number of the fish and lampreys,
grasshoppers and crickets, amphibians and repmilesthreatened as well. Among vascular plants,
breeding birds, waterbugs and dragonflies, a smallenber of species was listed as extinct or terezd.
Red List data of fungi, mammals, ants, spidersjcbdopodids and empidids are excluded from this
analysis due to a lack of sufficient actual data.

species
number
Water bugs 62 H regional extinct
Vascular plants 1104 ® critically
endangered
Grashoppers and Crickets 39 B endagered
Fish and Lampreys 42 M vulnerable
Dragonflies and Damselflies 58 W near threatened
Caribids 352 H least concern
Butterflies 68 m data deficient
Breeding birds 162 M not evaluated
Amphibians and Reptiles 22
OI% ZEIJ% 4(;% 6(;% 8(I]% 100%

Figure 4. Species status in the Flemish Regio®kBZSource: Research Institute for Nature andg$tore
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=657&id_structuur=y1

The ‘Common birds indeX is calculated as the trend abundance of foresmiand and other common
birds in Flanders. The farmland bird indicator greg sharply between 1990 and 2000-2002. This declin
continued in the period 2000-2002 until 2007. Betw@007-2012 the decline was less pronounced. The
decline is related to the intensification of agltiare.

On average, the trend of common forest birds sh@wsentinual increase. This is the result of a more

natural tree and shrub vegetation and structutiedriorest. The other common birds of differentitzdb,
especially a lot of habitat generalists, still Ease.
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Figure 5. Trend abundance of forest, farmland andhero breeding birds in Flanders,
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportaji?detail=715&id_structuur=71&id_categorie=-
1&lang=en&jump=yes

The general decline of the birds of agriculturériked to the intensification and expansion in agiture.
Measures to stop this decline, like measures takéin the scope of CAP, proved to be applied dara

too small scale. However, a recent INBO study shibthat some of these measures can possibly be very
useful. The general progress of the woodland bggsobably mainly due to the concern of the fagest
sector for nature and a more natural tree and shpalties composition and structure, the increased
tolerance in regard of standing dead wood and atdes to be. All these measures lead to increfaset
supply and nesting.

Population targets haven been formulated for 19tesimg waterbird species which occur in
internationally important numbers in Flanders. Whemparing average numbers during the last five
winters to these target values (fig. 6), we canchate that population goals are met for seven sgeci
Numbers of four species are just below the tard@is8 species, there is a rather large gap betaeteal
numbers present and population goals. Most of tehowed a clear negative trend during the last 10
years. Trends of migrating waterbirds are oftereheined by a combination of different factors. For
many species the Flemish trend reflects the chaingthe European population. There are also inangas
signs that recently, large scale changes are tgkae, mainly under the influence of changing alien
Milder winters mean that many species can shottein migration route and can overwinter furtherthor
(and resulting in lower wintering numbers in FlargeBut local and/or regional factors within Flansl
are important for observed population changes Toe. trends in Flanders for common teal, pintail and
common pochard have been strongly influenced bjogmal changes in the Scheldt estuary which has
had a big impact in the numbers of waterbirds stapmver in this area. It is believed that nature
development and restoration projects could helpeigerse negative trends, as has been successfully
demonstrated in several areas during the last years
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Figure 6. Distance to population goals of wintenvaferbird species (Flemish Research InstitutéNéture and
Forest).

Population targets have been formulated forb&3ding bird species 27 of the Annex | of the Birds
Directive (27) and one internationally importanéesies, lesser black-backed gull. When comparin@@or
yearly monitored species the numbers of breediirg plaring the period 2007-2012 to the target nuisibe
(fig. 7), we can conclude that population goalsrast for three species. For another three the goails

met in one or two years during the six year periéor. 14 species however, there is still a large gap
between actual numbers and the goals. Five ofdhmining seven species have larger populations that
are not monitored each year. Their average numblereeding pairs for the period 2007-2012 compared
to the target number suggests that the target isognéour of them. Two species which have poputatio
goals but are still irregular or very scarce bregdee still between 90 and 100% away of their goal
Some forest breeding species seem to do ratherltsllhowever clear that for most of the othegdps,
although some of them are slowly increasing in newspthe population is actually depleted or too low
and there is still a long way to go. For most aénth) nature development and large nature restoration
projects could help to reverse negative trendgdriicular species with large homeranges are dften
need of a better general quality of their environmé\dditionally, increasing the quality of mosaic
farmland landscapes should be another importaritfigothe future.

20



200

150

100

Distance to target (%)
()
o

o
I

50

-100

wisiug e
weig

uoteH JUBIN

1163 e

HI0IS SIUM
Ilquoods

JBLUeH ysiep
ayeln papods

1ns pebuim-yoeg
1800AY

18A0|d Usnusy
|INS Uueaue.Llpaly
we | yompues
ula] uowwod
wal o
ayeloulon

8YUYS paxoeg-pay
uooled auubalag

1IN payoeg-yoe|g Jessa]
Ja30adpoop papods aIpPIN

Figure 7. Distance to population goals of breediind species (Flemish Research Institute for Na&ume Forest).

The conservation status of species of European interebis been evaluated as part of the reporting
requirements for the EU Habitats Directive, under Article 17 Report (2007-2012). The main goal of
the Habitats Directive is to maintain a ‘favouraldenservation status of selected species. Thessesp
are assumed to be endangered and Europe shouldrplayportant role in their conservation. Generally
these are species living in specific habitats. &eluation of the conservation status is basedoon f
criteria set down by Europe. These are the popuaif the species, its distribution, the statea®habitat
and its future prospects. In Flanders, only ninecss (three amphibians, one fish and five batsg lza
favourable conservation status. For more thandfatfie species (32) the conservation status is podr
for nine species (16%) the status is inadequ&ie.10 species there was insufficient data to atalu
their status. Compared with 2007, the conservatiatus of 14 species improved, but at the samettime
situation for 17 species deteriorated (fig. 8).

21



_ Favourable

Inadequate

—sad

Unknown

Figure 8. Evaluation of the conservation statuspecies (partim, no birds) of European interestlamders (2013).
For each category there is information on the numifespecies that improves (+), deteriorates (emains
unchanged (=) or when the trend is not known (x).

Other species-based indicators for Flanders caohsulted on-line (in English) at the following URL
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportgi?detail=700&id structuur=23&id categorie=-
1&lang=en&jump=yes

3.1.2 Walloon Region

In Wallonia, thespecies conservation statugs poor for 2/5 of the species in the monitoredugs
(mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, anfligs, butterflies, ladybirds, beetles, vascuylamts
and non vascular cryptogamous). All groups comhir®dds of the species that were examined run the
risk of disappearing in Wallonia and close to 9%eéhalready disappeared. Among bats, fish, reptiles,
butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies, more thaif of species are in an unfavourable situatibime
conservation status of any given species is thaltres a combination of factors such as habitats
fragmentation, incidence of pollution, disruptiar@ised by invasive exotic species... The objective

of halting the loss of biodiversity for 2010, as aé European level, has also been written dowtinén
2009-2014 Regional Policy Declaration. This objeetias not been reached yet and supplementary
measures have to be put in place.
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Figure 9. Species status in the Walloon Region 1&u SPW - DGO3 - DEMNA,
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.php ke, m588bb,default,1&m588bbalias=Conservatiotustaf-
species 2&m588bbreturnid=46&page¥46

During the last two centuries, 172 nestiigl specieshave been observed in the Walloon Region, 149 of
which have been subjected to a recent evaluati@hspecies are not threatened, 39 species arédieea
and 4 species are extinct. In comparison with ttexipus evaluation (1997), 23 species have a better
status (some due to a more sensitive methodologye vthe status of 16 species deteriorated (fig. 9)
About 64% of the threatened species are linkegpem@and aquatic habitats. This situation is paltig to

the fact that the surface of heathlands, fens amdstands is rather restricted in the Walloon Regio
Within agricultural zones, only few nesting sitasdaalimentary resources are available all year ,long
hence creating unfavourable conditions for farmlanbirds. For more information:
http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/oiseaux.html|?1BT37.

A detailed analysis indicates that 52% of the 1Dtlied species diutterflies in the Walloon Region are
threatened or extinct (fig. 10). The analysis akows that the expanding species are the more cammo
ubiquitous or flexible species, while numerous rapecies with strict ecological demands are in
regression. The disappearance, alteration and &atstion of habitats, as a consequence of inapitepr
urbanisation, agricultural and sylvicultural praes, are the main reasons for this regression.
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Statut de conservation des papillons de jour en Région wallonne (zo08)

Par catégorie d'habitats* Tous habitats confondus
100% — — — — R _ — _ 18 %

QU%%

I
8% —
0% —

I
60 % —

50%:—

0% — . L Lo - |y -
I
i
% T - - - Fillsa - ik - Nombre d'espéces :
20 % :_ — — — L, — IS Ry — Bl non menacées a court terme (LC) - —1
| E i i 'Etre menacées (NT) —— e e el
0% L o - B | - | [# o [ & la limite d'&tre menacées (NT) 7
! vulnérables (VU) 7
0% B en danger (EN)- - cooeemmeems e e g
Tourblgreset  Friches n=3)  Pelouses Pralries Landes et Foréts Prairies "
bas-marals calcalres humides pelouses feulliues mésophiles Il endanger critique (CR)---—- o e qg
n=3) (n=33) n=12) acides (n=2) (n=26) malgres n=4) B éteintes (RE) — B S 18
n =nombre d'espéces de papillons de jour Total = 101
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*Seules les espéces nettement attachées 2 un habitat sont prises en compte. Une espéce peut apparaitre dans plusieurs catégories d'habitats.
TBE 2010 - Source : SPW - DGO3 - DEMNA

Figure 10. Conservation status of butterfly spetigdhe Walloon Region (Source: Département deitiEtdu Milieu
naturel et agricole,
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpAwide, m787b7 default,1&m787b7what=fiches&m787 b %5t
atut-de-conservation-des-papillons-de-jour&m787hiréed=40&page=4

According to the Article 17 Report for the Habitddrective, the conservation status of ‘species of
European interest’ was deemed to be unfavourabl@3d% of the species in the Continental Region. 67
taxa or groups of taxa were studied. Among themesar plants and butterflies had the largest nurobe
taxons whose conservation status was unfavouraldor vertebrates with a very unfavourable status,
there were in particular: the great crested n@wturus cristatu3 and the natterjack toa8fo calamity;

the sand lizard L@acerta agili§; 3 species of bats; the European hams¥icétus cricetus and the
European otteri{utra lutra).

Other species-based data for Wallonia can be ceasah-line at the following URL (in French):
http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/lespeces.htmI?EBD25 Given the difficulty to realise a Nature Plan,
the Walloon Region elaborated a project of an dimlary catalogue of actions aiming among others to
specifically preserve rare and threatened habitats.

3.1.3. Brussels-Capital Region

The wealth of Brussels’ natural heritage deriveamirits diversity of geomorphological and urban
structures (valleys, wetlands, old trees, old bogd). However, continuous urbanisation is highly
disruptive to plant and animal communities.

While the most drastic declines in species andrabhabitats were recorded during the nineteenth an
early twentieth centuries, or during the post-wariqd, at a time of major industrial and economic
developments and growing urbanisation, numerousispare still in a precarious situation, mainly do
the increasing scarcity of their habitats and theoration of the quality of their environmeng(f11).
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Figure 11. Frequency of species in different spegifoups in the Brussels-Capital Region.

More information on species-based data for the &ssCapital Region can be found at:
http://documentation.bruxellesenvironnement.be/documents/NBRRA 20120910 FR_150dpi.p(fFrench)
http://documentatie.leefmilieubrussel.be/documents/NARABRW22004 NL_150dpi.PDEDutch).

3.1.4. Belgian part of the North Sea

Several reports describe the international impagaof the Belgian part of the North Sea for mabird

species. The trend of the marine bird species doguin the Belgian part of the North Sea and tsie
annex | of the EU Birds Directive is as follows:potation counts in 2007 and 2009 show a declinthef
populations of little tern§terna minoy, Sandwich ternterna sandvicengisnd common ternSterna
hirundo), probably due to modified breeding circumstances (source:
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportagi?lang=nl&detail=716&id_structuur=J.1

The trend for marine mammals is more positive,caith it is certain that most species remain threste
The article 17 reporting, in application of the Hats Directive
(http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/Converters/run_congafdile=be/eu/art17/envucdy2q/BE_species_reports-
1371-154426.xml&conv=354&source=remptenentions a positive trend for the harbour pormpois
(Phocoena phocoepaprimarily due to a shift of the population inetiNorth Sea, as well as for the
common sealRhoca vitulind. The trend for the grey sedddlichoerus grypusis uncertain.

3.2. Trends in habitats

The trends in habitats have been evaluated witlenfiamework of the Article 17 reporting of the EU
Habitats Directive (2008-2013, see aldtp://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/be/eu/artl 7/envucilyPige main goal

of the Habitats Directive is to maintain a ‘favobiel conservation status of selected habitats. &hes
habitats are assumed to be endangered and Europkl gilay an important role in their conservation.
Generally they are very specific habitats. The @at&bn of the conservation status is based ondotaria
set down by Europe. These are the area of thedbalt@ distribution, its quality related to stru and
function and its future prospects.
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The overall assessment of conservation statuseigalfowing: 9% of the Belgian habitats of European
interest are in favourable conservation status; Arécin inadequate, 73% bad and 1% are in unknown
status (fig. 12). Fig. 13 shows the conservatiatusttrends of these habitats in our country.

Figure 12. Overall assessment of conservation statithe 59 habitats of European interest preserielgium
(based on the Article 17 reporting of the Habifaitective for the period 2008-2013).
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Figure 13. Overall trend in conservation statushef59 habitats of European interest present igiBel (based on
the Article 17 reporting of the Habitats Directifog the period 2008-2013).

3.2.1. Flemish Region

More than three-quarters of the habitats (38 ht)itare of poor conservation status and 9% have an
inadequate conservation status. The latter inclodespeat and marsh habitat, one coastal duneahabit
one heathland, one grassland and one aquatic habitasequently, only five habitats have a favolgrab
conservation status, these being one saline hghbitadflats and sandflats not covered by seawatiemat
tide), one coastal dune habitat (dunes with se&tbam), one aquatic habitat (hard oligo-mesotrophi
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waters with benthic vegetation 6haraspp.), one grassland habitat (Rupicolous calcareotasophilic
grasslands of the Alysso-Sedion albi) and one btalstat (caves not open for public). For seven thibi
the situation on the field improved slightly compamvith 2007.

® Favourable
Inadequate

M Bad +

mBad =

Figure 14. Conservation status of habitats of Eeaopinterest in Flanders,
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportaji?detail=694&id_structuur=23&id_categorie=-
1&lang=en&jump=yes

3.2.2. Walloon Region

Based on the Article 17 reporting (Habitat Direejivfor the period 2008-2013, 4 habitat types of
European interest in the Walloon Region are invadsable conservation status (compared to onlyimne
the previous report), 9 habitat types are in ardegaate conservation status (compared to 4 in the
previous report), 27 habitat types are in a badeation status (33 in the previous report) arg one
habitat type has an unknown conservation statudit&tatypes of European interest in favourable
conservation status in the Walloon Region: waterses of plain to montane levels with Ranunculion
fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation, petrifyisgrings with tufa formation (Cratoneurion),
caves not open to the public, and stable xerothehitaus formations wittBuxus sempervirensn rock
slopes (Berberidion p.p.).

As far as forests are concerned, factors lowerhmy status basically involve the presence of wide
diameter-wood and dead wood (insufficient volume aamber). No forest habitat in the continental
region had a good evaluation as far as the versitakcture was concerned or the presence of natural
regeneration. As well as various structural andctioning problems, the poor evaluation of other
formations such as dry heaths, grasslands andssocoeses from the reduced size of their distributicea

in relation to the land area required for the ghotttioning of the habitat and its long term coraéon.

http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpamide, m588bb,default,1&m588bbalias=Conservation
-status-of-habitats  1&m588bbreturnid=46&page=46

3.2.3. Brussels-Capital Region

Almost all the forest types present in the Brus&zpital Region are protected internationally. 88.6f
the forests in Brussels have been put forward asr&l2000 areas, the largest part of which areopbide
beech forests (habitat type 9120). 112 ha of thes®&als part of the Sonian forest have been desigjrat
forest reserve, 36 ha of which as integral resdtieavever, the quality of forests could be bettdre high
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(potential) nature value of the Brussels’ forestsnainly due to the average high age of the pldhes,
topographic and pedologic diversity and the faat the majority of the current forest surface usete
forest in the previous centuries as well. The namerold forest plants, in regional forests as aslin
residential gardens, are proof of that.

An evaluation of the conservation status showsltrge parts of the forests are in an unfavourataee.
Some criteria and indicators are scoring rathei,vioeit according to the stricter European evalumatio
method, in which the general score is unfavouraliien one criterion is (one out, all out), less tB& of
Natura 2000 forests has a favourable conservatédnss The alluvial forests (habitat type 91EOpliy a
more positive picture: a quarter of those foresatgeha favourable conservation status.

The problem that causes the unfavourable stattisedforests in Brussels rarely has to do with gtant
The analysis shows that it is mainly qualitativeoiovements that can be made. The most strikinge$ssu
have to do with horizontal and vertical structuregetation composition and the amount of dead wood.
Distortions because of leisure activities and waater discharge create local problems in variousifda
2000 stations. Atypical species in the canopy layat the presence of invasive introduced species ar
local issues as well.

Besides the forest habitats, 5.3% of grasslandeerNatura 2000 areas have a favourable consemvatio
status.

Because of their rarity and species richness, damad habitats are of international importanceorder

to protect the Natura 2000 habitat types 6430 (biydilous tall herb fringe communities) and 91EQ
(alluvial forests), special protection areas (SP#&gre delimited in the Brussels-Capital Region.
Eutrophication, ruderalisation and desiccation thiee most important issues for realising a favowgabl
conservation status.

The role of city parks, playgrounds, sports grouswd gardens is first and foremost to give inhaitstza
place to relax, walk and enjoy, in short, a plameldéisure activities. However, especially parkaypbther
roles as well:

* heritage role: the specific design and style lot @f parks make them real architectural pearls;

« water managing role: because of their locaticar malleys and the presence of ponds, parks plegter
storage role and are important areas for theiafitin of rain water;

e nature role: large city parks have a high natwakie, therefore many of these sites have been put
forward as Natura 2000 areas.

Large private domains play the same roles, butowitipublic access. Some of these domains with la hig
nature value have been included in the Natura 2@d@ork as well.

3.2.4. Belgian part of the North Sea

The Belgian part of the North Sea consists primarilsandbanks, which are permanently covered ay se
water although there are also areas of reef-likopes consisting of coarse gravel beds with large
pebbles or sea beds dominatedUayice conchilegaboth qualifying under annex | of the EU-Habitats
Directive. Although from a geomorphologic pointwéw these habitats are still largely present, they
significantly affected by bottom-affecting gear.rde their typical assemblage of species has béemedl
over time and habitats such as biogenic oystersyeeliich used to occur in those stony areas, have
disappeared completely. The conservation statubeohabitat types of European interest mostly range
from inadequate to bad, only the habitat type 'Natdfand sandflats not covered by seawater atitte t

is in a favourable conservation status.
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4. Main threats to biodiversity

A summary of the main threats to biodiversity indsem is followed by a more in depth review of some
of these threats, indicators at hand.

4.1. Overview

Proximate causes of biodiversity loss are mostipsmauced.Land conversion-whether for urban and
industrial expansion, agriculture, infrastructurgaurism- is undoubtedly the main cause in oumtigu
It results in the loss, degradation or fragmentatibhabitats, and currently affects all habitgey.

In Flanders, Brussels and the marine area, changesvironmental quality due teutrophication also
impose a heavy pressure on the fauna and flora. piublem is probably less acute in Wallonia, but
pollution (including eutrophication) is nevertheless consdeas the second threat to biodiversity in the
region.

The urban nature of the Brussels-Capital Regiomldet specific problems, such as a véiigh
recreation pressureon green areas. Cities are also important intricalugoints for alien species.

There is a growing attention to the issuénefasive alien specigsespecially given the rapid expansion of
some introduced plants, fish, amphibians, reptitégis, and of invertebrates such as insects, istayf
mussels, land slugs, etc.

Climate changeis a growing concern. It already has a percepiibfgact on biodiversity and notably on
the geographical range, phenology and behavioargzinisms such as migrating birds and insectssdt a
exacerbates other threats to biodiversity, sudtahgat fragmentation and biological invasions.

4.2. Loss, degradation and fragmentation of habitat
4.2.1. Flemish Region
Fragmentation of the territory

Because of increasing development and construgtiétanders, open space has become fragmented into
small areas enclosed by other functions, such sieéss domains, roads and residential areas. hoagst

this fragmentation, the number and size of opercesgeagments per square kilometer in Flanders is
measured.

Less fragmented areas consist of a small numbdragiments with a large average surface. Highly
fragmented areas are characterized by a large mushii@gments with a small average surface. The le
fragmented areas in Flanders are located in tHerme®f the Westhoek, the Meetjesland and the #thel
Polders. High fragmentation occurs mainly in ammbad cities, but also in the Flemish Diamond (dnse
populated and constructed area including the agglanons around Brussels, Ghent, Antwerp and
Leuven) and in the region between Roeselare anttijkor
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Figure 15. Fragmentation of the Flemish territdpyrce: Environment Report based on data provigetid
National Geographical Institute)ttp://www.milieurapport.be/nl/feitencijfers/MIRA-
T/milieuthemas/versnippering/versnippering-van-gesruimte/versnippering-van-de-open-ruimte/

4.2.2. Walloon Region
Fragmentation of the territory

Land fragmentation contributes to the loss of hiedsity with:
» demographic consequences linked to the lack oftétabnd/or food and confining species to
restricted spaces, thereby limiting their chandesuovival;
e genetic consequences linked to the isolation ofufatipns and the subsequent genetic
impoverishment that can eventually lead to thepgisarance of certain species.

A recent study has provided an estimate of thel lefdand fragmentation in Wallonia based on an

‘effective mesh size’ (EMS) indicator. When takialj possible ecological obstacles into account, the
sandy-loamy and loamy regions appear to be mogimeated, whereas the regions to the south of
Condroz are less affected. Only 28% of the loangyore has an EMS greater than 10 ha, compared with
more than 90% for Famenne, Belgian Lorraine andAttiennes. This situation is basically a result of

greater urban, economic and agricultural presgutieet north of the Sambre and Meuse river line.
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LAND TAKE AND FRAGMENTATION OF HABITATS DIRECTLY CONDUCIVE TO BIODIVERSITY

Land take
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Figure 16. Fragmentation of the Walloon territd®p(rce: UCL-CREAT, DGO3 - DRCE (COSW 2006), Calculs
CEEW), http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpmihe, m588bb,default,1&m588bbalias=Land-
fragmentation_1&m588bbreturnid=46&page=46

4.2.3. Brussels-Capital Region
Loss and fragmentation of open spaces

Brussels has a long extension history at the expehghe surrounding green spaces. In a first plidase
extension resulted mainly in a shift of the soileafation, for example the conversion of forest® in
agricultural zones. Urbanisation followed duringeecond phase. Towards the exterior, Brussels extiend
along the Senne and the canal Brussels-Charleogiaiids the interior, Brussels was characterised by
second densification phase starting from the hiaitacenters. Both processes resulted in the lbss o
numerous natural and semi-natural green spaceghé&noonsequence of the urbanisation is the loss of
the continuity and the disappearance of the coforectbetween the enclosed green spaces. Patches of
forests, grasslands and bogs are isolated dueettodls of the natural matrix. In an urban contéxs
fragmentation of habitats submits the fauna andhfto strong pressures. The presence of specibe in
landscape depends upon the availability of habitdte an adequate size and quality and upon the
possibility to move from one zone to another follogv their needs (search for food, reproduction,
migration, etc.).
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The description of the green spaces in Brusselgsiioat the green spots are close to one anothtbein
periphery. About 70% of the woodlands of at leaStha are situated less than 10 metres from e&en. ot
For open environments of the grassland type, thisd is somewhat inferior to 20%, but locally more
pronounced such as in Neerpede where it reachesf@0gtasslands and fields. Initiatives to reduue t
fragmentation are thus part of a realistic objextivig. 17 illustrates the fragmentation of theitzdb by
the dense network of roads and constructions. Téengspaces are not very distant from one anotiter b
the road network limits significantly the dispersiof less mobile and of easily disturbed species.

CARTE HL1.21

Fragmentation des espaces verts par le bati et le réseau de voiries
T ¥
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Figure 17. Example of fragmentation in the Bruss&dpital Region (Source:
http://documentation.bruxellesenvironnement.be/dwnis/NARABRU_20120910 FR_150dpi.pdf

Running and standing water elements in Brusselg sigfer from fragmentation. One of the main
problems of the aquatic network is the overarclohgvater courses as well as their connection to the
sewage systeme, making the development of aquitisyipossible and creating impassable barriers for
numerous species such as the amur bitterling, ar&l2000-species.

The challenge will be to maintain the existing cections and to apply measures to reduce fragmentati
in locations where these measures will be the eifisient.
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4.2.4. Belgian part of the North Sea
Fragmentation of and activities in the seascape

The Belgian part of the North Sea welcomes an esdimary biodiversity thanks to its location along
migration routes, the combination of sandbanksemdie soil types, tides and a varied water compositi
The species and habitats of European importancthareest example of this. The sea and its biosiityer
also deliver various products and services tha fibre basis of important economic activities.

Nevertheless, our lively coastal waters are undesicerable pressure (fig. 18). Not only is thetlsern
North Sea the busiest navigated region in the wahiere are numerous other activities as well, sasch
fisheries, sand extraction, dredging, wind poweregation, military operations and leisure actitithat
put the marine environment under pressure: distudss pollution, bycatch, alien species, etc. Mist
these pressures have a negative impact on theo$tau&ine species and habitats.
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Figure 18. Numerous human activities take pladberBelgian part of the North Sea (Source:
http://www.mumm.ac.be/EN/Management/Atlas/map.phjp@BinActivities.
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4.3. Pollution and eutrophication
4.3.1. Flemish Region
Exceedance of critical load for eutrophication

Eutrophication causes damage to natural vegetatiibrofilous plants are favoured and biodiversgy i
affected. Nitrate leaching can occur. For each tfpesgetation, ‘critical loads’ for eutrophicatiamne
determined as the damage threshold for atmosphieragen deposition. If these deposition limits are
exceeded, it will lead to harmful effects on vetjetain the long term. According to the target et
MINA plan 4 (2011-2015), only 65% of the naturefage in Flanders may still exceed the limits by 201

In 2010, on 75% of the Flemish nature area (foresathland and species-rich grassland) the critical
load for eutrophication was exceeded. For forestfigure is 100%. For heathland and species-rich
grassland, it is 99% and 15% respectively. In 2@344 of the nature in the EU-25 was exposed to
nitrogen deposition levels higher than the criticald (fig. 19).
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Figure 19 Nature area with exceedance of critical load fdraghication (Flanders, 1990-2010).

The long-term objective is that there should benature area where the critical load is exceeded. Th
conversion from coniferous forest to broadleaf $breduces the sensitivity to acidification. Morenwthe
long-term effect of the critical load being excegdieads to an accumulation of nitrogen in the gbi,
effects of which are not yet well understood. Tihiplies that eutrophication is a much greater thtea
the conservation of biodiversity than acidificatiohhe current deposition values pose a barrier to
achieving the conservation objectives for NatursD@Qareas. Further emission reductions under
international agreements are necessary. For Flatldisrmeans that both N@nd NH emissions must be
further reduced.
http://www.milieurapport.be/nl/feitencijfers/miréatilieuthemas/vermesting/gevolgen-van-
vermesting/oppervlakte-natuur-met-overschrijdingigche-last-vermesting/
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Exceedance of critical load for acidification

Acidification causes damage to vegetation. Biodiitgris affected. Forests suffer root damage. kahe
type of vegetation, ‘critical loads’ for acidificah have been determined as the damage threshold fo
acidifying deposition. If these deposition limitea@xceeded, this leads in the long term to hareffects

on the vegetation.

In 2010, the critical load for acidification wascexeded in 28% of the total area of terrestrial gst@sns
(forest, heathland and species-rich grassland)anders. This is a rather positive developmentesinc
2008 critical loads were still being exceeded k638 the total area. Between 2009 and 2010 howtbeer
situation remained more or less constant. Forestgin the most sensitive, with the limits beingesded

in 42% of the area in 2010. Because the criticatl s based on threshold values, even minor changes
deposition can, in some cases, lead to larger &singnature area achieving compliance with thicati
load for acidification.
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Figure 20. Nature area with exceedance of critaad for acidification (Flanders, 1990-2010).

Efforts are still needed to meet the objectivehef MINA plan 4 (2011-2015), notably to reduce the
percentage of nature area where limits are beicgesed to 20% by 2015. By comparison, the critical
load was exceeded in the EU-25 in 2004 in 15% @ftture area. The European long-term objectite is
ensure that the critical loads for acidificatiore arot exceeded in any ecosystem. Additional efforts
continue to be needed to reduce the emissionsdifyaeg substances into the air. Moreover, therdase

in the pressure on ecosystems in Flanders dodsatbtirectly to a proportional recovery of thel swid
biodiversity. This recovery is a very slow procesbjch depends, among other things, on the duration
and the degree of the historic excess.
http://www.milieurapport.be/nl/feitencijfers/miréatilieuthemas/verzuring/gevolgen-van-
verzuring/oppervlakte-natuur-met-overschrijding-dmkritische-last-verzuring/
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4.3.2. Walloon Region
Exceedance of critical load for acidification andteophication

When present in excessive amounts, depositiongnedspheric acidifying and eutrophying pollutants
(sulphur and nitrogen compounds) constitute ortb@Mmajor causes for ecosystem degradation. They ca
in particular induce nutritional imbalances as veslithe decline/disappearance of certain planiepec

In 2007, some 6% of forested areas and nearly pghcdhabitats (heathland, marshes, bogs, etc.) in
Wallonia were affected by nitrogen depositions exiileg the acceptable critical load of eutrophying
nitrogen. In forested areas, the situation hastlgreaproved compared to 1990 as a result of actdn

in atmospheric nitrogen depositions. This is net¢hse for other (semi-)natural ecosystems (ircodat
oligotrophic ones) which remain extremely sensitivehis type of disturbance. As regards acidifaat

the current status is now much less of a problarthe sense that the percentage of forested affeated

has dropped from 90% in 1990 to under 10% in 200 development reflects the positive effect & th
measures introduced to reduce emissions of aaigjfgoliutants by 50-60% (between 1990 and 2010) at
both Walloon and European levels.
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpmide, m588bb,default,1 &m588bbalias=Exceedance-
of-critical-loads-of-acidifying-and-eutrophying-poiants&m588bbreturnid=46&page=46
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Figure 21. Areas affected by exceedance of critazds of nitrogen and sulphur in the Walloon Ragio

Eutrophication of watercourses

The most eutrophied water courses are found mantprth Wallonia, in the Scheldt river basin with
large density of urban and industrial areas as a®la lot of agricultural plots. Improvements inteva
quality are cyclical, due to a combination of fastdVhile reduced industrial pollution, tertiargatment

of urban waste water, a ban on phosphates in @gtisgand the lower use of phosphorous fertilizers
(decrease of 70% between 1995 and 2010) are imdkie situation, various diffuse inflows, generall
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higher after significant rainfall (run-off, erosioetc.), the presence of polluted sediments anédavater
flow rates

(in dry years) are increasing the concentratioplodsphates. Greater improvement in water quality is
expected following the introduction of additionaéasures proposed in the draft river basin managemen
plans.
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.php ke, m588bb,default,1&m588bbalias=Eutrophicatio
n-of-water-courses&m588bbreturnid=46&page=46

4.3.3. Brussels-Capital Region

Acidification and nutrient enrichment of soils tbgh atmospheric depositions still constitute lingti
factors for the qualitative development of habitatsnutrient-poor soils. Nutrient-poor grasslandshsas
grasslands with common Agrostis, recognized asralahabitat of regional interest, are also suffgrin
from these two phenomenons, while eutrophicationcasnpromising the long terme presence of
acidophilic oak stands on poor and sandy soilsi@atf European interest).

In the past the chemical quality of the water eletsien Brussels was strongly influenced by domesstid
industrial wastewater as well as by diffuse poting. Until 2000 the wastewater running through the
sewage systeme and the collectors were spilleddattly in the Senne, increasing even more the
pollution load coming from upstream. The water timent plants South (active since August 2000) and
North (active since October 2006) now treat theanig and suspended matter. Thanks to this important
treatment effort, the concentrations of nitroged @hosphorus as well as the values of the biolbgica
oxygen demand and the chemical oxygen demand areasing while the concentration of dissolved
oxygen in the water is increasing, allowing to extpthe actual norms. During heavy rainfall, howeve
overflows from the sewage network into the surfa@gers can still be observed and the collection of
wastewater is not covered for 100% (some wastewatstill reaching the Verrewinkelbeek, a water
course running through and in the proximity of zomweth a high biological value, but this will be
adressed at the end of 2013 by the finalisatiom wéw collector). Another factor possibly contribgtto

the eutrophication of small water elements is taesg@verance of the feeding of water birds and jpigeo
by citizens, despite the fact that this is forbitld€he set up of a sensibilisation campaign adngstiis
issue is therefore recommanded.

http://documentation.bruxellesenvironnement.be/dwmnis/NARABRU 20120910 FR_150dpi.pdf

4.3.4. Belgian part of the North Sea

Marine biodiversity is particularly threatened iaraoastal zone and shelf sea, where direct ariceotd
disturbances are concentrated. There is also d temards more industrial activities at sea (sand a
gravel extraction, mariculture, wind turbines, etMarine pollution remains a concern: eutrophmatpf

the marine environment caused by riverine inputivhtes and phosphates, input of hazardous sudestan
from land based activities, pollution caused byidetts at sea. Heavy metal input into the Belgiair pf

the North Sea decreased substantially during tbie2@ years. Organotin compounds (TBT) are still a
major concern, particularly in sediment near hastamd shipping lanes, although the total ban of TBT
clearly results in a sharp decrease of ambienteaurations. As far as other organic compounds are
concerned (PAH, PCBs, etc.), these hazardous suidestaremain a concern, primarily as a result of
historical inputs into the marine environment ahd very low degradation rate. Perfluorinated Organi
Compounds and Brominated Flame Retardants comsttuhore recent problem, emerging contaminants
are constantly sought after.
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4.4. Invasive alien specie

4.4.1. Flemish Region
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Figure 22. Number of alien animal species in Flamd8ource: Research Institute for Nature and EowdZ Alien

Species Consortium).

This indicator evaluates the cumulative numberpaicges that do not live in Flanders naturally, Wwete
introduced through human activities. Between 1800 2012 about 250 alien species were found
Flanders. It is expected that the number of bi@alginvasions will continue to rise if policy remai

unchanged.

http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.bel/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=654&id structuur=19
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Figure 23. Alien plant species per km? in FlandSwsurce: Research Institute for Nature and FoResBWer vzw,

National Botanical Garden).
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The percentage of non-native species within theitpdpecies assemblages in Flanders is increasing
steadily, most probably because of globalisatiotraafe, transport and tourism. New invasions cathbe
result of either intentional (e.g. use of ornamkrgpecies in horticulture) or unintentional (e.g.
contamination by transport of seeds) introductiddsly part of these introductions result in pernrne
establishment and only some of the naturalisedispatbsequently spread spontaneously. In ligkteof
steady increase of many non-native plant specidstla growing number of new arrivals, we expect a
growing percentage of non-natives in the Flemishafl
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=712&id_structuur=19

4.4.2. Walloon Region
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Figure 24. Number of naturalised alien specieténWalloon Region.

In Wallonia, 375 species of ornamental plants addspecies of vertebrates of alien origin were
naturalised in 2011. Among them, 29 plant specieb HL vertebate species are known to cause major
environmental damage and are therefore blacklistéte number of naturalised species is steadily
growing, with several species of mammals havingeghia footing in Wallonia over the last few years.
The changes observed in relation to previous etsna@lo not necessarily reflect the arrival or
disappearance of invasive species on the territibigy can also reflect increased survey work on the
ground or progress in scientific knowledge. On itméative of the Walloon structure responsible for
coordinating work on invasive species, differenpey of preventive tools are currently under
development. In addition, a plan for fighting Giadbgweed has been recently introduced with the
collaboration of different River Contracts in Wala.
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpmide, m588bb,default,1&m588bbalias=Invasive-
alien-species_1&m588bbreturnid=46&page=46
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4.4.3. Brussels-Capital Region

Table 4. Number of species (within various grougiserved in the Brussels-Capital Region. Sourceixéles
Environnement — IBGE : species database, Janudr. 20

Total number of species| Number of exotic species Percentage of exotic
in the Brussels-Capital species in the total number
Region of species

reptiles 7 3 42,9

higher plants 793 215 27,1

amphibians 9 0 0

birds 103 11 10,7

mammals 44 3 6,8

grasshoppers and crickets 26 1 3,8

butterflies 28 1 3,6

mushrooms 913 1 0,1

The majority of species groups count one or moiexspecies. Table 4 shows the percentage ofexoti
species within different groups. The proportioneabtic species is particularly high within the ik,
higher plants and birds. Within the reptiles, hogrevit only concerns subspecies which are not
reproducing in nature in our regions (red-eared yeltbw-eared slider) and the observations concern
rather isolated cases of released or escaped dindilg. Among the exotic plants observed in Brussels
several are invasive. Best known are the Japanesénv&ed Fallopia japonicg, giant hogweed
(Heracleum mantegazzianyinand black cherry (Prunus serotina). These thigecies are widely
distributed in the Brussels-Capital Region.

Among the birds, the best known invasive speciestlae Egyptian goose, the Canada goose and three
species of green parakeets. From 1992 to 201(hdpelation of the Alexandrine parakeet increased on
average by 20% each year (Weiserbs & Derouaux,)201fe increase of the population of the ring-
necked parakeet during the same period was lestaspéar (10% per year, in average), but the irgsinga
trend does not seem to bend. In 2011, the numbeatrakeets counted in the three sleeping sites kriow
Brussels reached a maximum of 10,500 individualeX@ndrine and ring-necked parakeets).
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Figure 25. Evolution of the number of Alexandrimelaing-necked parakeets in the Brussels-CapitgldRe
(Source: AVES).
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From 2000 on, the lightning progression of the roalored Asian lady beetle has received much
attention. In 2003, only two years after its fiokiservation in nature, this species was alreadyrbst
common ladybird in our region. Since its larvae jaredating the larvae of our indigenous speciet) wi
which they also compete for the same food sousregcological disaster could be feared. Meanwhge t
species, sold as a biological control agent a@mmjnst aphids, has been withdrawn from the comenerc
http://documentation.bruxellesenvironnement.be/dwmnis/NARABRU 20120910 FR_150dpi.pdf

4.4 4. Belgian part of the North Sea

A study by Kerckhott al (2007) identified 61 alien species in the Belgmarine and brackish waters,
eight of which are considered cryptogenic. The migj@f these species have established self-sustain
populations, although for some species the eshabéiat is uncertain or in need of verification. Four
species, namely the American jack-knife cldinsis directus(Conrad, 1843), the pacific oyster
Crassostrea gigasThunberg, 1793), the New Zealand barn&dainius modestuBarwin, 1854 and the
slipper limpetCrepidula fornicata(Linnaeus, 1758) now constitute a dominant pathefBelgian marine
nearshore fauna. These species are invasive, compgath native species, changing the original kabi
and significantly altering the overall biodiversiynd biomass. Prime introduction vectors are shgppi
including small recreational craft. The invasioterhas been increasing during the last two decades.

4.5. Impact of climate change on biodiversity

4.5.1. Flemish Region

Dragonflies
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Figure 26. Evolution of the number of localitie®rdr Southern European dragonflies and the total ewunof
observed species (Source: Flemish Dragonfly So@etyhe common database of Natuurpunt Studie vaivtiaa
Flemish Dragonfly Society that were collectedhbtp://www.natuurindicatoren.be

During the last two decades, many Mediterraneagaidies (Odonata) expanded their range northwards.
Until 1980, populations of these were unknown intmevestern Europe. Here we analysed the evolution
of the number of localities since 1980 for eachhef nine Mediterranean species and the total nuwiber
Mediterranean species observed. The figure shaatdtith the number of localities for each of those
species as the number of species increased si8te AYirst clear increase can be noticed since4199
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followed by a steep increase since 2006, bothHerrtumber of localities as for the number of specie
seen annually. Even if there are annual fluctuatiomostly due to weather conditions during the tohe
the flight season, this trend is clear and statdii significant. Never before were these spes@én on so
many localities in Flanders as in 2012. Specigb@a8road ScarletQrocothemis erythragaor the Dainty
Bluet damselfly Coenagrion scituluin have already several years many flourishing patprs in
Flandershttp://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=404&id_structuur=25

Migrating birds

The arrival date for 15 species has been monitdueithg the past 20 years. This arrival date hasuackd
by on average 7.63 days (or 0.45 days/year). Thgebi change was recorded for Common Chiffchaff
(total 20 days or 1.16 days/year), the smallesiMarsh Warbler (total 3 days or 0.17 days/year).

Since some species adapt better than others, ithardsk for changes in the food web and/or edolig
cohesion of ecosystems. This is illustrated by Pied Flycatcher. The arrival date of this migratory
species advances more slowly than the period afromece of the main food for its young, the catiars

of the Winter Moth. This is a possible cause ofdkeline of this forest woodland bird.
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=406&id_structuur=25

4.5.2. Walloon Region
Dragonflies

For the past decade, the frequency of southerrodfiygspecies has increased significantly. Severtiss
have recently settled down. If various colonisatimnds have always been observed, they used to be
limited in time (e.g. during warm summers). The raawvals are more stable in time, and are inte¢egre

as a consequence of climate change. Species wittre northern distribution also suffer from theeris
temperature as they have quite strict habitat reqénts.
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportchapitre.aspx?id=ch12

Birds

A recent study by BirdLife International predictadnovement in the ranges of European bird speéies o
550 km to the north east by 2100. This study i®btam the “climate envelope” model for a probalse r

of 3°C for the global average temperature. Wallantald be the range limit for 60 species, 44 ofchhi
would be on the decline and 16 on the rise. Thesaldvbe 19 new species, and the same number of
species which would disappear.

http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProblematique. abppx®05

Butterflies

The climate's warming benefits certain southerrcigge which have posted the greatest expansions of
their ranges. Still, the lack of relay habitats/fiallonia, e.g., "hot" habitats such as chalk geasi$ for
xerothermophilic species, is thought to limit tregthward expansion of a series of other specidshtinze
more demanding habitat requirements and/or arenebile.
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/downfile.aspx?dwn=ffi§.gu=tbe2005en

4.5.3. Brussels-Capital Region

The recent changes of the flora of the Brusselst@laRegion show that it is adapting to a warmer
mineral and ambient environment, typical for anaurlsetting. The species showing the most progmessio
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in the periods 1991-1994 and 2003-2005 (such asrteping woodsorrel and proso millet) are typfoal

dry, undeep and rapidly warming substrates. Amdwgnt numerous species are neophytes originating
from warmer regions such as the Mediterranean lgsimato, box elder, common fig). It is however too
early to attribute these evolutions to climate geanOther factors are indeed contributing to these
observations such as the progression of the regimbanisation as well as a more intense prospectfo
urban environments in more recent times.

4.5.4. Belgian part of the North Sea

Regional climate change scenarios predict an iseréa air temperature of 2-3.5°C by the 2080s, with
high summer temperatures becoming more frequentvand cold winters becoming increasingly rare.
Water temperatures will also increase, but notpilly as temperature over land. Sea-level is erpdo
rise by 35-84 cm at 2100 compared to 1990.

Observed correlations strongly suggest that thelN®ea ecosystem is vulnerable to variation in afien
conditions in general, and to anomalies in tempeeand hydrodynamics in particular. Several preegs
within the North Sea food web appear to rely onperature as a trigger, and further increases in
temperature may disrupt the connectedness betvpsmies potentially leading to changes in community
structures and possibly local extinctions. For mararine species, including commercially caught,fish
the number of recruits mainly determines the yeayear variation in the size of the adult stockghé
annual sea-surface temperature increases furtti@rtseto maintain previous fishery yields from veegd
stocks (due to northward movement and lowered itecent levels) have the potential to significantly
impact fisheries and have strong effects on thal lecosystem.

Because of the strong tidal regime and the effeicsséorm surges many of the coastal regions of\ibeth

Sea, especially in the south, are particularly spi$ole to rising sea levels and to an increaséhén
frequency and severity of storms.
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Chapter Il - Status of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, their
implementation, and the mainstreaming of biodiverdly

1. Introduction

Given the structure of the country, as a federalestomposed of communities and region, there are
several levels of biodiversity policy developmemBelgium.

Belgium has adopted its first National Biodiversjrategy (2006-2016) in October 2006. It has been
reviewed and updated in 2013. Both documents aitadne at:

http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/strataatpl

The three Belgian Regions - the Flemish RegionWadloon Region and the Brussels-Capital Region -

each have their own strategic documents and aptéors in relation to biodiversity:

- The objectives for the conservation of biodiversitythe Flemish Region are included in the Policy
Plan for Environment (2011-2015) under a specifichapter on biodiversity:
http://www.Ine.be/themas/beleid/mina4
Since 2006 the Agency for Nature and Forests asdth own Strategic Plan and a yearly operational
plan giving more detailed information on objectivestions and indicators related to actions and
processes for the conservation and management tafendorests and green spaces: (in Dutch)
http://www.natuurenbos.be/nl-BE/Over-ons/Missie \@sie.aspx

- The strategic plan 2008-2013 of the administraiionharge of agriculture, natural resources and the
environment in the Walloon Region includes biodéigr objectives. In the Walloon Region, the
administration for agriculture, natural resourced the environment has adopted a strategic plam wit
targets and indicators for the period 2008-2013wilk be renewed in 2014. The Wallonia Nature
Network, a progressive catalogue of concrete aatistie actions, is also being developed. More
information onhttp://biodiversite.wallonie.be

- In application of a new global nature legislatioordonnance du ler mars 2012 relative a la
conservation de la nature), the Brussels-CapitgidRehas adopted in September 2013 a project of
regional nature plan. This project establishesBhessels vision for nature at the horizon 2050 and
sets up 7 main objectives for 2020 that are undegad with a set of 26 measures. A public
consultation on this project plan is planned fore thvery beginning of year 2014.
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/plannature

At the federal level, the government has identifieidrity policies for biodiversity in its FederBlan for
Sustainable Development (2009-2012 (FPSD2)). Ipaese to the action 18 of the FPSD2, the federal
plan (2009-2013) for the integration of biodiveysit 4 federal sectors has been developed. Sintg, 20
pre-project of the third plan (FPSD3) is in prepiara which will also include specific measures and
actions related to biodiversity and ecosystem esesvi The federal government has also established a
‘Masterplan’ for the management of the Belgian R@ea.
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2. Biodiversity 2020, Update of Belgium’s Nationabtrateqy

2.1. Description

Belgium’s first National Biodiversity Strategy (NBSwas adopted on 26 October 2006 by the
Interministerial Conference for the Environment,iethis composed of the competent ministers of the
Federal Government and the three Regions of Belgiklanders, Brussels, Wallonia). Its updated versio

for the period 2013-2020 was adopted on 13/11/2013.

The strategy is the Belgian answer to the forméabion under the CBD, while also taking into acnb
existing strategies, plans and documents at (parsjfean level. It is also a necessary tool to confi
priority and voluntary themes and goals of andBelgian policy-makers. It is a most useful framekvor
document for supporting the integration and the-fuming of Regional and Federal action plans.

Updating process

In March 2012, the Interministerial Conference foe Environment decided to extend the length of
validity of the current strategy with four yearsitii2020. The update of the strategy has beenechaut

in 2013 by the national Steering Committee ‘Biodsiy Convention’, one of the committees establishe
under the Coordination Committee for InternatioBalvironment Policy (CCIEP). The updated strategy
considered the conclusions of the mid-term statgaf of the implementation of the NBS (2011) anel t
recommendations formulated for the updating of &S (2012). Adaptations were also made to fully
reflect the new international and European commitisiegnade by Belgium until 2013 in the field of
biodiversity, as the CBD Aichi targets and the rie\ Biodiversity Strategy to 2020. It also take®in
account the results of international processes sisciithe Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity
(TEEB reports on mainstreaming the Economics otiNapresented at the CBD COP-10) and the newly
created Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiveraitg Ecosystem Services (IPBES).

The draft updated strategy went through a publitsatiation in 2013 (May-July) and has been debated
during a stakeholders dialog organized in June 2@itBrepresentatives of the civil society, privatetor
trade unions, NGO's and administrations. The fioahsolidated version, taking into account the
comments and opinions received during the consuitathas been approved by the Interministerial
Conference for the Environment on 13/11/2013.

For more information on the updating process, gleas visit:
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/strategy-be/afidg-process-nbs

The updated strategy

While revising the NBS it appeared important tarfesits objectives into a vision for the future autbpt
a general objective achievable by 2020, so astitaegic Plan of the CBD and the EU 2020 Biodiwgrsi
Strategy:

Vision to 2050By 2050, our biodiversity and the ecosystem sesvitprovides - our natural capital - are
valued, conserved, appropriately restored and wigstd for their intrinsic value and for their et
contribution to human well-being and economic pesgp, and so that catastrophic changes causeleby t
loss of biodiversity are avoided

General objective of the Strategy until 202lhe general objective of the Strategy is to cobote
nationally and internationally to the achievemeirthe 2020 target of halting the loss of biodiversind
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the degradation of ecosystem services, and regtdhi@m in so far as feasible, while stepping up our
contribution to averting global biodiversity loss.

The updated strategy spells out a range of 15ipristrategic objectives and 85 operational obyasito
guide the development of actions by the stakehsldad competent regional and federal authoritidls. A
operational objectives have to be implemented b302ét the latest, unless otherwise stated. Several
objectives remain unchanged while others are dightty amended.

The 15 strategic objectives are the following:

1) Identify and monitor priority components of biodisiy in Belgium.

2) Investigate and monitor the effects of threatemirgresses and activities and their causes.

3) Maintain or restore biodiversity and ecosystemisesvin Belgium to a favourable conservation
status.

4) Ensure and promote the sustainable use of compooéhbtodiversity.

5) Improve the integration of biodiversity concernmiall relevant sectoral policies.

6) Promote and contribute to an equitable accessdalaaring of benefits arising from the use of
genetic resources-ABS.

7) Improve and communicate scientific knowledge ordhiersity and ecosystem services.

8) Involve the community through communication, edioegtpublic awareness and training.

9) Strengthen the biodiversity-related regulatory fearark and ensure the implementation of,
compliance with and enforcement of biodiversityatet! legislations.

10) Ensure a coherent implementation of / and betwéamdiversity-related commitments and
agreements.

11) Ensure continued and effective international coafpen for the protection of biodiversity.

12) Influence the international agenda within biodivtgrselated conventions.

13) Enhance Belgium'’s efforts to integrate biodiversibynicerns into relevant international
organisations and programs.

14) Promote the commitment of cities, provinces ameolocal authorities in the implementation of
the Biodiversity Strategy 2020.

15) Ensure the provision of adequate resources forivagogity.

The 15 strategic objectives cover both biodiversitBelgium and the impact of our activities in st

of the world, including through international coogition and our economic activities. The strategyspa
special attention to the need for the integratibrthe conservation and sustainable use of biolbgica
diversity into the different relevant sectors ofigty including social and economic sectors. Sopeziic
issues (such as GMOs, biofuels, climate changeasime alien species) are treated horizontally tiinou
the different objectives of the Strategy. One adddl strategic objective has been added to pronate
engagement of the provinces, cities and other laaétorities. The former objective 14 on promoting
sustainable forest management in other countriebban merged with objectives 11 and 13.

New operational objectives have been added to nesfmthe commitments at global and European level:

« Tackling emerging risks and the impact of intetnatle of live specimens (op. obj. 2.3).

* Protecting and restoring biodiversity and assodigeosystem services through protected areas —
green infrastructure — no net loss (op. obj. 3B28).

< Identify pathways of introduction of Invasive Ali&pecies (IAS) (op. obj. 3.7).

« Phasing out perverse incentives and using guidelimethe integration of the values of biodiversity
and ecosystem services, in development stratggeming processes and reporting systems included
(op. obj. 5.5).

» Developing an approach to include these valuesiiomal accounting (op. obj. 5.11).

« Implementing the Nagoya Protocol (op. obj. 6.2).

46



* Mapping ecosystem services in Belgium and assefsangvalues (op. obj. 7.4).

* Ensuring the implementation and enforcement ofilk@dity legislation (op. obj. 9.2).

* Involving provinces, cities and other local autkies (op. obj. 14).

* Boosting the mobilisation of resources (includitgouigh innovative mechanisms) and enhancing
capacities (op. obj. 15.3 and 15.4).

Four support mechanisms for implementation have imntified in the updated strategy:
SM1. By 2015, adopt, apply and publish indicataps nheasure progress against the strategic
objectives of the NBS.
SM2. By 2015, implement the EU reporting tool fd88k on the CHM website.
SM3. By 2015, have a functional Clearing-House Maidm in place for the Convention and its
protocols, including a network of practitioners.
SM4. By 2015, functional Clearing-Houses for impétation and technology transfer are in place
for the CBD and its Protocols (BCH, ABS-CH).

To promote the implementation of the updated Sisatnd to inform stakeholders of possible actidns a
their level, a brochure was drafted in French andcB. A study day with a poster session will be
organised in the margins of the International Bredsity Day in May 2014. The invited stakeholdems a
the federal, regional and local authorities (proem and municipalities included), agencies for meatu
conservation, local coordinators Agenda 21 and PCpridfessional associations with activities in the
concerned sectors, representants of the civil ggcigniversities, institutions involved in research
environment and/or development cooperation, and 8lG@e public at large will be informed of the NBS
through social media and diffusion by all partngfra postcard entitled '2020, a future for Biodsisrin
Belgium', printed in French, Dutch, German and gl

2.2. Targets and indicators

No specific actions nor indicators are adoptedhenStrategy itself but they will be adopted andelieped
in a later stage in the implementation processgdnsultation with all the actors for biodiversity i
Belgium. However, specific targets and actionsadmeady included in the plans of the Regions. lattics
will be developed to enable a better follow-uple tmplementation of the strategy.

2.3. Relation with the Convention on Biological Digrsity

The text of the NBS clearly identifies, for eachjeaive, the link with articles of the CBD, the egant
Aichi targets, thematic programs of work, guidetinetc. adopted under the Convention. A Concordance
table was created as an appendix to the NBS, wiirikb the Aichi targets with the objectives of the
updated NBS (see appendix I).

Major adaptations made to contribute to the achiegat of the Strategic Plan for biodiversity 2011-
2020:

Objectives 3.1 and 3.2 have been adapted to alignAichi target 11.:

-3.1 At least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland wadeeas, especially areas of particular importafure
biodiversity and ecosystem services, are consetwedigh the development of effectively and equitabanaged,
ecologically representative and well-connected esyst of protected areas and other effective aresdbas
conservation measures, and are integrated intwitter landscapes.

-3.2 At least 10 per cent of coastal and marine aregpg&atally areas of particular importance to biodsitg and
ecosystem services, are conserved through theageueht of effectively and equitably managed, edokdly
representative and well-connected systems of pedeareas and other effective area-based consamvatasures,
and are integrated into the wider seascapes.
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Objective 3.3 was adapted to align with Aichi tasg®4 and 15:
-3.3 Ecosystems, their resilience and their servicesraintained and enhanced by establishing, in&rabreen
infrastructure and restoring at least 15 % of déggdaecosystems.

Objective 3.7 has been developed to align with Ataiget 9:
-3.7 Invasive alien species (IAS) and pathways aretifieth and prioritized, priority species are coried or
eradicated, and measures are in place to manageaet to prevent their introduction and establishime

Objective 5.5 was adapted to align with Aichi targe

-5.5Eliminate, phase out or reform incentives, inchgdsubsidies, harmful to biodiversity in order tmimize or
avoid negative impacts on biodiversity and encoerrtme development and application of incentive®taable to
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiyeilisitluding economic, fiscal and financial instremts.

Objective 5.11 was adapted to align with Aichi &trg:
-5.11Integrate biodiversity values into national (fealeand regional) policies, programmes, planningesses and
reporting systems, and develop an approach to sujpporporation into national accounting if needed

Objective 6.1 and 6.2 were adapted to align witthAtarget 16:

-6.1 By 2014, raise awareness about the concept of iABIS context of the CBD and the Nagoya Protoaod]
widely disseminate information on ABS.

-6.2 By 2014, ratify and implement the Nagoya ProtanmolAccess to Genetic Resources and the Fair anitaBtg
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization.

Objectives 15.3 and 15.4 have been developeddn alith Aichi target 20 and CDB Decision XI/4:
-15.3By 2015, contribute towards the doubling of theatbdiodiversity-related financial resource floves t
developing countries and at least maintain thisllemtil 2020, including through a country-drivemgpitization of
biodiversity within development plans in recipiesuntries, using as preliminary baseline the ayesnnual
biodiversity funding to developing countries foethears 2006—2010.

-15.4 By 2020, support, as appropriate, developing a@sito enhance institutional, national, adminitsteaand
managerial capacities, in order to increase thectffieness and sustainability of international aational financial
flows for biodiversity.

2.4. Progress in implementation

It is important to underline that since the Regi@argl the Federal level have developed (and are
implementing) their own plans and programmes, $igeactions are being taken and several operational
objectives of the National Biodiversity Strategg &at least partly) being implemented. Where neggss
implementation measures are undertaken in a caaetinvay by the Regional and Federal Governments
and other relevant actors. In 2011, a mid-termestéditplay of the implementation of the NBS up to 31
December 2011 was conducted to assess its level d@mplementation
(http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/strategy-be/afidg-process-nhs

When implementing the Strategy, specific attenti®rpaid by the federal and regional authorities to
stakeholders’ information, involvement and partidipn. This implies consultation and collaboration

between the different stakeholders, which will @age the support for and thus give a boost to the
implementation of the Strategy.

In 2013, the EU portable toolkit for the CHM haweleped a module for the online integrated repgrtin
on the Aichi targets, the EU Biodiversity Stratesgyd the national biodiversity strategies. In linghw
SM2, the Belgian CHM website will integrate this dute on its website. This will facilitate the shayi
of, and access to, information related to the Aithigets, the EU biodiversity strategy and thecameti
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strategy. The information in the tool will be upeltperiodically based on the results of SM1. Belgiu
will be involved in further developing the tool rtlugh a special working group of the EU, to engbet
the tool will allow adding implementation informatti between national and EU reporting cyclises.

Examples of achievements until 31/12/2011 are abkil in the mid-term state of play of the
implementation of the Strateght{p://www.biodiv.be/implementation/strategy-be/afidg-process-nhs
The information on implementation of the NBS isogsiblished on the website of the Belgian Clearing-
House Mechanismhitp://www.biodiv.bg.

A few non-exhaustive examples of implementation:

- Establishment of an integrated, representative aotierent network of terrestrial and marine
protected areas at national and transboundary levAbout 12.77 % of the territory at land and
35.85% at sea are designated as Natura 2000 sites.

- Definition of a common Belgian methodology for ithentification and monitoring of biodiversity and
application of SEBI 2010 indicators to harmonisé¢adahen reporting to European and International
organisations.Flanders and Wallonia already use biodiversitycambrs closely linked to the SEBI
and CBD indicators to evaluate and report on thtustof biodiversity in their region upon on a ygar
basis (http://www.biodiversityindicators.he
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.php®gdcew-2012 The City-biodiversity index (CBI
indicators) is tested in the Brussels-Capital Regio

- Financing of scientific research contributing toethbest knowledge on, and understanding of
biodiversity, ecosystems services and functiorer thalue and their socio-economic benefitie
first phase (2012-2017) of the recurrent framewpri&gramme for research, BRAIN-be (Belgian
Research Action through Interdisciplinary Networkse:http://www.belspo.be/BRAIN-bghas been
approved in 2012. It allows, through the fundingr@$earch projects based on scientific excellence
and European and international anchorage, to rheengeds for scientific knowledge of the federal
departments and to support the scientific potemtizche Federal Scientific Institutes. One of the 6
thematic areas of this framework programme is “Estesns, biodiversity, evolution”; the integration
of biodiversity issues is also taking into accomrgome of the other axes.

- Development of national coordinated CEPA actiongten2010 Biodiversity TargeBeveral actions
were carried out in this context: yearly celebnatd the International Biodiversity Day; promotioh
public engagement towards biodiversity conservagog. through the national engagement campaign
‘I give life to my planet’ fttp://www.jedonnevieamaplanete)bereation of an online educative kit
for schools [fttp:/jedonnevieamaplanete.enclassg.begress releases. Numerous Belgian
governmental and non-governmental organizationsgdexnic entities, scientific institutions, private
companies and other actors celebrated the 201thatienal Year of Biodiversity (I'YB) through a
diverse set of events and activities. The CBD Nmtid-ocal Point presents an overview of the diverse
Belgian IYB activities that took place in Belgiuniisal report of the International Biodiversity Yea
(http://www.cbd.int/iyb/doc/celebrations/iyb-BelgiuRinalReport2.pdt

- Improve the links and communication between reseand policy.The science-policy interface has
been improved through the establishment of Comrasnibf Practices (CoP) at national level in
support of the recently established Intergovernale®atform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES), such as the communities of ma®EES (BElgium Ecosystem Services - and its
working group BE-MAES for the mapping of ecosysta&arvices), Invasive Alien Species,
Biodiversity and Public Healththttp://www.biodiversity.be/1787
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Contribute to an equitable access to and sharingesfefits arising from the use of genetic resources
A study was conducted to contribute to the ratiftoa and the implementation in Belgium of the
Nagoya Protocol on ABS, and to identify and evaduidite possible consequences for the Belgian
national legislation and regulation, as well as Belgian stakeholders, resulting from this
implementation. Two stakeholders’ dialogues weganised in May 2012 and April 2013 in view of
Belgian ratification by summer 2014. Basic inforiroaton ABS is also provided through the Belgian
Clearing House Mechanisn(See: http://www.biodiv.be/convention/nagoya-protocol-ass-and-
benefit-shariny

Investigate national financing possibilities forodiversity.Belgium is working on the Strategy for
Resource Mobilisation; it participates in the reflen on the mobilisation of additional financial
resources under the CBD to increase funding fodibérsity related activities, both nationally and
globally. Belgium also makes extensive use of thesibilities of co-financing through European
projects.

Promote actors participationSix stakeholders dialogues/debates between FederdhlRegional
administrations, political cells on environment andin stakeholders were organised; two on ABS
issues (2012, 2013), one on "Recent achievementstaps forwards for biodiversity in Europe and
internationally" (2011), one on "Updating the Natw Biodiversity Strategy until 2020" (2013), one
during a study dedicated to the integration of hierbity in the business sector (June 2012), one at
the end of 2 studies on the integration of bioditgrin key market players (business and consumers,
but also civil society) (December 2013). A publansultation was organised in 4 languages (EN / FR
/ NL / DE) on the pre-project of update of the N@&ay-July 2013).

Influence the international agenda within biodivigrgelated conventionsSince the adoption of the
NBS, Belgium continued to be involved at the fopetrof the biodiversity-related conventions and
actively participate in all important meetings. giam has also chosen biodiversity and climate as
priority themes for the environment during its Ete$dency. The negotiating team of the Belgian
Presidency has effectively contributed to the sssad the Tenth Conference of Parties to the CBD
(October 2010, Nagoya, Japan).

Avoid the introduction and mitigate the impactsimfasive Alien Species on biodiversiSeveral
joint initiatives have been undertaken to tackkid#sue of invasive alien species:

o Development of black/grey lists of invasive aligpesies based on a standardised impact
assessment protocol (ISEIA) (sédtp://ias.biodiversity.be

0 Reviewing/update of existing legislation to prevéemtoduction of IAS in Belgium (which
will lead to an import/export ban of some IAS addeal level, ban of introduction of IAS into
the environment in Brussels (art. 77 and 75 Orturey, etc.),

o Consultation of plant and breeding sectors to mmeeawareness and understanding of the
issue and identification of the most appropriateasoees (e.g. labelling, substitution,
information, etc.),

o Co-organization of workshop SOS invasions gathepoticy makers, scientists and other
stakeholders,

0 Research projects relating to IAS: MACROREG (Depgeilg a risk analysis methodology for
the registration of biological control agents (nmaorganisms)), Alien Alert (see:
http://ias.biodiversity.be/alienalgrt

0 Awareness raising on invasive alien plants in tbeti¢ultural sector at national level (federal
+ Regions): Life+ project "AlterlAS" (ALTERnativeso Invasive Alien Species, see:
http://www.alterias.b@/ Development of public awareness tools: updatethef brochure
"SOS invasions", new brochure on alternative plami®\S, DVD, development of a code of
conduct on invasive alien plants in Belgium ...

50



0 The Federal law on nature conservation of 12 JOl22modifying the law of 12 July 1973)
foresees a number of provisions on IAS (regulatepend or prohibit the import, export and
transit of non-indigenous plant and animal speaied their remains). In implementation of
this law, Pest Risk Assessments have been prepa®d 3 for 21 species.

Adoption of biodiversity criteria in public procurent policiesFor example, Federal and Regional
authorities encourage the use of certified wood inpublic works
(http://www.guidedesachatsdurableg.bEhe idea of "green procurement" is gaining papty and
biodiversity criteria are taken increasingly.

Make best use of Belgian expertise to supportrii@ementation of biodiversity-related conventions
in developing countries, facilitate technology tsfer and provide adequate capacity building.
Belgium participates as a member institution (RBJMSthe Consortium of Scientific Partners of the
CBD. A new framework strategy has been agreedeaétinl of 2012 between the Directorate General
for Development Cooperation (DGD) and RBINS foea years period (2014-2023), with the aim to
build scientific and technical capacities for a meffective implementation of the CBD in the partne
countries. Activities of the former program (2008%2) included i.e. the improvement of the
exchange of information on biodiversity and thdnireg of scientific and technical staff both in
developing countries and in Belgium. A frameworkesmgnent between the Directorate-General for
the Environment and RBINS also includes the capduiilding of federal actors, for a better
integration of biodiversity in their activities.

Involve the community through education and tragnifirainings on the theme of biodiversity were
organized at different levels. At the federal lewedhining cycles were provided, in partnershiphwit
the CBD National Focal Point team, to: the "undé@ews" of the Ducroire / Delcredere (Belgian
Export credit agency, 2010-2011); the Federal Dimrede General for Development Cooperation
(2011), the members of the SNCB Group (B-holdingrabel, Tucrail, Eurostation) (2012), the
Maritime Transport and the DG for the Environmet@12), the EMAS federal network coordinating
the environmental management of the federal ingiita (2012), the FPS Economy (2012), the FPS
for Public Health, Food Security and Environmeril(®), and the secondary school teachers (yearly
from 2011 to 2014). The training workshops wereeegplly adapted to the needs of the participants
with a special focus on their professional actbgti

2.5. Obstacles and challenges

Some of the main obstacles and challenges encednitethe implementation are the following:

The regulatory framework needs to be reinforceelarchnd precise. As many people will not comply
with the law unless there are clear consequenaesidocompliance, enforcement is essential to
ensure compliance with existing legislations aimangrotecting biodiversity (see SNB obj. 9).

It is difficult to find in Belgium sufficient releant expertise and without conflict of interest afxe
part in the work of the Biosafety Advisory Council.

There is a lack of indicators for the monitoring thie NBS for a rigorous evaluation of the
effectiveness of measures taken to implement NB&ctibes. This aspect is included in the updated
strategy, as a support mechanism for the monitarfrige NBS.

! This aspect is included in the updated strategya aupport mechanism for the monitoring of the NBSpport

mechanism 1: By 2015, adopt, apply and publishcetdirs for measuring progress against the stratdgéctives of the NBS.
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- There is a clear lack of funding to implement tigeotives of the strategy, since no specific financ
resources have been attributed for its implemenrtathlthough work is going on the Resources
Mobilization Strategy, it is not yet operationalize

- Further progress is needed for a greater involvémeall sectors and stakeholders concerned in the
implementation of the NBS, in order to promote #dresectoral integration of biodiversity. Therais
lack of a truly participative mechanism involvinget stakeholders and the general public for the
implementation of the CDB.

- Although the situation has been improving in thetew years, the importance of biodiversity id sti
not understood at its full value, neither by poliagikers nor by other stakeholders.

3. Regional and Federal action plans

3.1. Flemish Region
Environmental Policy Plan 2011-2015 (MINA 4 plan)

The Flemish objectives for the conservation of hiersity are included in the Environmental PolidgrP
2011-2015 (MINA 4 plan). An environmental policyapl is drawn up every 5 years as based on the
General Environmental Policy Provisions Decree dénfish Government (GEPPD, 1995). The
Environmental Policy Plan 2011-2015 succeeds thBAMplan 3(+), which ended in 2010. The most
important principle of the successive MINA plang@nsistency. The environmental policy plan is st
isolated effort: it is based on such documentshasenvironmental and nature reports. This plan is
followed up and refined in the environmental prognaes.

The plan’s primary function is to promote the edfiy and efficiency of the environmental policy and
internal coherence at all levels and in all ardasaddition, the environmental policy plan also lzas
external function, since it was established by #wire Flemish Government and is therefore a
commitment that has been made by every ministanifor her purview.

The plan contains eight challenges which guideetheronmental and energy policy in the long termg o
of these being “Conserving biodiversity and ecamystntegrity”. The objective of the Flemish nature
policy is to conserve, restore and strengthen tibdiversity within species, between species and of
ecosystems. The focus is on the conservation dbgschor the purposes of conserving biodiversity.

The operational objectives of MINA 4 plan are:

- In 2020, sufficient habitat will have been esistidd, re-destined, improved or demarcated to aehie
70% of the conservation objectives of the speaieshabitats to be protected in Europe.

-In 2015, the condition of endangered and protegtedps of species will have improved.

-In 2015, more quality nature under conservationagament will have been achieved.

-By 2020, forested area extent and quality have ongd.

A package of measures to be taken is providedgpatithese objectives, as well as the divisiotasks
and quantitative goals expected by 2015 for biagitg through indicators as the “butterfly indefrest
indicators or the total area under conservationagament specified in a management plan.

The evaluation of the status of biodiversity inrfelars and the follow-up of the implementation aé th

policy plan are carried out by means of 21 biodiitgrindicators, which are closely linked to SEBI
European biodiversity indicators. The indicatore published and regularly updated on the bioditersi
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indicators website  www.biodiversityindicators.pe  on the website of the plan
(http://www.milieubeleidsplan.Be and on the environment indicators websitev{v.milieurapport.be)
Pages in English are available.

Some examples of progress:

-Condition of endangered and protected groups of cigge (See:
http://www.Ine.be/themas/beleid/mina4/leeswijzen@lging/biodiversitely. The 2011-2015 policy plan
targeted a progress of 10% in 2015 for the “bufténdex”, compared to 2004. It is assessed to len
reached in 2010; but is again decreasing compar@®Q@4. The target for the “overwintering waterdbir
index” is a 10% progress in 2015, compared to 28035; with an index value of 384 in 2012, 78% @ th
target of the MINA plan 4 (2011-2015) is reachelle goal was assessed to be reached at 77% in 2011,
with a slight negative trend during the last yeaffie recent decline is a consequence of variattsra

In a number of important areas the carrying capduis been reached and numbers have stabilized or
even dropped. Along the River Sea Scheldt, numbleciined considerably due to changes in the food
supply as a result of improved water quality. Itikely that climate change is also an importand an
increasing factor in regionally changes in abundaara distribution.

-The Flemish ecological network (FENJhe ecological network is a network of linked potésl and
other valuable areas, so that species can migratetbe whole network. The FEN is supported by an
“Integral Interweaving and Supportive Network' (INPthat is composed of so-called interweaving areas
(150,000 ha) and of interconnecting areas betweematural areas of VEN and IVON. The 2011-2015
policy plan targeted 125,000 ha of Flemish ecolalgietwork (FEN), with nature as its primary fuocti

in 2015. This demarcation is outlined in regioni@npming programmes. In 2012, this goal is asse&sed
have been reached at 72%.

-Extension of the area with conservation managemém. Flemish Environmental Policy Plan (2003-
2010) targeted the creation of 50,000 ha of natwea with conservation management by 2007. These
include the officially recognised nature and foneterves managed by non-governmental organisations
(NGO), the nature and forest reserves managed éylmish governmental Agency and the military
sites mainly managed for conservation. At the bagmof 2003, the area with conservation management
covered 29,480 ha, or 59% of the target. By the @n@010 this increased to 43,241 ha (86% of the
target). In the Flemish Environmental Policy P{a011-2015), this indicator focuses both on publid
private grounds with an approved conservation gdlgte this, efforts on conservation management from
private owners are taken into account. Groundsowittan approved conservation plan are not included.
According to this new definition, 46,556 ha or ?&.6f the target (60,000 ha) was achieved by theoénd
2010. At the beginning of the planning period (20the area with conservation management was 63,329
ha or 90% of the raised target of 70,000ha.

- Sites designated under the EU Habitats and Birdedives: See 2.3. Protected areas: the Natura 2000
network in Belgium.

Operational Plan of the Agency for Nature and Ftses
The objectives and projects implement the visiorrealise more and better nature, forests and green

spaces and to bring nature to the heart of people the middle of society (See:
http://www.natuurenbos.be/nl-BE/Over-ons/Missie \@sie.asp¥.

2 In addition to providing a description of the dtijees of the plan, this web page also shows {hreigress and contain
interesting links and background information.
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- Objective 1: contribute to the ambitions for bicetisity through:

the development of conservation objectives and uareasin consultation with partners and

stakeholders

0 development of conservation objectives

o0 development of a monitoring plan for Natura 200@ dar the management of government
domains

the extension of the surface with effective natoreented management, with the target of an

additional 3000 ha every year

o Life projects

o focused acquisition of land

0 support NGOs

the implementation of a contemporary species policy

0 prioritise species for development of action plans

o0 avoid/mitigate impact by protected species

o0 develop strategy for invasive species

o Life and Interreg projects

cooperation with partners

o Life projects

0 cooperation projects for the rivers Schelde (Sigraa), Leie, Seine-Schelde, and the port areas
Gentse Kanaalzone, Antwerpse haven, haven Zegdbrug

-Objective 2: increase ‘experience and possibditie enjoy’ nature, forest and green spaces

ensure public accessibility in all government darsai

0 projects ADAGIO to increase accessibility and atikeeness of government domains, Bosland
support, facilitate and responsibilise partnerspiaslic accessibility of their domains

0 Nationaal Park Hoge Kempen

0 project Alden Biesen

enhance valorisation of nature, forest and greewwesp increase knowledge on economic functions
and insight in market systems and impact of managépractices;

0 project KOBE gathering knowledge on economic fuortdi of forests and biomass production
make that cost-benefits of nature are taken intmaat in decision making based on quantification
and monetary valuation of ecosystem services

0 projects on ES, benefits of Natura 2000, benefitgeen structures in cities

-Objective 3: enhance green spaces in and aroumesci

align green policy with societal needs
0 support and facilitate greening projects, set uppstitions

-Objective 4: fulfil conditions that are criticabf an efficient and effective nature policy

active participation in concertation and impleméota of international and European policy for

nature, forest and green spaces

harmonise various legislations on nature and fagsects and simplify procedures

0 integration of nature and forest legislation, depetent of new legislation on management of
nature areas and related subsidies

implement enforcement plan to induce respect faurea

contribute to the establishment of the new spatat of Flanders

contribute to the implementation of the integrateder policy

use a communication strategy to raise public astitutional awareness
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3.2. Walloon Region
The administration’s Strategic Plan 2008-2013

In Wallonia, the administration in charge of agligte, natural resources and the environment has
adopted its strategic plan for the period 2008-20t® plan will be renewed in 2014. This plan corga
four actions directly related to nature and biodbitgy protection. These actions are accompanied by
targets and indicators.

() by 2013, aframework decree on natuvering all component of the regional territorijl e
adopted: jurists are currently working on its elaiion.

(i) in order to enhance the implementation of Megtura 2000 networkdesignation billswill be
adoptedfor the 240 Natura 2000 sites (all of the Wall@ites) corresponding to approximately
13% of the Walloon territory.

(i) a project of an evolutionary catalogue of actioingsirlg among others to specifically preserve rare
and threatened habitats will be elaboratedhould aim at a better integration of natureiéssin
all relevant sectors and at encouraging exploitaéiod management methods favourable to wild
species. This catalogue should involve public andape stakeholders and define the general
objectives for recovery/restoration of nature/biedsity and to achieve the goal of stopping the
loss of biodiversity in Wallonia (see below).

(iv) the sustainability of forests ecosystems and wild taébiwill be ensured through the
implementation of forests and government naturervesmanagement plans. This specifies that 6
500 ha of forests must be designated as reserv@®18: At this stage, about 65% of the forest
area is covered by new management plans followhmy dircular Circulaire relative aux
aménagements dans les foréts soumises au régiestiédr which is a normative tool for the
management planning in public forests. The remgiaiea should be covered at an annual rate of
12,500 ha for the public forests and 1,300 ha &bure reserves.

Other actions of this strategic plan will also haveadded value for biodiversity such as:

- Management and survey of invasive alien spedlere will be measures aiming at reducing the
threats due to biological invasions in Wallania

- Integrated management plans for water courses

Wallonia Nature Network - Catalogue of actions

Given the difficulty to realise a Nature Plan, Wall decided to create a progressive catalogue of
concrete and realistic actions, and whose impleatient would bring tangible results. It was presdrite

the Walloon government in July 2013, and will bepresented end 2013 for approval, after consuftatio
with the advisory committees and concerned adnmnatishs. The catalogue, its annual assessment and
proposals for new action sheets will be presenteaually to the Walloon Government. A steering
committee and an animation cell will be set up. ©mplemented, the catalogue would significantly
increase the carrying capacity for wildlife in théalloon region. Particular emphasis is put on the
consideration of nature by all actors of the teryit As it is an open approach underpinned by a
participatory process, the goal is to graduallyaexpthe partnership while developing the catalogfue
measures. Creating a label "Network Wallonia N&twié bring together and federate the actions adie
underway and new projects in favour of nature. Walonia Nature Network will also offer recognitio
and visibility to field actors through numerous aoonication tools.

The actions are divided along 4 axes:

0. A basic axis: Create and maintain the dynamics
The involvement of the concerned actors througttaiilon and information;
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1. A transverse axis: Integrate biodiversity protecin all areas of human activity

The integration of biodiversity in human activitieg adapting methods of management and the
consideration of the impacts of all new projectdmuiversity: alternatives, mitigation and / or
compensation;

2. A vertical axis: Develop specific actions fordhtened species and habitats

Increasing biodiversity through the protection ités of high biological interest and through the
development of biodiversity-friendly habitats;

3. A legislative axis: Modernize legislation

Adapting regulatory and planning instruments (desrerders, specifications, etc.) so that they are
consistent with the current legislation on nattating, fishing and forestry.

An action sheet is associated to each action, whidhdes the operational objective for 2018, tb®s
involved, a description of the action with folloyp-indicators (actions and results), etc.

Other Walloon plans and policies related to biodsgy

- The newForestry code(entered into force end 2008) for the Walloon Ragputs emphasis on
forestry practices that encourage biodiversity. kding to the new Forestry Code, at least 3% of the
public broad-leaved forests must be under integisdrve protection status.

- The Sustainable Development Plan of Wallonia, apgoin November 2011 by the Strategic
Committee, includes seven axes divided into ohjestiand action plans. Several actions in the Plan
take into account, directly or indirectly, issuekated to the preservation of biodiversity.

- A sustainable development strategy is being prepéoe the Walloon Region.lt aims to ensure
consistency and strengthen existing plans agaiesiong-term vision of sustainable development for
Wallonia. One of the five challenges identified feustainable development in Wallonia is the
restoration and protection of biodiversity. A decradopted in 2013 imposes to the Walloon
government the adoption of a regional Sustainal@eeldpment Plan within the first year of the
legislature. The Wallonia Nature Network- catalogiieactions foresees to invite the public service
Wallonia to transversely integrate in its Sustaiedbevelopment Plan the biodiversity dimension.

- Chapter Il of the law on the conservation of nafn@ects a list of animal and plant species. Hue |
on the conservation of nature allows also that wipalities take more stringent measures for the
protection of animal and plant species. This cdigich good way to protect particular sites sucheas t
migration routes of amphibians. Unfortunately, nuipalities rarely use this possibility.

- The Walloon government committed itself in its @eation of regional policy for the period 2009-
2014 to create 10,000 hectares of nature resefvesarea of nature reserves created amounted to
5350 hectares end 2013. The Walloon network ofggtetl areas grows slowly but still has a rather
limited scale. The main factors involved are thenptexity of the procedure for designing sites as
Government Nature reserves and declining budgetsh® purchase of plots. At the end of 2011,
nearly 11,500 ha of natural sites (natural or foreserves and wetlands of biological interest) fiad
strong juridical protection status, which correggp®rio 0.68% of the Walloon territory. Experts
generally believe that it is necessary to providstrang protection status to 5-10% of the entire
territory. Therefore, at least 72,800 ha of ecalally important sites do not yet benefit sufficient
protection status in Wallonia. Additional effortseathus necessary to achieve the recommended
minimal surface.
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Species action plans

Several action plans for the conservation of endeatyspecies have been initiated since the begjrafin
the legislature, especially for amphibians, reptdad insects species, which are groups with afisigmt
proportion of vulnerable species, due to their thgpersal ability and their very specific ecologjicaeds.

The action plan for the sand lizafdacerta agilis)is being implemented. It helped complete the
inventory of locations where it was present, idgntior most occupied sites, actions to be taken
(completion of sites-sheets) and initiate varioosservation actions that have enabled the creafion
six state-owned nature reserves and the includithespecies in several planning projects.

The action plan for the common European adifgvera berus)is also under implementation: after
the completion of the inventory of occupied siths, each of these sites, actions expected were
examined at the level of each cantonment. A livdsfacility has been set up for individuals coming
from the rescue of endangered sites. Several atgussof plots for setting nature reserves havenbe
justified by the presence of the species.

The implementation of the action plan for the itk toad(Bufo calamita)is also partial. Given the
larger number of sites (240), half of them havenlibe subject of a thorough review to determine the
measures to be taken by the end of the year 20&3pther half will be reviewed in 2014. Many
presence sites of the species are affected bynaip@ project (slag heaps, brownfields, careers), s
actions often involve considering the inclusiortied species in these projects through mitigatiah an
compensation measures.

Three species of butterflies are also covered phaa of action under the LIFE program dedicated to
the preservation of these 3 species: the marghafyt (Euphydryas aurinip (draft prepared), the
violet copper Lycaena hellpand the large coppekycaena dispar(writing ongoing).

Concerning the European hams{e€lricetus cricetuy an action plan was drafted in 2005. Raising
awareness of farmers of the area to the establighofdfavourable crops has been conducted since
then. Unfortunately, the few acres of favourableasuges installed did not allow the maintenance of
the small relict population, which is probably exti.

Concerning the black grousgetrao tetrix) although no action plan has been drafted recesgieral
studies had been assigned to best identify thesnefetthe species and the main threats in Walldaia,
genetically characterize the population and to rdefthe required conservation measures. The
management plan of the State-owned Nature Resémbe dtligh Fens specifically took into account
the presence of this species: all areas of preseitte species are primarily managed in its favour
and predator control is applied. The opportunityagiossible introduction of individuals is currgntl
the subject of discussion that will build on theON criteria to identify risks and to assess success
probability.

3.3. Brussels-Capital Region

The coordinated regional law about nature

A new coordinated regional law about natureas adopted in March 2012, consisting of 119 lagiand
8 annexes, with the general aim of contributinghi conservation and sustainable use of compowénts
biodiversity. Measures taken under this naturedasvintended to:

maintain or restore to a favourable conservastatus natural habitats and species of fauna and
flora of community and regional interest;

contribute to the establishment of an ecolalgietwork in Brussels;

contribute to the integration of biodiversityan urban context.
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This regional law requires the elaboration of aaegl plan for nature, which should be adoptedhat t
latest two years after the coming into force of the (articles 6 and 8 to 11). It also foresees the
elaboration of more specific action plans (artné &2 to 14). These action plans would aim at:

- the improvement of the conservation status of mhpecies and habitats.

- the struggle against biodiversity threats suchnaasive alien species.

- the encouragement of sustainable use of biodiyersinponents.
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/uploadedFesitenu_du_site/News/Ord_Nature Natuur _2012.p
df?langtype=2060

Regional Plan for Nature

As required by the coordinated regional law abaittire, Brussels is currently working on the elabona
of a regional plan for nature and biodiversity.i#stf project plan has been adopted in Septembe3 Bg1
the Government. A public consultation on this pcoj@an is planned for the very beginning of ye@t4£
The final version of the plan should be adopte®0h4 and would be revised every 5 year.

The project plan outlines the vision of the regionthe long-term development of nature on itsitery
and articulates in the medium term around severtesfic objectives which are the following:

- Improve access to nature for Brussels inhabitants.

- Consolidate the regional green network.

- Integrate nature issues into plans and projects.

- Expand and strengthen the ecological managemeyreeh spaces.

- Reconcile wildlife hosting capacity and urban depehent.

- Raise awareness and mobilize Brussels inhabitarfiéssour of nature and biodiversity.
- Improve governance as regards nature.

These objectives are accompanied by a program ahefsures. Some examples of these measures are

given below:

- Strengthen the presence of nature in public spaces.

- Develop an operational plan for the implementatibthe ecological network.

- Develop an integrated vision for the maintenanakrastoration of agricultural areas and relics.

- Set up a “Nature Facilitator”.

- Develop a synthetic indicator to assess the inafusf nature into projects.

- Adopt a common referential for the ecological mamagnt of the green spaces.

- Reduce the fragmentation of biodiversity by findiagys to allow the fauna to move across transport
infrastructure (ecoducts and ecotunnels for example

- Optimizing the management of invasive alien species

- Develop a comprehensive awareness raising strategy.

The plan also foresees to « Take active protecgtieasures for plant and animal heritage speciess Th
implies that by 2016, BCR will adopt action plansorder to improve the conservation of:

- Swallows and Swifts, or more broadly, species giaeal interest nesting in buildings

- Species of wetlands and aquatic environmentsdgawtion plan) and more specifically for amphibkian
and yellow iris.

The Blue Network Programme

This programme aims to have an integrated, durahbk ecologically justified management of open
waterways in Brussels. The "blue network" is madeoismall rivers, ponds and marshes. It is deditat
to the enhancement of natural values and biodiyevgiile maintaining the access of the public te th
areas concerned. The physico-chemical and ecologicality of some rivers and ponds have been
monitored for many years. The evaluation - cardatlaccording to strict criteria established atdpaan
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level - shows that between 2004 and 2010, the bwararonmental quality of the Seine, the Canal &n
Woluwe has remained relatively stable (poor to gdedending on the course water). However progress
has been recognized for some bio-indicators atwotuwe and Senne. Moreover, the last assessment
conducted states that ponds located at the Wolwalleyvhave ecological quality moderate to high
(reaching the "good ecological potential”). The ioygment in the quality of these ponds can beeadlat
with the positive effects of the implementation tbé program "Blue Network" (see in particular the
"Report on the environmental impacts of the prodgz®gram of accompanying measures management
plan for the water of the Brussels-Capital "). arfPfor water management adopted by the BCR in 2012

in line with this programme (See 4.4 — Water managy#).

The sustainable Regional Development Plan

Rather than a review of the regional developmeah,ph newSustainable Regional Development Plan
(see:http://www.prdd.be) is being elaborated using a participatory procése area of interest will be
extended to the metropolitan area of Brussels.illtimclude middle term (2020) and long term (2040)
objectives. A clear vision will be proposed for @lincerned actors. One of the main objectives m@gho
during the public workshop on the quality of thevieonment is the protection and increase of biodiirg

in the city, under the vision element “green spacBsoposed strategic orientations include preservi
sites rich in biodiversity and securing the greetwork, combatting exotic species, increase cagryin
capacities as green roofs, birdhouses, etc.

3.4. Federal level
Federal Plan for Sustainable Development

The Second Federal Plan for Sustainable Developmeii04-2008 (FPSD2) (see:
http://www.fedweb.belgium.be/fr/publications/sppgthn_developpement_durable 2004_2008.jsp#.Uvp
YQPsluf9 was adopted by the Federal Council of Minister2d September 2004. Action 18 is devoted
to the preservation and maintenance of biodivemsigt actions 19 and 20 deal with forests and marine
waters. It was extended until the adoption of tlextnplan. A new Federal Plan for Sustainable
Development for 5 years is being prepared, whidhimglude the federal long term vision for sustife
development adopted in 2013 by the governmentyalhtie based on the outcomes of the federal report
on sustainable development.

Some specific measures and actions related tovaimsily and ecosystem services should be incluéled.
pre-project is in preparation and must be furthecussed in May 2014.

The FPSD2 determines the measures to be takee &dbral level to promote sustainable development.
It is characterized by a normative and indicatilanping but is not mandatory. The Plan therefore i@
regulatory power, but provides guidelines for tloéqy that the government intends to implement.

The follow-up of 78 indicators measuring the eviolntof Belgium towards sustainable development is
available onhttp://www.indicators.be/enit includes two indicators related to the biolkadi diversity:
population of farmland birds, fish stocks: numbweside precautionary values.

The first two federal sustainable development plé2B00-2004; 2004-2008) contain two objectives
(intellectual property rights, fight against biagdiry) and six measures devoted to the fair andade
sharing of benefits arising from the utilization génetic resources, including four already execaied

two in preparation. The executed ones are the nsdpitity of the federal government and / or apglie
locally (e.g. Projects of development cooperatiddhwever preventive measures and measures to
influence international bodies are in preparatind are also more difficult to execute.
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Action 18 of FPSD2 foresees the integration of Werbity issues into four key sectors: transpdrg t
economy, development cooperation and researchegifgpaction plan 2009-2013 for the integration of
biodiversity in those four federal key sectors tieyefore been developed to put Action 18 into jcac

It was adopted in November 2009. A mid-term evaduatvas conducted in 2011 and the final evaluation
will be conducted in 2014 (see 4.5 for informat@mthe results of the mid-term evaluation and bssi
follow-up).

For each action, the plan identifies the respoasilstor for implementation, a calendar of impleragah

as well as budget necessary for implementationnipias of actions are the following:

- Economy: a better integration of biodiversity irethctions financed by the Belgian export credit
agency, through the provision of training and thgaaisation of awareness raising activities (dedct
towards customers, staff, executive committee) ebigpment of potential partnership (public-public
enterprises), integration of biodiversity conceimghe business sector as well as the inclusion of
biodiversity in environmental impact assessmergrojects

- Development cooperation: the development of a todfat will help better integrate environment
(and in particular biodiversity) in projects fundeyglthe Belgian Development Cooperation

- Transport: the provision for the sustainable mansege of fields and infrastructures of the Belgian
railways company (ecological maintenance of embamks and use of less aggressive and less
polluting products for clearance of weeds fromttiaeks)

- Science policy: the setup of research projectstlier evaluation of the socio economic value of
biodiversity in Belgium.

Bee Health, Our Health: Federal Bee Plan 2012-2014

In 2013, a specific plan dedicated to the pres@mwaif pollinators, in particular, bees, has bearried
out. It includes about 30 actions and measureshniié@l with six main issues: the risk assessmett an
management for pollinators (including pesticidesk ranalysis), the integration of pollination in eth
policies and measures (including economy), thentateon of markets in favour of pollinators (in the
broader framework of biodiversity and ecosystenvises), the monitoring of honey bees and wild bees,
animal health policy and the traceabilty of hives(for honey bees only).
http://www.health.belgium.be/filestore/19084746/3e20abeille%20fr_internet.pdf

The marine environment

The sustainable management of human activitiesaafails under the umbrella of a ‘Master Plan’ thoe
North Sea. The ‘MMM’ Marien Milieu Marin) act of 20 January 1999 on the protection of tlzzime
environment in sea areas under Belgian jurisdicéistablishes the legal basis for the protectiothef
Belgian part of the North Sea against sea-rela@tutmn and for the conservation, restoration and
development of nature. Under the Royal Decree oDttbber 2005, five marine protected areas were
designated. The policy plan for the managemenhefmarine protected areas was prepared in 2008 and
has been approved in 2009.

In Belgium, the Marine Environment Service of tredEral Public Service for Public Health, Food Chain
Safety and Environment is responsible for suppgrtime national implementation of the EU Marine
Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD2008/56/E(. The Belgian transposition of the Marine Strategy
Framework Directive took effect in the Royal Deco#@3/06/2010 concerning the marine strategyHer t
Belgian sea grounds.

The global implementation schedule as proposetiénflamework directive, features a development in
two major phases; a preparatory phase up to Ma®,281d an executive phase as from 2016. For 2012,
the initial assessment of the current environmestatus and the environmental impact of human
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activities is scheduled, as well as the descripbiom good environmental status. Furthermore, absuraf
environmental objectives and related indicatorsehtavbe established. In 2014, a monitoring programm
will be established and implemented. Finally, ia 2#015-2016 span of time, the programme of measures
takes effect. However, in order to achieve a swfaegational implementation, the Marine Environinen
Service needs a detailed step-by-step plan thabéeis agreed upon in the International Environnhenta
Policy Coordination Committee.

The definition of good ecological status and enwinental objectives for the Belgian marine watengeha
been defined in 2012, in response to the Articles@ 10 of the MSFD. For each of the 11 descriptors
defined by the directive, among which descriptoonlbiodiversity and descriptor 2 on exotic species,
indicators and objectives are defined to achieeggthod ecological status.

4.Sectoral and cross-sectoral integration or mainstr@ming of biodiversity considerations

4.1. Introduction

As mentioned in chapter 2, Belgium’'s national stygt federates the country’s various biodiversity
initiatives into one common framework of action.e0of its overarching principles is sectoral inteigmra

It pays special attention to the need for the iraegn of the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity into the different relevantcsars of society including social and economic cext
Objective 4 of the Belgian national strategy deeith sustainable use issues such as sustainaldeiqiro
policies, agriculture, fisheries, forestry, huntiawgd tourism. Objective 5 specifically focuses entaral
integration; it is the backbone to achieving sedtamtegration of biodiversity concerns and engggin
stakeholders in the delivery of the NBS. It targatdeholder partnerships; the involvement of tlinape
sector; the identification of negative and positeiects in land use planning, transport and energy
encourages the development of financial instrumdots biodiversity; foresees the integration of
biodiversity concerns into national export creditigy and in import and export decisions, encousdtye
implementation of CITES, maintains and reinfordes $ocial function of biodiversity, and aims at the
integration of biodiversity values into nationallipes, programs, planning processes and reporting
systems ittp://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/strataaty).

The various administrations of the regional and fibderal government are the main implementation
bodies of the national strategy. They ensure thatobjectives provided in the biodiversity strategg
met through adequate initiatives.

Some strategies which integrate biodiversity comeare carried out at the national level:
National action plan for pesticide reduction

From 2013, the NAPAN (Nationaal Actie Plan d’Actiddational) has been established as the Belgian
national action plan for pesticide reduction asussted by the EU directive 2009/128. It includes th
Federal Reduction Plan for Pesticides 2013-201 PfRand the plans from the three Regions. Each of
these plans comprises both specific actions andrsctarried out jointly with the other memberstioé
NAPAN Task Force. It aims to reach the objectiveseducing risks linked to pesticides as define@&ih
Directive 2009/128/CE establishing a framework @mmmunity action to achieve the sustainable use of
pesticides.

The FRPP is coordinated by the federal agenciesharge of the standardization of products, which
allows taking many structural changes related sdigides issues through legislative changes. Exasnpl
of the measures foreseen in the federal and relgnaas to be implemented at the national level(gre
the harmonization of methods, standards and reportwater contamination by pesticides, (ii) ensgirin
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balanced information for non-professional userspajducts at the point of sale regarding the right
conditions of use, the risks to public health anel énvironment, including biodiversity and ecosyste
services.

Belgian National Climate Change adaptation Strategy

To prevent or limit severe damage to the envirortmenciety and economies, climate adaptation
strategies for affected systems must be developedt®mnal, regional and local level. In 2010, Befg
adopted its national climate adaptation strategyas 3 objectives:
e to improve the coherence between existing adaptatitivities in Belgium (assessing the impacts
of climate change, vulnerability to climate chamge adaptation measures already implemented);
e to improve communication at national, Europeaniatetnational levels;
* toinitiate a process to develop a national agpiam.
The Strategy summarizes the expected impacts matd change in Belgium in several areas including
biodiversity and gives an overview of the adaptatiteasures that have already been made in these are
as well as two cross-cutting areas: research aednattional cooperation. This strategy has initiatee
process of developing a National Adaptation PlaARN The future NAP will:
» provide clear and concise information about theptataon policies (at regional and federal level)
and their implementation in Belgium;
« identify national adaptation measures that wilesgthen cooperation and develop synergies
between the various governments (federal, regions).
The different levels of government (Federal GoveentnWallonia, Flanders and Brussels-Capital) have
carried out studies in order to prepare future FatRRegional adaptation plans that will provide the
baseline for the national adaptation plan.
Regional studies have led to the development abned) climate projections and provided informatimm
sectoral vulnerability to future climate conditions
The Flemish Region has published in 2013 the regiptan for adaptation to and mitigation of climate
change (Het Vlaams Klimaatbeleidsplan 2013-202@asdires for nature development and restoration of
ecosystems contributing to adaptation and mitigasice also included. Plan and information docusent
(in Dutch) are available onhttp://www.Ine.be/themas/klimaatverandering/klintigestklimaattips/wat-
doet-de-vlaamse-overheid/vlaams-klimaatbeleidspldre Walloon Region adopted in 2007 the Walloon
Plan *Air-Climate’ available orhttp://airclimat.wallonie.be/spip/-Plan-Air-Climattml. Brussels-Capital
Region approved in September 2013 the proposakepmject for the regional plan air-climate-energy
For more information on the Belgian National Climate Adaptation Strategy, see:
http://www.Ine.be/themas/klimaatverandering/ad agta¢ standenmap/nationale-adaptatiestrategie
The federal government has conducted a study tlyssnghe contribution it can make to climate change
adaptation (available amww.climatechange.heA draft federal Adaptation Plan has been deveiopn
the basis of this study and sectoral consultatibhs.federal plan will be finalised in 2014.

4.2. Flemish Region

The sectoral integration is enhanced and suppdintedigh concrete actions, often based on protamols
cooperation agreements with the relevant sectaneSsxamples are given below:

Water management

The Government of Flanders is striving to improaev quality and quantity in protected areas by ofay
an integrated approach of the water policy. Thennodjective of the Flemish water policy is to obtai
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good state of the water systems, an objective witicshares with the European Water Framework
Directive. Biodiversity indicators used to monifmogress towards water objectives are the following

- Defragmentation of rivers (carried out in cooperation with the administrataiwaterways and local
authorities). The fragmentation of watercoursesveys and sluices, together with the degradation of
water and habitat quality, is an important probfenthe conservation of aquatic species, in padicu
fish. In 1996, Benelux countries announced theetition of achieving free fish migration in all wat
catchments by 2010. This target was incorporatetienFlemish Decree on Integrated Water Policy
and the Flemish Environmental Policy Plan (2003@0H1n evaluation of the Benelux situation
shows that restoration is in progress, but far stmw to achieve the 2010 target. The target is
postponed and synchronised with the European Wai@mework Directive. In recent years the
restoration was focused on a priority network @érs of about 3.000 km. By the end of 2009, 171 of
the 789 barriers (22%) along this network had kaesadt with. Review and additional inventories of
the barriers also made a classification: 45 bartierlst priority, of which 14 or 31% has been edlv
and 682 registered barriers iff priority of which 109 or 16% has been solved.hifttrend shown
from the data of 2012 continues the removal of figrriers will not reach the present target.
Obstacles to a swifter achievement are lack of budgd work force and social complications. Mean

- while, migratory fish species are recovering slightrobably as a result of improving water quality
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=567&id_structuur=54

- Trend of ecological status in watercourses: the fisindex. According to the Water Framework
Directive the objective of good and high ecologigahlity should be defined for each water type in
terms of biotic scores for phytobenthos, macropyievertebrates and fish. At this moment the
dataset for Flanders is limited to invertebrated fish. The score system used for fish is the IBI
(Index of Biotic Integrity). This index evaluatesferent metrics of the type specific fish commauynit
Results are available for two periods: 1995-19968 2800-2004. No sampling point reached the
minimum standard of good ecological status in 19949, while only one sampling point out of the
250 reached this standard after 2000. In the pe2d@3-2008 not one measurement point was
encountered with an excellent score of the fistexnand the proportion of measurement points with a
good fishing community is very small (5 %). Folloagithe same trend in the future, the goal of 2015
will not be reached.
http://www.natuurindicatoren.be/indicatorenportgitang=en&detail=678&id_structuur=60

- Biological quality: In the assessment of the biological quality ofewé an index that is based on the
presence or absence of aquatic macroinvertebratds other biological quality elements are
monitored. During the measuring campaign of 20i4 BBl was determined at 361 measuring points.
Almost 34 % were assessed as with good or very dmoldgical quality. Both the European and
Flemish legislation set to be the good ecologitatius or good ecological potential achieved balsical
by 2015. The progress to the target for macro-ieeates is determined by another (sub)index,
namely the MMIF (Multi Metric Macro Invertebratesdex Flanders). In the period 2007-2011 only
19 % of water bodies scored good or better, 29 étescmoderate, 33 % inadequate and 18 % bad.
For other biological quality elements is the tardistance is still large. Only 6 % of water bodies
sampled for macrophytes scored good and aboveplygobenthos is 7 %. For phytoplankton meets
38 % of water bodies with the standard for chlogdipta. Over the past two decades, the biological
quality (BBI) of the Flemish surface improved slgvidut steadily. The percentage of measurement
locations with extremely or very poor quality dexsed significantly and the percentage with
moderate or good quality rose sharply. These pesdevelopments are the result of the expansion
and improvement of public water treatment and tifi@rts of businesses and agriculture. Substantial
efforts are needed to reach the final goal.
http://www.milieurapport.be/Upload/main/0_ENG _Indlicrrapport%202012/323351 mira2012E_Su
rface%20water%20quality accessible.pdf
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- Phosphorous concentration in rivers.According to the European Water Framework Directive
"good ecological status" should be achieved imatlral surface waters by 2015. Sufficiently low
phosphorus concentrations are an important pretondor obtaining this status. In accordance with
the Water Framework Directive, two target valuesplmosphorus have been set for each Flemish river
type: one to obtain very good ecological conditjcaarsd another to obtain good ecological conditions.
These targets are a prerequisite for the recovieagieatic communities. The indicator reports on the
share of survey points where these standards arevad. An increase in water purification capacity
and the introduction of low phosphate detergentsthat beginning of the 1990s resulted in
improvements. Since 1998 the indicator has shovemlydluctuations, but there is no clear increase
of the number of survey points with a good or vgopd ecological status. In 2008, 27% of the survey
points achieved a good or very good ecologicalustafo achieve the target (100% in 2015)
significantly stronger measures on a larger scalebw needed. The phosphorus concentrations in
Flemish rivers are among the highest in Europe (EE®1, 2008). Plants sensitive to high
phosphorous concentrations show a negative trehdsghorous concentrations in nutrient-poor
brooks and rivers are often too high to attainvefi@able conservation status for aquatic habitats a
species.

Agriculture

- Agri-environment schemes(in cooperation with the administrations for langeumanagement and
agriculture). In the framework of the Flemish pragmes for rural development (2000-2006 and
2007-2013), farmers get the opportunity to signfapagri-environmental schemes, in which they
commit themselves to do more for the environmeatire and the landscape than is legally required,
such as as: organic agriculture, planting and reaarice of orchards with tall fruit trees, preseovat
of local breeds, mechanical weed control, confugiechnique in fruit cultivation, cultivation of
Leguminosae, agroforestry. The Flemish Environmiddgdicy Plan (2003-2010) aims to put 16.750
ha of agricultural land under agri-environmentahesoes by 2010. Schemes for field margin
management and for the management of small landsel@ments (pools, hedges, wooded banks),
aimed at strengthening the ecological infrastricinrfarmland areas, have been widely adopted by
farmers. In 2011, 1,455 ha of field margins or heértimes the target, have been installed and
schemes for 101 ha of wooded banks and 200 km addsewere in place. The agri-environmental
schemes aimed at the development, conservatiorrestdration of specific farmland species and
communities show varying success. The scheme fanimal management (294 ha) is, together with
the scheme for nature management, one of the pepstlar and resulted in only 9% of the targeted
6.000 ha. On the other hand, schemes for farmlinad bow occupy 964 ha. Measures for birds of
arable land, new since since 2010, are very popudramount to 130 ha in 2010 and 331 ha in 2011.
Schemes for the Common Hamster were stopped. Gtpb4dbPb of the potential 1.500 ha intended for
the protection of species was realised. Quantéatiata on the results of these schemes are missing.
Agri-environmental measures were adopted withinEbeopean Rural Development Program 2007-
2013 to stimulate the on farm conservation of @al@aheepbreeds and 3 local cattlebreeds and fruit
tree varieties.

- Area under organic farming (actions supported by the administrations for adiice and land use
management). The area under organic farming remam@e or less stable between 2002 and 2010.
Between 2002 and 2005 the total area and the nuofberganic farms decreased slightly. In 2006
this trend was halted and in 2010 the organicaliyned area reached 3.822 ha. This area corresponds
to about 0.6% of the total farmland area in Flasd&everal socio-economic factors underpin the
stagnation. Firstly, biological farmers have expeced difficulties in marketing their products.
Secondly, traditional farming organisations errarsgdp uphold the idea that organic farming is
technically and economically less sustainable. $tagnation of organic farming in Flanders is in
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contrast with the strong increase in organicallymied area in the EU-15, where organic farms
comprised 5% of the total farmland area in 200/Ac&imid-2008, the Flemish government is seeking
to stimulate organic farming with a new action ptmed at achieving noticeable growth.

Nitrogen residue in agricultural soils. The 2010 target in the Flemish Environmental PoRdgn
(2003-2010) is 70 kg N/ha. The nitrogen residueretsed by 58% between 1990 and 2007 due to
reduced livestock numbers, reduced chemical fegtiluse, increased processing of animal manure,
increased feeding efficiency and an increased getmouptake and removal associated with yield
increases. In 2007 the total N residue in Flander®unted 80 kg N/ha, excluding ammonia
emissions. This is 10 kg N/ha short of the tartieghe measures are continued in the next yeaes, th
target should be achieved. The nitrogen residu&$eimish agricultural soils, as well as the ammonia
emissions from agricultural land use, are amondtgleest in Europe (EEA, 2005).

Area of high nature value farmland. About 2% (1,350 ha) of the 68,400 ha habitats afopean
importance in Flanders is in agricultural use. Tiegority are grassland habitats (1,125 ha). Besides
these habitats there are also 820 ha of habitategiénal importance in agricultural use. Most of
these regional important grassland biotopes ark rfaliral permanent grasslands which are little
fertilised and only used extensively. In June 20Bha (7%) of the grassland habitats of European
importance and 126 ha (15%) regional important skaasl biotopes are under agri-environmental
schemes. Within the EU-27, Belgium is among thentraes with the least high value nature farmland
(20%). For Flanders the high nature value farmiarestimated to be 7 %.

Farmers’ stimulation and awareness raisingAwareness raising initiatives were carried outhsas

a code of good agricultural practices nature aondibérsity to stimulate farmers to take into acdoun
biodiversity in their operations. Research and guiy were conducted to test, demonstrate and
stimulate sustainable use of biodiversity in fargnoontext, with local projects as i.a. green faitess
create pools, prune trees and hedges.... The Deparohé\griculture and Fisheries also financed
demonstration projects with direct positive effeatsthe (agro-)biodiversity, such as the projects o
sustainable manure use or on genetic diversityegetables hitp://www.zelfzadentelen.pewhere
information is gathered and shared to stimulatméas in growing their own seed of their own local
varieties. Many different projects focussing ontaumable food production and consumption were
carried out, i.a. direct selling and CSA-farmindeffish Strategic Plan), organic farming (Flemish
Strategic Plan), prevent food waste...

Other examples of implementation :

0 Biodiversity conservation measures e.g. on highuneavalue pastures prevent degradation of
biodiversity rich grasslands.

0 Integrated pest management in the fruit sector.

0 Reorientate the rural development policy towards peservation of biodiversity (AGNABIO

project: structural consultation between agricaltynolicy structures and nature policy structures,
structural consultations with the agricultural sect
(http://lv.vlaanderen.be/nlapps/docs/default.asp3id4).

0 The Flemish Decree on integrated water managenoadios concrete requirements with respect
to riparian zones along water bodies with speciBquirements on soil cultivation, use of
pesticides and manure use.

0 The Manure Decree transposes the European Nitregztde action program (for the period
2011-2014) into Flemish legislation and contains thquired regulations on distance rules for
manure use, timing of manure use and other reqaimés(sleep slopes, snow cover, green cover,
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residual nitrate in soil (soil and crop specificlues), mandatory advise on manure use in
horticulture).

0 Herdbooks of farm animals are supported; speciftenion is paid to activities aimed at
controlling the degree of inbreeding within the plapion.

0 The population structure of local breeds of farrimets is systematically monitored.

0 A collection of Rhododendron varieties is maintdine vivo and partly by cryopreservation at
ILVO (Institute for Agricultural and Fisheries Reseh,http://www.ilvo.vlaanderen.fhe

Forestry

- The Flemish forest policyis based upon multifunctional and sustainablestoyeand applied through
development of a management vision consisting of:
« specific and concrete guidelines for a closedture forest management,
+ a framework to assess the forest functions,
« a method for quality control,
« promotion and granting of FSC-label to forest,
* publication of criteria for sustainable forest magement and technical/financial support for the
implementation of these criteria by private for@shers (see below).

Area with management according to the criteria for sustainable forest management(in
cooperation with the private forest ownetgoported financially and technically by the Agerfoy
Nature & Forest). The Flemish Forest Decree allbws types of management plan: limited and
extensive. Limited management plans need to comvjity only minimum standards, while extensive
management plans need to comply with the criteoia dustainable forest management. These
approximately follow the guidelines of the Foresevardship Council (FSC), whose certificate can
then be easily obtained — in 2012 about 20,000 leaewgranted the FSC certificate. Forest
management plans are by decree compulsory foroadisfs larger than 5 ha. Private owners are
offered the choice between limited and extensiveagament plans, whereas extensive management
plans are compulsory for public forests. They dse aompulsory for private forests located within
certain nature oriented land use planning areas.cther private owners are encouraged to develop
extensive management plans through grants and foreger groupsBetween 1990 and 2008, 48,089
ha of forest management plans were approved (1%a0dxtensive and 28,987 ha limited). Around
32% of the 150,000 ha of Flemish forest area is novered by approved management plans. Nature
conservation management is applied in 15% of tka forest area. The steady increase of the area
with extensive forest management plans increasepdtential for a better forest quality — 19,286 ha
end of 2012. It is expected that this will haveosipive effect on biodiversity and ecosystem sawic
Incentives are provided for the use of criteria $astainable forest management in the management
planning and implementation.

- Controlled hunting for wildlife management
Organised and controlled hunting in Wildlife Managmt Units (WMU) is promoted so that hunters
can act as joint managers of the open space. pliescicriteria and indicators are being develojped t
evaluate the sustainability of the implementatind hunting plans and to review policies.

Military areas
- Cooperation agreement with the Ministry of Defencdor the management of the nature areas on
military domains.The agreement includes nature areas on the vamililary domains covering in

total about 15.000 ha in Belgium for which managein@ans are being developed, implementation
of measures for restoration and management, andtariag is being carried out. Part of the costs is
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covered by the income of wood sale. A large pathisf surface is also designated as Natura 2000 for
which an important LIFE-Nature project supportgyéascale restoration actions, mapping of habitats
and species distribution, dialogue for integratexhagement planning that takes into account nature
functions and military use. The Flemish AgencyNature and Forest manages now about 9,500 ha of
military grounds. Specific focus is given to thaservation objectives for Natura 2000 as specified
the management plans.

Business and biodiversity

Several actions related with business sector taae lbeen set up in the framework of the Environment
Policy Plan (2003- 2010) are still ongoing.

Sector-specific platformshave been established under the Department fordemuent, Nature and
Energy for exchanging information and sharing eigmee between administrations of the regional
environment authority and user groups such as:r&mwient and Agriculture, Environment and
Industries, Environment and Consumers, Biodiveraitgd Enterprises. The main objectives of these
platforms is to look into (1) possible common paxgmes in which the actors agree to take up their
responsibilities and through which the environmepé&formance can be improved; (2) cooperate for
improving jurisdiction and instruments and secfmedfic objectives.

NGO Natuurpunt developed guidance sheets for variaations for nature development and
conservation on domains of private compariigig://bedrijven.natuurpunt.be/

The objectives of the Agency for Nature & Forestslude other specific actions to enhance the
integration of biodiversity concern and measuresfmservation with socio-economic objectives:

Aspects that are being explored include degelopment of incentive measuresuch as green taxes,
support for land rehabilitation and restorationnature and landscape values, support for private —
public partnerships for biodiversity conservatiati@ans

New ways are being explored for effectiugegration of biodiversity into sectoral economic
activities, such as improving the biodiversity @it of environmental impact assessments, site
management and conservation of biodiversity on dasnaf private companies, sustainable provision
of raw materials, sustainable harvests and resaonactegement, certification schemes...

Consultation groups are set up between the Agency for Nature & Forastk Drinking Water
Companies, Waste Water Management (Aquafin), Wadstadling Companies (Remo), the
Departments Waterwegen & Zeekanaal (Waterways aadC&nal) and De Scheepvaart (Shipping),
Port Authorities to discuss environmental impaceasments and other approaches, finding best
solutions for limited impacts and for mitigationddor compensation measures and identify voluntary
practices to enhance natural carrying capacity ecmsystem functions. For example, there is a
cooperation agreement between the Agency for Na&urerests and REMO for the implementation
of an ‘Action plan for restoration and developmehhabitats’ on the sites of the waste management
company. There is also a strategic planning profmsisarbour development located in Natura 2000
sites that includes actions for restoration andseoration of habitats and species.

Consultation group between Agency Nature & Forests, the DepartmentifdbResources and the
Quarry Companies for sand and gravel exploitatmexplore relation with biodiversity values and
the proposed locations for the quarries, and dss@ions for finding best solutions for limited
impacts in the framework of ElAs, and for compeiwset and rehabilitation of natural values after
their exploitation. For example with the sand mincompany SIBELCO a cooperation agreement
was developed to restore the natural values dféesand winning.
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- With the private sector in energy production froinbass ways are explored for effective production
and retail of biomass from the Agency’s nature famest areas.

- Consultation and advisory committees have beenupetvith several sector groups to enhance
integration of biodiversity issues into their pag: agriculture, river fisheries, foresters, husite

Cooperation with local authorities

Under the Cooperation Framework with local authesit municipalities receive financial and technical
support for projects they submit for nature conaon actions. In the 2010-2012 planning 272 o318
municipalities undersigned the cooperation agreerfgn’nature’, and 102 projects for specific acso
received financial support. Only about 15% of thpsaiects concerned acquisition and restoration of
nature of forest areas, and only 5% for specieteption actions. The other projects include inataidh of
green roofs (60%), development and implementatfamanagement plans for parks and for road or river
verges (20%).

Information on the programme 2008-2013 and yeargraews of projects can be consulted on:
http://www.Ine.be/doelgroepen/lokale-overheden/§6822013

A review and restructuring of this cooperation sysis being carried out in 2012-2013.

Private-public partnerships and stakeholder invohent

In the short term, the Government of Flanders @seasing the number of partnerships with the peivat
sector, organisations and citizens to strengthenintegration of nature conservation, nature restum
and the development of measures in their projectagement. To achieve the biodiversity ambitions of
the Flemish authorities, the Agency for Nature Bodests focusses on the collaboration with partaeds
the integration into the policy of other entitigsdject examples: Boslantt{p://www.bosland.bg/L&R-
over Antwerpen, Nationaal Park Hoge Kempen, Zwimgnt plan, ...) . One objective of the
Environmental Policy Plan 2011-2015 is encouragmggrated nature management by NGOs, other
private owners and local authorities. The AgenayNature and Forests supports and facilitates gestn
as well as makes them aware of their responsibilityelation to the accessibility and the sustaimalse

of nature, forests and green spaces. Some exampl€ivate-public partnerships and stakeholder

involvement are given below:

- The private-public cooperation project that wasiglsthed for the protection of natural and cultural
heritage of the Herkenrode abbey and its surrogndieas provides a framework for the restoration
of the Herkenrode classified monument as well asHe restoration and development of the natural
values of the abbey garden, agricultural land amthards. The project includes partners from the
environment administration, tourism departmentyprcial authority and private sector.

- Private forest owners are organised in forest ggamipich receive technical and financial support for
the development and implementation of forest mamage plans that take into account forest
biodiversity aspects.

- Commissions have been established with the pralintier fisheries representatives and anglers
groups for an integrated planning and follow upnwinagement measures of fish populations and
river systems.

- Hunters are organised in Wildlife Management Uttt receive technical and financial support for
the planning and implementation of hunting actegtand wildlife management measures.

- With the Youth Organisation a charter was signeddf5 describing ways and means for the use of
nature sites and forest areas for their out-dotiviies while ensuring protection of natural vatue

- The National Park Hoge Kempen integrates objectifia@ssocio-economic activities, recreation
networks and measures for biodiversity conservadimhawareness raising.

- The NGO Natuurpunt sets up partnerships with peicatmpanies for nature development and species
protection measures on the areas around theiribgddand developed fact sheets to enhance such
practices by others.
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- In consultation with the users of the Scheldt regithe Sigma projects sought suitable locations for
establishing a flood control area along the Schaltl its tributaries, and combine it with new
opportunities for nature. Safety and nature arentiest important functions supporting the Sigma
Plan. A new batch of Sigma project starts everg fpears. The Plan will create no less than 4000
hectares of naturghttp://www.sigmaplan.be/en/

Budget for nature

The Flemish environment authority wants to evalwatd reform potentially environmentally harmful
subsidies. For this purpose, it is working on ali¢ive funding and on enabling other Flemish policy
areas (e.g. ecology funding) to have a greateuénfte on the use of resources for environmental
objectives. Collaboration with other policy areasddevels of government is an important point of
attention in several domains, including the varitvasks to evolve towards a green economy. In Fesd

a specific funds (Minafonds) has been establisbeteal with financial aspects of investments inftalel

of environment

4.3. Walloon Region

Water management

The Walloon Region has adopted the Water Code (GCedeEau) on 27 May 2004 to implement the
Water Framework Directive. One of its objectivegdsprevent additional degradations and to preserve
and improve the state of the aquatic ecosystemsedisas of the terrestrial ecosystems and wetlands
depending on thenfFor more information on water in Wallonia, seau.wallonie.be

Several measures are implemented:

- the decree on fishing activities

- the project 'Saumon 2000

- restocking projects with local varieties (troutaging ...)

- the application of the aquaculture regulation

- awareness actions by the 'Maison de la péchend@isiourses, ...

- restoration of aquatic environments

- the River contracts: their aim is to gather arotidtable all the concerned actors (of the valiey)
order to define together an action programme ferdstoration of the water courses, the adjacent
areas and the water resources of the bassinl(geal: authorities and stakeholder involvement bglow

- the working groups on water installed within soRlans Communaux de Développement de la
Nature'

- the river action programs by sectoral approach (BARYy to follow an integrated approach by
planning the different interventions (for NatureDR0the Flood Decree, etc.) in the short and the
longer term

- the Water Code and some resulting plans and pragram

» the '‘Plans d’Assainissement par Sous-bassin Hydptgques’ define the decontamination
and clean up regime for the relevant areas

« the programme for the sustainable managementrofgeit is the application of the Nitrate
Directive (part of the Water Framework Directive)

Some indicators:
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- Morphological quality of water courses out of the 354 bodies of surface water in the [d¢al
Region, around 70% are qualified as «natural», 2&% «heavily modified» (in other words,
penalised by major obstacles to the circulatiofighf or with artificial banks), and the remaining5
are «artificial» surface water bodies (canals). Bw Water Framework Directive stipulates the
implementation of a network monitoring the hydroptwlogical quality of watercourses. The
Walloon network will be operational by 2009. A eetunderstanding of the physical status of water
courses should help target and adapt measureshalireduded in the Walloon project of river basin
district management plan. The main actions aimrédipit access to the water courses for cattle, to
restore the functionality of rivers or to managetewacourses and their annexes in an ecological
manner.

- Biological quality of water coursesin 2010, 55% of the controlled surveillance sighswed a good

to very good biological water quality. The numbérsiies with a good to very good water quality
increased the last ten years mainly thanks to aedse of diffuse pollution, an increase of the
purification of used water and the ecological restion of certain water courses. Despite the sl@sne
of ecosystem recovery, a progressive improvemeatpected for the entire water network following
the implementation of additional measures foreseethe projects of the hydrographical districts
management plans. This improvement is connect@ttteasing awareness on the part of the general
public (in particular through River Contracts) amalv legislation, the effects of which have beemsee
in the increase in the level of treatment of wastder and the reduction in pollutant waste water
discharges. The implementation of the “Programmeedtion durable de I'azote en agriculture” and
the ecological restoration of watercourses alsmgeehave had positive effects.

Agriculture

- Eco-Efficiency in agriculture: there is a decrease of the used quantities tlfiders and pesticides
per harvested ton and per cultivated hectare. Gniewtural sector registers also a decrease of the
emissions of atmospheric pollutants (-13% for theeghouse gases and -11% for the acidifying
substances between 1990 and 2010). This eco-efficiggain is among others related to the
implementation of compulsory or voluntary programsn®ich as the programme of sustainable
management of nitrogen, the conditionality of agjtiral subsidies or environmental programmes
(such as biological agriculture) (see below).

- The agri-environmental measureslargely relate to biodiversity, the landscape gmdtection of
surface and underground waters. They foresee iwesnfor a better consideration of nature in
agricultural areas: by the end of 2010, 54% ofWedloon farmers (28% of the agricultural surface)
subscribed to one or more agri-environmental measulfhe most chosen agri-environmental
measures are the planting of hedges, the covefitigecsoil during winter, the preservation of trees
the natural grasslands and the grassy peat bogwe&e 1980 and 2010, the surfaces dedicated to
permanent grasslands registered the biggest dedlihen average loss of 1,920 ha per year. In 2010
5% of the Walloon agricultural surface was dedidéte the preservation of biodiversity (ecological
compensation surface). Agri-environmental measwese applied to more than 4,000 ha of
grasslands of high biological value. Concerningghdace waters, 2,317 km of the water banks (15%
of the total length of water banks bordering measlowv fields) are concerned by an agri-
environmental measure. In comparison with the 2Z80@5 version, more ambitious objectives have
been integrated in the Plan wallon de Développement Rural 2007-
2013(http://agriculture.wallonie.be/n/PDR2007-2013)pdfiming to encompass 50% of the farmers
and 20% of the agricultural surface in the agritbmmental measures system in 2013. The agri-
environmental programmes are reviewed regularlgrder to target the most effective measures and
priority zones from an environmental perspective. &gri-environmental measure aims to protect
threatened local livestock species.
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The number obrganic farms and their cultivated areas are on the rise. IrnL.2@pproximately 6.9%
of the Walloon agricultural area was covered byaoig farming. There is legislation in place
concerning the production and labelling proces$ésadogical products as well as concerning grants
for organic farming.'BioForum Wallonie'gathers the representatives of the biological grtdn
sector and coordinates their initiatives. It is sidlzed by the Walloon Region and promotes
biological products towards the public and profesals in the agricultural sector. The Bio Pilot
Centre is a technical guidance structure recograredsubsidized by the Walloon authorities and the
coordination centre of organic farming and hortictd initiatives. The strategic plan for the
development of biological agriculture to 2020 hasrb approved by the Walloon Government in
December 2012. It aims to promote production andsemption of Walloon bio products. The
Wallonia Nature Network - Catalogue of actions & 1,700 holdings under official bio control by
2018.
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpZmide , mdb1bf,default,1&mdblbfalias=Agricultur
e-biologigue&mdbibfreturnid=43&page=43

The conditionality principle in relation to grants for agriculture entered ifticce on 01.01.2005. It

is linked with several European directives, amortgers the Bird and Habitat Directives. The

conditionality principle contains following points:

- itis forbidden to remove indigenous hedges wittautrrban permit

- itis forbidden to drain Natura 2000 areas withibigt prior permission of the DGARNE

- itis forbidden to change the relief of a Natur®@@rea without an urban permit

- itis forbidden to plough Natura 2000 grasslandfeit prior permission of the Nature and Forest
Division

- the destination of the Natura 2000 areas foregeémei spatial plan has to be respected, mainly in
relation to forested zones

- it is forbidden to use herbicides in Natura 200@sgtands without prior permission of the
DGARNE

- itis forbidden to destruct strictly protected spsqdecree on nature conservation) or hedges on
the whole of the Walloon territory

- itis also forbidden to change considerably thelfarm

The utilisation ofphytopharmaceutical products and of nitrogenous and phosphofesilisers is
decreasing. Concerning the fertilisers, this tengleasults from a more rational use of fertilisersl
from the implementation of measures of the progranuhsustainable management of nitrogen in
agriculture. The Walloon authorities have elabatadepesticides reduction programme to further
decrease their use. Integrated pest management tairtimmit as much as possible the use of
synthesized fertilisers and phytopharmaceuticatipets, mainly in the fruit production sector. Aeth
end of 2008, the main label gathered 25% of thd&alproducers, equalling 45% of the production.

Preservation of genetic diversity:A collection of ancient fruit tree varieties is naged by the
Walloon Agricultural Research Centre. Other actiamglertaken to preserve or develop genetic
resources: the cultivation of spelt and a barleyety, the conservation and valorisation of theedien
patrimony of the mixed type of the Belgian Blue afidhe poule ardennaise

Forestry

Some recent legal measures (new Forest Code, nesasuprotect the Natura 2000 network) go in the
direction of improving the carrying capacity foodiversity of the Walloon forests. The ambitiontioése
measures remains weak to drive significant positivenges in the conservation status of forest &igbit
Many tools are available to improve forest biodsigrand sustainable forest management:
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The ‘Circulaire relative aux aménagements dans les far&oumises au régime forestiers a
normative tool for the management planning in pulitirests (270,000 ha in Wallonia, including
regional nature reserves); at this stage, about 668bte forest area is covered by new management
plans following this circular; the remaining ard®sld be covered at an annual rate of 12,500 ha for
the public forests and 1,300 ha for nature reservdg 'Circulaire Biodiversité en Foréts'
recommends integrating measures with a more bicgltydriendly dimension within the objectives
of forest management.

A new Forestry Codeentered in force in Wallonia end 2008. The ainthef new code is to safeguard

the regeneration and sustainability of forestsywalf as an optimum dynamic balance between its

economic, ecological and social roles. Certain ahjes are imposed on both public and private land

owners (choice of species appropriate to local itimms, diversification, measures favouring biodi-

versity, restricting clear cutting, drainage anguih reasonable opening up to the public, etc.)s Th

code applies to around 540 000 hectares of for€ste. of the objectives of the Forestry Code is to

combat climate change and to preserve biodiverkistipulates that the sustainable development of

wood(land)s and forests implies the applicationertain principles such as:

- the preservation and improvement of forestry resesiand their contribution to the carbon cycle

- the preservation of the health and vitality of &irecosystems

- the preservation, conservation and improvementafiersity in forest ecosystems

- the preservation and improvement of the protedtimetions of forest among others related to the
water and the soil

- the preservation and improvement of other socigvegoc benefits and conditions - the use of
pesticides as well as the burning of branchesrisidden in all forests.

In the Walloon Region, PEF€ertified forests cover nearly about 53% of the Region’s forest srea
The owners engage themselves voluntarily to difyerfiieir forest, to maintain dead wood, to
maintain patches where trees can grow old, etcs T@ans that 17.1% of the Walloon territory is
developed sustainably, even though the primarycblg is not the conservation of biodiversity.
Nearly 90% of certified forest land belongs to peitkdndowners.

Opened in 2011, theValloon Observatory for forest health (OWSF) is a powerful tool for the
evaluation and Phytosanitary Surveillance of thdld@a forests in the short and long terms. In the
particular context of global warming and the preagon of biodiversity, OWSF proposes prompt
solutions to health problems, calamities, extengiest or disease or other problems that affect
Walloon forests. Health monitoring is the basipiple of the plant forest monitoring because it
allows saving a problem when it is observed. Fohestlth is obviously considered on the whole
territory as well for public forest as for privdtaests.

About 150,000 ha of forests are includedNiatura 2000 management contracts will be concluded
between the authorities and the owners, to impléthenobjectives of each site.

The application of th&ecological tree varieties registry'allows to optimise sylvicultural practices as
well as to improve ecosystem functioning, the mah@nd water cycles, and the biodiversity of the
undergrowth.

Pro Silva: Currently, the Walloon forest area managed thindfiegestry Pro Silva is about 10,000 ha
or 2% of the Walloon forest. This mode of foregtmgets a lot of enthusiasm and it is hoped that by
2018, 6% of the Walloon forest (at least 80% inegament forest) will be managed in this way. This
is one of the objectives of the actions of the W@l Nature Network — catalogue of actions.
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Land use planning

Wallonia’'s 23 ‘plans de secteur’ (land use planpimgainly aim to manage the pressure that
urbanisation puts on the area by defining zoneshvban be built on (270,000 ha) and zones to be
used for agriculture, forests, or wildlife (1,40000ha). The areas defined in the ‘plans de secteur’
largely correspond to actual use for agricultuasld (91% of agricultural land in agricultural zones
and forest land (88% of forests in forest zoneg)wever, 27 % of the wildlife areas defined in the
PDSs is built on.

The principle of compensation since 2005 in Wallonia, any new zone to be urbethimust be
compensated either by a modification going in theeodirection, for a similar-sized area not to be
urbanised (agricultural, forest, natural, etc.), lmy “alternative compensation defined by the
Government”. The Wallonia Nature Network — catal®gid actions foresee that by 2018, a Walloon
system for planological compensation in favour imidiversity would be adopted, implemented and
followed-up. Furthermore, the implementation ofamisation projects within the framework of the
ZACCs (zones d’'aménagement communal concerté) despam an urban and environmental report
which must look at the impact that the projects mmaye.

The'Walloon Code of Land Management, Urban Planning, Hritage and Energy '(CWATUPE)
identifies a natural zone as intended for pres@mwator the protection and the regeneration of a
natural environment of high biological value or leto species (terrestrial or aquatic) that nedakto
protected. The only actions and operations alloimethis type of zone are those necessary for the
active or passive protection of the environment tnedspecies. A green spaces zone is intended for
the preservation, protection and the regeneratioth® natural environment. It contributes to the
landscape or forms a vegetated transition betweeeszwith incompatible destinations. A forested
zone is destined to forestry and the conservatfaimen ecological equilibrium. It contributes to the
preservation or the development of the landscape.&agricultural as well as park zone designations
also allow to a certain level to use some of thrateey for ecological or landscape purposes. This
code also regulates the classification of areagesulo protection measures. Several sites of high
biological interest are already listed. It foresdéies urbanisation permit for which the Nature and
Forest Division is consulted for requests withie tNatura 2000 zones as well as within forested
zones. It foresees the possibility to impose edolddiaisons to guarantee that animal and vegetal
species can migrate from one biotope to anothestiftulates also that sites necessary for the
ecological network should be mentioned in the 'Pleommunaux d'aménagement’. Discussions are
currently ongoing to include new measures relatedNature (in particular Natura 2000) in the
CWATUPEand in théWalloon Rural development Program’.

One of the eight objectives of tihegional development scheméalso foreseen by the CWATUPE)
aims to valorise heritage and protect resourceshgyprotection and development of natural heritage
(aiming for the sustainable development of the Begithe integration of the landscape dimension in
spatial planning and the protection and sustainaaleagement of resources.

The Wallonia Nature Network — catalogue of actions foresees a systematic deration of
biodiversity in the granting of permits by compeétanthorities by 2018. It also foresees that bi&0

a technical guide will be published and dissemish&be housing companies, architects, entrepreneurs
and citizens to ensure the inclusion of wildlifeidg the construction or renovation of buildings.

Military areas

Cooperation agreement with the Ministry of Defencedor the management of the nature areas on
military domains.The agreement includes nature areas on the vamililary domains covering in
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total about 15.000 ha in Belgium for which manageinmans are being developed, implementation
of measures for restoration and management, andtariag is being carried out. Part of the costs is
covered by the income of wood sale. A large pathisf surface is also designated as Natura 2000 for
which an important LIFE-Nature project supportgéascale restoration actions, mapping of habitats
and species distribution, dialogue for integrateahagement planning that takes into account nature
functions and military use.

Local authorities and stakeholder involvement

Several initiatives on the basis of tharticipatory approach contribute to biodiversity protection in
Wallonia: Municipality plans for Nature developme(RCDN), Nature Parks, and River Contracts
(Contrats de Rivieres). They include actions irofavof biodiversity conservation and protectionoagl
scale. Two other nature development programmessfocu“roadside management” (e.g. through late
mowing) and “attics and steeples”. In 2007, 62 %nainicipalities were involved in one or two
programmes and 18 % in three programmes. Four mpatitces are involved in all of the programmes.
There were 47 municipalities which were not yetoiwed in any programmes. The most successful
programmes are the «roadside» and «attics andeseegonventions. More than 13,000 km of roads are
under the “roadside” convention in Wallonia (212 maipalities and 1 province). Early 2013, 128
municipalities were involved in the «attics andegles» convention. The Wallonia Nature Network —
catalogue of actions foresees several actionsdogthen all these initiatives.

- River contracts are participative management structures whoseisito bring together everyone
working in the same water catchment basin, whethey come from a political, administrative,
financial, associative or scientific background, ander to define a programme for restoring
watercourses and their surrounding areas in a onsnaéway. Early 2013, 18 river contracts were
active. The river committees are working on 19 rrikasins covering more than 95% of Wallonia.
Furthermore, 215 Walloon municipalities over 262ébecome partners in a river contract. The river
contracts currently incorporate more than 5,00ast the majority of which (66 %) are intended to
practically preserve and improve the qualitativly§ical, chemical and biological), quantitative,
historical and aesthetic aspects of watercourses.
http://environnement.wallonie.be/contrat_riviere/

- Municipality plans for Nature development (PCDN)is a program of action that serves to maintain,
develop and restore biodiversity at local leveloiving all local actors. Each municipality designs
and develops its own plan, according to the char@tics of environments and actors on its teryitor
The PCDN focus on two objectives: the realizatidrpmmjects such as ponds in schools, orchards,
hedges, agri-environmental measures with farmdrs, maintenance and management of nature
reserves, operations " attics and steeples" anddside”, and the continuous awareness of the
population to ...). Early 2013, 92 municipalitiesthe region were engaged in an active PCDN.

- At the local level, municipalities are encourage@dopt d.ocal Agenda 21 This corresponds to the
writing, in collaboration with the public and locstakeholders, of an action plan with concreteoasti
to implement short, medium and long term. Theselare presented in Wallonia as Communal
Rural Development Plans (PCDD). Themes involvedhese plans include environment and land
planning such as green spaces management.

Business and biodiversity
Agreements exist with the private sector (quaridestricity companies, railroad companies ...).

Some examples of public-private partnerships:
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- Elia (and formerly Electrabel) have signed convargiwith the Nature and Forest administration for
the ecological management of areas under highgelkdectrical lines.

- Electrabel (electricity provider) sponsors sevgraijects including the ‘Aquascope de Virelles’, an
interpretation centre on wetland areas

- Electrabel, Triodos, Vivara are partners of thaireaprotection organisation Natagora

- Interbrew (In-Bev, a brewery multinational) sporssarprize for nature conservation initiatives

- Valvert (mineral water company) finances a Natuhea Festival.

- GlaxoSmithKline has a programme for the rehabititabf wetlands around one of its site and has a
public awareness programme for its staff members.

- Natagora has established partnerships with prisatepanies for the greening of spaces around their
buildings and infrastructure (nature-friendly deyhent of sites).

- There are conventions with quarry companies foptieservation of swallow populations.

- There are rehabilitation plans set up with cemeatrity companies so that sites that are not exploite
anymore can be returned to natural areas.

- ECOSEM is a private company (university spin-offesialised in the production of indigenous seeds
and plants of local provenance.

- The Wallonia Nature Network - catalogue of actibm®sees that by 2018, 10 sectorial charters will
be established and implemented with interestedneest Sectoral charters aim to develop
biodiversity-friendly practices and also to allometconcerned industries to communicate about these
actions. For example, the federation of quarry (20D signed in April 2012 and began to
implement a sectoral charter on biodiversity (See:
http://www.fediex.be/uploads/File/FEDIEX%20RA%2020420BD%20FINAL.pdf page 20). The
Direction Nature is currently in contact with otrssctoral federations: Aguaviva, Infrabel, SPAQUE
and Agoria. These four charters could be signétDit8.

Consultation groups and advice bodies

- The CSWCN (Walloon Council for the ConservatiorNafture) mission is to advice, upon request or
on its own initiative, on any matter relating te tbonservation of nature, including the protectibn
flora and fauna, the creation and management of@a¢serves and Natura 2000.

Budgets for nature development

In the Walloon Region, nature budgets are orietwcrds protection measures and the management of
sites with a biological interest (acquisition, mgeaent, Life Nature projects ...). While they only
represent a part of the resources mobilised, th#gdts dedicated to nature development provide
information about the action potential taken by dléhorities, as well as about the major focusesviwk
undertaken in this area. The budgets for natureeldpment have been going up slightly in Wallonia
during the period 2005-2008: + 54%. More than 48Pthe budgets are allocated to protection and
management measures for sites of biological intépeschase and management of natural reservek, LIF
Nature programmes for the conservation of Natuz02tabitats etc.). An important part of the budget
also attributed to measures such as the 'comblek@ters' project, delayed mowing projects of road
verges, the municipal plans for the developmennaifire, ... They represent around 10 % of the total
budget, depending on the year. The Walloon Regas & specific financial instrument for the Natura
2000-sites: the decree of the Walloon GovernmenB8@D4.2009 in relation to compensations and
subsidies within Natura 2000-sites.

Financing of biodiversity was quantified for 201fidaaround 60 million € were invested for biodiversi
that year.

Financing of several measures have a direct effetiodiversity:
- Measures in relation to agri-environmental subsidie
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- Natura 2000 remunerations for the farmers andhiefdrestry sector

- Conservation and valorisation of the rural patrignon

- Dispensation of property tax and of successiondmmdtion rights within Natura 2000.

- Life programs: since 1992, more than 55millionsosuwere invested in 21 programs

- Subsidies for biological agriculture.

- Supplementary subsidies for agri-environmental mmesssin Natura 2000 sites and in the main
ecological structure areas (SEP).

- Subsidies for the planting of hedges, tree rowsandards.

- Subsidies attributed through tlifdan Communal de Développement de la Natdioe'delayed
mowing, hedges, for the progracombles et clocherswithin river contracts, for the Maya Plan, for
natural parks, for the acticBemaine de I'Arbreétc.

- Subsidies for the regeneration of broadleaved anifar species.

- Subsidies for the management of open spaces

- Subsidies for the acquisition of land that willdesignated as nature reserve.

- Forestry Code: dispensation of succession and donaghts to improve the profitability of forestry
production. This disposition also stimulates prévatvners to develop forest stands with a diveiifie
age composition.

- Moreover, the Walloon Region gives subsidies tamaassociations for management or for
communication and awareness purposes.

During the period 2000-2010, the total budget cedid to the environmental quality monitoring networ
more than doubled, to reach 17 million euros in@R@bout 90% of this sum was dedicated to the obntr
of the water and air quality.

Climate

. The Walloon climate changes adaptation stratatiyemcompass a section on biodiversity. It wikéa

biodiversity into account when designing and apmyihe numerous adaptation measures.

. Several measures of the Air-Climate Plan takdil@rsity into account:

- determine the critical loads of nitrogen, heavyatsgtpersistent organic substances, etc. and take
action when levels are exceeded

- facilitate the migration through an adequate edoldgetwork

- preserve the role of forests and natural spaces

- take measures to prevent erosion, for exampledytiply hedges

Waste management
The preparation of the Walloon Waste Plan - 202tnhigerway. One of the transversal action progrdams i
includes is regarding sustainable production. Blkison program aims i.e. at defining objectivearid to

enable the characterization of sustainable prodwtiite integrating sustainable developments aspects
such as the biodiversity.

4.4. Brussels-Capital Region

Water management

The Brussels-Capital Region (BCR) adopted in 201igsaplan for water management and a program of
measures to improve water management on its tefrito includes a strategic theme “Quantitatively
restore the hydrographic network” in order to aehithe quality objectives required by the EU Dinest
including environmental objectives. An operatioonajective aims at the recovery by surface waters of
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their role of supporting ecosystems. A registeprotected areas was proposed, as foreseen in thgetW
Framework Order” (2006) htp://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/mopdf/2006/11/03df) establishing a
framework for water policy in BCR. It will be updst for each review of the water plan (2015, thesrev

6 years). It includes designated zones requiringcigp protection under specific legislation on the
protection of surface water and groundwater and dbeservation of habitats and species directly
dependent on water areas.

Land use planning

One of the most important threats to biodiversity Brussels is urbanization. The integration of
biodiversity in land use policy is not easy. Nekeless, the Regional plan of soil allocation (PRAS)
indicates the sites where nature conservation hagptiority. A distinction is even done betweenhhig
nature value areas and other nature areas. Thagdigns allocations to areas it defines. Requingsria
relation to all areas and each type of assignmemteaacted. But these provisions do not confer a
protected status on areas of ecological interestesacts and works are banned but nothing is reduir
terms of maintaining the biological value of théesdr type of management. In addition, the scope of
protection varies depending on the assignment @stipn. However, there are eight assignments liteely
confer protected status, small but real, to sitescological interest (Green areas, Green aredsgbf
biological value, Park areas, Areas of sports adaor recreation, Cemeteries areas, Forest areaasA
of easements on the edges of woods and forestiuitgral areas).

This plan was updated in 2013. Sk#p://www.pras.irisnet.oe/PRAS/

Forestry

Important efforts are done to integrate biodivgreibnsiderations in the forestry policy. The Brisse
Sonian  Forest covers 1,654 ha, ie. about 10% ofe thregional territory
(http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiPaliers/Niveau2.aspx?id=4720 112 ha are
protected as forest reserves, including 36 hatagrial reserves. It belongs to the Natura 2000 ortas

it contains nine habitat types protected under ltabitats Directive, and benefits of a specific
management plan which largely takes nature intowtic The goals of the management plan are: enhance
forest biodiversity, maintain or restore some oftipalar ecosystems, partially maintain the cathédr
beech grove, secure a diversity of quality landssapgnhance the historic and cultural patrimony,
maintain the forest clean, welcome the public,séatpublic demands for recreation and provide adgoo
cohabitation between multiples activities, limitigities that could damage the soils, inform andyhten
public awareness on nature and sustainable manageonetect water resources of the site, tend tdsvar
natural regeneration of forest stands. The dedmmatf new protected areas is an offshoot of theecu
management plan for the Sonian Forest. Buffer zanesnd protected sites, weakened areas or wildlife
refuges, they were designated in 2007 to fightresjdorest degradations. Their status is lessicase
than the reserves. However, it imposes to limittthéfic to the paths and force masters to keejy thegy

on a leash. 34% of the territory of the Sonian $greome 564 hectares are affected by this sthtus.
addition, the management of the Sonian forest oéspbe criteria of théorest Stewardship Council
(FSC) who gave their first attestation (IMO-FM/CQGB023) on 25 November 2003.

Management of public green spaces

Certainly to be mentioned is the Brussels effortntanage green spaces as biodiversity-friendly as
possible. It is called “differentiated managementb pesticides are used, favour is given to native
species, dead trees are maintain as long as psegpleity is secure, grass are less often mowedewher
compatible with the recreational demand. The NatBlen (in preparation) foresees to extend and
strengthen this ecological management of green espaby promoting guideline®f ecological
management applying to urban green spaces, adogtimgpmmon reference framework for the
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environmental management of green spaces, andog@veland implementing management plans for
green spaces and spaces associated to transport rastrin€tures.
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiPaliers/Informer.aspx?id=1834&langtype=2060

Eco-construction

Lots of efforts are made towards thechitects and the construction sector among others with the

publication of a guide book on eco-constructiondmfessionals. Several chapters concern biodiyersi

- How to maximise ecological productivity (based ba Biotope Area Factor developed by authorities
for the city of Berlin, Germany) (fiche TER 05)

- How to build green roofs (fiche TERO06)

- How to set up green walls (fiche TERQ7)

Training workshops are also organised for profesdio

http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiPaliers/Niveau2.aspx?id=106

4.5. Federal level

A federal plan for the sectoral integration of bi@asity in four key sectors was adopted by thesfall
government in 2009. This plan is a response to3keond Federal Plan for Sustainable Development
2004-2008’ (FPSD2) adopted by the Federal Couriddinisters on 24 September 2004. This plan i$ stil
valid until the adoption of the next plan.

The federal plan for the sectoral integration addbiersity was elaborated by four multi-stakeholder
committees representing respectively the majorradto the field of transport, economy, development
cooperation and science, as well as environmené ddmmittees were chaired by the ministerial
departments in charge of the sectoral activity eamed, while the secretariat was carried out by the
federal ministry of environment. Table 4 highligtite composition of the committees.

Table 5. Committee members involved in the prefpamabf the federal plan for the sectoral integratiof
biodiversity. The brackets refer to the categorgtakeholder.

Sector Chair Members

Transport Mobility and Transport| Mobility and Transport (administration)
Environment (administration)
National railway company (SNCB-NMBS Group) (agency)

Economy Economy Economy (several departments) (administration)
Environment (administration)

Finances (customs) (administration)

Foreign Affairs (administration)

Sustainable development (administration)

Export credit agency (Ducroire-Degueldere) (agency)

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (sdfeninstitution)

Development Foreign Affairs Foreign Affairs (administration)
cooperation (Development Foreign Affairs / partim Development Cooperatiodr{@nistration)
Cooperation) Environment (administration)

Sustainable development (administration)

Belgian Technical Cooperation (agency)

Federal Council for Sustainable Development (adyibody)

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (sdfeninstitution)

Royal Museum for Central Africa (scientific instiitwn)

National Botanic Garden of Belgium (scientific istion)

Universities (Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Universit van Antwerpen, KU
Leuven (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven), UCL (Unigéé catholique de
Louvain), ...)
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KWIA/NODO asbl (NGO)

Scientific policy Science Policy Science Policy (administration)

Environment (administration)

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (sdfeninstitution)
Royal Museum for Central Africa (scientific instiitwn)

National Botanic Garden of Belgium (scientific iistion)
Institute of Public Health (scientific institution)

Veterinary and agrochemical research centre (sfiemistitution)

A steering committee gathering the responsiblequend each sectoral committee ensured coherence of
the whole process. A public consultation took plaeeveen 1 November 2008 and 3 January 2009. The
plan entered into force in November 2009.

The plan identifies, for each sector, a numbermoiceete actions (with identification of the respblesfor
the implementation, timing, etc.). The plan hightglinks between actions and the relevant objestif
the National Biodiversity Strategy.

For each sector, different key areas with sevamatiete actions each have been identified:

- Transport: maritime transport (limitation of introduction ofvasive alien species), construction, use
and the dismantling of ships, Belgian Railways Camp

- Economy. the question of bio-energy, economic and findnffiederal) instruments, access and
benefit sharing, private sector involvement, susthie use of biodiversity.

- Development cooperatiort traditional knowledge; capacity building; commeetion, education,
awareness raising; environmental assessment oflafewent cooperation activities, integration of
biodiversity in policies of partner countries; edusonservation; climate and biodiversity.

- Sciencepolicy: biodiversity integration in all research sectdmls to improve access to data and
information, mobilize scientific competences in gog of sustainable development policies.

As far as the Belgian part of the North Sea is eamed, the policy plan for the management of themaa
protected areas includes a number of actions, whigjet specific sectors, in particular the fisheegtor

and the harbours. The policy plan foresees stracagreements and cooperation with these sectors to
prepare appropriate measures to restore the faveustate of conservation for threatened habitaegy
and species.

One cross cutting action is also identified in phen (applying to the four sectors):
- Effective integration of biodiversity when makingegegic environmental assessments.

Here below are some examples of implementatiotiseoplan:
Transport

- Training: To make students of the naval schools aware df@mmental modules of the International
Convention on standards of training of seafaresgijfication, and vigil. The revision of the STCW
Convention (Convention on Standards of Trainingrti@eation and Watchkeeping for Seafarers,
1995) was completed in July 2010, and measuretedeta the protection of the marine environment
have been incorporated into training programs.

- Taking specific measuresin fishing areas and reserves in favour of mafaa and flora was
implemented through the policy plan for marine pobéd areas.

- Species introduction: The risk of species introduction in marine areas wensidered during the
development of the federal maritime policy, inchulithrough appropriate application of appropriate
instruments.

79



Economy

- Biofuels: a study evaluating the biodiversity impact of tthevelopment of agro-fuels, including
genetically modified plants, in Belgium has beemalised (under funding by the federal
environmental administration). This study compriges®e main parts: study of the environmental
(biodiversity) impacts; analysis of the socio-eamimimpacts; and policy recommendations.

- Invasive alien speciesa legal framework aiming at preventing the intrciibn of IAS in Belgium is
in preparation: The Federal law on nature consenvaitf 12 July 2012 (modifying the law of 12 July
1973) foresees a number of provisions on IAS. Iplémentation of this law, Pest Risk Assessments
have been prepared in 2013 for 21 species. Thid fegmework aims to regulate import, transit and
detention of non-indigenous invasive species thatagsumed to be detrimental to native species in
Belgium (based on a simplified environmental impassessment protocol) and that are not yet
established in Belgium (or isolated). It will beline with the new EU regulation related to invasiv
alien species. Other examples of implementati@fude: the education of key sectors to invasive
species; awareness raising on invasive alien piarttee horticultural sector at national level @eal
and regional) - Life+ project "AlterlAS" : Develomnt of public awareness tools such as the update
of the brochure "SOS invasions”, a new brochureatiernative plants to IAS, a DVD, the
development of a code of conduct on invasive glants in Belgium, etc. (see also section 2.4)

- Financial mechanism a study has been conducted to identify posséaderal mechanisms that could
be designed for financing federal actions to irdégmhiodiversity in other sectors (fiscal measures,
establishment of a biodiversity funds, etc.). Salveéiscussions took place to better implement the
outputs of this study.

- Business and biodiversity:Two studies were carried out in 2012-2013 in ordebetter integrate
biodiversity in key market players (business, comsy civil society ...).

e "Consumers and biodiversity"study: This study shows how the federal governmean
encourage biodiversity, ecosystems and ecosystewmicag adopting measures to alter the
demand for goods and services to consumers azdrgsti This study is line with the ‘Biodiversity
barometer’ of the UEBT.

e "Business and biodiversity'study: This study aims to encourage market pagitipto provide
models of sustainable consumption and productiahtanconsider the potential for sustainable
use of biodiversity for economic, social gain, axironmental. This study proposes a list of
instruments that can be supported by the federargment.

The output of those studies was presented duringrishop in December 2013 which initiated also

some positive debate with the stakeholders.

- Establish an effective network of marine proteceshs in the North Sea

- Promote the products from sustainable forest manage development of sectoral agreement
(public-private) to promote the use of sustainaided products

Development cooperation

- Mainstreaming of biodiversity: With regard to the mainstreaming of biodiversBglgium supports
the development of UNEP-IUCN TEMATEA modules to maie synergies at national and
international level to ensure the coherent implesat@m of biodiversity-related agreements, such as
the biodiversity-related conventions (UNCBD, CITERnvention on Migratory Species, Ramsar and
the World Heritage Convention), the other Rio corians (UNFCCC, UNCCD), regional
agreements and others, and organizes national titewarkshops on the use of the modules. Tools
have been developed to monitor interactions witieiobiodiversity-related conventions (TEMATEA)

- Training and capacity building: the Belgian Directorate General for Developmeio@zration
finances biodiversity capacity building programntesough the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural
Sciences and the Royal Museum for Central Afrideese programmes are specifically dedicated to
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the following CBD cross-cutting issues: the Clegstiouse Mechanism, Global Taxonomy Initiative,
Communication, Education and Public Awareness atahtification, Monitoring, Reporting and
Verification, Indicators and Assessments, Policpf@ut and the Protocol of Nagoya.

A toolkit was launched: "environmental sustainability tadlfor all projects and programs of DGD.
Another toolkit to monitor the achievements to &iehi Targets is being developed in the framework
of the EU.

Forestry: the FLEGT file for DRC was prepared and severajguts have been launched around the
forestry and forest management, both bilateralrantfilateral or under indirect cooperation.

The other actions/measures of the plan are in pssgr

Science policy

Invasive alien speciesas a contribution to the set-up of an early wagnsystem, an alert list of
invasive alien species in Belgium has been elabdratsed on a standardised impact assessment
protocol (ISEIA). It was carried out as a colleetigffort by the Belgian Forum on Invasive Species,
which is maintained by the Belgian Biodiversity ttam. It is not exhaustive and will be
progressively completed. Species profiles includiegcription, habitat preferences and detrimental
impact are currently in development. Sééip://ias.biodiversity.beThe Alien Alter project is in
progress: this scientific project aims to developirstegrated risk assessment on biodiversity, publi
health and crop protection protocol.

Eukaryotic species: a catalogue of eukaryotic species has been deatlop centralized,
hierarchically structured and annotated catalogwes d@eveloped, which includes all eukaryotic
species of Belgium

Valuation of Belgian ecosystems Assessing the socio-economic value of bioditgisi Belgium. A
BEES (Belgium Ecosystem Services) cluster was eraut with the aim to identify, stimulate,
structure and focus research on ecosystem semvicBelgium. This cluster materializes through a
series of workshops covering different aspecteséarch including those developed and ECOFRESH
VOTES (see also section 1.2). The BEES clusteekialved into a community of practice open to all
actors (now about 60 people) involved in the indéign of ecosystem services into policy, business,
management and the Belgian society. The BEES contynyhttp://www.beescommunity.be
promotes the development and exchange of expesgghest practices, concepts and methodologies.
A "BEES book" containing the contributions of maagtors BEEScommunity has been edited. The
BEES community is hosted by the Belgian BiodivgrBilatform secretariat.

Cross cutting issues

Environmental strategic assessmentDevelopment of a SEA handbook to guide the marsagke
plans and programs and/or the persons in chargbeoénvironmental assessments. The handbook
includes criteria relating to the biodiversity, bdson CBD guidelines. Inclusion of biodiversity
components and expert consultation in implemerfiEg for various plans and programs.

Inclusion of biodiversity in thelirective 2001/42/CEon the assessment of the effects of certain
plans and programmes on the environment, as wall e law of 13 February 2006 transposing
it.

The follow-up of the federal plan for the integoatiof biodiversity in four sectors relies on annual
reporting of data (ideally based on performanceécatdrs) during the implementation of the plan. The
four committees ‘economy’, ‘development cooperdfioscience’ and ‘transport’ will draft an annual

follow-up report identifying measures implement&gports will be based on the evaluation of positive
and negative effects of integration measures impiged (desired or not). A mid-term review was
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organised in 2011 in order to identify strengthd areaknesses of the implementation and, if relevant
address potential gaps.

The mid-term assessment highlighted five majordsen

1.

The results of the mid-term implementation of ptae mixed. Many actions are being implemented.
Over the 83 actions contained in the plan, 14 (1fée been finalized, 7 have not yet been initiated
(8%), 4 were abandoned (5%), the other ones ang limiplemented.

The taking into account of biodiversity and thevamss it provides to society as a specific theme of
the federal policy agenda is still weak. It is iit@bly linked to a lack of resources in terms oftbo
human and financial resources, especially in thse @ sectors mobilizing of important resources,
such as Science and Development Cooperation.

Biodiversity is often associated to other societalllenges: climate change, the increasing impoetan
devoted to forests, the economy, the desertifinagiod the importance of soils, the public heahl, t
transition towards sustainable consumption andaswsble production and the key issue of natural
resources (access, sustainability, efficiency).sTdssociation thereby makes it difficult to identif
resources devoted exclusively to biodiversity.

The federal level has many skills and levers sigkagation, products policy, and animal and plant
health. This potential is still poorly exploreddgeserve and restore biodiversity.

The lack of quantitative and/or qualitative indmat for the follow-up of the impact of the plan
actions often does not allow a rigorous systemagiciew of the performance assessment of
implementation. Ongoing work for the Environmerddeal reporting on federal indicators to provide
are an opportunity to remedy this lack.

The following aspects are identified as requiripgaal attention:

Ensure better awareness / knowledge / understawnditige concept of "biodiversity", which includes
and goes beyond the conservation of nature, andsdtso-economic value to strengthen the
commitment of all sectors and actors, both pulid private, involved in the implementation of the
plan and its ownership.

Strengthen the sustainable use of biodiversityisntbnservation inside and outside protected areas
Streamline and better integrate the import, exjpmd transit policy of non-Belgian species with
marketing or detention policies in order to modifypply and demand and promote more sustainable
alternatives.

A final assessment is planned in 2014 in orderstess the implementation of actions and measutes bu
also to assess the biodiversity sectoral integraagiocess. The output of this assessment will dorts to
identify gaps and news actions/measures and thevaggo set/push them.
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Chapter 1ll - Progress towards the 2020 Aichi Biodversity Targets and
contributions to the relevant 2015 Targets of the Mlennium Development
Goals

1. Progress towards the 2020 Aichi Biodiversity Tarets

Strategic Gal A: Address the underlying causes of biodiverditgs by mainstreaming biodiversity
across government and society

Target 1

By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of theegabf biodiversity and the steps they can tale@mserve
and use it sustainably.

Numerous Belgian governmental and -governmental organizations, academic entities, nfiii
institutions, private companies and other actolgbcated the 2010 International Year of Biodivg
(IYB) through a diverse set of events and actisiti@ nonexhaustive overview of Belgian IYB activit
can be found in the official Belgian report to t8BD 'Overview of Belgian celebrations in the
framework of the 2010 International Year of Biodsigy": http://www.cbd.int/iyb/doc/celebrations/iy
Belgium-FinalReport2.pdf Additional information is available on the followy webpagg
http://www.cbd.int/2010/country/?country=be

CEPA activities are undertaken by all 3 regions lbydhe federal administration, as well as by nuoug
stakeholders (universities, scientific institutiphE50s, provincial and local authorities) eachhait fielg
of competence.

A national coordination group (the 'CEPA contacoup’ under the Belgian Steering Comm
'Biodiversity Convention’) has been set up for thehange of information and the coordinatio
activities relating to public awareness. One ofiigin fisks is to identify activities for the Internatid
Day on Biological Diversity on 22 May (sédtp://www.biodiv.be/implementation/ihd

Flemish Region

The Agency for Nature and Forests uses a vaeeaf tools to make every inhabitant of Flandevarea o
biodiversity including website, newsletter and brochures dbageinformation sessions and consultat
but also new social media twitter and facebook:

- increases the impact of its publizvareness activities through integration and thdaboration wit
partners and other entities (support of target ggpaollaboration projects with the private secstmjcturs
consultations with focus groups, ...)

- as a good host, the Agency wants pem up its green spaces as much as possible iy éhatthey c3
be experienced by everybody (ADAGIO project)

- supports and facilitates partners, as well as mékem aware of their responsibility in relationtte
accessibility and the sustainable s nature, forests and green spaces, as wetlcag the extent in whi
they can be experienced

- executes enforcement actions to obtain respectdfiure, forests and green spaces

- applies a communication strategy to strengtherstitial and political basis for biodiversity

. Cooperation in the new TV series 'Wild van dieren'dducational and awareness purposes of the
public on specific aspects of species and sitear@ation issues.
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. Specific school programmes MOS (Environment dto8f and education projects by the Division
Nature and Environment Education of the Departr

. Activities undertaken by the visitor centres bk tAgency 6ér Nature and Forests and provin
authorities.

. Financial support for Nature/Environment NGO'sdwareness and educational programmes.

. Organisation/participation in events relateditalversity: outings, conferences, markets, fairs,...

. Public consultation and brochures on the Environn&iMNature Policy Plan, Press conferences su
for the launch of Nature Reports NARA and Environmertatl Nature Reports MIRA, newslett
booklets and leaflets, brochures on the main dosnairthe Agency, website of the Agency with link
various topics on nature conservation isst(//www.natuurenbos.peetc.

Awareness campaigns on the needs to involve abbisein the conservation of nature values:

- organisation of awareness campaigns such adatiore with port development, transport infrasture
military domains

- activities of awareness-raising on the use afjeglous material for forestry

- activities of awarenegsising for fishery societies on good fishery pigets and standing wat
management for fishermen

- trainings for hunters on good hunting practideg;game licence, ornithology

- information sessions for stakeholders, other adstiations and local authorities on Natura 2000 the
process for development of conservation objectives

- training sessions for local authorities for thamagement of parks and green spaces
- organisation of project calls for afforestation jpats, Natura 2000 management actions, compefiti
the best project idea for greening cities, ...

NGO'’s play an important role in awareness raising educational activities:
- publish their newsletters and brochures on theibéosity of the reserves and other areas they neg
on species or ecosystems they want to get attefdrpon their campaigns, ...
- organise continuous awareness activia@sl guided tours in nature areas , managementtestiv
reserve areas, youth training sessions on idestfific of species and nature education, trainin
\volunteer groups for species monitoring and managgm

Walloon Region

Several actions to raise awareness on biodiveasityindertaken:
- awareness campaigns by the administration (rbamghures, media campaigns, informative sessibg
campaign '52 weeks of biodiversity', etc.)

- the website ‘La biodiversité en Wallonidittp://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/accueil.html?1B6

- the network of Centres Régionaux d’Initiation a I'EnvironnemerCRIE) is made of centres
environmental education and awareness; their ectom mainly (but not exclusively) oriented towg
school children aged 6-12

- one of the objectives of the natural parks isiform their visitors and raise awareness on biediiy

- most LIFE projects include public awareness @cdiy

- naturalists associations organise public awareness and dduacactivities oriented towards nat
conservation (e.g. excursions, visits of naturemess, management of nature reserves, publicat&os
or towards specific thematic areas (e.g. forestality of watercourses, etc.)

- through partnerships such as the river contréetans Communaux de Développement de la Nattire

road verges operation, tHgemaine de I'Arbreétc.

- through the 'Plan Maya' on bees and pollinators

- the TV programJardin extraordinaire'of the French Community addresses nature and laosity
topics from Belgium and worldwide

- other associations such as GAWI (integrated antbdiical fruit production) and CARI (protection

pollinators) receive support from the Walloon Regjio raise awareness on biodiversity
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- the right to access environmental informationingegrated in the Environment Codé&Cdde d
I'Environnemeny; one of the objectives is to make the environmlenformation readily available throu
websites and other technological means

- the Walloon Region contributed significantly tstady calculating the total value of Belgian fases
- television information spots on Natura 200@tp://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/08-01-2013-cajesitv;

natura-2000.htmI?IDD=3605&IDC=3429

Different organisms provide educational sch@obgrammes in relation to nature conservation.
‘Institut d'éco-pédagogieorganises additional training courses for teashmr how to get in touch w
nature. The ‘Réseau Idée’ assists schools to iategctivities aiming for the discovery of and stisetion
on nature and the environment. The Walloon Regioantes andlistributes pedagogic kits on differ
themes related to the environment and the naterilaige. The ‘Centres de Dépaysement et de Plai
(CDPA), established by the French Community, cotthaining and education activities in relationtha
environment for schools.

Brussel-Capital Region

. Regional centres for ecology initiation receiuading to develop training programs for schools.
Communication actions for schools also exist.

. The biodiversity theme is integrated in the gaheducatiorand public awareness programmes o
Brussels Institute for Environmental Managemenbd¢hures, leaflets, presence at fairs and otheriq
events, actions oriented towards families, schoolszens, etc.). The Institute has a wddvelope
website with extensive information in French anddbuhttp://www.ibgebim.bg

. Financial and logistic support is given to NG@s awareness and educational programmes. A
others, there is a programme called “Nature inghelen” which helps city dwellers develop a na
based approach to their gardening practibéip (//www.natureaujardin.bge/

. Public consultation and information campaignstiodiversity action are ganised (e.a. on the exteng
of protected areas in forests).

The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foretieesollowing measures:

- promote the participative management of publeegrspaces

- develop a global communication strategy in relatio nature and biodiversity

- install a ‘nature facilitator’ service aimed tomda the developers of plans and projects

- promote good management practices of the gresresp

- improve the support to NGOs that are active enfibld of public awareness and education

- install a ‘nature task force’ to strengthen tlaetperships and coordination with the field actors
- formalise the ‘nature partnerships’ between tieddfactors and the Brussélapital Region by th
signing of targets contracts

Federal level
In 2011-2012, abusiness and biodiversitystudy’ was carried out by the federal administration. Kay
objective of this study is to move to sustainabd@mstmption and production patterns by encour:
important market players to integrate biodsrgr (and ecosystem services) and therefore fudplare thg
potential of preservation and sustainable use oflibersity and natural resources for a triple wam
economic, a social and an environmental one. Is shidy, biodiversity is promoted tlugh a broad
environmental approach in the context of sustamdblelopment.

The following sectors/filieres were selected (tticeesn’t exclude other sectors from being approady

the federal government for negotiating on appreopniaeasures):

- Foodbusiness value chain, i.e. the Food processingrsexgether with the preceding sector in
supply chain (Agriculture/Fisheries) and the subised sector in the supply chain (Retail)

- Chemical business value chain, i.e. the Chemicdl lafe Sciencessector, together with t
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preceding sector in the supply chain (i.a. AgriedtMinerals extraction) and the subseq
sector in the supply chain (Retail)
- The Finance and Insurance sector and the subsespatot in the supply chain (Retail).

The strietured analysis of BES (biodiversity and ecosyssarvices) impacts and dependencies o
selected sample of business value chains (‘filleasarly demonstrates that:
- Each business sector has a range of BES impactslgpehdencies, some more sigmaht tha
others
- BES impacts and dependencies should be identifidchasessed along the whole value chain
- Insight in these BES impacts and dependencies dratenin the business value chain they
generated is necessary in order to identify insémisithat might be most effective.

This study resulted in an open-list of suitabletrin®ents, categorized as regulatory,regulatory an
\voluntary instruments which might be applied ormaned by the federal government in the short ait
term. Thesenstruments within the competence of the federalegament are complementary to th
within the competence of other institutional levelsh as the regional or the EU/globalel. The fing
chapter identifies concrete recommendations toethis

The outcomes of the study will serve to prepare comcaetions with the relevant stakeholders in ord
promote market opportunities favourable to biodiitgr(and ecosystem services).

In 2012-2013, aconsumers and biodiversity studyto analyze the amsumption patterns of consun
and their knowledge and sensitivity to biodiversitgs carried out by the federal administration.
internet survey covered 1.219 Belgian consumniédre.main conclusions are:

Regarding the preservation of the environtmnand biodiversity, it is extremely difficult to edtify
‘homogeneous’ consumer groups since one can fing eregaged and very disengaged consumers
categories of the population.

Notoriety and awareness regarding the various §
The majority (letween 97% and 88%) of respondents report havihdgast’ heard about the differ
issues related to the environment (sustainableld@vent, pollination, ecosystem, biodiversity, etc.
- Some issues seem better known than others. Forpéxa61% of repondents report being ablé
explain to someone else what sustainable develapismand 60% what pollination is
- Others seem slightly less well known. For examigss than half of respondents (48%) say
could explain to someone else what the ses/frovided by nature are, while 11% of intervies
have never heard of them

More specifically, respondents demonstrate a gewel lof knowledge on biodiversity
For example:

- 86% know that ‘pollinating insects (bees, buttedli etc.) are essential four food and for th

survival of most plants’

- 78% know that tropical forests are part of biodsvigr

- However, some issues related to biodiversity reraatiear in the minds of respondents:

- 44% believe that ‘biodiversity is a synonym forurat (versus 33% who think it is not)

- 34% believe that ‘pets and gardens’ are not pdbtarfiversity (versus 42% who think they are

Consumption behaviour and habits

In view of the various measures or approachesdgetite level of engagement appears fairly low (47%
Some measures seem well integrated in the panmitplehaviour...

- Trying to repair an object (or have it repairediobe replacing it (39%)

- Buying seasonal fruit and vegetables (42%)
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... While other measures seem much less accepted...
- Buying organic products
- Investing in Green Funds
The ‘behavioural’ sector appears to currently himeehighest potential of engagement followed clpbg
the ‘food’ sector while the ‘nofbod (chemical)’ sector is lagging behind. The @ative phase h
reveded, however, that this sector, especially ‘cososeticould be a potential lever for action if thalue
for money of eco-friendly products was similartattof regular products.

Obstacles and drivers of responsible consumption
80% of respondents sdlgey have heard of ‘responsible consumption’ (32%ort being able to explg
what it means to someone else).
Several factors seem to encourage (drivers) consuimept for a more ‘responsible’ consumption:

- The fact that children are made aware of ttoscept in schools (already identified during

gualitative phase)

- The sense of ‘duty’ towards future generations
The two main obstacles to a more responsible copgamare mainly due to the belief that:

- Responsible consumption is more expensive

- Responsible consumption is restrictive

Several strengths and potential action levers torove this low level of consumers’ engagement
identified, in particular the importance to clarind inform consumers about the impact that
step/measure can have on protecting the environamehbiodiversity.

Level of trust in brands and labels
The level of attention paid to ‘environmental’ bdsrand labels seems rather mixed:
- It is slightly higher for brands and labels of ‘@Bgroducts than for products of the ‘néwoed
(chemical)’ sector

0 59% of respondents report that they ‘regularly’atways’ pay attention to ethical and
environmental labels when buying food products

o0 This percentage drops to 51% for cleaning prodaictsto 45% for cosmetics
- 69% of respodents say that if they knew that a brand was ngpaeting the environment ¢
biodiversity, they would stop buying it

As in the exploratory phase of the study, the frbrands that stand out as being the most conuittéhg
preservation of the environment and biodiversitg &olruyt (Biotime) and Ecover (11% for each
them), followed closely by Oxfam-World Shop (10%).

Communication, messages and information
Regarding the communication on biodiversity andehgironment, the level of satisfamt is also quit
mixed:
- 42% are satisfied or very satisfied with the infatimn and messages they receive on biodive
and the preservation of the environment
- While 45% of them state to be rather or very disBat about it
- The level of satisfactiomvith communication appears to be slightly loweruipper social ar
economic categories and among those aged 35 to 54
The greatest cause of dissatisfaction comes frenfréfyuency of information (considered insufficjent
- frequency of messages and infotima on biodiversity and the preservation of theiimmmen
(55%)
- too little (43%) or far too little (42%) messageslanformation received on this issue
Respondents would primarily favour 2 kinds of imfa@tion sources: first, education and, seq
television.
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Measures envisaged and expectations towards pulithorities

To promote the preservation of the environment hiudliversity, the key behaviours that particip
would be willing to adopt are as follows:

- Reducing waste (18%)

- Reducing consumption (13%)

- Reducing car use (13%)

And their expectations towards public authoritissaainly to:

- Inform and educate the general public on this i$6&0)

- Facilitate access to environmentally friendly progu(15%)

- Set a good example (14%)

- Better monitor and sanction behaviour disrespedtisgenvironment (12%)

Some questions were similar to the survey conduicte2D07 by the Royal Belgian Institute of Nat

Sciences (see above) and shows some evolution:

- Respondents seem to have a very ‘general’ pereepfienvironmental issue® no distinctio
between the different aspects: ‘everything is vergent’ (between 50% and 60% conside
issues as ‘very urgent’). Since 2007, the overatgilon of natural resources seems to be
‘urgent’.

DEDICATED
il = o

Perception des priorités en matiére environnementale

Q5b. Quand vous songez aux problémes environnementaux suivants,

t 1

dans quelle mesure est-il selon vous urgent de s’en occuper ? 2013 2007-2008

Veuillez répondre sur une échelle de 1 a 5" 4et5 4et5 |
La pollution |ls%  30% 58% 88% [T96% |
Les déchets [l10%  a5% 51% 86% [[96% |
La diminution des foréts tropicales | 9% 23% 62% ‘ 85% |"£90% |
La surexploitation des ressources ———
naturelles Ult1% 26% | 56% [ 82% 467 % | ]
Les dommages causés aux océans L 10% 28% | 54% 81% | 85% |
L’extinction d’espéces animales et
vegetals | 126 26% | 54% 80% xx%_|
Le réchauffement climatique s%15% 21% 49% 76% +80 % |
8% L QR R 2
1 1 Il est trop tard pour pouvoir 3 i Plutét pas urgent 5 m Trés urgent

R TS 2 W Pasdutouturgent 4  Plutét urgent

" Question provenant (totalement ou partiellement) de I'étude sur la perception de la biodiversité réalisée en 2007-2008 par Pinstitut royale des Sciences naturelles de Belgique

© Dedicated [% rép istées ; base : é il total : N=1.219] 1

Finally the output of the 2013 stueyere compared to some results of the 2013 UEBTnbeter and ha
shown that Belgian consumers are pretty awareoofivérsity:
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DEDICATED
Elme= [Notoriété des différentes notions] ()

Comparaisons avec les résultats de I’étude « Barometer on Biodiversity »
réalisée par TUEBT en 2013

Q3a. Avez-vous déja entendu parler des notions suivantes ?

France Germany UK. U.S.A. Brasil China Belgium
N L7 "
TOTAL « OUI » TR 2 O 11

ZahS
TN ()

91% 69% 80% (93%||98%||97%

Les écosystémes

La biodiversité

48% 64% 54% |96%|(94% | |93%

89% 78% 70% (94%||97%||97%

Le développement durable

L2 responsabiité sociétale - ggo;, 56% 60% (78%) (88%] (89%)

© Dedicated [% réponses assistées] 10
DEDICATED - g —_— - 6
i Notoriété de la notion de biodiversité °

Comparaisons avec les résultats de I’étude « Barometer on Biodiversity »
réalisée par 'UEBT en 2013

Avez-vous déja entendu parler de « biodiversité » ?

Total OUI M Oui, j'en ai déja entendu parler et je sais bien ce que cela signifie

95% 96% 94% '93% \
64%
o, 56%
o 3% 51% 51%
— ‘ l l
2ie 19%
. ﬁ . . . . .
France Germany U.K. US.A. Brazil China Belgium
= = = © @1
valny ——|
et
© Dedicated [% réponses assistées] 11

Some examples of recent publications:

. The booklet '366 tips voor de biodiversiteit /63Gestes pour la biodiversitévas published in tf
framework of the International Year of Biodiversapd will be reprinted for the third time in 20 Base
on this booklet, the European Commission publistiesl booklet '52 tips for biodiversity' in sevq
languages.

. booklet 'Lerend water! Biodiversiteit en Natura 2000 in hetdgigehe deel van de Noordzee / Une
vive ! Biodiversité et Natura 2000 dans la partdgle de la mer du Nord' (2012)

. booklet 'Een mariene strategie voor de Noordéme/ stratégie marine pour la mer du Nord' (2012)

Somewhat less recent publications that have begedenf reprinted several times and are still viemych
asked for by schools, administrations, press, etc.:

. booklet 'Biodiversiteit in Belgié: een overzi¢hta biodiversité en Belgigu un apercu’ (a new editior
scheduled in 2013)

. booklet 'Biodiversiteit in Belgié: van vitaal laelg / La biodiversité en Belgique: une questioal®it(s
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new edition is scheduled in 2013)
. booklet 'Biodiversiteit in Belgié: de opmars vaxoten /La biodiversité en Belgique: SOS invasion
new edition is scheduled in 2014)
. booklet ‘Bezint eer je met hout begint - FSC &FE voor een verantwoord bosbeheer/ FSC et PEFC
le bois certifié ! Un petit conseil avant d'acheter

booklet 'Bombybook, biodiversifieer je met Bomhgl / Bombybook, biodiversifiezous ave
Bombylius'
. booklet '‘Bombylius helpt de planeet / Bombyliustpge notre planéte'
. booklet 'Stop de verspreiding van invasieve vpdaeten / Halte a la prolifération de plantaguatique
invasives'
. several folders, brochures, dvd’'s anaebsite were developed during the AlterlAS LIFE jpob (se
section 2.4) in collaboration with the Regions
. several actions were put in place in accordamtlea Bees federal plan (see section 3.4)

(see alsdttp://www.jedonnevieamaplanete.be/fr/biodivergitdlications_66.aspx

Campaigns:

. The engagement campaign ‘I give life to my plarea closecollaboration between the Belgian C
National Focal Point, based at the Royal Belgiastitime of Natural Sciences, the Ministry for Pqg
Health, Food Chain Safety and the Environment averal partners at the regional, provincial, lcaad
NGC-level. The campaign has for objective to engage pewpkavour of biodiversity, by stimulatir
individuals to take small and simple steps that kaalve longterm positive effects. The campaign pres
practical tools, relevant information and usefuhteots to motivate people who want to take action.pia
can commit themselves via an engagement form oelesie. The campaign, originally launched in 2
was reactivated in 2010 during the Internationadrvan Biological Diversity and will be up andnning &
least during the entire Decade for Biodiversity P@D20:http://www.ikgeeflevenaanmijnplaneet.le
http://www.jedonnevieamaplanete.dis unique concept incites people to sign in aispéarm ang
online about their personal involvement to presexnd promote biodiversity in their own environm
This concept also allows to keep statistics abbatdutcome of such a campaign. Up tawn almog
24,000 people have committed themselves to execote than 87,000 actions for biodiversity.

Training sessions:
. Several trainings were performed to divgrselic actors (see section 2.4) to raise the avem®nf thog
actors to biodiversity and ecosystem services aipecial focus on their professional activities.

Participation in fairs and other public events:
. The federal Ministry of Environment and the RoBalgian Institute of Natural Sciences both paptaty
regularly in fairs ad public events in order to disseminate informataod raise awareness on biodiver
The RBINS also participates in the ‘sciences cosgjrhat provides training for science teachers.

Exhibitions:
In 2010, the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural e3gies opened a new permanent exhibition hg
‘biodiversity in cities’. During the following year it will dedicate several renovated halls to biedsity

A special event (Bee Party) was organised in JOI02o celebrate the IYB. Theme of the eweas th
(unsuspected) importance of pollinators in ourydiiles. More than 4,100 people visited the evéal
took place at the Royal Belgian Institute for Natuiciences. Through 22 info stan#8,organisations a
NGOQO's presented their work to gmote pollinisation and products that depend olite event had
special section to showcase public awareness tiesivin the importance of pollinators that wereaoige
in developing countries with funding by the Minisf Development cooperatidisee below). The sal
day a special seminar was organised on the taxormdmyrican pollinators and the related manual
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was published in the ABC-Taxa seriésother scientific conference dedicated to beek fwace in Jun
2013.

In December 2010in order to close the IYB, the federal administratiorganised an event to be
integrate biodiversity into the business sectowds the preliminary step of the ‘business & biedsity
and ‘consumers & biodiversity’ studies (see above).

Capacity building:

The CHM partnership initiative contains a speciablR Awareness component for partner count
Between 2002013, 13 small projects to raise public awarenasspartner countries have b
implemented in 9 countries thanks to the suppotheBelgian Development Cooperation.

In 2009 a special call was launched to enable patauntries to prepare public awareness activitg
the International Year on Biodiversity 2010 on th®gportance of pollinators and their recent declig
projeds in Burundi, Benin and Cameroun were selected. grbjects consisted of 2 phases: first a res
phase in 2009 on the importance of pollinatordqadpecific country; second, a public awarenesseh
the results of the study with a special event dytite International Day on Biodiversity in 2010.

In 2011 a special call was launched to assist partountries to research possible indicators farhj
Target 1 and do a baseline study on these indaldwee projects (Benin, Cameroun and Masdag!
were selected and successfully concluded in 20d2nfére information on the indicators and the bag

studies: http://www.biodiv.be/cooperation/chm_coop/chm-paring/public _awareness/results-chm-

public-awareness-calls/results-chm-public-awarewcais?011

-w This target is reflected in the updated NationadBersity Strategy, strategic objective 8.

Target 2

By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values haverbiategrated into national and local development a
poverty reduction strategies and planning processdsre being incorporated into national accognts
appropriate, and reporting systems.

Flemish Region
. Decision-making in spatial planning, land usenges and development projects have to take intousatc
the values of biodiversity; to support the proceduguidances for impact assessment have been
developend, for Natura 2000 an on-line screenistesy of projects is being developed based on new
scientific knowledge on impacts by various threatdrs and on maps of habitats and distribution of
species that form the basis for the managemenbiplgrof nature areas.

. The Agency for Nature and Forests further enhatfoe valuation of nature, forests and green spaces
with ecological, economic and monetary valuatioshdittonal arguments are developed to ensure
appropriate assessments of biodiversity ermkystem services values in evaluation studidewdlopmer
projects, and to enhance integration of the casisb@nefits of forests, nature and green spadbgin
decisional process.

. In the framework of the economic function of matand forest reserves, the Agency for Nature and
Forests tries to better understand the marketiptexin order to be able to give the sector aebétisight
in the consequences of the different policy options

. Some project examples: cost-benefit analyselseotdnservation objectives in the framework of Katu
2000, capacity-building and case studies on ecesyservices, eco-hydrological studies, valuation of
green structures in cities, ...

Walloon Region
. The Environment CodéJode de I'Environnemeipthtegrates dispositions in relation to biodiversi
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Following the first principle of the Environment @ the environment encompasses all natural spac
landscapes, resources and environments as wék adrt the soil, the water, the diversity and the
biological balances. It stipulates that the envinental policy of the Walloon Region relies on pretixee
action. Its second principle states that the Regiwhthe other public authorities are in chargehef
environment and that they have to guarantee itsepvation or, if necessary, its restoration. These
principles are also to be followed when the ottaicfes of the Region are developed and implemente
. The Environment Code stipulates which projecgssaibject to an environmental impact assessment|
. The Nature and Forest Division is consulted lier énvironmental and related permits.

The'Code Wallon de I'Aménagement du Territoire, dedduhisme, du Patrimoine et de I'Energie’

- identifies a natural zone as intended for prest@ym, for the protection and the regeneration o&tral
environment of high biological value or home todps (terrestrial or aquatic) that need to be jptete
The only actions and operations allowed in thigtgpzone are those necessary for the active aiveas
protection of the environment and the species.gegrspaces zone is intended for the preservation,
protection and the regeneration of the naturalrenment. It contributes to the landscape or forms a
\vegetated transition between zones with incompatiektinations. A forested zone is destined tcstore
and the conservation of the ecological equilibrilineontributes to the preservation or the develepnof
the landscape. The agricultural as well as parle ztasignations also allow to artain level to use some|
the territory for ecological or landscape purposes.

- regulates the classification of areas subjeprttection measureSeveral sites of high biological inter
are already listech(tp://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/sgib-sites-deagd-interet-biologique.html?IDC=8p4
- foresees the urbanisation permit for which théuNaand Forest Division is consulted for requestsin
the Natura 2000 zones as well as within forestergo

- foresees the possibility to impose ecologicalnemtivity to guarantee that animal and vegetal specie
migrate from one biotope to another. It stipulaise that sites necessary for tleelegical network shou
be mentioned in th®lans communaux d'aménagement'

. One of the eight objectives of the regional depeient scheme (also foreseen by'@mde Wallon de
I'Aménagement du Territoire, de I'Urbanisme, duridaiine et de I'Energig'aims to valorize heritage a
preserve resources by the protection and developohiemtural heritage (aiming for the sustainable
development of the Region), the integration ofl#relscape dimension in spatial planning and the
protection and sustainable management of resources.

. One of the objectives of the Water Cotfgofle de I'Eal) is to prevent supplementary degradation as
as to preserve and enhance the state of the aggasgstems as well as the wetlands dependingeom t
. The river action programs by sectoral approa&R(8) intend to follow an integrated approach by
planning the different interventions (for Natura&DR0the Flood Decree, etc.) in the short and thgdo
term.

. The Walloon strategy to adapt to climatic changi#isencompass a section on biodiversity. It wéke
biodiversity into account when designing and apmythe numerous adaptation measures.

. Several measures of the Air-Climate Plan takdil@rsity into account:

- determine the critical loads of nitrogen, heawtais, persistent organic substances, etc. andataimn
when levels are exceeded

- facilitate the migration through an adequate egiockl network

- preserve the role of forests and natural spaces

- take measures to prevent erosion, for exampladnting hedges

. One of the five objectives of the Forestry Caleoicombat climate change and preserve biodiyersit
. Biodiversity is one of the issues analysed inrdports on the state of the Walloon environment.

. A Nature Code is foreseen by tBerection Générale Agriculture, Ressources natieekt
Environnemen.

—
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Discussions are currently ongoing to include nevasnees related to Nature (in particular Natura 200
the'Code Wallon de 'Aménagement du Territoire, dedashisme, du Patrimoine et de I'Energaid in
the ‘Walloon Rural development Program'.

Brussel-Capital Region

. Vision expressed in the Regional Nature Plaméwnelopment): ‘the ambition of the Brussels-Capital
Region at the horizon 2050 is that of a region wladrthe forms of nature have their place, fromntost
spontaneous to the most managed ones, and wharh#igtants are aware of the value of and show
respect for the natural patrimony, while investmd the public authorities considers it as an deséte
attractivity and the sustainable development ofcibe’

. Objective 7 of the Regional Nature Plan (in depelent) states: ‘the Brussels-Capital Region irgend
continue its actions in the framework of the stiatign of and the support to the scientific reseaethted
to nature in the city, and will focus more partamly:

- on the evaluation of the state of conservatiothefnatural habitats and the species presentson th
regional territory;

- on the development of the ecological network imithe region;

- on the integration of biodiversity in the urbamtext and on the evaluation of the ecosystem cesvi

Federal level

. Some measures of the federal plan for the intiegraf biodiversity in 4 key federal sectors aneudssed
on this issue, in particular in the economy andrsme policy sectors (see section 3.4).

. The reflexion is under discussion to see howetitel integrate biodiversity values in particulathe
preparation of the next federal plan for sustaiealgvelopment (see section 3.4)

-w This target is reflected in the updated NationadBersity Strategy, strategic objective 5.

O

Target 3

By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including sdies, harmful to biodiversity are eliminated, prthsat or
reformed in order to minimize or avoid negative auofs, and positive incentives for the conservadion
sustainable use of biodiversity are developed aptied, consistent and in harmony with the Conwant
and other relevant international obligations, tgkimto account national socio economic conditions.

Flemish Region

. CAP direct payments under cross compliance tarersompliance with i.a. biodiversity legislatiomca
some supplementary rules (for example measuresuitter erosion, obligation to maintain amount of
permanent grasslands on farm level).

. Code of good agricultural practices nature awdilersity to stimulate farmers to take into acdoun
biodiversity in their operations.

. Research and projects to test, demonstrate andlate sustainable use of biodiversity in farming
context.

. Local projects to i.a. green farm sites, crea@$ prune trees and hedges...

. The Flemish rural development program consisgipport for some agro-environmental measures
having direct effect on biodiversity:

- organic agriculture,

- planting and maintenance of orchards with taiitfirees,

- preservation of local breeds,

- mechanical weed control,

- confusion technique in fruit cultivation,

- cultivation of Leguminosae,

- agroforestry.
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. The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries éilsanced some demonstration projects with a direct
positive effects on the (agro-)biodiversity, sushlze project on genetic diversity in vegetables
(http://www.zelfzadentelen.pewhere information is gathered and shared toustita farmers in growing
their own seed of their own local varieties.

. The Agency for Nature and Forests provides sigssiu:

- NGO's for acquisition of land, management of reeeareas and fanfrastructure for public access to
areas

- private forest owners for development and impletaigon of forest management plans

- local authorities for afforestation projects, d®pment of green infrastructure in urban areas,
management of nature areas.

Walloon Region

. Financing of several measures of the Walloon degelopment program has a direct positive effect
biodiversity:

- measures in relation to agri-environmental subsid

- Natura 2000 remunerations for the farmers

- Natura 2000 remunerations for the forestry sector

- conservation and valorisation of the rural patriy

. Subsidies for biological agriculture.
. Supplementary subsidies for agri-environmentasuees in Natura 2000 sites and in the main eadbgi
structure areas (SEP).

. Subsidies for the planting of hedges, tree romgs@chards.

. Subsidies attributed through titan Communal de Développement de la Natdioe'delayed mowing,
for the programcombles et clocherswithin river contracts, for the Maya Plan, fotural parks, for the
action'Semaine de I'Arbregtc.

. Subsidies for the regeneration of broadleavedcanifer species.

. Subsidies for the acquisition of land that wil thesignated as nature reserve.

. Dispensation of property tax and of successi@hdamation rights within Natura 2000.

. Forestry Code: dispensation of succession andtabmnrights to improve the profitability of foregt
production. This disposition also stimulates privatvners to develop forest stands with a diveisifige
composition.

. Natura 2000:

- agricultural compensations are available to fasyney can be cumulated with agri-environmental
measures

- compensations are also available to forest owners

- restoration and acquisition subsidies are avigladr all Natura 2000 sites and SEP sites, fooathers
and farmers

- subsidies for the management of open spacedsareilable

. Non financial incentives:

- PEFC label

- BIO label

Brussel-Capital Region

. The new nature ordinance foresees several caBeswositive incentives may be accorded by
Government: public awareness and information (4). scientific research (art. 5), protected &
management and ground purchases (art. 35, 55),gmareat and development of urban biotopes and
key elements of the ecological network (art. 66)ioas in favour of protected species (art. 72).

. The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foregder alia the following measure: to cardonate an
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to guide nature support mecanisms.

Federal level

. Following the adoption of the European Maritimed &ishery Fund (EMFF, 2012020) the Flemig
administration in charge of the Fishery Policy éimel federal administration in charge of the pratecoi
the marine environment are currently preparing@peratioml Programme so as to facilitate the ug
EMFF for the restoration of the marine Natura 268®as and to support the implementation of meg
of the EU-Marine Strategy Directive.

. The reflexion is under discussion to see howatositler this issue iparticular in the preparation of

next FPSD (federal plan for sustainable developnéde section 3.4) and in a future roadma
resources efficiency at the federal level.

 This target is reflected in the updated NationaldB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 5.

Target 4

By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business tahkeélmlders at all levels have taken steps to aetie
have implemented plans for sustainable productimhcansumption and have kept the impacts of use
natural resources well within safe ecological Isnit

Flemish Region

. Implementation of the Water Framework Directive atie Nitrates directive to protect aqu
environment and to reach good ecological status.

. Many different projects focussing on sustaindblted production and consumption, i.a. direct seltimg
CSA-farming (Flemish Strategic Plan), organic fargn{Flemish Strategic Plan), prevent food waste..
. Biodiversity conservation measures e.g. on higfiune value pastures prevent degradation of béslity)
rich grasslands (see conditionality principle Waiém contribution).

. Integrated pest management in the fruit sect® Wallonian contribution).

. Projects to stimulate a circular economy: reuse recycling of food and other organic wastejniyain
the agrofood business complex, often combined reitlewable energy production.

+ actions of target 3.

. Specifically focussing on the bees, the Flemsyeghment worked on:

- a guide for good beekeeping practices for eveskbeper,

- a guide with plants for pollinators has beenrifigted to every community service,

- a roundtable conference on the problems of bdédaakeeping was held. Actions are followed up,
- increasing the bee-friendly area by introducitanpfor pollinators as eligible green manures,

- projects on beekeeping e.qg. artificial insemioratio reduce Varroa-contamination.

Code of good practices have been developed arubarg applied or are under development:
. for nature with guidelines for the managemerrotected vegetation types,
. for agricultural uses based upon integrationndirenmental issues.

The Flemish forest policy is based upon multifumtél and sustainable forestry and applied thr
development of a management vision consisting of:

. specific and concrete guidelines for a closedture forest management,

. a framework to assess the forest functions,

. a method for quality control,

. promotion and granting of FSC-label to forest,

. publication of criteria for sustainable forest magement and ¢@nical/financial support for t
implementation these criteria by private forest even(see chapter lll, area with management
according to the criteria for sustainable forestry)
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Incentives are provided for the use of criteria $wmistainable forésmanagement in the managen
planning and implementation. Organised and comlotiunting in Wildlife Management Units (WMU
promoted so that hunters can act as joint manageh® open space. Principles, criteria and indrsaar
being developedo evaluate the sustainability of the implementatamd hunting plans and to rev
policies.

Walloon Region

. Many tools are available to improve forest bi@dgity and sustainable forest management:
- 53% of the Walloon forest area is PEFC certified

- about 150.000 ha of forests are included in NaR080; management contracts will be conclt
between the authorities and the owners, to impléthenobjectives of each site

- the ‘Circulaire relative aux aménagements dans les os@tumises au régime forestiexr a normativi
tool for the management planning in public forg&€0,000 ha in Wallonia, including regionahtarg
reserves); tathis stage, about 65% of the forest area is @véy new management plans following
circular; the remaining area should be coverednaarmual rate of 1200 ha for the public forests a
1,300 ha for nature reserves
- one of the objectives of the Forestry Code is toluat climate change and preserve biodiversity b
under Target 7)
- the applicatia of the 'ecological tree varieties registry' akot@ optimise sylvicultural practices as \
as to improve ecosystem functioning, the minerdlaater cycles, and the biodiversity of the undangh

. The Walloon Region has adopted the Water CodeldCGtz I'Eau) on 27 May 2004 to implement
Water Framework Directive. One of its objectivesoiprevent additional degradations and to presang
improve the state of the aquatic ecosystems asawadf the terrestrial ecosystems and wetlandsndieny
on them.

. Agri-environmental methods foresee incentivesafbetter consideration of nature in agriculturaba.
. Organic farming: this type of agriculture forbiggnthesized fertilizers and pesticides, exclud®&¥0G
and has a particular attention for the well-beifgaitle and the soil quality. In 2011, approxinhaig 9%
of the Walloon agricultural area was covered byaaig farming. There is legislation in place conasg
the production and labelling processes of bioldgpraducts as welbs concerning grants for orgg
farming. 'BioForum Wallonie' gathers the representatives of the biological prbdo sector ar
coordinates their initiatives. It is subsidized the Walloon Region and promotes biological prog
towards the public anprofessionals in the agricultural sector. The BiotRCentre is a technical guidat
structure recognized and subsidized by the Wallaothorities and the coordination centre of org
farming and horticulture initiatives.

http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpAsthe, mdb1bf,default,1&mdblbfalias=Agriculture-
biologigue&mdbibfreturnid=43&page=43

1%

. The strategic plan for the development of biologiagriculture to 2020 has been approved by
Walloon Gouvernment in december 2012. It aims tonmte production and consumption of wall
bio products.

. Integrated pest management aims to liastmuch as possible the use of synthesized ferslian
phytopharmaceutical products, mainly in the fruibguction sector. At the end of 2008, the main |
gathered 25% of the Walloon producers, equalliri 46 the production.

. The conditionalityprinciple in relation to grants for agriculture ergd into force on 01.01.2005. |
linked with several European directives, among istliee Bird and Habitat Directives. The conditiaty;
principle contains following points:

- it is forbidden to remove indigenous hedges witten urban permit

- it is forbidden to drain Natura 2000 areas withitie permission of the DGARNE
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- it is forbidden to change the relief of a Nat@290 area without an urban permit
- it is forbidden to plough Natura 2000 grasslawithout permission of the Nature and Forest Divisio
- the destination foreseen in the spatial plantbd respected, mainly in relation to forestedezon

. Through théPlan Maya'for bees and other pollinators.

. Best practices guide for quarries after theil@ation.

. There are some dispositions in public tenderglation to the acquisition of paper, invasive malgpecie
environment-friendly lubricants to be used in hydiinstallations on water courses.

. A sustainable developmeplan will be developed for the administrationtioé Walloon Region. It w
contain 7 axes (among others: consumption, pubtiddrs, ...) and 16 objectives.

. A sustainable development strategy is being peeptor the Walloon Region.

. The non-profit organisation ECOCONSO promotesirenmentfriendly and healthy consumpti
patterns, among others in relation to water, ganggmpesticides, ... The campaidwhats vertsis directe
towards municipalities and public communities. ims to implenent a more ecological way
consumption within local policies and to improveghasing practices.

Brussel-Capital Region
. In the Brussels-Capital Region, much attentigpeisl to the ecological management of the greeocespa
the use of pesticides is therefore prohibited:
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiBaliers/Informer.aspx?id=1834&langtype=2060
. Forest exploitation in the Brussels Capital Raggin line with the FSC and PEFC certificatiortemia:
http://www.foret-de-soignes.be/de-la-foret/parteesfipartenaires-economiques/

. New buildings but also restoration of buildingsds to be more and more nature friendly. One €
more used indicator to measure this is the BAFtdipie area factor):
http://www.sustainablecity.be/themas/sustainabléding,
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/quide_batimentable/

. Much efforts are also made in the field of susthle food and supply chain:
http://www.sustainablecity.be/themas/sustainablgsamption

. The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foreslee following measures:

- to develop an integrated vision for the conséoveand restoration of agricultural relict zones
- to develop an indicator to evaluate the taking account of nature into projects

- to strengthen the taking into account of impadtplans and projects onto the emgical network and tf
green spaces

Federal level
. Adoption of a sectoral agreement in the woodmeid stimule the production and sell of sustaig
wood products.

. See also results of both ‘Business and biodityérand ‘Consumers and biodiversity’ studi@smde
Target 1). The future ‘biodiversity’ and ‘resourcefficiency’ roadmaps will make the studies outg
more concrete.

. Development of a federal public procurement polioypromote SFM (circular letter in 2005)
methodological guide supports federal purchasinghaxities; promotion and followp of fores
certification.
. An information campaign was set up to inform public on SFM and relatecertification (2006 ar,
2007).

. Adoption of the 'products plan: towards an inééed product policy".

. The development of biofuel production pathways/chasnconditioned by the application of a syste
sustainability criteria (European directives on &eable Energy and Fuel Quality 2009/28/CE publi
in June 2009). Those criteria repent the main measures to allow reasonable usefagls while limiting
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negative impacts on biodiversity. According to tlaev of 10 June 2006, which promotes biofuel
Belgium, the approval of biofuel production unisshiased on certain criteria,cbuas: (1) a short distar,
between biomass cultivation site and biofuel praidacunit; (2) the most favourable CO2 balance;tf@
energetic efficiency of the production unit; and (dduced use of fertilizers and/or pesticides.ifleq
rules with respect to the approval of production units also taite account the global CO2 balance
order to assure that biofuel production leads smaificant reduction of greenhouse gases. Howeapy
from the use of fertilizers and/or pesticides, madilversity-related criteria are inclad in the attributig
criteria.

A workshop entitled 'Vision on the evaluation otseconomic impact of genetically modified organi
in food: evaluation of the socio-economic impact@WOs' was organized in Brussdly the Feder
Public Service health, Food Chain Safety and Emwirent on 29.03.2010. Further information and rep
www.health.belgium.be/eportal/Environment/BiodivgandGMO/GMOs/19069120?backNode=9222

Belgian delegates and experts were invited to gpaie in +/-13 weeks (in 2011 and 2013) internati
online discussions relative to socio-economic atgrsitions of LMOs in the contexf the Cartager
Protocol. One delegate of the Federal Public SeriHealth, Food Chain Safety aBshvironment wg
invited by the Secretariat of the Protocol, on Hasis of her participation in the online forum,r
international workshop on the iss in New Dehli (November 2011). The discussiongsewamed 3
reaching a common ground of international undedstenof Art. 26.1 of the Protocol (dealing with d
issue), before developing some kind of internalignigdance to implement this article.

Belgian delegates and experts are also presentigipating (in the context of the ESEBuropean GM
SocioEconomic Bureau) in the development of consensolimients on methodologies for the evalug
of socio-economic implications of the cultivatiohld/ plants in the EU.

~ This target is reflected in the updated NationalkdB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 4.

Strategic Goal B: Reduce the direct pressures oodiversity and promote sustainable t

Target 5

By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural habitatsluding forests, is at least halved and whersifda
brought close to zero, and degradation and fragamtientis significantly reduced.

Flemish Region
. Monitoring and reporting of pressures: 2-yeadyarts NARA and MIRA - see chapter .
. Nature conservation policy measures: extensiosuoface and numbers of nature and forest res
development and implementation of Nature ObjectRiass, site or species specific management p&a
nature and forest areas, management agreement®eathauthorities and land users (+ crosgpliance
introduction of criteria for sustainable forest ragament; legal framework for protection scheme-ieN
and Natura 2000 sites, establishment of Natura 20@@servation objectivesnd development
implementation plan in cooperation with stakeholgieups.
. ElA-procedures imposed for development projects, leenseeded for alteration of bottom re
\vegetation and hydrological system; stricter prisd@cregimes in FEN and Natura 2000.
. The use of pesticides and herbicides by locahaiites in public domains or parks is forbiddencs
January 2004.
. Several projects have been carried out for teagmentation of roads dividing important natursdeg
by construction of ecoducts, and on river systeyigstallations resolving fish migration barriers.

See also Target 11 and the indicators Dbtip://www.milieurapport.be/en/facts-figuresand
http://www.natuurindicatoren.be

\Walloon Region
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The evaluation of the conservation status of nhtuhitats is performed by biogeographical regibing
conservation status of the continental habitats€iing 70% of théValloon territory) is considered to
bad for 85% of the concerned surface. The condervatatus is analysed following 4 criteriange, are
structure & function and perspectives for the fatdrhe most penalizing criterion for forests isisture &
function, mainly due to the insufficient volume amdmber of large stands and dead wood. For the
habitats the most penalizing criterion is areapltegy from the small area of distribution. Givelne
difficulty to realise a Nature Plan, the Walloongimn elaborated a project of an evolutionary c@jaémf
actions aiming among others to specifically preseare and threatened habitats.

List of the tools and measures in place to preseateral habitats (threatened habitats as wehasrag
common ones):

- the decree on nature conservation

- all measures related to the Natura 2000 network

- the Water Code

- agri-environmental measures

- the Forestry Code

- the Circulaire Biodiversité en Forét

- PEFC certification of forests

- 'Plans Communaux de Développement de la Natdetayed mowingcombles et clochersRiver
contracts

- agreements with the private sector (quarriestedtly companies, railroad companies ...)

- the natural zones, green spaces and forests timeléCode wallonde '’Aménagement du Territoire,
I'Urbanisme et du Patrimoirie

- species action plans (see also Target 12)

- catalogue of actions of theéseau Wallonie natute

A recent study estimated the fragmentation levehefWalloon territory based on an effective maze s
indicator.

http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpamide, mdb1bf,default,1&mdblbfalias=Fragmentat
du-territoire_1&mdblbfreturnid=43&page=43

Brussel-Capital Region

The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foretieesollowing measures:

- elaborate a master plan for the Brussels ecabgigtwork

- obtain the ownership of strategic sites

- develop an indicator to evaluate the taking axtoount of nature into projects

- reduce the fragmentation of biodiversity by findimgys to allow the fauna to move across tran
infrastructure (ecoducts and ecotunnels for example

- develop and implement an ecological managemant fiolr the railway verges

- develop and implement an ecological managemat for green spaces related to roadways

Federal level

. Joint Implementation and Clean Development Meismamprojects.

. Federal Reduction Plan for Pesticides 2013-26RP@) (see also chapter Il, 4.1).
. SEA procedures include biodiversity criteria aater to relevant national policy documents suclihg
Belgian Biodiversity Strategy, the CBD and biodsity-related conventions and agreements.

North Se
. Sand and gravel extraction, dredging and dumpfrdredge spoil are subject to licences. Zero &wleq
policy in relation to oil pollution.

. Development of a cleaning policy of the North 8gaugh the ‘fishing for litter programme’.
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. Measures regulating coastal fisheries in pradeadf marine mammals.
. Ongoing actions in order to reduce import of iemtis and hazardous substances into the North Sea

-w This target is reflected in the updated NationadBersity Strategy, strategic objective 3.

Target 6

By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks and agyatints are managed and harvested sustainabilyle
and applying ecosystem based approaches, so tudisbing is avoided, recovery plans and measuee
in place for all depleted species, fisheries hawsignificant adverse impacts on threatened specids
vulnerable ecosystems and the impacts of fisheriestocks, species and ecosystems are within safe
ecological limits.

Walloon Region

Several measures are implemented:

- the decree on fishing activities

- the projectSaumon 2000

- restocking projects with local varieties (trogtayling, ...)

- the decree on nature conservation, including fda2000

- the Water Code

- the application of the aquaculture regulation

- awareness actions by tiMaison de la péchgfishing courses, ...

- restoration of aquatic environments

- the River contracts: their aim is to gather arbthre table all the concerned actors (of the vallewprder
to define together an action programme for theoratibn of the water courses, the adjacent aredishen
water resources of the bassin

- the working groups on water installed within sdflans Communaux de Développement de la Natu

Flemish Region
. The reently reformed Common Fisheries Policy of the EesopUnion’s most important goal is lay
down rules to ensure a sustainable European fishiithout damaging the marine environment.
example of one of the decisions taken, is thaffiffestocks willhave to reach their maximal sustain
yield (MSY) where possible in 2015, but in 202G latest. Now the Flemish government will hay
implement or guide this implementation for the Rigmfisheries sector.

. In relation to the marine fishery: continued stunal andad hocconsultations with the Department
Agriculture and Fisheries as well as with the bus& for Agricultural and Fisheries Research or
improvement of the management of fish stocks, aedetimination of the negativefetts on fish stock
species, habitats and ecosystems.

. Codes of good practices have been developedrarizbang applied or are under review.

Brussel-Capital Region
The new nature ordinance regulates fishing prastisth a sustainable aim (art 83). Article 8]
regulates the substraction of specimens out of@atu

Federal level
In 2012, the “Good Environmental Status” and asgedi objectives for the descriptor “commercial fisk
species” (MSY by 20120) was defined and agreedg{Bethe Staat 2012. Omschrijving van Goede
Milieutoestand en vaststelling van Milieudoelen vde Belgische mariene wateren. Kaderrichtlijn
Mariene Strategie — Art 9 & 10. BMM, Federale Owdsdienst Volksgezondheid, Veiligheid van de

12 (@]

N

Voedselketen en Leefmilieu, Brussel, Belgié, 34.pp.
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w This target is reflected in the updated NationalkdB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 4.

Target 7
By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture aresfiy are managed sustainably, ensuring consernvati
of biodiversity.

Flemish Region

/Actions carried out are initiated to:

- Provide for a better remuneration of collective eonmimental goods through direct payments and
compliance in the framework of the EU Common Aglitietal Policy on the one hand, and the integrati
of the preservation of biodiversity through managetmagreements and (contributions for by the |
Development Programme and through management agnéeron the other hand); see aRlemisk
contributions on agriculture in relation to targgétand 4.

- Reorientate the rural development policy towards gheservation of biodiversity (AGNABIO proje
structural consultation between agricultural polistructures and nature policy structures, struf]
consultations with the agricultural sector, (http:¥laanderen.be/nlapps/docs/default.asp?id=3004).

- ECO? project (http://www.ecokwadraat.be/).

- Enhance contribution to biodiversity of ageovironmental measures under the Rural Develof
Programme, see also Flemish contributions on t&get

- Contribute to the preservation of the genetic ditygref the European agriculture (see also Fle
contributions on target 13).

- Sensibilisation initiatives such as a code of gagdcultural practices nature and biodiversitytioalate
farmers to take into account biodiversity in thegderations.

. Strict spatial planning requirements i.a. to prevéand take and fragmentation of open space
biodiversity rich areas/objects.

- Stimulate forest owners to protect and enhanedibdiversity ofthe forests (recognition and guidanc
forest groups, structural consultations with theestry sector).

- Integrate biodiversity measures into forest manageméans (develop management plans for
Agency's green spaces, support the developmentegtfmanagement plans by forest groups).

Code of good practices have been developed arubarg applied or are under development:
- for nature with guidelines for the managemerprotected vegetation types,
- for agricultural uses based upon integrationndinmental issues.

The Flemish forest policy is based upon multifumeél and sustainable forestry and applied thr
development of a management vision consisting of:

- specific and concrete guidelines for a closedtsre forest management,

- a framework to assess the forest functions,

- a method for quality control,

- promotion and granting of FSC-label to foresp@®0 000 ha are granted the FSC label,

- publication of criteria for sustainable forest magement and technical/financialipport for th
implementation these criteria by private forest even(see chapter lll, area with management
according to the criteria for sustainable forestry)

- incentives are provided for the use of criteida $ustainable forest management in the managieme
planning and implementation.

Organised and controlled hunting in Wildlife Managat Units (WMU) is promoted so that hunters
act as joint managers of the open space. Principtigseria and indicators are being developed talueais
the sustainability of the implementation and hupitans and to review policies.
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Indicators on practices and impacts by variousose@tre reported in the Environment reports: set of
indicators available in Englishttp://www.milieurapport.be/en/facts-figures/sestagriculture/

Ecological footprint of the consumption of reneveabatural resource

In order to produce renewable natural resourcedodically productive lad is required: e.g. farmland
crops and livestock, forest land for wood, and whtadies for fish. The ecological footprint of revedble
natural resources consumption of a certain regsodefined as the area of biologically productived
which isrequired to fulfil these consumption needs. Thdaggoal footprint of renewable natural resou
consumption is measured in ‘universal hectaresichvhefers to the world average biological produity
of one hectare. On a global scale, there areidisersal hectares of biologically productive lamdhilable
per person (1999 data). This means that on avetiagéand required to produce all the renewablears;
resources and energy needs for one person shouékeeed 1.8 ha.
In 2009, the ecological footprint for renewableunat resources in Flanders (using NFA edition 20489
on average 4.universal hectares per person, but excluding eneoggumption. Since on average,
1.8 universal hectares of biologically productiveaais availatd per person, it is clear that each Fle
inhabitant requires more than the average availatde per person on the globe. Under these consl
halting the loss of biodiversity becomes a diffictdsk. At the moment, 90 of the area necessary
satisfy Flemish consumption is located abroad. &pgies mainly to farmland producing energyh feeq
crops for Flemish livestock. As such, the environtak pressure caused by the Flemish region isy
exported. The ecological footprint did not varuch between 2004 and 2009, methodologies and dg
however becoming more accurate in assessing theeptn

Walloon Region

Forestry

. The 'Circulaire Biodiversité en Forétsfecommends to integrate measures with a more Jgcsiiy
friendly dimension within the objectives of foresanagement.

. One of the objectives of the Forestry Code isdmbat climate change and to preserve biodiverk
stipulates that the sustainable development of Wand)s and forests implies the application of aig
principles:

- the preservation and improvement of forestry ueses and their contribution to the carbon cycle
- the preservation of the health and vitality akfst ecosystems

- the preservation, conservation and improvemebiafiversity in forest ecosystems

- the preservation and improvement of the protedtivetions of forest among others related to theey
and the soil
- the preservation and improvement of other seconomic benefits and conditions (preservationn
equilibrium between resinous and brdadved trees and promotion of a mixed forest typth \g
diversified age composition, adapted to climatengeaand able to mitigate some of its effects; ie&in
of areas where trees are cleared; for public ownersservation of deadjamaged or biologica
interesting trees, preservation of at least 1 &rfegpecial biological interest per 2 ha, the presgon o
shrubby hedges, ban on the planting or resinoes tnext to water courses; the planning tool forlip
forests withinthe Forestry Code takes measures for the promofibrodiversity into account; the Foreg
Code imposes that 3% of the brdadved forests with a surface of more than 100reaabe delimited
integral reserves)

- the use of pesticides as well as the burningafithes is forbidden in all forests

- all artificial regeneration actions using tree etids which are not optimal or tolerated followitig
'ecological tree varieties registry' are forbidden.

Many tools are available to improve sustainablesomanagement:
. the Circulaire relative aux aménagements dans les fosdiumises au régime forestiés’a normativ,
tool for the management planning in public forg2s5,000 ha in Wallonia). At this stage, about 6&f
the forest area is ceved by new management plans following this ciiceld he remaining area shoulg
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covered by 2013,
. about 15@M00 ha of forests are included in Natura 2000 afdasiagement contracts will be conclu
between the authorities and the owners, to impléthenobjectives of each site.

. PEFC certification: owners engage themselvesniatily to diversify their forest, to maintain deadod
to maintain patches where trees can grow old, etc.
. Pro Sylva: research about and promotion of aeetomature sylviculture based on natural processes

Agriculture
. Between 1980 and 2010, the surfaces dedicat@@rtmanent grasslands registered the biggest d

with an average loss of 1,920 ha per year.

. The utilisation of phytopharmaceutical productsd aof nitrogenous and phosphorus fertiliser
decreasingConcerning the fertilisers, this tendency resulbenfa more rational use of fertilisers and f
the implementation of measures of the programmsusfainable management of nitrogen in agricu
The Walloon authorities have elaborated a pessaidduction programme to further decrease their ug
. EcoEfficiency in agriculture: there is a decreasehwd tised quantities of fertilisers and pesticidet
harvested ton and per cultivated hectditee agricultural sector registers also a decreasieeoemission
of atmospheric pollutants (-13% for the greenhagesses andl1% for the acidifying substances betw
1990 and 2010). This eco-efficiency gain is amotigeis related to the implementatiof compulsory ¢
\voluntary programmes such as the programme ofigasie management of nitrogen, the conditionalf
agricultural subsidies or environmental programgsesh as biological agriculture).

. Agri-environmental methods foresee incentivesadyetter consideratioof nature in agricultural are
by the end of 2010, 54% of the Walloon farmers (28%he agricultural surfacejubscribed to one
more agri-environmental measures. The most chogereavironmental measures are the plantof
hedges, the covering of the soil during winter, fineservation of trees, the natural grasslandstlae
grassy peat bogs. In 2010, 5% of the Walloon alitical surface was dedicatad the preservation
biodiversity (ecological compensation swdy Note that a percentage of 7% is considergiiohslly very
favourable to the preservation of the wild faunan€erning the surface waters, 2,317 km of the
banks (15% of the total length of water banks bondgemeadows or fields) are concerned by an
environmental measure. In comparison with the 28006 version, more ambitious objectifs have
integrated in thePlan wallon de Développement Rural 2007-20X8ming to encompass 50% of
farmers and 20% of the agricultural surface inafg-environmental measures system in 2013.

. An impact assessment is compulsory for all planprojects susceptible to affect significantly atiNg
2000 site.

. Application of the aquaculture regulation.

. Sustainable management plan for nitrogen.

. The conditionality principle in relation to grantor agriculture entered into force on 01.01.2005g
linked with several European directives, among istliee Bird and Habitat Directives. The conditiaty;
principle contains following points in relation tiuis target:

- it is forbidden to drain Natura 2000 areas withibie prior permission of the DGARNE

- it is forbidden to use herbicides in Natura 2@o&@sslands without prior permission of the DGARNE
- it is forbidden to plough Natura 2000 grasslawdhkout prior permission of the DGARNE

- the destination of the Natura 2000 areas foresete spatial plan has to be respected

- it is forbidden to destruct strictly protected spsc(decree on nature conservation) or hedges &
whole of the Walloon territory

- it is also forbidden to change considerably #ralform

Some other measures and tools:

. the Walloon Region has adopted the Water Codel¢Cte I'Eau) on 27 May 2004 to implement
Water Framework Directive. One of its objectivedd prevent additional degradations and to presa
improve the state of the aquatic ecosystems asawmeilf the terrestrial ecosystems and wetlandsnak
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on them.

IAssessment of environmental efficie
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpAxihe, mdb1bf,default,1&mdblbfalias=Indicateurs-
structurels-environnementaux_2&mdblbfreturnid=438g43
\Within the framework of the Lisbon and Gothenburgtegies, the European Commission has drawrn
list of 20 structural indicatorg/hich it can use to monitor and assess the envieoah performance
Member States. The ti@bavailable through the link enables Belgium ahd Walloon Region to

compared with the European averages and positisitadrespect to other Member States and enab
evaluation of the progress made.

Brussel-Capital Region
See targets 4 and 6.

Federal level
. Adoption of a sectoral agreement in the woodaetd stimule the production and sell of sustaig
wood products.

. Development of a federal public procurement polioypromote SFM (circular letter in 2005)
methodological guide supports federal purchasinghaxities; promotion and followp of fores
certification.
. An information campaign was set up to inform public on SFM and relatecertification (2006 ar
2007)

. Adoption of the 'products plan: towards an inégd product policy'.

. The development of biofuel production pathways/chasnconditioned by the application of a syste
sustainability criteria (European directives on &eable Energy and Fuel Quality 2009/28/CE publi
in June 2009). Those criteria regastthe main measures to allow reasonable useffdis while limiting
negative impacts on biodiversity. According to thev of 10 June 2006, which promotes biofuel
Belgium, the approval of biofuel production unisshased on certain criteria, sums$t (1) a short distan
between biomass cultivation site and biofuel praidacunit; (2) the most favourable CO2 balance;tf@
energetic efficiency of the production unit; and fdduced use of fertilizers and/or pesticides.ifleq
rules with respct to the approval of production units also tak® iaccount the global CO2 balance
order to assure that biofuel production leads $@aificant reduction of greenhouse gases. Howeay
from the use of fertilizers and/or pesticides, madlversity-related criteria are included in théributiorn
criteria.

 This target is reflected in the updated NationaldB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 4.

Target 8
By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrieritas been brought to levels that are not detriahént
ecosystem function and biodiversity.

Flemish Region
. The Decree on integrated water management cont@nerete requirements with respect to ripg
zones along water bodies with specific requirementsoil cultivation, use of pesticides and maruge.
Water quality in general terms improved, although tequired levels are not yet reached for all ¢baig
in all water wayshttp://www.vmm.be/water/kwaliteit-oppervlaktewater

. The Manure Decree transposes the European Nidiegetive action program (for the period 202014
into Flemish legislation and contains the requiregulations on distance rules for manure use, gnoi
manure use and otheequirements (sleep slopes, snow cover, greearcaasidual nitrate in soil (soil g
crop specific values), mandatory advise on mansaeeiml horticulture)Excess fosfates and nitrates in
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pose the main problems for effective revering ditas and the related ecosystem functions.
http://www.milieurapport.be/nl/feitencijfers/sectorlandbouw/

. The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries foces110 demonstratioprojects to promote and stimu
farmers in the sustainable manure use, havingiiyeosffect on the biodiversity in the field.
See chapter |, exceeding of critical load for epitioation, phosphorus in rivers.

The use of pesticides and herbicidgslocal authorities in public domains or parksfasbidden sing
January 2004. Pesticide reduction programmes iicwdtyral practices are promoted through stimulg
measures under the Rural Development Programmeates of good practices.

Impact of use of herbicides and other plant pradaathemicals decreased during the last 10 yedrge-(
restricted use of some products, better technidoespplying chemicals in agricultural practicesd
raising of awareness on the impacts of such preducthe environment and in the food chain.
http://www.milieurapport.be/nl/feitencijfers/miliuemas/verspreiding-van-pesticiden/druk-op-
oppervlaktewater-door-pesticiden/druk-op-het-watarh-door-gewasbescherming-seqg-en-seq/

Walloon Region

In 2007, about 6% of the forest surface and alrtiesentire surface of open spackeathlands, swam
peat bogs,..) in the Walloon Region was affected by nitrogemalepositions superior to the accept
level of eutrophying nitrogen. At the forest leville situation improvedubstantially thanks to a reduct
of atmospheric fallout of nitrogen. This is not ttese for the other (semi-)natural ecosystemsa(itiquilar
oligotrophic environments) which remain extremelylnerable tosuch perturbations. Concern
acidification, the situation is now far less praohbdic given the fact that theffected forest surfaces w
from 90% (1990) to 10% (2007Jhis evolution proves the positive effects of measumplemented
reduce the atmospheric emissions of acidifyingypatits of 50 to 60% (between 1990 and 201Ghé
\Walloon Region and Europe.

List of Walloon tools and measures in place fos target:
. The Forestry Code forbids the utilisation of dés. The only exceptions are defined by the @
government to combat certain diseases or invadiee species that threaten the indigenous faunz
flora.

. The Forestry Code also offers the possibilitympose the utilisation of vegetal oil for chain saan
other forestry exploitation tools.

. The use of herbicides is forbidden in some publaas sch as parks, waterways, ponds and lakes
\verges and ditches.

. The Water Code and some resulting plans and gnasgyr

- the ‘Plansd’Assainissement par Sous-bassin HydrographiqdeBhe the decontamination and clea
regime for the relevant areas

- the programme for the sustainable managementroigeit is the application of the Nitrate Directiyeau(
of the Water Framework Directive)

. The Environment Code and certain resulting digjoos:
- the environmental permit angérmis unique’
- studies about the impact on the environment

. The evaluation of incidences is imposed for kEhp and projects that could affect a Natura 20@0irs &
significant way.
. 159 municipalities have signed thH&an Maya thereby committing themselves 1) totpn place a plg
to reduce the use of pesticides and 2) to managmngpaces more ecologically.

. In the framework of the implementation of the Wah decree on soil management, an invento
(potentially) polluted soils is currently in devphoent.
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Reduction in the use of inorganic and organic Ifeetis and pesticides: h¢ utilisation ¢
phytopharmaceutical products and of nitrogenouspdrasphorus fertilisers is decreasing. Concerrti
fertilisers, this tendency results from a morearadi se of fertilisers and from the implementatiof
measures of the programme of sustainable managerhaittogen in agriculture. The Walloon authorg
have elaborated a pesticides reduction programrhwtteer decrease their use.

Micropollutants in surface waters: evaluations perfed during the period 20@810 indicated that abg
30% of the Walloon surface waters are in a bad at@mituation.To remediate this, additional meas
are foreseen in the Walloon programme for the reolicof pesticides and in thprojects of th
hydrographical districts management plans. They, ammong others, to install buffer zones along @
waters and to re-evaluate and better control enmiemtal permits.

See alsoEtat de I'environnement wallohttp://etat.environnement.wallonie)be

Brussel-Capital Region

. A very strict legislation is in place concernitige use of pesticides ipublic green spaces. In pul
regional green spaces: no use of pesticides orrestyicted.

. Water pollution is gradually removed thanks te #ittions taken in the framework of the water plan.

. The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foresdso the following measure:

- to develop an integrated vision for theegervation and restoration of (ancient) agricultacmes an
sites.

Federal level
The Pesticide Reduction Programme was adopted dyéueral Government (PRPB) in 2005 aim
reduce the adverse impact of pesticides. The PRBB&en running until the end of 2012.

From 2013, the NAPAN (Nationaal Actie Plan d’Actiddational) has been established as the Be
national action plan for pesticide reduction asuested by the EU directive 2009/128 . It includes
federal plan (FRPP : Federal Reduatidlan for Pesticides) replacing the PRPB, andpthes from th
three regions. Each of these plans comprises Ipatifec actions and actions carried out jointly twihg
other members of the NAPAN Task Force. It aimseaiching the objectives of redng risks linked t
pesticides as defined in the EU Directive 2009/CEBEstablishing a framework for Community actig
achieve the sustainable use of pesticides.

Throughout the 2005-2012 programme, federal autBsrimanaged to develop and ensure omaj
stakeholders' participation e.g. by establishinQoancil and organising direct consultation of spkst
who use pesticides. This high level of participatis kept in the 2013017 programme and extende
all national competences.

The 2005-202 programme was an opportunity for federal auttewito deliver reliable and balan
information on the risks relating to the use oftjpédes, e. g. through the websites and by pulig
thematic booklets. Putting neutral information &pdsal in a active way is also a major issue of
20132017 programme, in which it is notably scheduledt tBuch information shall be provig
compulsorily in all places where products for aroatgse are on sale. Such a balanced informationld
help raising awareness of npmfessional users of pesticides to the conseqsesfahis use on biologig
diversity and ecosystem services.

Federal authorities delivered key strategic infdramafor public risk management, such as the an®a
pesticide products sold. This aspect, which hadbsen fully achieved at the end of the 2@08:
programme, will be amplified in the 202817 programme through the development of a kegx
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scorecard for the issue of pesticide use. Thodexes will tackle the prohie according to the DPS
system (Driven forces, Pressure, State, Impactpdtee). Another feature of the 202817 programme
the development of specific followp tools for public health purposes, such as healtimitoring o
professional users of plant protection products.

Programme coordination is provided by the fedeealises in charge of product standards, maki
possible to achieve many structural changes insthee of pesticide use through legislation modiioces
This major asset hagsulted in significant progress, such as the ticgnce' (compulsory knowled
certificate for users, sellers and professionalisatg of plant protection products), or the spiitiof the
plant protection product market into a market foofpssional users and a market for poofessiona
users.

Finally, throughout the period 20@®12, the federal programme has contributed to resehdialogue
several levels (citizens, professional/civilianagsations, government, etc.) on numerous issuesmgltg
pesticides. This dialogue capacity will certaipiyove useful in the future, notably for tacklinglidate
issues about pesticides and for which scientifidewce is insufficient, such as for instance tiseésof be
population decline, the argence of certain chronic diseases among farntiees,cocktail effect' ¢
pesticide residues in food.

Some of the measures foreseen to be implementhd attional level are the following:
. By 2017, harmonization of methods, standards eepbrts onwater (surface & undergrour
contamination by pesticides at regional, natiomal Buropean level.
. Ensure that noprofessional users of products receive balancedtrirdtion at the point of sale regarg
the right conditions of use, the risks to publialtie and the environment.

At the federal and regional levels, measures ireclud

. Coordinate and enhance the efficiency of acéigistudying the impact of pesticides on bees.
. Raise awareness of non-professional users tosthef alternative solions and to the protection of wé
bodies.
. By 2019, the public space managers (municipalitt&lministrations) must manage their spaces w
the use of plant protection products.

. By 2014, compliance with principles of integrafeest management by all farmers.

North See

. The objective of the OSPAR strategy ‘Hazardous tsulzes’ is to reduce the concentration of haza
substances to background levels by 2020.

. In 2012, the “Good Environmental Status” and eisded objectives for the deftiors “Eutrophication
and “pollution were defined and agreed (Belgisctaa520120mschrijving van Goede Milieutoestang
\vaststelling van Milieudoelen voor de Belgische iexae wateren. Kaderrichtlijn Mariene Strategiart-9
& 10. BMM, Federale Oudeidsdienst Volksgezondheid, Veiligheid van de d&mdketen en Leefmilig
Brussel, Belgi&, 34 pp.).

~ This target is reflected in the updated NationalkdB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 2.

Target 9

By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways @mtifted and prioritized, priority species are cotied
or eradicated, and measures are in place to maaly@ays to prevent their introduction and
establishment.

Flemish Region
The Agency for Nature and Forests developed a dirstegy intuding a special instrument for invag
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alien species; to conduct an invasive species ypdbcussed on awareness and prevention, as W
combating IAS when necessary, taking also into aeta@ontrol actions and horizontal needs (sug
policy frameavork, communication and knowledge / research). AcBwersion of the vision and act
plan is available at: http://www.natuurenbos.be/n
BE/Natuurbeleid/Soortenbeleid/Overlast_schade/dathr_soorten/Visie%20ANB.aspx
Experience and knowledge has been gathered thrpagitipation in the INTERREG project INVEXO
with the Netherlandshtp://www.invexo.be), the INTERREG-project Rinsétfp://www.rinse-europe.eu/
and the LIFE project ALTERIAShttp://www.alterias.be In cooperation with the Research Institute fo
Nature and Forests and the NGO Natuurpunt the dprednt of an early warning system is ongoing
collected information over the last 2 years. http://www.natuurenbos.be/n
BE/Natuurbeleid/Soortenbeleid/Overlast_schade/datir_soorten.aspx Identification tools for th
species included are availablehtp://www.waarnemingen/be/exoten

It is prohibited to introduce animals and plants with@ permit (Forest Decree) in both public foreste
forest reserves. The introduction of alien aninp&cses is prohibited, and there is a legal basenEasurg
to control and eradicate alien aninsglecies. Measures can also be taken to contrabbiljit the transpg
of animal species and their carcasses (Decreetaren@onservation). A decision describes what gsew
fish can be used as fish bait (only native fishceggse are allowed). Sesso chapter I, number of al
species.

The Decision of the Flemish Government of 21.0431L88ohibits the introduction into the wild of non-
native animal species, unless a special permgiisgogranted. An integrated and updated execudivwefd
spedes protection is submitted for approval. This limeludes the basis for the prevention and contf
invasive speciedn the new act on species protection and speciemgemment this prohibition has b
confirmed: in article 17 Besluit van de Vlaamse Regering van 15 mei 2009 bwsdtekking tg
soortenbescherming en soortenbeheer (BS: 13/08/2@0short ‘Soortenbesluit’ySome exceptions to t
rule apply: specimens of plant species that are abdti/in the frame of Legal forestry, agriculturs
horticultural activities or in the frame of gardenpark management: specimens of fish reared iseq
waters that guarantee that specimens can not rnaygen waters.

To allow reducing negative impact on native biodsity of IAS in the wild, to mitigate or to restqrting
Flemish minister responsible for the Environmem take measures (articles 28, 29, 30 and 31 ¢
‘Soortenbesluit’). The following actions are possib* actions for increasing awareness inclu
facilitating codes of conduct; * doing, letting dor enforcing of specific management and control;
making agreements with local governments and/oarisgtions aiming at local actions; andmiting or
prohibiting transport, trade and possessiommformation is published on the webs
http://www.natuurenbos.be/Exot@incl. species fact sheets).

Several research programmes inelsidnonitoring, assessment of impacts and develdpofeoontrol
mitigation and/or eradication programmes:

. assessment of the risks posed by the musiraddtra zibethicusand coypuyocastor coypysnot only
to dikes, crops and vegetation but also to aldodal fish, amphibians, breeding bird species,

. monitoring and eradication of exotic plant spedienature and forest areas under management,
. project for removal of floating pennywotiydrocotyle ranunculoidg¢grom watercourses,

. monitoring and inventory of fish occurring inamid waters including alien fish species.

There is a program in which rare, colonial andddtrced breeding bird species are being monitor
Flanders. Among them, alien breeding bird specgetha lesser whitadnted goose (Anser erythrop
the Canada goos®ianta canadens)sthe barnacle goos®i@nta leucopsis the Nile (Egyptian) goo
(Alopochen aegyptiacisthe mandarin duckA{x galericulatg, the ring-necked parakeePqjttacul
kramer) and the monk parakeea¥lyiopsitta monachysare being monitored. This program is calleg
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‘Bijzondere Broedvogels Vlaanderen Project’ (FlemBpecial Breeding Bird Project). ). Meanwhile, €
alien bird species are also monitored within theamiework of the commo breeding birds monitori
scheme, notably Canada and Egyptian goose.

Walloon Region
In the Walloon Region, 375 exotic species of ornataleplants and 21 exotic species of vertebratag
considered as naturalised in 2011. Of these, 28epef plaits and 11 species of vertebrates are kno
cause considerable environmental damage and argomeoh on the blackst. Several exotic species
mammals have established themselves in the WalRemion in recent year§he number of naturalis
specis seems to increase over time, although the ol$ecthanges (compared with the prev
estimations) could also be the reflection of mag®urous field observation efforts or the evolutiof
scientific knowledge.

Preventive and control actions againsvasive alien species are coordinated through dicde(
interdepartmental unit (CiEi) that has been esthbli in 2009 within the strategic plan of
Administration. This unit is in charge of the folling tasks:

. Identify priority pathways and delop preventive and regulatory measures accordingigiuding
guidelines for plantations, soil movement, greesteananagement, etc.
. Prepare a coherent legislative framework to r@gubreventive and control actions against invasiieg|
species in Wallonia.
. Set up an early warning system in cooperatiorh vtite other regions in the country and ng
conservation NGOs.

. Identify and disseminate best practices for ta@agement of invasive alien plants and animals;
. Coordinate control action plaragainst priority species like giant hogweed, dapa mosquito, Cang
goose or muskrat.

. Conduct studies to assess mative species invasiveness in the field and camipiflormation for ris
analyses of priority species.

. Communicate and develop capacity building acttomsards field managers and the general public.

Nature Parks, many River Contracts and cities wHielve either a Municipality Plan for Nat
Conservation or a ‘Roadside management plan’ dgtimanage invasive alien species at a local scale|

The introduction of non-indigenous species or irdigus species of nandigenous origin in nature
forbidden except for species used for agriculture farestry.

Brussel-Capital Region
. The reintroduction and the intentional releasenature of invasive animal and plant speciesdisi
annex IV of the ordinance of the 1st March 2012eiation to nature conservation is forbidden (art. 1
8). The sale, the transfer for free or against paynthe exchange and the purchasengf af this specis
are also forbidden (art. 77, 2nd 8).

. Article 78 of this ordinance allows the BrussBlsvernment to take measures against these species
. The intentional release in nature of non-indigenstrains of indigenous animal and plant sgeeand th
intentional release in nature of non-indigenousnahiand plant species are both subject to pernmigait
75, 2nd 8).

. Several research programmes already includes mimgtand assessment of impacts e.g. on para
naturalised water his and plants. Some management actions are aleadse (e.g. Egyptian goose
parks).

. In addition, the Regional Nature Plan (in deveiept) foresees the following measure:

- to optimize the management of invasive alien igsec

. Priority is given ¢ prevention and sensibilisation of the public aimel professionals. In a second pf
follows the screening and first intervention actidollowed, when needed, by actions to control radic
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the populations.

Federal level

At the national level, resulting of a collaboratiostween the federal and regional authorities o @b
conduct in relation to invasive plants has beehaed in the framework of the AlterlAS-project
(http://www.alterias.beAlternatives for invasive plants).

Action 18 of the second Federal Plan for Sustasn&l@velopment is devoted to biodiversity and fog
on sectoral integration of biodiversity in key fealesectors (transport, economy, development caoioe
and scientific plicy). The action plan ‘Integration of biodivensiin the four federal key sectors’
preparation, adoption expected in September 200Badress IAS.

Actions foreseen in this action plan include (Segpter Il for achievements at federal level):

. Economy: the consultation of key sectors in otdeincrease awareness and understanding of the
and the identification of the most appropriated snees (such as e.g. labelling, substitution, in&drom
etc.) and the review, actualization andegsion of existing legislations at federal levelprohibit th
import / export / transit and detention of some IABelgium.

. Science: the establishment of an early warnirsgesy on IASand the development of a system base
molecular barcoding to identify organisms of polegncern (including IAS) for use by Transport.
. Transport: the control and management of ballaser.

The Belgian Law of 20.01.1999 (MMM law) forbids thtentional introduction of nomdigenous specig
in the marine environment without special licensg.(11, 81).

A royal decree will be adopted in the second pBE0O&9 to implement the Council Regulation dealing
specifically with alien species in aquaculture (2087/CE) with regard to marine species.

The Royal Decree of Bpril 2003 foresees measures related to the comatisation of species listed
annex A (excepted for specimens bred in captiwith CITES certificate).

In 2012, the “Good Environmental Status” and asged objectives for the descriptor “asive specie
was defined and agreed (Belgische Staat 20h&schrijving van Goede Milieutoestand en vastsigliiar
Milieudoelen voor de Belgische mariene wateren. dadhtlijn Mariene Strategie Art 9 & 10. BMM,
Federale Overheidsdienst Volksgedbaid, Veiligheid van de Voedselketen en Leefmijli@russe
Belgié, 34 pp.).

-w This target is reflected in the updated NationadBersity Strategy, strategic objective 3.

Target 10
By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures aalceefs, andther vulnerable ecosystems impacte
climate change or ocean acidification are minimjzedas to maintain their integrity and functioning

Flemish Region

Stricter control on the use of impact assessmetew developments allow to introduce m@eners
measures in the projects to reduce pressures omoement and nature. Enforcement of exis
environmental law and imposed restrictions on eionss land use changes and water use also com
to reducing pressures.

With the publication othe Policy Plan of Flanders on Climate Change alsludes measures relateq
nature and values of ecosystems. In studies oratiatuof ecosystems services contribution of edesys
and of green spaces in cities on air quality andiosorption capdty of CO2 delivers arguments on
role of healthy ecosystems and more green spaceslfptation and mitigation to climate change.
data help to initiate more projects on greeningeimaronment and on restoration of ecosystems.
More research isding carried out on the impact of climate changeclanges in migration of spec
changes in species compositions of vegetations.
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See also chapter Il, Natura 2000 and defragmentafiovers.

Walloon Region

. The Walloon strategy to adapt to climatic changi#lssncompass a section on biodiversity.

. Several more general measures are implementetifferent frameworks to reduce pressure on
ecosystems:

- the law on nature conservation

- one of the objectives of the Water Cod&ofle de I'Eal) is to prevent supplementary degradation as
as to preserve and enhance the state of the aggagstems as well as the wetlands dependingeom t
- the Circulaire Biodiversité en Forét

- the new Forestry Code

- agri-environmental measures

- the agricultural conditionality

- the environmental and urban permits as well aggrmis unique’

- protected zones within theCode wallon de 'Aménagement du Territoire, de Bamisme et ¢
Patrimoine€: no changes allowed without an urban permit
. In the Wdloon Region, the species and habitats most sensiblclimate change have not (yet) |
identified.

—

Brussel-Capital Region
Large efforts to reduce GES and pollutants thaseacidification are made in the framework of aialdy
and air plans. In 2002, the Brussels-Capital Regesadopted the 20@»10 plan to improve structurg
the air quality and to combat climate change (Aim@te Plan of the Brusseapital Region). This plg
groupes the strategy, the priorities and the asttorbe inplemented by the region to fulfil the Europ
and international obligations concerning air qyaliloreover, the region has recently adopted thes&al
Code for Air, Climate and Energy (Code Bruxellois Air, du Climat et de la maitrise de I'Energie
COBRACE), which integrates all the necessary megsooncerning air quality, climate and manage
of the energy consumption. Throught the COBRACE, Bhusselszapital Region engages itself to reg
the emissions of atmospheric pollutants such asptBeursors of tropospheric ozone, acidifying
eutrophying substances, greenhouse gases, persigianic pollutants, etc.

Federal level
. The Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciencesalops through thlanagement Unit of the North
Mathematical Models and the Scheldt estudrfp(//www2.mumm.ac.be/coherens/applications.phg
mathematical model to better understand fragilesgstems such as coastal areas and mangrowksid
and Latin America in order to be better able atedtgping integrated management plans taking intoaa
the protection of sensitive areas.

. A federal plan to adapt to climate change wilfibalised in 2014.

- Concerns in relation to climate change are redkbat the updated National Biodiversity Strategy,
strategic objective 2.

Strategic Goal C: To improve the status of biodisity by safeguarding ecosystems, species and ge
diversity

Target 11

By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial ahahid water, and 10 per cent of coastal and mariegsa
especially areas of particular importance for biedsity and ecosystem services, are conservedghrod
effectively and equitably managed, ecologicallyresgntative and well connected systems of protected
areas and other effective area-based conservagasures, and integrated into the wider landscapes a
seascapes.
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Following data from 2013 detailed in the followingble, 1.3% of the Belgian terrestrial and mg
territory is potected by nature, forest and marine reservess phicentage increases to 15.9% \
Natura 2000 zones and alike are taken into corwigder

territory (ha) nature and forest reserves Nat0@02"
surface (ha)| % of the territory surface (ha)  %hefterritory
Brussels 16 200 240 1.5% 2 375 14.7%
Flanders 1 352 200 25 000 1.9% 193 568 14.3%
Wallonia 1 684 400 16 719 1% 220945 13.1%
North Sea 346 200 676 0.2% 124 929 34.16%
Total 3399 000 42 635 1.3% 541 517 15.9%

(1) nature and forest reserves are often partialisompletely situated within Natura 2000 areas.
(2) the Flemish Ecological Network is included @sdelonging to the Natura 2000 network as welbake Flemisk
Ecological Network are only counted once).

Flemish Region

To finalise the realisation of the Natura 2000 rwtwand provide for good management of the N
2000 sites:

. the conservation objectives and measures wesblessted in consultation with the concerned actors

. the Agency for Nature and Forests @mg®s its own green spaces with a focus on thesatialn of th
conservation objectives

. stop the decline of species of European condervabncern and stimulate their recovery to achig
favourable conservation status through the devedoprof speies protection plans and support to spg
protection measures.

Ensure sufficient funds for the Natura 2000 network

. to achieve the biodiversity ambitions of the Hmauthorities, the Agency for Nature and Fo
focusses on the collaboration wipartners and the integration into the policy ofentlentities (proje
examples: Bosland, Nationaal Park Hoge Kempen, Z8igma plan, ...)
http://www.natuurenbos.be/nl-BE/Over-ons/Projecten/

. stimulation of the use of EU-cofinancing: LIFRITIERREG, Rural Development fund, ...

. the Flemish Region aims to realise high qualiéyure among others by expanding the surface
effectively managed for nature purposes with 3 ®@@tareseach year (mapping and enhancing
connectivity of green spaces, nature-oriented mamagt of verges) the surface with formely approy
management plans that focus on concrete consamnvalij@ctives and include monitoring of managel
effectivenesgeached about 70.000 ha. Other areas in desighiteata 2000, VEN of green destinati
on spatial plans are covered with general meagargsotection of environment and nature.

. the Agency for Nature and Forests tries to aligipolicy in relatim to green spaces and elements i
city with the societal needs (GidS project: Groemlé Stad) andupports and realises urban and subl
green projects
. to enhance connectivity in the ecological netwsyktems installation of ecoducts and fish passag
well as agri-environment measures are encouragedubsidised

. implementation of Natura 2000 through developmeinfNature Objective Plans, priority setting
acquisition of land, protocols for cooperation (evgth ministry of Defence, Port Authorities), af
environment contracts, financial support of natg®velopment and management projects of
authorities and Regional Landscape Organisations

. together with the Netherlands: transboundary aggochl planning processes: Grensoverigiéng
Ecologisch Basisplan (GEB), Zwinproject, Scheldéuay, grensparken (bv. De Zoom Kamtho
Heide), Grensmaas, Drielandenpark (with Germany)
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. together with France: conservation measuresHercoastal zone between Duinkerkeymbardsijde
transboundary integral coast reserve De Westhoek

. coastal zone programme for the conservation ofi sdunes, sandy beaches and salt marshe
acquisition of land, restoration projects, integdatnanagement actions.

(see also chapter I, areas under conservation geament, Natura 2000)

Walloon Region

Core areas with official protection status, or efifeely and equitably managed, ecologically repnésitve
and well connected systems of protected aread\dbere department of the Walloon Region couis t
strictly protect natural sites through the follogistatus: government nature reserve (Réserves élat]
domaniales (RND)), chartered nature reserve (RéselNaturelles agréees (RNA)), forest res
(Réserves Forestiéres (RF)), wetlands ofdgjizal interest (Zones Humides d’Interét Biologgg{ZHIB))
and underground cavity of scientific interest (@ésiSouterraines d’Interét Scientifique (CSISH)piide
to protect important sites for species and habifete Walloon network of proteateareas grows slow
but still has a rather limited scale. At the end26flL1, nearly 11,500 ha of natural sites had ang
juridical protection status, which corresponds %806 of the Walloon territory. Additional effortseathu
necessary to achieve the recommended minimal gurfac

The designation of the Natura 2000 sites for tlégation of priority species and habitats as méegrihe
Birds and Habitats Directives covers 220 945 ha&#) sites in the Walloon Region which correspand
approximately 13.11% of the territory. The network is lthea the hydrological network so there is a g
connectivity between the different sitéstp:/natura2000.wallonie.be/They form 3/4 of the main
ecological structure, also known as the Wallooriagoal network. The Walloon Natura 2000 network
consists for 70% of forests, equalling 28% of thalldbn forest surface. Meadows, fallows and orchat
form 16% of the network, while fields account f@62together equalling about 5% of the agricultural
surface. In the Walloon Region, 44 habitats of camity interest (of which 10 priority habitats), 1bitd
species of community interest and 31 other spefieemmunity interest are present. Eight sitesiveck
through a designation decree of the Walloon goverina protection regime based on a specific
management for the natural habitat types and teeiepthey contain. The other 232 sites all have a
primary protection regime.

Furthermore, the Forestry Code imposes that 3% ebtoadeaved forests with a surface of more
100 ha are to be delimited as integral reserves.

Other effective area-based conservation measures:

- Pro Sylva: 0.89% of the territory outside Nat2€90

- 1.25% of the Walloon territory is covered by agmvironmental measures favourable to biodive
outside Natura 2000

- delayed mowing: 0.19% of the territory outsideida 2000

In the Walloon Region, 15.44% of the territory teiher an official protection status or isncerned
other effective area-based conservation measures.

In addition, he general concept of the ecological network haslieansposed in the ‘Main Ecolog
Structure’ (Structure écologique principale or SBRJ has been mapped. This structurgaias two type
of areas which together cover 18% of the territory:
- core areas: mainly dedicated to nature conseivati
- ecological development areas: areas where humaiitiastare less intensive in order to obtain aahal
between nature conservation and economic incomes.

. The law on the conservation of nature foreseexthation of s@alled stimulating areas around Na|
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2000 sites to enhance the ecological coherendeedfiaitura 2000 network and to allow the managei
the intermediatelinear or punctual environments (river banks,oaehl hedges, valleys, small fo
patches, ...).

. The'Code Wallon de 'Aménagement du Territoire, dedddhisme, du Patrimoine et de I'Energie'
foresees the possibility to impose ecological tinssto guarantee that animal and vegetal speaies ca
migrate from one biotope to another. Actions arni/déies under permit can be forbidden or made
subordinate to particular protection conditions.

. One of the objectives of the Walloon natural gaskto assure the protection, management and
\valorisation of the natural and landscape patrimony

. 51.8% of the surface of the Walloon forest is EEertified. This means that 17.1% of the Walloon
territory is developed sustainably, even thoughpifirmary objective is not the conservation of
biodiversity.

. The Water Code foresees the establishment afistng of protected zonemter alia the zones for the
protection of economically important aquatic sps@ad the zones for the protection of species and
habitats (a.o. the relevant Natura 2000 sites)s Téwistry is a list of protected zones in relatomvater,
but does not foresee to delimit new zones.

Brussel-Capital Region

The wealth of Brussels’ natural heritage derivestfits diversity of geomorphological and urban
structures (valleys, wetlands, old trees, old bugd). However, urbanisation is highly disruptieeplant
and animal communities.

The most drastic declines in species and natulatdia were recorded during the nineteenth ang earl
twentieth centuries, or during the pegir period, at a time of major industrial and ecoitodevelopmen
and growing urbanisation. The majority of the si&hkigh biological value today enjoy protectedista
The adoption of the new ordinance on nature coasiervensures that almost 14% of the Region’s
territory is protected.

All the Region’s protected areas (natural and toreserves, Natura 2000 zones) need to benefit from
management measures relating to conservation gppteved by the Government. For the next few years,
priority attention needs to be given to adopting diecrees that designate and define the consanguals
for the reserves and Natura 2000 sites and tasingland implementing management plans.
For the sites under the Region’s responsibilitg,ithplementation of these management plans shatld n
cause any problems, as certain measures haveyalvead applied there for many years: the diveesific|
of the landscape structure, controlling the enriehtrof environments, controlling recolonisatioropen
environments by shrubs, maintaining the accesardight to watercourses and waterbodies, ensuhiay
embankments have a gentle gradient, using altegsatd pesticides, protecting woodland soils and
retaining dead wood, prioritising native plantsnaging invasive exotic species, etc. The applicadio
good management practices needs neverthelessntehsified, in particular at the sites recentlguaiced
by Brussels Environment, on municipal land andasgé private estates.

—

Statut ha| % territoire

RN seul 30 0,2%
N2K seul ou en combinaison autres statuts 2321 14,4%
Sites protégés nature (protection active) 2351 14,6%
Sites protégés nature effectivement gérés 2180 13,5%
Sites protégés et gérés patrimoine 590 3,7%
Sites non protégés gérés nature 28 0,2%
Sites gérés nature 2208 13,7%
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Habitats N2K/BIR dégradés 1938 12,0%
Habitats N2K/BIR a restaurer 291 1,8%

The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foreiae$ollowing measures:

- to ensure an adequate protection and manageritra sites with a high biological value and towmes
the implementation of the ecological network

- to optimise the articulation between the différgystems for the protection of green spaces

- the different plicy levels competent for the ecological manageneémpublic green spaces should adg
common language

- to develop and implement plans for the multifumtél management of green spaces

- to develop and implement an ecological managempiantfor the railway verges

- to develop and implement an ecological manageiplentfor green spaces related to roadways

North See
. The ‘MMM’ (Marien Milieu Marin) actof 20 January 1999 on the protection of the magimaronmer
in sea areas under Belgian jurisdictiestablishes the legal basis for the protectiorhefBelgian part
the North Sea against sea-related pollution anthiconservation, restoration and developmenatfre
. The Royal Decree of 14 October 2005 establisfies marine protectedreas (Trapegeer Stroombg
\Vlakte van de Raan, SBZ1, SBZ2 and SBZ8)part of the Natura 2000 network. In 2008, tHakie va
de Raan designation is nullified by the Court dftibe. The Royal Decree of 5 March 2007 establis|
0.6 knf marine resrve (Baai van Heist); the Royal Decree of 5 Noven#tD12 increases the Natura 2
to approx. 1000 kfunder the new site name “Vlaamse Banken”). In 20@®agement plans have b
approved for the then designated protected area2013 zoning restriion are being proposed in the
Vlaamse Banken; this is part of the proposed MaBipatial Plan.

= This target is reflected in the updated NationaldB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 3.

Target 12
By 2020 the extinction of known threatened spehb&sbeen prevented and their conservation status,
particularly of those most in decline, has beenrowpd and sustained.

Flemish Region

See also chapter I, e.g. common bird index.
The species protection plans that are being imphedeconcerwarious bat species under the LIFE prq
BatAction (also including awareness raising, regton of habitats in forts), hamster {reroductior
programme with 60 specimens and monitoring of thgufation, cooperation with farmers), some indig
butterfly and plant species of heath habitats, tnigh Species protection plans for fish spetiage bee
evaluated and reviewed, and for the eel pilot ptejare running and a monitoring scheme has
developed. For endemic tree and scrub specigsgtian plans are being implemented and moniton
the framework of the European Forest Genetic RessuProgramme EUGORGEN. For the black po
the restoration programme is carried along the &haas in cooperation with the Netherlands andd&ran
For the development of new species conservationspspecies have been prioritized based on critd
red list level, importance on European level, stand trends in Flanders. The aim is to initiate plar
development for 5 species every year.
Devdopment and implementation of species action pleostracts with land owners for species proteg
measures (meadow birds, hamster, farmland bindsi¢ial support for birds rehabilitation centres,
research for re-introduction projects (e.g. fisaces).

For status and trends on main species grdups//www.biodiversityindicators.be

(see also target 2.1 and chapter |, conservatainssof species of European interest)
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Walloon Region

31% of the studieédnimal and plant species are threatened to disafpma the Walloon Region a
nearly 9% have already disappeared. The consemnvataius of a species results from a combinati
factors such as the fragmentation, alteration aesdpgearance of habitats, pollution or the preseo
invasive alien specie¥he 2010 objective to stop the decline of biodiigragreed at the European le
has been integrated in the regional policy dedtama2009-2014 and has not been reached yetci@tin
field actions are executed in partnership withed#ht actors (quarries, ports, Infrabel, ...) vdthaim t
integrate the protection of biodiversity in all igity sectors. Moreover, given the difficulty toalese
Nature Plan, the Walloon Rion elaborated a project @n evolutionary catalogue of actions ain
among others to raise the welcoming potential fddlife of the whole territory and tspecifically
preserve rare and threatened habitats.

Concerning the birds, the most obviouslihecis noted for bird species of agricultural enwiments whe
few nesting sites and alimentary resources remaaitadle all year longnot even mentioning the poss
influence of other practices). However, the indéspecies linked to agriculturaones is stabilising sin
2005, though at a 30% lower level than the averagebers of 1990. This does not seem to be thet ref
agri-environmental measures but merely the populatisea of some, more general, species when
more specialisedpecies decline. The numbers of forest bird spéitiesiate around the numbers of 14
The generalist species seem to have regained énagevpopulations sizwproaching their basic numby
Following the Walloon red list, nearly one third thie neing birds are threatened to disappear. An
these, 28% are linked to open environmefitss situation is partly due to the very reswéttsurface
heathlands, bogs and grasslands in the WallooroRegi

. Chapter Il of the law on the conservation of maforotects a list of animal and plant species.
. The law on the conservation of nature allows #isd municipalities take more stringent measuoesh
protection of animal and plant species. This cdwdda good way to protect particular sitestsas th
migration routes of amphibians. Unfortunately, noypelities rarely use this possibility.

. Several action plans for species are runningttier European hamste€iicetus cricetus the lesse
horseshoe baRhinolohus hipposiderdsnd the yellow-bellied toadpmbina variegata

. Action plans for other species are under devetynfor the sand lizard_écerta agilig, the commo
European adderVpera beru¥, the natterjack toadB(fo calamitd, the marsh fritillary Euphydrya
aurinia) and the European ottdrutra lutra).
. More localised actions are implemented for tlestitvater pearl musséiérgaritifera margaritiferg ang
the whinchat $axicola rubetra

. Other projects aim to improve the status of tteread populations of fish species.

. Several LIFE-project and restoration projects fak@urable to populations of threatened spetia®g
butterfly species are also target&diphydryas auriniagLycaena helleandLycaena dispar.

. The operationcombles et clochers’

. Study and dentific monitoring in order to restore population$ the Atlantic salmon; inventory
obstacles for fish circulation in the hydrographioetwork, etc.

Brussel-Capital Region

. Despite the strict protection of numerous spe@idinance nature, art. &2) and the many actig
already taken by the Brussd&lspital Region (nesting boxes, restoration andeguvasion of roosts

buildings, preservation of old trees, creation xtra& breeding area, etc), numerous species atanst
precarious sitation, mainly due to the increasing scarcity dirtthabitats and the deterioration of
quality of their environment (see chapter I). Thastrwulnerable species need to be managed on pieg
and coordinated basis across the entire territbtheRegion, if not further afield. It would be usefg
formalise the studies that have already been cdedu the form of action plans and to ¢
implementing them on the ground.

. The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foredbe following measurd¢o develop and impleme
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action plans for the restoration and developmenspEcies population with a regional of commy
interest.

Federal level

As part of the Marine Strategy Framework Directiaa,environmental objective has been defined fe
harbour porpoise in the Belgian part of the Norda. S his objective aims to reduce by 2020 the an
bycatch levels of this species to levels below 1.@f4ts population size (which is also the OSH
Ecological Quality Objective EcoQO).

- This target is reflected in the updated NationalkdB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 3.

Target 13

By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plaatsl farmed and domesticated animals and of wild
relatives, including other socio-economically adlae culturally valuable species, is maintainedj a
strategies have been developed and implementedifemizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their
genetic diversity.

For plant genetic resources, a ‘National Commitb@ePlant Genetic Resources’ has beepated i
January 2011The Committee is a working group that coordinatesha national level all actions g
initiatives related to Plant Genetic Resources anliivated plant biodiversitypolicy coordinatior
management of the Belgian National Intary of Plant Genetic Resources collections, pegjmn o
participation in international meetings and workigigpups regards PGRd hocitems, ...) andworks
under the supervision of the ‘Permanent Working uprénter-Ministerial Conference on Agriculal
Palicy’, the official forum where items on agriculture ateusturally discussed and decided betwee
relevant regional (Flemish, Walloon and Brusselpit@aregion)and federal authorities, working in
agricultural domain.

In June 2012, Belgim officially notified its public collections to jai the Multilateral System of t
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources fdfood and Agriculture (s
http://www.planttreaty.org/inclusiohs and signed the Memorandum of Understanding for
Establishment of a European Genebank Integrated tel®ys (AEGIS, S€
http://aeqis.cgiar.org/about_aegis.html

In 2005, Belgium prepared its first national repmrtFAO on animal genetic resourcekes ressourc
géneétiques des animaux d'élevage en Belgigapport national & la FAO. Contribution de la Belgt a
Premier Rapport sur I'Etat des Ressources Zooggmeétidans le Monde’.
http://agriculture.wallonie.be/apps/spip_wolwin/INgdf/RapportNationalFAO.pdf

Flemish Region

. Agri-environmental measures were adopted withenEuropean Rural Development Program 2@02-3
to stimulate then farmconservation of 9 local sheepbreeds and 3 locébateds and fruit tree variet
(see also Flemish contribution on target 3).

. Several organisations (non-profit associatioreleive a structural subsidy fwomote and presel
genetic resources (Steunpunt Levend Erfgoed vzwiohlle Boomgaardenstichting vzw).

. Herdbooks of farm animals are supported, speatfiention is payed to activities aimed at coninglithe
degree of inbreeding within the population.

. The population structure of local breeds of fammals is systematically monitored.

. Demonstration project for stimulating farmers amfdrming them about farm saved vegetable seeds
. A collection of Rhododendron varieties is mainéal in vivo and partly by cryopreservation at IL
(Institute for Agricultural and Fisheries Reseaittp://www.ilvo.vlaanderen.he
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Walloon Region

. An agri-environmental measure aims to prote@atened local livestock species.

. A collection of ancient fruit tree varieties imnmaged by the Walloon Agricultural Research Centre.
. Other actions undertaken to preserve or devetmetic resources: the cultivation of spelt and el
variety, the conservation drvalorisation of the genetic patrimony of the naixgpe of the Belgian BIL(
and of thepoule ardennaise

. The mission of th&Comptoir Foresti€ris to collect seeds among all the major and s#egniree speci
and to commercialize these seeds thglown annual catalogue. Priority is given to spe@é gres
economical value for the Walloon Region and to imbdahigh genetic diversity.

Brussel-Capital Region
In application of the ordinance of the 1st Marcli20elated to the conservation of una, the intentig
introduction in nature of nomdigenous strains of indigenous animal and pla#ces is subject
permission (art. 75, 82).

w This target is reflected in the updated NationalkdB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 4.

Strategic Goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from biodivésand ecosystem services

Target 14

By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential senviltelsiding services related to water, and contghlio
health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored safeguarded, taking into account the needs ofemon
indigenous and local communities, and the poonaihakerable.

Flemish Region

See chapter |, ecosystem services and water qoaliyers.

Restoration of natural flood plains and river bosdie the ewiary of the Schelde and the 1Jzer, and
main river systems, restoration and nature devedopnof nature and forest zones on military a
sustainable management of nature and forest areas.

Studies on mapping and valorisation of ecosystemicEsongoing. Based on this study, indicators ma
developed.

Walloon Region

. In addition to the measures listed in relatiorAtchi Target 10 and the conservation measuresdiff
relation to Aichi Target 11, following actions aptins can be mentioned:

- one of the objectives of thBlan Pluié is to arrange the beds of rivers and alluvialngddo take int
account the meteorological and hydrological featuvhile respecting and promoting the natural héit:
- the river action programs try tolfow an integrated approach by planning the diffiérinterventions (f
Natura 2000, the Inundation Decree, etc.) in tleetsdnd the longer tel

- the Walloon strategy to adapt to climate change

- one of the objectives of the Forestry Code iscmbatclimate change and preserve biodiversity (se€
under Target 7); this tool takes the economic, remvnental and social functions of forests
consideration while allowing a sustainable managgme

- the restoration of degraded ecosystems occurslynaiithin LIFE-projects and habitat restorat
projects within protected areas; an example ard.tRE-projects in relation to the peaty plateaus hav
positive impact on the water quality, water cirated water reservoirs

. The Water Code and some resulting plans and gnagyr

- the ‘Plansd’Assainissement par Sous-bassin HydrographiqdeBhe the decontamination and clea
regime for the relevant areas

- the programme for the sustainable managemeritrofen is the application of the Nitrater&ctive (par
of the Water Framework Directive)
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- one of the objectives of the Regional Developmestieine is the valuation of the patrimony anct

protection of resources: protection and developroétite natural patrimony for a sustainable develep)
of the Walloon Region, integration of the landscdpeension in the management practices, susta
protection and management of the resources

Biological quality of water courses: in 2010, 55%tloe controlled surveillance sites showed a gay
\very good biological water quality. The number of siwath a good to very good water quality increg
the last ten years mainly thanks to a decreaseffase pollution, an increase of the purificatiohuse
water and the ecological restoration of certainewaburses. Despite the slowness of ecosysteaveey,

progressive improvement is expected for the entieger network following the implementation
additional measures foreseen in the projects ofifldeographical districts management plans.

Brussel-Capital Region

. The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foreslee following measures:

- to ensure an adequate protection and manageritr sites with a high biological value and towes
the implementation of the ecological network

- to develop an integrated vision for the preservatiod restoration of (ancient) agricultural zoned
sites

- to implement the management plans within thequted sites

- the different policy levels competent for the legical management of public gne spaces should adoj
common language

- to develop and implement plans for the multifumtél management of green spaces

. The Blue Network Programme: this programme abrisaive an integrated, durable and ecologically
justified management of open \erways in Brussels. The "blue network" is made ugnaall rivers, pond
and marshes. It is dedicated to the enhancemenattofal values and biodiversity while maintainihg t
access of the public to the areas concerned. AfBtamater management adeptby the BCR in 2012 is
line with this programme (See chapter Il, item dndwater management).

w This target is reflected in the updated NationaldB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 3.

Target 15

By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribusfdmiodiversity to carbon stocks has been enhance
through conservation and restoration, includingoragion of at least 15 per cent of degraded et¢eBys
thereby contributing to climate change mitigation @daptation and to combating desertification.

)l

Nationa strategy to adapt to climate change:
http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/viewaceitemt&aneid=400

Flemish Region

To realise the conservation objectividdNatura 2000 sites and of species of Europeandst wide spre
restoration and rdevelopment projects have been carried out mahmyugh LIFE projects, and will

further initiated through the implementation plan Natura 2000 and the Prioritised Action Framewor
Agri)environment measures support to restore tmmectivity between sites, to enhance habitat quef
species dependent on agricultural landscapes, eeept erosion problems. Specific measures for
banks also contribute toonnectivity aspects and to improving water quality general. Throug
afforestation projects and restorarion of peatlaadd wetlands contribution to fixation of carbo
enhanced.

Walloon Region

. The resilience of ecosystems to climate changapsoved by the protection and restoration measure

N
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listed in relation to Aichi Targets 10, 11 and The contribution of ecosystems to the capture di@ais
also improved through these measures. The restnratidegraded ecosystems mainly occurs through
LIFE-projects and habitat restoration projects imitrotected areas. Agri-environmental measureg pli
also an important role in this context.

. Walloon working group on restoration gatheringresentatives from the administration, stakeholder
landowners, ...

Brussel-Capital Region

. The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foresee following measures:

- to ensure an adequate protection and manageritra sites with a high biological value and towmes
the implementation of the ecological network

- to develop an integrated vision for the preservatiod restoration of (ancient) agricultural zoned
sites

- to strengthen the presence of nature in pubbcap and spaces associated with transport infcasteu
- to strengthen the presence of nature on and drouifdings

- to implement the management plans within theqated sites

- the different policy levels competent for the egital management of public green spaces shouldt&
common language

- to develop and implement plans for the multifimrtél management of green spaces

- to develop and implement an ecological managepiantfor the railway verges

- to develop and implement an ecological managempilantfor green spaces related to roadways

Federal level

. The Belgian science policy office finances thejgct COBIMFO aiming at: (i) providing haselin
reference data on the li&lance and biodiversity in pristine and intervenetse tropical forests of
Congo Basin and (ii) increasing understanding aresationkip between both variables as a functio
forest management and degradatiatp://www.belspo.be/belspo/fedra/proj.asp?l=en&GED/AR/01A

. In 2012, the increase of the ecstgyns resilience is one of the underpinning elemait the
implementation of the Marine Strategy Directive I@B&che Staat 20120mschrijving van Goeq
Milieutoestand en vaststelling van Milieudoelen wate Belgische mariene wateren. Kaderrich
Mariene Strategie Art 9 & 10. BMM, Federale Overheidsdienst Volksgedbeid, Veiligheid van (
Voedselketen en Leefmilieu, Brussel, Belgi&, 39.pp.

. A federal plan to adapt to climate change wilfibalised in 2014.

w This target is reflected in the updated NationalkdB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 3.

Target 16
By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to GeneatgpRrces and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of
Benefits Arising from their Utilization is in forcand operational, consistent with national legistat

In order to prepare the ratification and implemeataof the Nagoya Protocol (NP) in Belgium, an aop
study was issued by the four competent authorilies gudy is publicly available and can be found or
Belgian CBD CHM:http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/cross-cuttirggsiies/abs/20130321-final-repq
np-abs-be.pdfPreliminary results of that study were also pnése by Belgium during ICNP2.

Based on the results of the study, a phased agpwas adopted by the relevant Belgian regional and
federal authorities for the national implementatiéthe Nagoya Protocol. Its purpose is to mainta@
necessary flexibility in order to allow integratiohfuture developments that will result from onugpi
European and global discussions, while still allggva timely ratification to allow Belgium to paipate
as a Party to the Nagoya Protocol at COP/MOP1. Adhtnative and political preparation of the
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ratification files is currently being executed sitaneously.

The phased approach follows a three step process:
Step 1: political agreement to support timely reaifion.
Step 2: legal measures implementing the politigat@ment, based on currently available guidance.

After expressing their clear political commitmeatimplement the core obligations of the Nagoya
Protocol, within the limits of the decisions alrgadken at the international and European levéiatime
of the agreement, the competent authorities wiltped with developing legal measures to achieve th
following:

. Establishment of PIC and benefit-sharing as géegal principles.

. Designation of four Competent National Authost{€NAs) as well as one centralized input system f{
the four CNAs.

. Enforce that Genetic Resources (GR) utilized wiBelgian jurisdiction have been accessed by Pk
MAT, as required by provider country legislationdao address situations of non-compliance.

. Making the PIC documents available in the ABSatiteg-House (ABS C-H) as checkpoint.

. Designation of the Belgian CBD CHM, managed kg Royal Belgian Institute for Natural Sciences
(RBINS), as the Belgian contribution to the ABS C-H

Step 3: further implementation upon availabilityngfv elements.

Once further decisions are taken at European agtiibal level regarding the implementation of diéfet
provisions of the Nagoya Protocol, these will badyally integrated into the national policies.

Work under step 1 and 2 is ongoing and progresssnigst as possible, aiming for the June 2014
ratification deadline. It must however be kept imdhthat for ratification by Belgium, due to thetent of
competences covered to implement the Nagoya Profmadably 9 parliaments will need to give their
consent.

-+ This target is reflected in the updated NationadBersity Strategy, strategic objective 6.

Strategic Goal E: Enhance implementation through pipatory planning, knowledge man&ment
and capacity building

Target 17

By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted asey podtrument, and has commenced implementing
effective, participatory and updated national biedsity strategy and action plan.

See text in chapter Il of this report.

Target 18

By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations anactices of indigenous and local communities
relevant for the conservation and sustainable tibediversity, and their customary use of bioladic
resources, are respected, subject to nationaldéigis and relevant international obligations, éulty
integrated and reflected in the implementatiorhef Convention with the full and effective partidipa of
indigenous and local communities, at all relevamels.

This target is reflected in the National Biodiveysbtrategy through operational objective 6Bly: 2020
create operational mechanisms to protect the krageleinnovations and practices of indigenous aod
communities embodying traditional lifestyles exehnt to the conservation and sustainable us
biodiversity.

Belgium participates in relevant international dissions and hasubscribed to several proces

concerning traditional knowledge. Traditional knedde, innovations and practices shoulddmgnise
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in access and beneBharing arrangements. The participation of repteseas of indigenous and lo
communities in appropriate forums should be sumgpbrEurthermore, the preservation and sharir
traditional knowledge will be integratethto those Belgian development cooperation or gifie)
cooperation projects that target indigenous andllocemmunities as primary stakeholders.

Flemish Region
The Flemish Fund for Tropical Forests is partidylamphasising this aspect.

Walloon Region
Example of a measure applied in the Walloon Regivomote the use of the Ardennais horse for sg
actions within vulnerable environments.

Federal level

. The action plan ‘Integration of biodiversity inet four federal key sectors’ (adoptedid09, see chap
II) addressestraditional knowledge. Actions foreseen in thisi@tt plan with regard to traditior
knowledge are the following:

- collect ethno-botanic data for central Congo,

- cultivate useful plants in the botanical gardéKisantu,

- valorisation of useful mushrooms in Eastern Congo

- valorisation of the ‘Prélude’ database of meditplants.

. Belgian Development Cooperation projects that #&gmsupport indigenous communities in paf
developing countries.

. Potential actionsforeseen in the Global Programme for Biological ddsity and Developmeg
Cooperation at the Royal Belgian Institute of Natuciences for example include the valorisatig
orally transmitted knowledge and the identificatiamapping and vulgarisatiasf the most common log
plants, their vernacular names and habitats in DRgG through the publication of a vulgarizationi¢ex
in order to provide a resource to local rangersaihdr users for habitat monitoring and protection.

. Within the existig legal framework, conceiving the ‘bundle of rights an innovative mechanism
allotment of tangible and intangible rights on bmgital resources and related data (see MOSAIC®@
and ‘bundle of rights’ concept).

. Agreements with users of the marine protectedsanave been made in 2005 when the marine protg
areas were established.

~ This target is reflected in the updated NationaldB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 6.

cted

Target 19

By 2020, knowledge, the science base and techresaglating to biodiversity, its values, functiogin
status and trends, and the consequences of itsalesgnproved, widely shared and transferred, and
applied.

The Belgian Clearing House Mechanism (CHM) partnigrgvith African countries provides for the
building of capacities and for the transfer of tealogies for the development of CHM websites, in
collaboration with the European Community CHM (EGNL) and other European countries. The webs
are developed using the web content managememeinsyS8C CHM Portal Toolkit'.

Technical and scientific cooperation: Belgium igdlved in many capacity building programmes bo
European and international levels, some have ajrbagn mentioned in thé3National Report. As tk
situation is not fundamentally different nowadagylease refer to:
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reports/maports/nat_report_3/arts
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportd/maports/nat_report_3/art16

Sites

http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportd/maports/nat_report 3/artl8
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Belgian capacity building programme within the Feawork Agreement with Belgian Developm
Cooperation (Royal Museum for Central Africa). Tigb this programme, the Department of Afr
Biology is providing travel grants to African researcherseéveral fields. The ABIC (African Biodiverg
Information Centre) has provided individual tragim diverse taxonomic groups access to the natu
history collections of the RMCA to more than 1African counterparts since 2005. The RMCA

organizes group training in biodiversity data mamagnt, ichthyology, fruit fly pest and wood biology
a regular basis. Several No®outh collaborations between the RMCA and Africastitutions condu
research, including aspects on knowledge tranefetiodiversity related issues in weste@entral an
Eastern Africa.

*

Belgium is involved in numerous initiatives at ragal level, whether at European (as a member
European Union) or pan-Eurean level. It is also involved in transboundaryjg@ets and in projects with
the Benelux framework. It would be too long to lisem here. Some examples are already highligim
chapter II.

A few non-exhaustive examples:

. Forests participation in the MCPFE process at Pan-Eurnpeeel
. Protected areasparticipation in the Natura 2000 network (inclglithe setting up of transbound
projects thanks to financing through the LIFE+ fungdinitiative)

. Ex-situ conservatianEuropean and internahal projects through universities and scientifistitutions
e.g. KULeuven and the INIBAP project on bananaairsty ENSCONET or th&uropeannative see
conservation network through the National Botaniardeén of Belgium Http://www.ensconet.gi
Universiteit Gent and the Belgian @urdinated Collections of Microorganisms (BCCM), amber of th
World Federation of Culture Colletions

. Invasive alien specieshe Belgian Forum on Invasive Species (moderatethe Belgian Biodiversi
Platform) is participating in the Daisie projectglivering Alien Invasive Species Inventories forr&jog
(http://www.europe-aliens.org/and is actively contributing to the developmenfitlAS informatior
systems for national and international use.

. Monitoring, indicators and assessmenisontribution to the European Environment Inforimatang
Observation Network (Eionet) that collects datdlenstatus and trends of biodiversity in Europe

. Taxonomy(including access to natural history collectior&Belgian scientific institutions participate
the EDIT and SYNTHESYS projects financed by thedpean Union. Belgium was founding membe
the Global Biodiversity Information Fac#it(GBIF) and its federal and federated scientifistitutions ar
involved in several relevant international projects

. Clearing-House Mechanisrthe Belgian CHM is an active member of the EC Chidwork

. Biodiversity researchBelgian universities and scientific institutioase involved in many European-
funded research projects on biodiversity in terr@stireshwater and marine ecosystems. See thelI§
databasehttp://cordis.europa.@as well as in manyrpjects funded by the Belgian science policy o
(see biodivERSA databas®&elgium is a founding member of the IntergovernraéRfnel on Biodiversi
and Ecosystem Services, and has organized nastal@holders in this process through Communitfes o
Practice on Ecosystem Services (BEES netwbtip://www.BEEScommunity.eand Biodiversity an
Public Health

. Science policy and research (policfhe Belgian science policy office is a membethaf BiodivERSA
project (20092014). BiodivERSA is a European network involving tajor research funding agen
(belonging to 15 European countries) with significeesearch funding in the field of terrestriagshwate
and marine biodiversity. Most members aepresented on other fora which discuss and recorl
requirements for European biodiversigsearch: including the CBD (SBSTTA), Diversitdse Europes
Platform for BiodiversityResearch Strategy (EPBRS) and the European Sciéosedation (ESH
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Recanmendations from these fora are often made withdiatmal mechanism to ensure connection
the strategies, priorities and budgets of natiomakarch funding agencies. BiodivERsA contributi
setting up such a mechanism, to achieve an effitcians-national research operation in the field

biodiversity research funding. With the aim of admiting to the implementation of the EU Biodivey
Strategy, BiodivERSA allows the funding agenciesadlate existing activities, compare future st
and recommendations of consultative bodies, andemsgically explore opportunities for fut
collaboration. BiodivERSA also contributes to bett®herence and increased synergies betweg
national programmes of cooperation with develogiogntries in the field of biodiversityesearch fundin
Furthermore, the Belgian Biodiversity Platform papates in the EPBRS network (European Platforr,
Biodiversity Research and Strategy).

. At the federal level, the recurrent framework ggeonme for research, BRAINe (Belgian Resear
Action through Interdisciplinary Networks) has bemproved in 2012. It allows, through the fundir
research projects based on scientific excellenckEuropean and international anchorage, to me
needs for gentific knowledge of the federal departments andstipport the scientific potential of

Federal Scientific Institutes. One of the 6 thematieas of this framework programme is ‘Ecosyst
biodiversity, evolution’; the integration of biodixsity issues is also taken into account in some of ther
axes.

Flemish Region

The yearly implementation plan includes an overvidwesearch projects to gather new informatio
guiding policy planning or development or review raéasures for biodiversitgonservation. Resea
covers the following main thematic aspects: distatactarget to conservation objectives, spreaditiesy
habitat dependencies of species (groups), ecologiroand relations to flooding and droughts
pollution, impact of climge change, impact of various effect groups on h#biaind species of Europ
interest, effect of control measures on main in@sspecies, species and population modelling
population dynamics of game species and relatidrutding pressures, potion genetics, priorities f
defragmentation and impacts on migration and peioumalynamics. An extensive monitoring progran
has been developed to monitor habitats and spetiEsiropean interest and the effects of manage
measures in nature afarest reserves and government domains. To strearatid support coordination
monitoring of species by volunteer groups of NGOenitoring blue prints andnethodologies af
common data bank systems are being developed.

Reports of research studies can be consulted on:
http://informatiecentrum.inbo.be/imis.php?pageztstar
http://www.vmm.be/pub
http://www.inverde.be/kennis-en-publicaties

Walloon Region

During the period 2000-2010, the total budget datdid to theenvironmental quality monitoring netw
more than doubled, to reach 17 million euros in@@bout 90% of this sum was dedted to the contr
of the water and air quality.

. Research in relation to biodiversity is integdaite other framework programmes like the one oredtry
research as well as other research projects litkéifferent elements of the environment ésis, huntin
and fishing, biodiversity and nature, water, ...).

. Etat de I'environnement wallbnthe elaboration of an annual report on the staifithe Walloo
environment is an obligation by decree since 12927. The reports on the status of thelldém
environment lead to the annual publication of Trebleau de Bord de I'Environnemewhich gives, bass
on about sixty indicators, an evolving vision oe #mvironmental situation. Each 5 years rableau d
Bord de I'Environneme' is complemeted by a more complete and analytical report. Afrthis report i

to follow up the evolution of the environmentalusition, to analyse it in relation to the presswang
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executed actions, and to compare it with the figbgctives. Biodiversity is onef the elements analyg
by these reportsitp://etat.environnement.wallonie)be

. The permanent inventory of the forestry resources

. Observatory for forest health.

. Portal on biodiversity in th&/alloon Region: 700 species, 500 biotopes and 2566 of high biologic
value. For everhabitat and species, a description, the legislatioe ecology and the status are proy
for (http://biodiversite.wallonie.he

. See also the report in relation to article 1thefHabitats Directive.

Brussel-Capital Region

. The Regional Nature Plan (in development) foreslee following measures:

- to establish an observatory for the ecologicalvoek and the green spaces offer

- to refine a monitoring of the management prastice

- to launch studies on the value of nature in the its follow-up and its development

- to organise meetings with experts and commumnatioments on the results of studies on naturieein
city for potential users of those results

Federal level
The Belgian CHM has continued to support the exgbasf relevant information for this target throubg
national CHM website http://www.biodiv.b@. In collaboration with the European CHM a tooluisde
development to facilitate the reporting obligatioos the implementations of national and the
biodiversity strategies by Parties, as well ash® €BD and related Conventions. It willcies on usin
indicators for the Aichi Targets.

The Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences #@Belgian Development Cooperation have conti
to strengthen technical and scientific capacitiegtie implementation of the CBD in developing co@s.

The CHM partnership activity worked with 25 couesrito assist them with the development of
national CHM. Between 2009 and 2013, 305 peoplewained through 17 national workshapgartne
countries, 4 training workshops in Belgium andegional workshops. 15 people have received trg
through e-learning. Seven countries have started tlational CHM through these activiti€®ordan, Irag
Syria and Yémen through tri-angular/South-Southpeoation with Morocco, Bhutan through SAG
Roumania and Liberia through GEF funding).

The GTI capacity building programme has enabledi§is to Belgium to receive taxonomic trainingta
use the expertise and collections of the Royal iBeldnstitute of Natural Sciences. Furthermatés
taxonomists and para taxonomists participatedaiimittg workshops in developing countries. Teanual
in the ABCTaxa series have been produced in the reportingcgpdviore information on these mant
can be found on the ABC-Taxa websitép://www.abctaxa.he

Seen the importance of monitoring of changes irsgstems and habitats towards management deq
or external factors a special programme was stamt@@09 to monitor changes in habitats and to et
reseach towards monitoring. One of the activitiethe monitoring of vegetation changes in natiquaaks
in DR Congo, Burundi and soon Benin. Part of thisgpamme consists of training park rangers in ha
include/integrate habitat changes in thedrmal monitoring missions. Another activity is thenitoring
and modeling of sea currents in Delta's to preidiglications of human activities on among other
biodiversity. Through this programme more than g&6ple received training.

The Flemish Inter University Council-Cooperatiom fevelopment, VLIRJOS, is supporting institutior|
cooperation in 20 partner countries where envirarirnisean important issue, and specifically with &aoi

—

EP

and Vietnam with a strong component on research aphdy building in the field of biodiversi
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(http://www.Vvliruos.be/en/ongoing-projects/overvieivongoing-project3/ as well as several ICP ma
programmes at Flemish universities for studentsifdeveloping countries related to environmentaléss

-w This target is reflected in the updated NationadBersity Strategy, strategic objective 7.

Target 20

By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization of finaeesources for effectively implementing the Stgat
Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 from all sourcesdan accordance with the consolidated and agreed
process in the Strategy for Resource Mobilizatgbmuld increase substantially from the currentlieve
This target will be subject to changes contingenmesource needs assessments to be developed and
reported by Parties.

The Rio Marker system was not designed to provideirate information on expenditures. For this raaso
Belgium will not use this system for reporting ¢ biodiversity-related expenditures, and is rdiitgcon
possible alternative methodologies to the Rio Mexkesed on the OECD/DAC CRS. In this respect
Belgium recalls the CBD COP X/3 decision whichesan paragraph 12: "Invites the Development

Assistance Committee of the Organisation for Ecdnd@ooperation and Development (OECD/DAC) to
revisit the Rio Markers with a view to providing thedological guidance and coherence in support of
paragraph 7, indicator 1(a)". Belgium believes tratlternative methodology needs to be discudstte p
international level so that it can be adopted gipdied by all.

w This target is reflected in the updated NationadB/ersity Strategy, strategic objective 15.

2. Contributions to the 2015 Targets of the Millenfum Development Goals

Each year, the Belgian Development Cooperationighid a report on the actions undertaken by Belgium

for the realisation of the Millennium Developmeridls. The reports can be found on:
http://diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/politique/themeslifiques/vers_une_societe_mondiale et _solidaire/mdg
. For each of the eight objectives, a general stfatiee art is presented together with an ovenoétihe
Belgian efforts and some case studies highlighgjmerific projects.

For example, for Millennium Development Goal 7 -skre environmental sustainability, the following
supporting initiatives and measures were mentioned:

- support for the construction of a biodiversitymoring centre in Kisangani (DR Congo): the 'Cerde
Surveillance de la Biodiversité'

- stimulate the partnership between the univerditgisangani and the Flemish universities and cate
(DR Congo)

- support for the maintenance of the herbariunN&RA, the largest centre for agricultural studieghin
the country (DR Congo)

- support of the activities of the WWF in relatianits efforts in relation to protected areas

- support of the activities of the ngo PROTOS, mtmg among others clean water and better hygienic
conditions to the inhabitants of a number of (reshetllages in Ecuador.

A working group of the Interdepartmental Commissgustainable Development is preparing the Belgian
post-2015 agenda in relation to the Millennium Depenent Goals process. In parallel with the repofts
the Secretary-General (A life in dignity for altaelerating progress towards the MDGs and advancing
the UN development agenda beyond 2015) and the ltighl Panel, the following indicative list of
possible objectives was compiled by the workingugro
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1) eradicate poverty in all its forms; 2) combatlagion and inequality; 3) empowerment of women and
girls; 4) qualitative education (lifelong learning) health care; 6) climate change; 7) environaent
challenges (management of natural resources, feshdorests, freshwater resources, oceans, 8dil);
inclusive and sustainable growth as well as refglegbrk; 9) hunger and malnutrition; 10) demogriph
challenges; 11) migration; 12) urbanization; 13qeeand good governance; 14) global partnership.
Additional objectives such as sustainable produaddiod consumption, universal access to water and
sanitation and sustainable energy were also lifiestussion will go on based on this list to elaterand
finetune the Belgian input for the MDG process bel/8015.

The international agency Inter Press Service (I&8)ched a website in Belgium with news on the
worldwide implementation of the eight Millennium Bs#opment Goaldttp://www.deadline2015.be
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Appendix | - Concordance of the Aichi Targets withBiodiversity 2020, Update of Belgium's National Stitegy

Aichi Biodiversity Targets 2011 - 2020
5 Strategic Goals
20 Targets

Biodiversity 2020, Update of Belgium’'s National Stategy
15 Strategic Objectives
85 Operational Objectives

Possible means, milestones and CBD indicatofsr the
Aichi targets of the Strategic Plan 2011-2020 araa&inted
in document UNEP/CBD/COP/27/Add1

(19/12/2010) (p. 11-20)
http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-10/offi¢ap-
10-27-add1-en.pdf

Documents of the Strategy in EN/ FR/NL/DE
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/strataatpl

Milestones and strategic indicators yet to be depeld (SM1)

Vision

The vision of this Strategic Plan is a world ofvidg in
harmony with nature” where “By 2050, biodiversisy i
valued, conserved, restored and wisely used, niainga
ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet and
delivering benefits essential for all people.”

Vision to 2050

By 2050, our Biodiversity and the ecosystem sesvitprovides - our natural capital- are valued
conserved, appropriately restored and wisely useth&ir intrinsic value and for their essential
contribution to human well-being and economic pesip, and so that catastrophic changes
caused by the loss of biodiversity are avoided

Mission

The mission of the Strategic Plan is to “take dffecand
urgent action to halt the loss of biodiversity nder to
ensure thaby 2020ecosystems are resilient and continue
provide essential services, thereby securing taegpls
variety of life, and contributing to human well-bgi and
poverty eradication. To ensure this, pressures on
biodiversity are reduced, ecosystems are restbielbgical
resources are sustainably used and benefits ansingf
utilization of genetic resources are shared inraafad
equitable manner; adequate financial resources are
provided, capacities are enhanced, biodiversityeisand
values mainstreamed, appropriate policies aretefédg
implemented, andecision-making is based on sound
scienceand theprecautionary approach”

General objective of the Strategy until 2020

The general objective of the Strategy is to contamationally and internationally to the
achievement of the 2020 target of halting the tfdsiodiversity and the degradation of ecosyste
wervices, and restoring them in so far as feasiiiéde stepping up our contribution to averting
global biodiversity loss

Guiding principles for interpretation and implementation:

1. Principle of preventive action; 2. Precautionaiyciple 3. Polluter Pays principle; 4. Public
participation and public access to information argfice in environmental matters; 5. Good

governance; 6. Sectoral integration; 7. Ecosystepnaach; 8. Ecological networks; 9. Subsidiari

principle; 10. Compensation principle

M

» Strategic Goal A: Address the underlying causes of
biodiversity loss by mainstreaming biodiversityess
government and society

« Strategic Goal B: Reduce the direct pressures on

biodiversity and promote sustainable use

NBS 15 Strategic Objectives and 85 Operationalaibjes listed in ascending order of their
international dimension; no priority ranking.
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» Strategic Goal C: To improve the status of bioditgr
by safeguarding ecosystems, species and genetic
diversity

« Strategic Goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from
biodiversity and ecosystem services

» Strategic Goal E: Enhance implementation through
participatory planning, knowledge management and
capacity building

Aichi Target 1 - By 2020, at the latest, people are aware
the values of biodiversity and the steps they a#a to
conserve and use it sustainably.

ddp.obj 4c.2Enhance and encourage the role of farmers asveiity actors

Op.obj 4c.4Promote the integration of biodiversity into rudgvelopment

Op.obj 4d.1 Promote the implementation of good fishing praim the North Sea, favourable t
fish protection and their habitats, including thelementation of the Common Fishery Policy
Op.obj 4f.1 Promote the conservation of forest biodiversitptiyh independent credible forest
certification systems that provide a guaranteesfistainable forest management

Op.obj 4g.1 Promote integrated management of hunting groumdsadperation with farmers,
foresters and environmental NGO'’s and the apptioatif good hunting practices

Op.obj 4g.2Promote the involvement of hunters as biodiveraitprs

Op.obj 5.3 Ensure that this Strategy is taken into accoudtkeitision-making and policy
discussions and encourage the development and gsédelines for the integration of biodiversi
into all relevant sectoral policies

Obj 8. Involve the community through communication, ediaeg public awareness and training
(all operational objectives)

Op.obj 9.3. Ensure full compliance with and enforcement ef émvironmental liability regime
(i.e. Directive 2004/35 CE on environmental liagjlitowards biodiversity offences

Aichi Target 2 - By 2020, at the latedbjodiversity values
have been integrated into national and local dgreént
and poverty reduction strategies and planning mseE®and
are being incorporated into national accounting as
appropriate, and reporting systems.

Obj 5. Improve the integration of biodiversity concemi® all relevant sectoral policies.

Op. obj 5.11Integrate biodiversity values into national (fealeand regional) policies,
programmes, planning processes and reporting sgstamd develop an approach to support
incorporation into national accounting if needed.

Aichi Target 3 - By 2020, at the latesticentives,
including subsidies, harmful to biodiversity are
eliminated, phased out or reformedn order to minimize
or avoid negative impacts, apdsitive incentivesfor the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversiy ar
developed and applied, consistent and in harmotty tive
Convention and other relevant international obilaa,
taking into account national socio economic condgi

Obj 4: Ensure and promote the sustainable use of comoathiodiversity.

Several operational objectives are relevant, itiqdar:

Op.obj 4a.l.ldentify and promote good practices involving ustainable use of biodiversity
Op.obj 4b.1 Avoid or minimise the risk to biodiversity poseg froduction and consumption,
products and services

Op.obj 4b.2 Adopt biodiversity criteria in public procuremeglicies to prevent biodiversity los
Op.obj 4f.1 Promote the conservation of forest biodiversitptigh independent credible forest
certification systems that provide a guaranteesfistainable forest management

Op.obj 4g.1Promote integrated management of hunting groumdsaperation with farmers,
foresters and environmental NGO'’s and the appticatif good hunting practices
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Op.obj 5.5Eliminate, phase out or reform incentives, inahgdsubsidies, harmful to biodiversity
in order to minimize or avoid negative impacts déodiversity and encourage the development g
application of incentives favourable to the conadpn and sustainable use of biodiversity,
including economic, fiscal and financial instrungent

and

Aichi Target 4 - By 2020, at the latesovernments,
business and stakeholders at all levelsave taken steps tq
achieve or have implemented plansdaostainable
production and consumptionand have kept the impacts
use of natural resources well within safe ecolddinats.

Op.obj 2.3 Investigate the potential impact on biodiversityh® internal trade (legal and illegal)
of live animals and plants at a Belgian level antkptially adapt relevant regulations, including
market regulation when appropriate

0fObj 4: Ensure and promote the sustainable use of compoathiodiversity
(including the 23 operational objectives under db;.
Op.obj 5.1 Promote and support stakeholders involvement alie through partnerships at all
levels of decision-making relating to biodiversity
Op.obj 5.3 Ensure that this Strategy is taken into accoudeitision-making and policy
discussions and encourage the development and gsédelines for the integration of biodiversi
into all relevant sectoral policies

Aichi Target 5 - By 2020, the rate of loss of alatural
habitats, including forests, is at least halved and where
feasible brought close to zero, and degradation and
fragmentation is significantly reduced.

Op.obj 1.2.Identify and monitor priority species, habitatgnetic and functional components o
biodiversity

Obj 3: Maintain or restore biodiversity and ecosystemises in Belgium to a favourable
conservation statygll operational objectives)

Aichi Target 6 - By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks
and aquatic plants are managed and harvestedralsiai
legally and applying ecosystem based approachdbato
overfishing is avoided, recovery plans and measaresn
place for all depleted species, fisheries haveigrmifgcant
adverse impacts on threatened species and vuleerabl
ecosystems and the impacts of fisheries on stepkesies
and ecosystems are within safe ecological limits.

Op.obj 4b.1Avoid or minimise the risk to biodiversity posed froduction and consumption,
products and services

Op.obj 4c.1 Promote measures favourable to biodiversity urldeeirhplementation of the
Common Agricultural Policy

Op.obj 4d Fishery in marine and inland waters

Op.obj 4d.1 Promote the implementation of good fishing pragim the North Sea, favourable t
fish protection and their habitats, including thgplementation of the Common Fishery Policy
Op.obj 4d.2 Ensure that recreational and sport fishing prastat sea and inland waters respon
ecological management objectives to avoid advenpacts on biodiversity

Op.obj 4d.3 Prevent GM fish from threatening marine and fremi@wbiodiversity and population

J to

0

Aichi Target 7 - By 2020 areas under agriculture,
aquaculture and forestry are managed sustainafdyyieg
conservation of biodiversity.

Obj 4: Ensure and promote the sustainable use of compooéhtodiversity(includes objectives
on agriculture, forestry, fishery in marine andant waters)

Op.obj 5.3Ensure that this Strategy is taken into accounicision-making and policy
discussions and encourage the development and gsédelines for the integration of biodiversi
into all relevant sectoral policies

Op.obj 11.6.Contribute to the creation of an enabling environter biodiversity in partner
countries, based on national priorities, in patéicin support of the development of National
Protected Area programmes, National Forest Progesnintegrated coastal and marine
programmes, or other equivalent instruments, akageheir integration into relevant policy
instruments
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Aichi Target 8 - By 2020, pollution, including from exces
nutrients, has been brought to levels that areletsimental
to ecosystem function and biodiversity.

5 Op.obj 3.6 Take measures to minimise the impact of the ifiedtprocesses and activities
threatening biodiversity and ecosystem services

Op.obj 4a.1.Identify and promote good practices involving slustainable use of biodiversity
Op.obj 4c.6 Reduce the impacts of pesticides on biodiversity ecosystem services

Op.obj 4f.1 Promote the conservation of forest biodiversitptiyh independent credible forest
certification systems that provide a guaranteesfistainable forest management

Op.obj 4g.1 Promote integrated management of hunting groumdsadperation with farmers,
foresters and environmental NGO'’s and the appticatif good hunting practices

Aichi Target 9 - By 2020, invasive alien species and
pathways are identified and prioritized, prioripesies are
controlled or eradicated, and measures are in ptace
manage pathways to prevent their introduction and
establishment.

Op.obj 2.1 Investigate and monitor the effects and causestifities and processes, including
new and emerging risks, that threaten componertgdfversity in Belgium.

Op.obj 3.7 Invasive alien species (IAS) and pathways aretified and prioritized, priority
species are controlled or eradicated, and meaateds place to manage pathways to prevent t
introduction and establishment

Op.obj 4c.8Ensure that the production of plants, inter aba mdigenous plants, for renewable
energy does not negatively impact on biodiversity

Op.obj 5.7 Consider the potential impact on biodiversity, amgarticular the invasiveness of
species, in making import and export decisions

Aichi Target 10 - By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic
pressures on coral reefs, and othdnerable ecosystems
impacted by climate change or ocean acidificatien a
minimized, so as to maintain their integrity anddtioning.

Op.obj 2.2 Investigate and monitor the effects of climaterg®on biodiversity and ecosystem
services

Obj 3: Maintain or restore biodiversity and ecosystemises in Belgium to a favourable
conservation status.

Aichi Target 11 - By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestr
and inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal anthma
areas, especially areas of particular importance fo
biodiversity and ecosystem services, are consehredgh
effectively and equitably managed, ecologically
representative and well connected systems of pemtec
areas and other effective area-based conservagasures,
and integrated into the wider landscapes and spesca

iaDbj 3: Maintain or restore biodiversity and ecosystemvises in Belgium to a favourable
conservation status
Op.obj 3.1 At least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inlandexvareas, especially areas of particula
importance for biodiversity and ecosystem serviaesconserved through the development of
effectively and equitably managed, ecologicallyresgntative and well connected systems of
protected areas and other effective area-base@i@ti®n measures, and are integrated into th
wider landscapes
Op.obj 3.2 At least 10 per cent of coastal and marine aresgscially areas of particular
importance for biodiversity and ecosystem serviaes,conserved through effectively and
equitably managed, ecologically representativevaelt connected systems of protected areas 4
other effective area-based conservation measundsara integrated into the wider seascapes
Op.obj 4h.1 Apply CBD tools to monitor and control the impa€tourism on biodiversity, in
particular in protected areas

heir

D

nd

Aichi Target 12 - By 2020 the extinction of known
threatened species has been prevented and their
conservation status, particularly of those mostdanline,
has been improved and sustained.

Op.obj 3.4 Develop and implement action plans so as to ertherenaintenance or rehabilitation
of our most threatened species to a favourableeceaton status

Target 13- By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated

Op.obj 4c.5Promote the sustainable use of genetic resouocdsdd, and agriculture
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plants and farmed and domesticated animals andlaf w
relatives, including other socio-economically adlae
culturally valuable species, is maintained, andtsgies
have been developed and implemented for minimizing
genetic erosion and safeguarding their geneticrsiitye

Aichi Target 14 - By 2020,ecosystems that provide
essential servicesncluding services related to water, ang
contribute to health, livelihoods and well-beingg eestored
and safeguarded, taking into account the need®ofenm,
indigenous and local communities, and the poor and
vulnerable.

Obj 3: Maintain or restore biodiversity and ecosystemises in Belgium to a favourable
| conservation status.

Op.obj 3.3 Ecosystems, their resilience and their servicesyaintained and enhanced by

establishing, inter alia, a green infrastructure estoring at least 15% of degraded ecosystems.

Op.obj 5.8 Maximalise the advantages for health arising finadiversity and expand the

collaboration between the interested organisatigublic services

Aichi Target 15 - By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the
contribution of biodiversity to carbon stocks hagb
enhanced, through conservation aastoration, including
restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded
ecosystemsthereby contributing tolimate change
mitigation and adaptation and to combating
desertification.

Obj 3. Maintain or rehabilitate biodiversity in Belgium & favourable conservation status.
Op.obj 3.3 Ecosystems, their resilience and their servicesraintained and enhanced by
establishing, inter alia, a green infrastructure sastoring at least 15% of degraded ecosystems.

Aichi Target 16 - ABS Protocol

By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing oéfden
Arising from their Utilization is in force and opional,
consistent with national legislation

Obj 6. Promote and contribute to an equitable accessdsharing of benefits arising from the
use of genetic resources — ABS

Op.obj 6.1By 2014, raise awareness about the concept of iAB® context of the CBD and the
Nagoya Protocol, and widely disseminate informabamMBS

Op.obj 6.2 By 2014, ratify and implement the Nagoya ProtamolAccess to Genetic Resources
and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of BenefitsiAgdrom their Utilization

Op.obj 6.3By 2020, have mechanisms in place to enhancernstand global cooperation on
ABS issues

Op.obj 6.5By 2015, have a functional Access and BenefitiBgaClearing- House in place

Aichi Target 17 - By 2015 each Party has developed,
adopted as a policy instrument, and has commenced
implementing an effective, participatory and update
national biodiversity strategy and action plan.

Belgium intends to revise its NBS by WGRI-6 in 2014

Aichi Target 18 - By 2020, the traditional knowledge,
innovations and practices of indigenous and local
communities relevant for the conservation and suaide
use of biodiversity, and their customary use ofdgjaal
resources, are respected, subject to nationaldéigis and
relevant international obligations, and fully intatpd and
reflected in the implementation of the Conventidthwhe
full and effective participation of indigenous aodal

Op.obj 6.4 By 2020, create operational mechanisms to prehecknowledge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and local communities emlygptraditional lifestyles relevant to the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity
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communities, at all relevant levels.

Aichi Target 19 -By 2020, knowledge, the science base
technologies relating to biodiversity, its valugs)ctioning,
status and trends, and the consequences of i{sal@ss
improved, widely shared and transferred, and agplie

ar@bj 7. Improve and communicate scientific knowledge avdbiersity and ecosystem servided
operational objectives under obj.7)

Aichi Target 20 -By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization ¢

financial resources for effectively implementing th
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 fromsdlrces,
and in accordance with the consolidated and agremzbss
in the Strategy for Resource Mobilization, shoulcrease
substantially from the current levels. This tangét be

subject to changes contingent to resource needssmsnts

to be developed and reported by Parties.

fObj 15. Ensure the provision of adequate resources falivgosity

Op.obj 15.1.By 2020 at the latest, the mobilization of fina¢esources for biodiversity from al
sources (including possible innovative financiaktmnisms), should increase substantially
compared to the average annual biodiversity funéinghe years 2006-2010

Op.obj 15.2Fully use existing EU financing instruments tompuaie biodiversity

Op.obj 15.3By 2015, contribute towards the doubling of thetbiodiversity-related financial
resource flows to developing countries and at legsntain this level until 2020, including throug
a country-driven prioritization of biodiversity viih development plans in recipient countries,
using as preliminary baseline the average anriadMersity funding to developing countries for
the years 2006—-2010

Op.obj 15.4By 2020, support, as appropriate, developing a@sito enhance institutional,
national, administrative and managerial capacitiesyder to increase the effectiveness and
sustainability of international and national finatdlows for biodiversity

Support Mechanisms
Capacity-building for effective national action

Financial resources

Partnerships and initiatives to enhance coopera
Support mechanisms for research, monitoring a
assessment

Clearing-house mechanism and technology tran

Monitoring and support mechanisms

SM1. By 2015, adopt, apply and publish indicatoreneasure progress against the strategic
s@jectives of the NBS

SM2. By 2015, implement the EU reporting tool fa88Is on the CHM website
tistV3. By 2015, have a functional Clearing-House Metism in place for the Convention and its
hErotocols, including a network of practitioners
SM4. By 2015, functional Clearing-Houses for impéartation and technology transfer are in
place for the CBD and its Protocols (BCH, ABS-CH)

yh
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Appendix Il - Information concerning reporting Part y and preparation of
national report

1. Reporting Party

Contracting Party Belgium
NATIONAL FOCAL POINT

Full name of the institution Royal Belgian Instéuwf Natural Sciences
Name and title of contact offic Dr P. Grootaert, Promoter of the CBD NFP
Mailing address CBD NFP, Vautier Street 29, B-1800ssels
Telephone +32 2 627 43 02

Fax +32 2627 41 32

E-mail patrick.grootaert@naturalsciences.be

CONTACT OFFICER FOR NATIONAL REPORT (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

Full name of the institution Royal Belgian Instéuwf Natural Sciences
Name and title of contact offic Marc Peeters, Assistant to the CBD NFP
Mailing address CBD NFP, Vautier Street 29, B-1800ssels
Telephone +32 2 627 45 65
Fax +32 2 627 41 95
E-mail marc.peeters@naturalsciences.be
SUBMISSION
Signature of officer responsible Mr Roland Moreau, Director General Environment, Federal Pub
submitting national report Service for Public Health, Food Security and Envinent
Date of submission 25.03.2014
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2. Overview of Belgian Regional and Thematic Focdtoints

Regional Focal Points

For the Flemish Region:

Dr Els Martens

Nature Division, Ministry of the Flemish Community
Koning Albert ll-laan 20, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2553 76 78, Fax: +32 2 553 76 85
E-mail: els.martens@Ine.vlaanderen.be

For the Brussels-Capital Region:

Dr Machteld Gryseels

Division Environment Quality & Nature Management
Brussels Institute for Management of the Environimen
Gulledelle 100, B-1200 Brussels

Tel.: +32 27757561, Fax: +322 775 76 79

E-mail: mgryseels@Ileefmilieu.irisnet.be

For the Walloon Region:

Ir Catherine Debruyne

Department for European Policies and Internatidapbeements
Service public de Wallonie

Avenue Prince de Liege 7, B-5100 Jambes

Tel.: +32 81 33 58 06, Fax: +32 81 33 58 22

E-mail: catherine.debruyne@spw.wallonie.be

Thematic Focal Points

Access and Benefit Sharing NFP

DG Environment Federal Public Service of Public Hea&s acting as ABS NFP until the ratification
process has been concluded

Place Victor Horta 40 / 10, B-1060 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 524 96 23, Fax: +32 2 524 96 00

E-mail: cbd-abs@naturalsciences.be

Mr Han de Koeijer

CHM NFP

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
Vautier Street 29, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 627 42 67, Fax: +32 2 627 41 95
E-mail: cbd-chm@naturalsciences.be

Dr Marie-Lucie Susini

GTI NFP

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
Vautier Street 29, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 627 45 9Grax: +32 2 627 41 95
E-mail: cbd-gti@naturalsciences.be
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Dr Hendrik Segers

SBSTTA NFP

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
Vautier Street 29, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 627 43 10, Fax: +32 2 627 41 13
E-mail: cbd-sbstta@naturalsciences.be

Dr Steven Dessein

GSPC NFP

National Botanic Garden of Belgium

Domein van Bouchout, B-1860 Meise

Tel.: +32 2 260 09 28, Fax: +32 2 260 09 45
E-mail: mailto:steven.dessein@br.fgov.be

Dr Els Martens

Protected Areas NFP

Nature Division, Ministry of the Flemish Community
Koning Albert ll-laan 20, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2553 76 78, Fax: +32 2 553 76 85
E-mail: els.martens@Ine.vlaanderen.be

Ms Lucette Flandroy

Cartagena Protocol NFP

DG Environment Federal Public Service of Public ltlea
Place Victor Horta 40 / 10, B-1060 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 524 96 22, Fax: +32 2 524 96 00

E-mail: lucette.flandroy@environnement.belgigue.be

Dr Didier Breyer

BCH NFP

Scientific Institute of Public Health

Juliette Wytsman Street 14, B-1050 Brussels
Tel.: +32 2 642 52 93, Fax: +32 2 642 52 92
E-mail: bbch@wiv-isp.be

3. Procedure for the preparation of the report

- May & June 2013: the National Focal Point startedre-complete the format of the fifth national
report as much as possible with information fromoues sources, among others data compiled during
the actualisation process of the national bioditiestrategy.

- Begin July 2013: the fifth national report was diseed during the joint meeting of the Steering
Committee ‘Biodiversity Convention’ and the Stegridommittee ‘Nature’.

- July-begin September 2013: the three pre-complehagters (I, Il & IIl) were sent to the three
regional focal points, the federal administratioil dome other experts and the first feedback was

received.

- Begin September 2013: the fifth national report waison the agenda of the joint meeting of the
Steering Committee ‘Biodiversity Convention’ ane tBteering Committee ‘Nature’ to stimulate the

submission of input.
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- The first answers were received in August 2013 nest arrived in the period December 2013-
February 2014.

- February 2014: the National Focal Point held adbhgh review of the report and the resulting version
was submitted to the Steering Committee 'BiodivgiSonvention' for final contributions.

- The fifth national report was further completed antmitted to the Steering Committee 'Biodiversity
Convention' for approval on 06.03.2014.

- The fifth national report was submitted to the Glioation Committee for International Environment
Policy for approval on 11.03.2014.

4. Contributing experts

- Anselin Anny, Flemish Research Institute for Natand Forest (INBO)

- Boonen Cindy, Flemish Department for Agricultarel Fisheries

- Branquart Etienne, Walloon Public Service

- Buys Jozef, Belgian Development Cooperation

- Collin Claire, Ministry for Public Health, Foodn@in Safety and the Environment

- de Koeijer Han, Royal Belgian Institute of Natugaiences (RBINS)

- Debruyne Catherine, Walloon Public Service

- Demolder Heidi, Flemish Research Institute fotuda and Forest (INBO)

- Devos Koen, Flemish Research Institute for Natuma Forest (INBO)

- Godin Marie-Céline, Brussels Institute for Managat of the Environment (IBGE-BIM)

- Hauregard Catherine, Walloon Public Service

- Hollebosch Patrick, Belgian Development Cooperati

- Janssens de Bisthoven Luc, Royal Belgian InstitditNatural Sciences (RBINS)

- Laplasse Marc, Federal Public Service Foreigraifdf

- Martens Els, Agency for Nature & Forests, Flentihistry for Environment, Nature and Energy
- Panis Jeroen, Agency for Nature & Forests, Flarsistry for Environment, Nature and Energy
- Parmentier Koen, Royal Belgian Institute of Natuiciences (RBINS)

- Peeters Marc, Royal Belgian Institute of NatiBelences (RBINS)

- Raeymaekers Geert, Ministry for Public Healthoé&hain Safety and the Environment

- Rochette Anne-Julie, Royal Belgian Institute @ftdal Sciences (RBINS)

- Schlesser Marianne, Royal Belgian Institute ofuxa Sciences (RBINS)

- Segers Hendrik, Royal Belgian Institute of Nat@eaences (RBINS)

- Van Bol Vincent, Ministry for Public Health, Fodghain Safety and the Environment

- Van de Velde Els, International Environmentali€let, Flemish Ministry for Environment, Nature and
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Appendix Il - Further sources of information

1. National / Federal level

Biodiversity in Belgium, a country study:
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/books/bib

Biodiversity 2020, Update of Belgium's Nationala®¢gy:
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/strataatpl

Federal Plans for Sustainable Development:
http://www.poddo.be/nl/inhoud/publicaties-0

Federal plan 2009-2013 for the integration of biedsity in four key federal sectors:
http://health.belgium.be/eportal/Environment/BiagtisityandGMO/Biodiversity/Conceptandactions/Natio
nalactions/index.htm

First, Second, Third and Fourth National RepoiBelgium to the Convention on Biological Diversity:
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportd/maports

Second Regular National Report on the implememtaifahe Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety:
http://bch.cbd.int/database/record.shtml?documeh@d482

Environmental Performance Reviews: Belgium (2007)
http://www.oecd.org/document/61/0,3343,en_2649 3438168061 1 1 1 37465,00.html#Contents

Assessment Report of Belgium (2010) on the impleatamn of the EU Biodiversity Action Plan:
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/be/eu/bap/envtcd44qEFHhal. pdf

Thematic reports of Belgium to the CBD:
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportsfiin reports/

Initial assessment of the Belgian marine waters:
http://www.health.fgov.be/internet2Prd/groups/pati public/ @ mixednews/documents/ie2divers/19077

131_nl.pdf

Bee Health, Our Health; Federal Bee Plan 2012-2014:
http://health.belgium.be/internet2Prd/groups/pudlipublic/@mixednews/documents/ie2divers/1908474
6.pdf(French version)
http://health.belgium.be/internet2Prd/groups/pudlipublic/@mixednews/documents/ie2divers/1908474
6_nl.pdf(Dutch version)

http://www.biodiv.be

http://www.biodiversity.be

http://www.naturalsciences.be/biodiv

http://www.health.belgium.be
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http://www.igivelifetomyplanet.be

2. Flemish Region

Nature Report Policy Evaluation 2012:
http://www.inbo.be/content/page.asp?pid=BEL NARA R¥X2012download

Nature Reports 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005 and 2007:
http://www.inbo.be/content/page.asp?pid=BEL NARA [

State of Nature in Flanders - Nature Indicators2201
http://www.inbo.be/files/bibliotheek/54/239554.pdf

Flemish Environment and Nature Outlook 2030:
http://rma.vgt.vito.be/verkenner/index.jsf

Policy Plan for Environment 2011-2015:
http://www.Ine.be/themas/beleid/mina4

Environment & Nature Plan 3+ 2008-2010 - EnvirontaéRolicy Objectives:
http://www.vlaanderen.be/nl/publicaties/detail/npten3-2008-2010-doelstellingen-van-het-milieubeleid

Flanders Environment Reports (MIRA-T, MIRA-BE, MIR3) on themes (T), on policy (BE) and on
scenarios (S):
http://www.milieurapport.be/nl/MIRA/

http://www.natuurenbos.be

http://www.biodiversityindicators.be

http://www.milieurapport.be/en/facts-figures/

http://www.nara.be

http://www.inbo.be

http://www.Ine.be

http://www.natuurwaardeverkenner.be

3. Walloon Region

Le tableau de bord 2010 :
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.php®sdertableau-de-bord-2010

Environmental Outlook 2010 :
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.php®g@mvironmental-outlook-2010
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Key indicators of the Walloon environment 2012 :
http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be/index.phpepdcew-2012

Plan d’environnement pour le développement durable
http://environnement.wallonie.be/cgi/dgrne/plataefer dgrne/visiteur/anims_v2.cfm?pere=261

Walloon Rural development Program 2007-2013 :
http://agriculture.wallonie.be/n/PDR2007-2013.pdf

http://environnement.wallonie.be/

http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/

http://environnement.wallonie.be/cqgi/dgrne/platafer dgrne/visiteur/v2/frameset.cim?page=http://envir

nnement.wallonie.be/administration/demna.htm

http://environnement.wallonie.be/contrat rivierdéx.htm
http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/pcdn.htmI?IDCHR.

4. Brussels-Capital Region

Project Regional Nature Plan:
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiBaliers/Informer.aspx?id=12071&langtype=2060
http://www.leefmilieubrussel.be/Templates/Partietdiinformer.aspx?id=12071&langtype=2067

Sustainable Regional Development Plan:
http://www.prdd.be

Nature Report (2012):
http://documentation.bruxellesenvironnement.be/dwmnts/NARABRU 20120910 FR 150dpi.pdf
http://documentatie.leefmilieubrussel.be/docum®AHABRU 20121004 NL 150dpi.PDF

Report on the state of the environment (2007-2010):
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/Templates/Bigeau2.aspx?id=11867&langtype=2060
http://www.leefmilieubrussel.be/Templates/etat/Nivd.aspx?id=11867&langtype=2067

http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be
http://www.leefmilieubrussel.be

http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiBaliers/Niveau2.aspx?id=118&langtype=2060
http://www.leefmilieubrussel.be/Templates/PartietsiNiveau2.aspx?id=118&langtype=2067

http://www.sustainablecity.be
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