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Executive Summary

The present report is the fourth National Reportlenimplementation of the Convention on Biological
Diversity in and by Belgium. The previous Belgiaatdnal Reports were published in 1998, 2001 and
2005. The report is organised as follows:

Chapter | provides an overview of the status and trendsiadiversity in Belgium, at the species and
habitat levels, and focuses on threats such astjool] alien species and climate change. Informaito
provided for the Flemish, Brussels-Capital and bl Regions as well as for the Belgian part of the
North Sea.

The geography and geology of Belgium, together Vaitty-standing human impact in land use, resulted i
an amazing diversity of habitat types for a rasreall territory. Not less than 58 of them are tisiie the

EU Habitats Directive. Around 36,300 species of natgrganisms, plants, fungi and animals have been
recorded in Belgium and expert extrapolations ssfdfeat the actual number should range between
52,000 and 55,000 species.

In Flanders, at least 7% of formerly recorded smecre extinct, 19% are endangered and 28% are
vulnerable to near threatened. A similar situatexists in Wallonia, as, depending on the taxonomic
group, between 40% and 83% of the species shovbanus population decline. In the Brussels-Capital
Region, 80 higher plant species, 12 bird speciédshatf of the amphibian species have disappeareg. T
Belgian marine area suffers from severe declindislinand crustaceans, notably in commercial sgecie

Chapter Il provides an overview of the country’'s strategicuwtoents and action plans. The National
Biodiversity Strategy 2006-2016 is briefly descdbend its status of implementation is discusseds Th
strategy complements the strategic documents desglat the regional level.

In the Flemish Region, the Policy Plan for Envir@mhand Nature 2003-2007 has been extended to 2010.
Its major objectives and instruments for implemgataare summarised. In the Walloon Region, the
administration for agriculture, natural resourcesl ghe environment has adopted a strategic plaim wit
targets and indicators for the period 2008-2013hénBrussels-Capital Region, the biodiversity @pls
partially guided by the part on the green and bletvork within the Regional Development Plan. The
elaboration of a regional plan for nature and hiedsity is the Brussels commitment for Countdowta @0
New legislation and 13 action plans are also faese

A note on action 18 of the second Federal PlarSiestainable Development 2004-2008, promoting the
integration of biodiversity in four key sectorsaftisport, economy, development cooperation, sdentif
policy), closes this chapter.

Chapter Ill starts by describing the sectoral and cross-s#adtaegration of biodiversity enhanced and
supported at the regional level. It focuses onitfitetives in various themes and sectors such agmw
management, land use planning, construction, dgrieuand forestry, and in relation to stakeholdersh
as business, local authorities, etc. The secondqgbahe chapter focuses more in detail on the abov
mentioned federal plan for the sectoral integragibhiodiversity in four key sectors.

The first part ofchapter IV reviews the progress made by Belgium towards @€ Zarget. It provides a
non exhaustive overview of programs and actionsrelation to key issues such as biodiversity
conservation, sustainable use, threats to biodtyeescosystem services, traditional knowledge,efien
sharing and financial resources.



The second part of the chapter reviews the couipydgress towards the goals and objectives of the
Strategic Plan of the Convention. Information isyided on cooperation and collaboration, improving
capacities, strategies and action plans, CEPA.

The chapter concludes with a ray of hope but sthgsefforts are not sufficient to stop biodiverdoss
in Belgium and that the European target of haltimg loss of biodiversity by 2010 will not be reaghe
Some suggestions are put forward to remediatdgcituation.

After the reportappendicesare presented with:

- party and report contact information;

- overview of the Belgian Regional and Thematicd&tdroints;

- information on the elaboration process of thergp

- list of contributing experts;

- further sources of information;

- progress in implementing the Global StrategyHtant Conservation;
- progress in implementing the Programme of WorlPootected Areas.



Preamble

Belgium is a federal state, composed of communérekregions. The power to make decisions is @t th
exclusive preserve of the federal government aaddtieral parliament. The leadership of the coustry
in the hands of various partners, who independenttycise their authority within their domains.

The implementation of the Convention on Biologib@ersity is carried out by the federal government,
the regions, the communities and the local autlesr{provinces and municipalities).

Theregionsare in charge of territorial matters. They hawer¢fore the greatest amount of responsibilities
on biodiversity-related issues: nature conservafimrest management, agriculture, exploitation atnal
resources, land use and spatial planning, hunfisitgries, etc. They are also in charge of touristmich

is a competence that has been delegated to théhe lmpmmunities.

The federal governmentis more specifically involved in the internationdimension, the external
relations and in matters related to the North 8es.the federal government that undertakes thevieup
of trade in threatened species and that takes me=aselating to the trade of exotic species.

The communities take care of issues linked to culture, researdhcation and public awareness. The
regions and the federal government can also raiskcpawareness in their own fields of competence.

The provinces and the municipalitiesplay an important role at the local level, in acamce with
regional policy.

The coherence of international environmental polidynational level is ensured by a coordination
mechanism composed of representatives from thedkdevernment, the regions and the communities. It
is called theCoordinating Committee for International Environment Policy (CCIEP). This body
functions under the high level authority of theelmministerial Conference for the Environment
(ICE). Under the CCIEP different convention related thematic committees have been
established, such as for Biodiversity, Climate Qearorests, Nature, etc.



Chapter | - Overview of Biodiversity Status, Trendsand Threats

1. Status of biodiversity

1.1. Species status

The Belgian diversity of life forms comprises ardu86,300 recorded species of micro-organisms, glant
fungi and animals. However, expert extrapolatiamggest that the actual number should range between
52,000 and 55,000 species. Bacteria and blue-gakgae are not included in these numbers. Roughly
6,000 species of bacteria are known worldwide, thig is supposed to be only a fraction of the real
number. As many bacteria species are cosmopolitarassume that at least a few thousand of thenr occu
in Belgium. In addition, some 300 species of blugeg algae have been found in Belgium, and many
more are expected to be discovered. Hence, thé riataber of species living in Belgium probably
amounts to over 55,000 species. This figure excakkgsevious estimates.

Our knowledge of the taxa is unbalanced. The bestvk are the vascular plants (flowering plants,
conifers, ferns, horsetails, quillworts and clubsesy, bryophytes, macro-algae and macro-lichens,
vertebrates (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds ammmals), carabids (ground beetles), butterflies, a
dragon- and damselflies. They are often used tenmid and justify conservation measures and many
species are well-known bio-indicators. Yet theyrespnt less than 4% of the species living in Befgiu
Obviously, expanding our knowledge of the remain@&9o of organisms would improve, refine and
optimise Belgian conservation policies and actions.

Table 1. Overview of animal species numbers in Bebg(Biodiversity in Belgium, 2003) as an examplettoe
discrepancy between observed and expected numbspsdies.

Animals Number of observed Total species number
species in Belgium expected in Belgium
sponges, cnidarians, ... 77 250
flatworms 670 1500
nematodes 545 2 500
annelids 330 600
other worm groups 81 240
arachnids and pycnogonids 1713 2 000
insects 17 295 25 000
myriapods 97 160
crustaceans 774 1250
molluscs 311 370
other invertebrates 429 1 300
vertebrates 449 460

1.2. Habitats status

The geographical and geological characteristiddagium, together with long-standing human impact i
land use, resulted in an amazing diversity of lebifor such a small territory, many of which afe o
European importance (no less than 58 of them stedlin the EU Habitats Directive).

The main vegetation types found in Belgium are digmiis and conifer forests, grasslands, heathlands,
peat bogs, wetlands, lakes and rivers, and madasystems in the North Sea. The distribution of¢he



varies from region to region. For example, abo#8fF the forested areas are found in the southarn p
of the country. On the other hand, northern Belgismoted for its semi-natural grasslands, wetlands
heathlands and coastal dunes.

It is difficult to give precise humbers on the veg®n cover at the national level. More precistada
available for those habitats listed under the EeaopUnion’s Habitats Directive. In Belgium, 58 Hats
types are protected under the Habitats Directivee Table below presents the 15 most frequent ones,
based on the total area and the number of occwsancahe country. The sign * indicates priorityohat
types for conservation.

Table 2. Fifteen most frequent habitats in Belgiimiowing the EU Habitats Directive (Biodiversity iBelgium,
2003).

Code | Habitat
1110 | Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sstamnall the time

4010 | Northern Atlantic wet heaths witrica tetralix
4030 | European dry heaths

6410 | Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or glajleladen soils folinion caeruleag
6430 | Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities tdips and of the montane to alpine levels

6510 | Lowland hay meadowAlppecurus pratensi$Sanguisorba officinalis
9110 | Luzulo-Fagetum beech forests

Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with llex awengtimes also Taxus in the shrublayer (Quercioonieb

9120 petraeae or llici-Fagenion)

9130 | Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests

9150 | Medio-European limestone beech forests o€eghalanthero-Fagion

9160 | Sub-Atlantic and medio-European oak or oakibeam forests of th@arpinion betuli

9180 | * Tilio-Acerion forests of slopes, screes aannes

9190 | Old acidophilous oak woods wifluercus robuion sandy plains

91D0 | * Bog woodland

91E0 | * Alluvial forests withAlnus glutinosaandFraxinus excelsio(Alno-PadionAlnion incanaeSalicion albag

1.3. Protected areas: the Natura 2000 network in Bgium

Natura 2000 supports an ecosystem approach foiveisity conservation, i.e. the integrated manageme
of land, water and living resources that promot@sservation and sustainable use in an equitable way
The Natura 2000 network comprises the ‘Special €etmin Areas’ designated under the EU Birds
Directive and the ‘Sites of Community Importancatder the EU Habitats Directive. Designating thessit

is just the first stage in setting up the Natur@®@etwork. Each site will be the subject of a gieation
order which specifies the following, backed up bgpst (i) the perimeters of the sites, (ii) the moled
species or habitats which are present there fli@)objectives of the active management systene touib

in place, and (iv) the means suggested to reach.the

In Belgium, these amount to the following:
* Special Protection Areas under Birds Directive: 2Bds, total area of 328,200 ha, covers 9,7% of
land surface; 3 marine sites with total area 0536 ,ha;
e Sites of Community Importance under Habitats Divect280 sites, total area of 323,900 ha,
covers 10% of land surface; 1 marine site withltataa of 18,120 ha.



1.3.1. Flemish Region

In 2005 a 2% Special Protection Area under the Birds Directives designated in the port area of
Zeebrugge: Baai van Heist, bringing the total stefe 98,243 ha (ca 7,3% of surface of Flandens)1®
February 2008 the Flemish Government approved 2iadal zones under the Habitats Directive: the
water zone of the estuary of the IJzer and of dtaagy of the Schelde. These additions are now also
included in the updated list of community sitesadditions in the existing designations of both asas -

to be approved by the European Union before er&P@9. Taking into account these additions the 3B SC
sites under the Habitats Directive cover now aasgrfof 104,888 ha (7,8% of the surface of the Fbmi
region). The total surface of Natura 2000 in Flasd®vers 166,187 ha or 12,3% of the surface.

An Executive Law of 2004 on site-based managem@mtlates general measures for Natura 2000 sites
concerning conservation, management aspects argyatiem issues. For each of the sites a Nature
Objectives Plan has to be developed highlightimgabjectives for the habitats and species conceandd
indicating possible measures for restoration andagament. The development of the sites is carnigd o
in consultation with landowners and users and eglelocal authorities. Draft plans are also pupublic
consultation before final approval. Based on theeeence the procedure is shown to be too compidx a
is now being revised. A new Executive Law giving fhrocedures for the formal designation of thessite
and the development and adoption of the site dpemihservation objectives has been approved in May
20009.

1.3.2. Walloon Region

There are 240 Natura 2000 sites in the Walloon d&tegiovering 220,944 ha, equivalent to 13 % of the
Region. The network is based on the hydrologicalvagk and is nearly 70 % forest (31 % of Walloon
forests). Grassland, fallow land and orchards enotie hand, and crops on the other, occupy 16 %2 and
% respectively of the total network, but repredess than 5 % of agricultural land. The Walloon ieag
hosts 44 habitat types, of which 10 priority typ&8]1 bird species and 31 other animal and plartgispe
listed in the annexes of the directives.

All of the Natura 2000 sites covered by a desigmatrder will be subject to general measures (AGW
dated 23/10/2008). Furthermore, as far as eaclissitencerned, this order will provide specific H@as
according to the characteristics of the habitatsspecies. The designation orders have been appfore
an initial batch of 8 sites covering just over &6th. A new adoption process for designation ortlass
started for second batch of 82 sites covering IBG0
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlalque.aspx?id=p112

1.3.3. Brussels-Capital Region

The EU Commission has approved the list of Nat@02sites proposed for the Brussels-Capital Region
in December 2004, covering 2,432 ha (14 % of tiggorearea). Brussels is currently working on adyett
integration of the Habitats Directive in the regibriegislation (new and better coordinated law).
Management plans are on the point to be finalisebtlae next step consists in the field implemeatati

1.3.4. Belgian part of the North Sea

As mentioned above, the Federal authorities arepetent for the environmental policy in the Belgian
part of the North Sea.

In 2005 (Royal Decree of 14 October 2005) threeciap@rotection Areas (SPAs) were designated in the
Belgian part of the North Sea: SBZ1 (in front of toast of Koksijde): 110,1 km?, SBZ2 (in fronttbé



coast of Oostende): 144,80 km? and SBZ3 (in frdnZeebrugge): 50,95 km?, as well as two Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs): Trapegeer Stroomba8k,20 km2 and Vlakte van de Raan, 19,17 kmz2.
By Royal Decree of 6 March 2006, a strict marirgeree (Gericht marien reservaaaai van Heist, was
designated. The marine SPAs and the Trapegeerm3tiantk site were selected on the basis of a saentif
study carried out by the MUMM (Royal Belgian Instié of Natural Sciences, RBINS) and the Research
Institute for Nature and Forest (INBO). Followingceamplaint against the designation of the Vlakte va
de Raan as SAC, on the ground that the designafidhe site was not scientifically underpinned, the
Council of Statenullified in 2008 the designation of the Vlakte vd@m Raan as SAC. However, the site is
still on the European list of Sites of Communityplontance. Policy plans for the marine protectedsre
have been drawn up by the competent authority and been approved by the State Secretary in charge
of the marine environment.

As the EU-Habitats Directive also applies to thelggive Economic Zone and as until now no Natura
2000 sites were proposed in the EEZ, the federalrastration has launched a scientific study t@eksh

a list of potential Sites of Community Importanp&Cls) for the Belgian part of the North Sea (terial
waters and EEZ).

2. Trends in biodiversity

2.1. Trends in species

Detailed monitoring and thorough comparisons of adtlection and observation data with more recent
ones show that many species are in decline or baga disappeared. It can be estimated roughly that
between 20% and 70% of the species are threatemwatgin group of organism, depending on the group
and the region of the country:
* In Flanders, at least 7% of formerly recorded geare extinct, 19% are endangered and 28%
are vulnerable to near threatened; only 42% arsidered safe or at low risk.
e A similar situation exists in Wallonia, as, depemgbn the taxonomic group, between 40% and
83% of the species show an obvious population wecli
* In the Brussels-Capital Region, 80 higher plantcs®e (out of the ca. 580 indigenous ones
recorded before 1950), 12 bird species (out of 28l half of the six or seven amphibian species
have disappeared.
« The Belgian marine areas suffer from severe deglindish and crustacean populations, notably
in commercial species.

The trends in the species listed in the EU Hablatsctive have been evaluated within the framewairk
the Article 17 reporting of the Habitats Directivlor the period 2001-2006, (see also
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/be/eu/artl 7/envrf6&the main goal of the Habitats Directive is toimtain a
‘favourable’ conservation status of selected sygethiat are assumed to be endangered or rare andeEur
should play an important role in their conservatidhe evaluation of the conservation status is dase
four criteria set down by Europe. These are theygaof the species, its distribution, the size ef it
population and its future prospects.

The overall results for the habitats of Europeaterast show that 79% of the habitat types are in
unfavourable conservation status, 13% in inadegstatels and only 6% in favourable condition. For 2%
of the habitat types there is not enough infornmatio

More detailed and more precise information is amdéd for each region of Belgium and the North Sea.
For all of them, nature and environment reports @mpiled using European headline biodiversity
indicators.
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2.1.1. Flemish Region

Figure 1 illustrates thepecies statusn the Flemish Region. The conservation statu3,4%1 (9% of the
total) of the species occurring in Flanders haserily been documented. Knowledge on the status of
Flemish biodiversity is strongly biased toward ebrates and vascular plants, the status of whish ha
been described for 100% and 58-70% respectivelg. skatus of fungi and invertebrates remains largely
undocumented, with the status descriptions onlylavea for 10% and 5-6% of species respectivelpnfr
the species assessed, 6% have recently becomeattgiextinct and 29% have been listed as 'crifjcal
endangered’, 'endangered' or ‘'vulnerable' so-c&tled List species. Butterflies are among the most
affected with 25% extinct and 33% on the Flemishl Rest. Empidids (no extinctions and 15% on the
Red List) and Dolichopodids (9% extinct and 18%tlom Flemish Red List) prove to be the most robust
species groups.

pecies
number
Butterfie s A LT
Dragon fie = and Damsalfies o B 5z
hushrooms iacrofungi) B W52
B mmal = G0
Grashoppers and Crickets o34
Anits 51
Amphibians and Repiiles 149
Uirater bugs 9% s Regionally estinct
Splldn.ErS o592 Red List zpecies
Caribid = B39 mmmm Critically endangersd
Breeding bird= 162 =#e# Endangersed

“Asularplants 9l 11pg R Mulnerable

Fizh and Lampreys 44 Mearthreatensad
Dolichopadid s B 260 EEEJ’L i
b o S afelow s
Empidid= I - , . - =| 288 o [imta deficient ¢ ot evaluated
1] 20 < ] 20 [1]t]

Status of species (% of species per species (roup)

Figure 1. Species status in the Flemish Regio(82Source: Research Institute for Nature and$tore
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportaji?lang=en&detail=657&id_structuur=y.1

The ‘Common birds index’ is calculated as the trend abundance of foreshléad and other common
birds in Flanders (1990 to 2007-2008). The trendaisulated as annual median over species. Farmland
birds in Flanders declined markedly during the ldstade (e.g. Skylark, Barn Swallow) due to
intensification and scale consolidation of agriotdt while the state of woodland birds improved).(e.
woodpeckers). The latter might be explained by #vactors, such as increased afforestation, amor
natural composition and structure of woodlands fmdsts, and the maturing of trees. Other common
birds, usually generalists, have also shown an ativéncrease (e.g. Magpie and Carrion Crow).
(http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=676&id_structuur=)1

The conservation status of ‘species of European intereshas been evaluated as part of the reporting
requirements for the EU Habitats Directive, undex Article 17 Report (2001-2006). The main goal of
the directive is to maintain a ‘favourable’ consgron status of selected species. These species are
assumed to be endangered and Europe should pleypartant role in their conservation. Generallysihe

are species living in specific habitats. The eviidumaof the conservation status is based on foiera:

the population of the species, its distributiorg tate of its habitat and its future prospectd=lamders,
slightly more than a quarter of the species (1@€igge 27 %) have a favourable conservation stétois.

12 species (20 %) the conservation status is inedecand for 22 species (37 %) the status is remr.
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nine species there was insufficient data to evaldlaé status. The status of aquatic species ghes t
greatest cause for concern, with only one of thefgties being considered as having a favouradiiesst
Water pollution and eutrophication are the maiedis reported for most species.
(http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=700&id_structuur=p3

Other species-based indicators for Flanders carwbsulted on-line (in English) at the following URL
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportagi?lang=en&id_structuur=71&id_categarie

2.1.2 Walloon Region

In Wallonia, thespecies conservation statuss poor for 2/5 of the species in the monitoredugs
(mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, anfligs, butterflies, ladybirds, beetles, vascynts

and non vascular cryptogamous). Combining all tteaigs, 32 % of the species which have been studied
run the risk of disappearing. Furthermore, neady Bave already disappeared. Among bats, fishijespt
butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies, more thalf of species are in an unfavorable situation.

IUCN conservation status of species in the Walloon Region

Bats
(z005)
Fish
(20035) §

[ Non-endangered species
[ Vulnerable species

[ Endangered species

Reatgtc;eﬁ I Critically endangered
Butterflies e
(2008) Il Extinct species
Odonata [ Species with
? {zottm) undetermined status
ascular
plants (zoos)
Carabidae
(2005)
Amphibians
(2003)

Birds
{2006)

ECW 2008 - Source: SPW - DGO3 - DEMMA

Figure 2. Species status in the Walloon Region 0082 (Source: Département de I'Etude du Milieu redtet
agricole,http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlaBgue.aspx?id=p105

In Wallonia, one third of theesting bird speciesare threatened. Threatened species are particularl
encountered in wetlands, moors, and in agriculte@systems. Forests birds tend to have a more
favorable statushftp://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlatgue.aspx?id=p035

According to the Article 17 Report for the Habit&#ective, theconservation status of ‘species of
European interest’ was deemed to be unfavourable for 73 % of theispéc the Continental Region. 67
taxa or groups of taxa were studied. Among themesar plants and butterflies had the largest nurobe
taxons whose conservation status was unfavourAlldor vertebrates with a very unfavourable status,
there were in particular: the great crested néwtuyrus cristatu3 and the natterjack toa8\fo calamitd;

the sand lizard Lacerta agilig; 3 species of bats; the European hamsfric€tus cricetups and the
European otteriL{utra lutra).
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Other species-based data for Wallonia can be caasah-line at the following URL (in French):
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportchapispx?id=ch12

2.1.3. Brussels-Capital Region

In the Brussels-Capital Region, thpecies statuss highlighted in table 3. About 50% of the mamsnal
are threatened or vulnerable; 30% of the birdsiepe&nd 75% of the reptiles & amphibians. For the
plants, 66 species (out of 793 recorded) are ligteder a red list category. The number of “neopsiyte
(plants arrived under human influence) rises rgpidl

Table 3. Number of species for the most importaaugs in the Brussels-Capital Region (estimation).

Groups Total Native Exotic Endangered| Vulnerable| Deline | Extinct
mammals 44 (+67? 39 (+67) 3 7 11 2
birds 103 92 11 g 4 1P
amphibians 7 (87 6 (77) 1 1 5 3(4?)
reptiles 3(1?) 3 (42 il il 1 2

butterflies 29 (+26 54 1 P ? ? 14
orthoptera 26 24 1 D 5
dragonflies 23 (+4 27 D D 12
superior plants +/- 798 +/- 578 215 66 ? ? 80
mosses 223 228 ? 49 67 ? 40
macrofungi +/- 913 +/- 912 L +/- 748 (rarg) ? ? ?
lichens 36 ?) f ? P ? ?

Common birds are also monitored in Brussels. Thirteen specéa® been expanding during the period
1992-2008, two of which are exotic species. Elesyeecies are declining, while 9 species are coreider
as stable.

More information on species-based data for the $®ssCapital Region can be found at:
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/Templates/et@rmer.aspx?id=3040&langtype=20@Brench)
http://www.leefmilieubrussel.be/Templates/etat/mfier.aspx?id=3040&langtype=20§Butch).

2.1.4. North Sea

As mentioned above, there has been a continuolim&éc the number of fish species and crustaceans,
primarily as a result of overfishing.

The trend of the marine bird species occurrindieBelgian part of the North Sea and listed in arirod
the EU Birds Directive is as follows: populationslittle tern (Sterna minoy in decline, populations of
Sandwich tern$terna sandvicengisnd common ternSgerna hirundd are stable or fluctuating (source:
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be Several reports describe the international ingrae of the Belgian part
of the North Sea for marine bird species.

The trend for marine mammals is less clear; althaugs certain that most species remain threatenkd

art 17 reporting, in application of the Habitatgdative mentions for the Harbour porpoisgh¢coena
phocoenga positive trend (primarily due to a shift of ghepulation in the North Sea), an increasing trend
for the common seaPfoca vituling and for the grey seaH@lichoerus grypus
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2.2. Trends in habitats

The trends in habitats have been evaluated witlénfiamework of the Article 17 reporting of the EU
Habitats Directive (2001-2006, see alsitp://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/be/eu/artl7/envrf6ddpe main goal
of the Habitats Directive is to maintain a ‘favobiel conservation status of selected habitats. &hes
habitats are assumed to be endangered and Europkl gilay an important role in their conservation.
Generally they are very specific habitats. The @atidn of the conservation status is based ondotgria
set down by Europe. These are the area of theabalté distribution, its quality related to struet and
function and its future prospects.

The overall assessment of conservation status esfdaliowing: 6% of the Belgian habitats are in
‘favourable’ conservation status; 13% are in ‘udfanable inadequate’, 79% ‘unfavourable bad’ and 2%
are in ‘unknown’ status. Figure 3 show the assesspfeconservation status by habitat category.

Forests (17)

Rockyhab. (6) |

P eatlands (11)
Grasslands (5) |
Sclerophilus scrub (4) i
Heath & scrubs (4)

Freshwater hab. (13)

Dunes (11)
Costal hab. (6)

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Figure 3. Overall assessment of conservation stajusabitat category (%). Green (FV): favourablellow (U1):

unfavourable inadequate, red (U2): unfavourable gesly (XX): unknown.
http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/env/monnat/lity@e/habitats_reporting/reporting_2001-2007/ms-repsummaries/national sumarypdf 1/ EN_1.0 &a=d

2.2.1. Flemish Region

Three-quarters of the habitats (37 habitats) angoof conservation status and 15 % (7 habitatsg laav
inadequate conservation status. The latter compwsepeat and marsh habitats, one heathland, two
grassland and two woodland habitats. Consequemntlly, two habitats have a favourable conservation
status, these being one saline habitat (Mudfladissandflats not covered by seawater at low tidd)are
coastal dune habitat (Dunes with Sea Buckthorn)aguatic habitats are of a poor conservation statu
Water and air pollution pose the most serious thris most habitats.
(http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportajli?detail=694&lang=en&id_structuur=23&id_cateqgdrie

2.2.2. Walloon Region

Only one continental habitat is in favourable statOverall, for the continental region, only boxwoo

xerothermic formations were deemed to be in favolerastatus. Rivers, megaphorbic areas and
acidophilous beech forests witlex and Taxuswere deemed to be in an inadequate status. Theg oth
habitats evaluated are in an unfavourable statgsfaA as forests are concerned, factors lowerieg th
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status basically involve the presence of wide diem&ood and dead wood (insufficient volume and
number). No forest habitat in the continental ragi@ad a good evaluation as far as the verticattire

was concerned or the presence of natural regemeratis well as various structural and functioning
problems, the poor evaluation of other formatiomshsas dry heaths, grasslands and screes comes from
the reduced size of their distribution area intretato the land area required for the good fungtig of

the habitat and its long term conservation.

2.2.3. Brussels-Capital Region

In the Brussels-Capital Region, the majority of tiabitats are in an unfavourable conservation statu
Only two habitats, namely the Hydrophilous tall théringe communities 6430 and the Alluvial forests
with Alnus glutinosaandFraxinus excelsio®1EQ, have a rather sufficient conservation stddespite the
small regional scale, that sometimes limits thentjtative potential for natural habitat developments
mainly the habitat quality that causes the generpior conservation status. Therefore, the future
emphasis will lie on improving this habitat quality order to attain a better conservation statusafo
habitat types.

2.2.4. North Sea

The Belgian part of the North Sea consists primarilsandbanks, which are permanently covered hy se
water although there are also areas of reef ligpes consisting of coarse gravel beds with |pefgbles
qualifying under annex | of the EU-Habitats Dirgeti Although from a geomorphologic point of view
these habitats are still largely present, theysagaificantly affected by bottom-trawl fishing aménce
their typical assemblage of species has been dltarer time and habitats such as biogenic oystdsre
that used to occur in those stony areas have dsapgp completely.

3. Main threats to biodiversity

A summary of the main threats to biodiversity irigdem is followed by a more in depth review of some
of these threats, indicators at hand.

3.1. Overview

Proximate causes of biodiversity loss are mostip4naduced.Land conversion-whether for urban and
industrial expansion, agriculture, infrastructurgaurism- is undoubtedly the main cause in oumtigu
It results in the loss, degradation or fragmentaibhabitats, and currently affects all habitgety.

In Flanders, Brussels and the marine area, changesvironmental quality due teutrophication also
impose a heavy pressure on the fauna and flora fitablem is probably less acute in Wallonia, but
pollution (including eutrophication) is nevertheless consdeas the second threat to biodiversity in the
region.

The urban nature of the Brussels-Capital Regiomldeto specific problems, such as a véigh
recreation pressureon green areas. Cities are also important intribclugoints for alien species.

There is a growing attention to the issuenzfsive alien speciesespecially given the rapid expansion of

some introduced plants, fish, amphibians, reptitégls, and of invertebrates such as insects, istayf
mussels, land slugs, etc.
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Climate changeis a growing concern. It already has a percepiibfgact on biodiversity and notably on
the geographical range, phenology and behaviorgsfraisms such as migrating birds and insectssdt al
exacerbates other threats to biodiversity, sudiahgtat fragmentation and biological invasions.

3.2. Pollution and eutrophication
3.2.1. Flemish Region
Exceedance of critical load for eutrophication

The critical load for eutrophication correspondsh® level of atmospheric nitrogen inputs ecosysteam
receive without negative long-term effects on samirogen balance and biodiversity. Atmospheric
deposition of nitrogen in Flanders amounted to\arage of 37.0 kg N/ha in 2006, a reduction of 33 %
compared to 1990. In 2006, nitrogen deposition eded the critical load in 100 % of forest, 100 % of
heathland and 68 % of species rich grassland afeagether, this amounts to 91 % of the nitrogen
sensitive areas. The exceedance in 2006 averageéd#d RN/ha. The mean exceedance is highest int®res
(+23.4 kg N/ha in 2006), followed by heathlands apeécies rich grasslands (+13.4 and +5.8 kg N/ha
respectively in 2006). The exceedance of the elfiticads in Flanders is one of the highest in Eerop
(European Environment Agency, 2005). The averageedance of the critical load has been decreasing
since 1999 (trend 2000-2006: -1.7 kg N/ha/yearthil trend continues, there will be on averagenooe
exceedance of the critical load by 2016.
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportagi?lang=en&detail=57&id_structuur=9

Exceedance of critical load for acidification

The critical load for acidification correspondsthe level of atmospheric inputs of potentially afyichg
nitrogen and sulphur compounds ecosystems canveeagithout negative long-term effects on soil
chemistry and plant growth. The area of sensita@sgstems where deposition of acidifying compounds
exceeded the critical load had steadily been dsrrgaduring the period 1990-2006, primarily as a
consequence of emission reduction policies. In 2806 downward trend was halted and even reversed,
with critical load being exceeded on 49, 22 and/4 bf the area of forests, heathlands and high eatur
value grasslands, respectively. Taken togethercalrioads for acidification were exceeded on 446f6
the overall area covered by sensitive terrestoabgstems in Flanders in 2006. Given the downwairabit

in deposition rates of nitrogen and sulphur, ahierrtdecrease of the area with exceeded criticdl &0

be expected. However, the current 2010 policy tawgé not suffice to allow for spontaneous soll
chemical recovery. A further decrease of deposttates to levels below the critical loads is a ggeisite

for such a recovery and for halting the pressurbiodiversity.
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=57&id_structuur=9

3.2.2. Walloon Region
Enrichment of soils in nitrogen and phosphorous

The enrichment of soils is covered indirectly, Isfimating the transfer of these two elements taewat
bodies. After a continuing rise in the flows ofrogen towards water bodies since 1971, these have g
down by + 10% between 1991 and 2005, essentialystioface water. The change is less marked for
phosphorus, although a downward trend seems to bagen in 1991. This situation can mainly be
explained by the changes in climate phenomenagactien in the use of fertilizers (- 17% for niteoy
and - 60% for mineral phosphorous between 1990 20@6) and a better management of livestock
effluents.http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlatque.aspx?id=p100
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Nitrogen enrichment of forest and semi-natural gstams

According to estimates made for 2005, around 45%omafst land, and almost all other semi-natural eco
systems were affected by exceedance of the critmad of nitrogen. In forests, the situation has
noticeably improved compared to 1990, followingeduction in atmospheric deposits of nitrogen (- 12%
between 1990 and 2004). More sensitive to this kihdisruption than forests, the ecosystems assatia
with open environments (peat bogs, heaths etcg baen higher surpluses of nutrient nitrogen, esibhec

in the Hautes-Fagnes and to the north of the SaarmeMeuse river line. The acidifying effects of
nitrogen deposits are less problematic, in that trdy affect 7 % of forest land. Taking into acobthe
measures planned to reduce nitrogen pollutantss@nis by 2010, forecasts seem to indicate that 40%
forest land is still set to be affected by problevh&utrophication. The (very unlikely) respect @mis-
sion ceilings set by European legislation (200E&LDirective) would mean that more than 90 % of
wooded areas could be preserved. On the other membgeneficial effects are expected for the semi-
natural vegetation of open environments, given thate than 98 % of land masses are still set tfeisuf
the negative impacts of excessive nutrient nitrdgdaout between now and 2010.
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlaltque.aspx?id=p109

Eutrophication of watercourses

The watercourses with the highest concentratioqghofphates are located in the Escaut-Lys, Dentdte a
Senne basins. These basins have a large densitari and industrial areas (discharge of wasterjvase

well as a lot of agricultural soils which are rich phosphorous (P) and susceptible to erosion.
Furthermore, the watercourses concerned show faielgk flows, a fact which intensifies the negative
effects of phosphorous discharges. The Region distén take supplementary measures as well as those
already in place for water bodies which might ndtiave a good ecological status between now ané.201
The measures put forward (1) focus on the domesgiggultural and industrial sectors.
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlslieque.aspx?id=p031

3.2.3. Brussels-Capital Region

In the Brussels-Capital Region, the water qualépehds of the river complex. Most problems withawat
quality concerns nitrogen compounds and suspendsdrials. For the Molenbeek-Pontbeek, Woluwe
and Linkebeek rivers, the norms for the waterse¢a@dnsidered as fishable are relatively well resgakc

in the Geleysbeek and Neerpedebeek this is natabe. Since 1997, progress has been made in tee wat
quality thanks to the setting up of the “Blue netiloSee the following URL for more details:
http://documentation.bruxellesenvironnement.be/dumts/EE2006FR_volet3 eau.PDF?langtype=2060

3.2.4. North Sea

Marine biodiversity is particularly threatened iara@oastal zone and shelf sea, where direct ariceotd
disturbances are concentrated. There is also d temards more industrial activities at sea (sand a
gravel extraction, mariculture, windmills, etc.) Mee pollution remains a concern: riverine input of
nitrates and phosphates causes eutrophicatiore sh#tiine environment, input from hazardous substanc
from land based activities, pollution caused byidertts at sea. Heavy metal input into the Belgiair pf

the North Sea is generally decreasing. Organotmpoands (TBT) are still a major concern, partidylar

in sediment near harbours and shipping lanes. Aadather organic compounds are concerned (PAH,
PCBs, etc.), these hazardous substances remaincarop primarily as a result of past inputs inte th
marine environment.

17



3.3. Invasive alien species
3.3.1. Flemish Region

During the last five years, the number of aliempknd animal species has increased by more thaer25
year in Flanders. The cost of controlling invasipecies (e.g. black cherry and Canada goose)tis hig

Number of alien animal species

This indicator evaluates the cumulative numberpafcges that do not live in Flanders naturally, \wate
introduced through human activities. In 2006, 3iéralvertebrate and 38 invertebrate species were
inventoried (in 1900, the numbers were respectitéhand 4 species).
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=654&id_structuur=19

Number of alien plant species

Between 1900 and 2007, about 900 alien plant speppeared in the Flemish countryside. Nearly 400
established permanent populations. The numberieh abecies increases exponentially. Whether these
species will disappear or spread far beyond tHaepof introduction, is unknown at the moment.
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=56&id_structuur=19

3.3.2. Walloon Region

In the Walloon Region, nearly 300 species of ornatalglants of alien origin are spontaneously depel
ing in nature (naturalised species). Among the®f Bave a high environmental impact and are thezefor
included on the black list. The pressure of intiithn is less significant for vertebrates, but the
proportion of naturalised species appearing in liteek list is much higher (36 %). The pressure of
introduction and the presence of anthropised etesysare particularly high in the north of the Seanb
and-Meuse river line, producing a concentrationob$ervations of exotic species which damage the
environment in this area. The Strategic Plan 20@B32of the administration of the Walloon Region
foresees an item ‘management and survey of invesiem species’ aimed at reducing the threats of
biological invasions. Concrete management acti@ve libeen undertaken on the initiative of the Natura
Parks or River contracts. At the moment howevesdhare still at an experimental stage, and their
coordination will need to be developed at a reditaneel.
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlslieque.aspx?id=p108

3.3.3. Brussels-Capital Region

The number of alien plants present in Brusselsdoasiderably increased since 1960. It has risem fro
about 54 alien species inventoried during the 18804 period, to 301 inventoried in the period 1990-
2005. One plant species out of four is currenthew exotic plant for Brussels. Some of which belamg
the category of invasive alien species. The spewrids the most invasive characteristics &a@lopia
japonicg Solidago canadensis, Fallopia sachalinenditeracleum mantegazzianurRyunus serotina,
Senecio inaequiderandS. gigantea.
Seehttp://documentation.bruxellesenvironnement.be/dwents/EE2006FR_volet2 nature EV.PDF?langtype=2060
for more details.

3.3.4. Belgian part of the North Sea

A study by Kerckhott al. (2007) identified 61 alien species in the Belgiaarine and brackish waters of
which eight are considered cryptogenic. The majasit these species have established self-sustaining
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populations, although for some species the eshabést is uncertain or in need of verification. Four
species, namely the American jack-knife cldinsis directus(Conrad, 1843), the pacific oyster
Crassostrea gigaéThunberg, 1793), the New Zealand barn&dhainius modestuBarwin, 1854 and the
slipper limpetCrepidula fornicata(Linnaeus, 1758) now constitute a dominant pathefBelgian marine
nearshore fauna. These species are invasive, compgath native species, changing the original kebi
and significantly altering the overall biodiversitynd biomass. Prime introduction vectors are shippi
including small recreational craft, and aquacultdree invasion rate has been increasing durindatste
two decades.

3.4. Impact of climate change on biodiversity
3.4.1. Flemish Region
Dragonflies

The first appearance of dragonflies in spring adedngradually between 1984 and 2006, but the degree
of shift varied considerably between species. Eiflthe 26 species analysed, advanced significaRtly

18 species this was not the case. Some speciesd@wted to appear later. During the last 20 ydhes,
flying season of dragonflies has become extendezhtgverage of 2 weeks.

This extension is positively correlated with thergased range of the species. The number of recbrds
Southern European dragonflies increases in Flan@emme species that were only occasional visitors i
the past, such dsestes barbarugow have permanent populations.

See alsohttp://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportali?detail=701&lang=en&id structuur=2td
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?detail=404&lang=en&id structuur=25

Migrating birds

The arrival date for 15 species has been monitdueithg the past 20 years. This arrival date hasiackd
by on average 7.63 days (or 0.45 days/year). Thgelt change was recorded for Common Chiffchaff
(total 20 days or 1.16 days/year), the smallesiMarsh Warbler (total 3 days or 0.17 days/year).

Since some species adapt better than others, iharesk of changes in the food web and/or ecackgi
cohesion of ecosystems. This is illustrated by Fied Flycatcher. The arrival date of this migratory
species advances more slowly than the period afromace of the main food for its young, the catiays

of the Winter Moth. This is a possible cause ofdbeline of this forest woodland bird.

See alsohttp://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportaji?detail=406&lang=en&id_structuur=25
3.4.2. Walloon Region

Dragonflies

For the past decade, the frequency of southerrodfiggspecies has increased significantly. Severtiss
have recently settled down. If various colonisatimnds have always been observed, they used to be
limited in time (e.g. during warm summers). The nawivals are more durable in time, and are
interpreted as a consequence of climate changeieSpeith a more northern distribution also suffem

the rise in temperature as they have quite stabttat requirements.
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportchapitspx?id=ch12

19



Birds

A recent study by BirdLife International predictadnovement in the ranges of European bird speéies o
550 km to the north east by 2100. This study i®8as the “climate envelope” model for a probalse r

of 3°C for the global average temperature. Wallomiauld be the range limit for 60 species, 44 ofahhi
would be on the decline and 16 on the rise. Thesaldvbe 19 new species, and the same number of
species which would disappear.

http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlalieque.aspx?id=p105

Butterflies

The climate's warming benefits certain southerrcigge which have posted the greatest expansions of
their ranges. Still, the lack of relay habitats/itallonia, e.g., "hot" habitats such as chalk geasi$ for
xerothermophilic species, is thought to limit tregthward expansion of a series of other specidshtinze
more demanding habitat requirements and/or areriebde.
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/downfile.asiwA=ffh.pdf&dir=tbe2005en

3.4.3. Brussels-Capital Region

Recent changes in flora indicate that Brussels fieadapting at stony and warmer surfaces, wasoikyr
and warmer ambient temperatures that are typicalrfzan areas. It seems however too soon to atribu
to climate change.

3.4.4. North Sea

Impact of climate change on marine biodiversitgastainly a major concern. More and more species ar
shifting their distribution in a southwards directi species that used to have their natural boiexlar
the eastern channel are now appearing more and along the Belgian coast and further into the
southern North Sea. For an overview, see PhilipgadM. (Ed.) 2007. Impacts of climate changetan t
European marine and coastal environment: ecosystgmoach. ESF Marine Board Position Paper, 9.
European Science Foundation, Marine Board. Stragh&uance: 82 pp.
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Chapter II - Status of National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans

1. Introduction

Given the structure of the country, as a federalestomposed of communities and region, there are
several levels of biodiversity policy developmemBelgium.

Belgium has adopted its first National Biodivers8trategy (2006-2016) in October 2006. It is avdda
at: http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/strataatphational_strategie biodiversity en.pdf

The three Belgian Regions - the Flemish Region\Wadloon Region and the Brussels-Capital Region -

each have their own strategic documents and aptéors in relation to biodiversity:

- The objectives for the conservation of biodiversitythe Flemish Region are included in the Policy
Plan for Environment and Nature (2003-2007, extdntte 2010) under a specific chapter on
biodiversity:http://www.Ine.be/themas/beleid/beleidsplanning
Since 2006 the Agency for Nature and Forests asadte own Strategic Plan and a yearly operational
plan giving more detailed information on objectivestions and indicators related to actions and
processes for the conservation and managementwenéorests and green spaces.

- The strategic plan 2008-2013 of the administraiionharge of agriculture, natural resources and the
environment in the Walloon Region includes biodsugrobjectives (no web link).

- The biodiversity policy of the Brussels-Capital ey is partially guided by the Regional
Development Plan, priority 9.4 ‘Green and blue rokv
http://www.prd.irisnet.be/fr/priorites/priorite09rh#4.

At the federal level, the government has identifigidrity policies for biodiversity in its FederBlan for
Sustainable Development (second plan: 2004-2008d thlan 2009-2012 under preparation). See
http://www.plan2009.be/The federal government has also established atéviglan’ for the management
of the Belgian North Sea.

2. National Biodiversity Strateqy 2006-2016

2.1. Description

Belgium’s National Biodiversity Strategy (NBS) wadopted by the Interministerial Conference for the
Environment, which is composed of the competentisters of the Federal Government and the three
Regions of Belgium (Flanders, Brussels, Walloniap6 October 2006.

The strategy is a framework document that supghdsntegration and the fine-tuning of Regional and
Federal action plans. It is the Belgian answehtformal obligation under the CBD, while also taki
into account existing strategies, plans and doctsrenpan-)European level.

The strategy gives strategic political orientatidoscontribute towards the achievement of the 2010

Biodiversity target. It spells out a range of 1%opty strategic objectives which will be transldtato
actions in a second stage.
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The 15 objectives are the following:

1) Identify and monitor priority components of biodisiy in Belgium.

2) Investigate and monitor the effects of threatemiracesses and activities and their cause.

3) Maintain or rehabilitate biodiversity to a favoulaleonservation status.

4) Ensure and promote sustainable use of componebisdifersity.

5) Improve the integration of biodiversity concerntiall social and economic sectoral policies.

6) Promote and contribute to an equitable accessdosharing of benefits arising from the use of
genetic resources.

7) Improve and communicate scientific knowledge ordbiersity.

8) Involve the community through communication, edimegtpublic awareness and training.

9) Strengthen biodiversity-related regulatory framdwand ensure compliance of biodiversity-
related legislations.

10) Ensure consistency between and a coherent implati@niof biodiversity-related commitments
and agreements.

11) Ensure continued and effective international coafpen for the protection of biodiversity.

12) Influence the international agenda within biodivtsrselated conventions.

13) Enhance Belgium’s effort to integrate biodiversincerns in relevant international organizations
and programs.

14) Promote sustainable forest management in othertiGesin

15) Ensure the provision of adequate resources forvagogity.

The NBS further lists 78 operational objectivegtnde and help implementation. These objectiveswer
chosen in a participatory process with the diffesarors of society.

In order to inform stakeholder of the existence aadtent of the NBS, a folder was drafted in French
Dutch and German. The folder was sent to a bro&atigpaoncerned by implementation (regional, federal
and local authorities, communities, actors for bhietsity conservation, other sectors, scientific
institutions, non-governmental organizations).

2.2. Targets and indicators
Neither specific actions nor targets are adoptedh& Strategy itself but they will be adopted and

developed in a later stage in the implementatiocgss, in consultation with all the actors for lpredsity
in Belgium. However, specific targets and actiorsiacluded in the plans of the Regions.

2.3. Relation with the Convention on Biological Digrsity

The text of the NBS clearly identifies, for eachjeaive, the link with articles of the CBD, thentati
programs of work, guidelines, etc. adopted undeiCGbnvention.

2.4. Progress in implementation

The first review of the strategy will be carried @t mid-term (2011). The work will start in 2010dawill
be undertaken by the national Steering CommittéadiBersity Convention’.

It is important to underline that since the Regiansl the Federal level have already developed gaad
implementing) their own plans and programmes, $igeactions have already been taken and several
operational objectives of the National Biodivers8jrategy are therefore already (at least partbindp
implemented.
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In order to have a clearer picture of the currégogson, a table summarizing the level of implenagion,

at regional and federal level, for each of the dlijes identified in the strategy is being devethp€his
allows evaluating the actions already done on tloairgd and the actions that still need to be done to
achieve the 2010 target.

Some examples of implementation:

- Establishment of an integrated, representativecahdrent network of terrestrial and marine protkcte
areas at national and transboundary levels. Ab&Ut af the territory at land and sea is designated a
Natura 2000 sites.

- Promotion of the integration of biodiversity contefinto all social and economic sectoral policies
and establishment of partnerships at all level efislon making. A stakeholders’ debate on these
issues was organised in 2008 (the ‘Spring Debath@iknvironment’).

- Definition of a common Belgian methodology for tikentification and monitoring of biodiversity
and application of SEBI 2010 indicators to harmensata when reporting to European and
International organisations. It should be noted ®BD indicators are being used in Flanders since
2005 and reported upon on a yearly basip(//www.biodiversityindicators.fe

- Financing of scientific research contributing toe thest knowledge on, and understanding of
biodiversity, ecosystems services and functioreir thalue and their socio-economic benefits.

- Development of national coordinated CEPA actions tbea 2010 Biodiversity Target. Yearly
celebration of the International Biodiversity Dajfromotion of public engagement towards
biodiversity conservation, e.g. through the natiomampaign ‘I give life to my planet
(http://www.vip.biodiv.bg, biodiversity campaign ‘Bombylius’ hftp://www.bombylius.be press
releases, etc.

- Promotion of synergies at national and internatidegel to ensure a coherent implementation of
biodiversity-related agreements. Organization dfonal thematic workshops on the use of UNEP-
IUCN TEMATEA modules [ittp://www.tematea.olg

- Development of a common strategic approach to atr@dintroduction and mitigate the impacts of
Invasive Alien Species. Several joint initiativesvle been undertaken to tackle the issue of invasive
alien species:

o Development of black/grey lists of invasive aligresies based on a standardised impact
assessment protocol (ISEIA) (Scientific forum orsliAtp://ias.biodiversity.be

0 Reviewing/update of existing legislation to prevéntroduction of IAS in Belgium
(which will lead to an import/export ban of some SAat federal level, ban of
commercialization of some IAS in Brussels, etc.),

o0 Consultation of plant and breeding sectors to m®eeawareness and understanding of the
issue and identification of the most appropriateasoees (e.g. labelling, substitution,
information, etc.),

o Co-organization of workshop SOS invasions gathepalicy makers, des scientist and
other stakeholders,

0 Research projects relating to IAS,

0 Development of public awareness tools.
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- Adoption of biodiversity criteria in public procurent policies. For example, Federal and Regional
authorities encourage the use of certified wood inpublic works
(http://www.guidedesachatsdurableg.be

- Make best use of Belgian expertise to supportrtmdmentation of biodiversity-related conventions
in developing countries, facilitate technology sfam and provide adequate capacity building.

2.5. Obstacles and challenges
Some of the main obstacles and challenges encednitethe implementation are the following:

- A better coordination is needed to increase coloereto fill the gaps left by existing Belgian
instruments and to obtain a global vision on thpl@mentation status of the NBS.

- There is a need to define a common Belgian metlggobnd tools for the identification and
monitoring of Belgian biodiversity (each level avgrnment currently has its own methodology)

- There should be a greater involvement of all ssatoncerned in the implementation of the NBS, in
order to promote a better sectoral integrationiodiilversity.

- There is clearly a lack of funding to implement gtieategy, since no specific financial resourcegsha
been attributed for its implementation.

- There is a lack of human resources for the cootidimaof implementation and follow-up of the
strategy.

- Although the situation has been improving in thstew years, the importance of biodiversity i sti
not understood at its full value, whether by poimgkers or by other stakeholders.

3. Regional and Federal action plans

3.1. Flemish Region: Policy Plan for Environment ad Nature 2003-(2007-)2010

The Flemish objectives for the conservation of hiedsity are included in the Policy Plan for
Environment and Nature (2003-2007, extended to RQf@er a specific chapter ‘Biodiversity’. See also
http://www.Ine.be/themas/beleid/beleidsplannifpe follow-up of the implementation of this pgliplan

is carried out using CBD-relevant indicators. Theae be found atttp://www.biodiversityindicators.be
Pages in English are available.

Some of the most important operational objectivesgaven below.

Extension of the area with conservation managenidrd.Flemish Environmental Policy Plan (2003-2010)
targeted 50,000 ha with active conservation managerhy 2007. These areas include the officially
recognised nature and forest reserves managed ripgaw@rnmental organisations, local authorities or
private owners, the nature and forest reserves geahhy the Flemish government and the militaryssite
mainly managed for conservation. A method of qudginty the effectiveness of this conservation
management is still under development. It is cteat biodiversity within these areas is much highan
outside of them. At the start of the planning pagrfend 2002) the area with conservation management
covered 29,480 ha, or 59% of the target. By the @n2007, 39,365 ha, or 79% of the target had been
reached. Nearly half of the increase was achiev@decognised nature reserves which are managed by
non-governmental organisations. If the presentdtreontinues, the target will be achieved by 2013.
However, if the decline in funds for nature acdiosi continues, there will be a further delay.
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Sites designated under the EU Habitats and Birdeddives In Flanders, 24 Special Protection Areas
have been designated with a total area of 98,428rha 3% of the Flemish territory. There were 88ss
designated and put on the list of Sites of Commyuiniterest by the European Commission. The Sites of
Community Interest have a total area of 104,8880h&;,.8% of the Flemish territory. The total Natura
2000 area comprises 166,187 ha (12.3% of the Hhetaisestrial area). Marine areas are not included,
they are under the jurisdiction of the Belgian fadlgovernment. In 2008, there was a limited insecia

the Sites of Community Interest, when the main okaof the Sea Scheldt and IJzer were included. An
international comparison shows that 12.3% is lowamparison to the European average, but high when
compared to neighbouring densely populated regions.

Spatial planning for nature and forest ared$e land destination maps are being actualisedclade the
designation of the Flemish Ecological Network thapports and enhances Natura 2000, and to extent
green destinations for nature and for forest.

Site-specific instrument3hese instruments give a framework for conseswatheasures and for setting

up partnerships:

- development of conservation objectives for SCI 8R@ sites (Natura 2000)

- site-specific Nature Objectives Plans

- projects for nature development and restoratigpe@ally in Natura 2000 sites

- development and implementation of management glansature reserves, forest reserves, parks and
green spaces

Species protectiorDevelopment and implementation of species primegilans, measures for restoration
of living spaces and habitats for endangered spegplate of Red Lists.

Acquisition of lando safeguard the most vulnerable and importantrabtalues.

Support of local authorities (provincial and mumial authorities), regional landscape groups, NG@s
enhancdocal actions for conservation measures and ppatiicin.

Transboundary cooperatiofor ensuring harmonised approaches for the managem transboundary
nature and forest areas.

Cooperation with stakeholdets enhance their sense of responsibility in cors®n and management
efforts: management agreements with private anthess sector; agri-environment agreements; finhncia
and technical support for forest owners, huntiraugs, fishermen groups.

Enhance the knowledge basis and monitoriagsupport and evaluate policy issues, delivea dat
communication and reporting and develop the scigotiey interface.

Promote communication on conservation of naturesdioand green spaceés enhance public awareness
and participation.

3.2. Walloon Region: the administration’s StrategidPlan 2008-2013

In Wallonia, the administration in charge of agliare, natural resources and the environment has
adopted its strategic plan for the period 2008-20lf#s plan contains four actions directly related
nature and biodiversity protection. These actiorsaacompanied by targets and indicators.

() by 2013, aframework decree on natuvering all component of the regional territorijl e
adopted.
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(i) in order to enhance the implementation of Meura 2000 networkdesignation billswill be
adoptedfor the 240 Natura 2000 sites (all of the Wall@ites) corresponding to approximately
13% of the Walloon territory.

(i) a Nature Action Plarwill be elaboratedit will aim at a better integration of nature issue all
relevant sectors and at encouraging exploitaticsh management methods favourable to wild
species. This plan should involve all public ant/ate stakeholders. It will define the general
objectives for recovery/restoration of nature/bieasity and to achieve the goal of stopping the
loss of biodiversity in Wallonia.

(iv) thedurability of forests ecosystems and wild habitils be ensured through the achievement of
forests and government nature reserve managemnemg.plrhis specifies that 6 500 ha of forests
must be designated as reserves by 2013. Manageguaerst must be elaborated each year for 1
300 ha of natural reserves and for 12 500 ha diigfdrests from 2008 to 2012.

Other actions of this strategic plan will also haveadded value for biodiversity such as:
- Management and survey of invasive alien spetiese will be measures aiming at reducing the
threats due to biological invasions in Wallania
- Integrated management plans for water courses
- Etc.

The newForestry codgentered into force end 2008) for the Walloon Ragbuts emphasis on forestry
practices that encourage biodiversity. Accordinghte new Forestry Code, at least 3% of the public
broad-leaved forests must be under integral regaatection status.

3.3. Brussels-Capital Region: Regional DevelopmeRian and upcoming policy developments

Regional Development Plan

The biodiversity policy of the Brussels-Capital Regis partially guided by the Regional Development
Plan — priority 9.4 “Green and blue network”.

The Green Network Programme intends to gradually build a network of green ssafparks, woods,
forests and gardens) linked together by greendmsi(green avenues, road and railway embankments,
etc). The programme emphasises the cohesion atiduionof green spaces and semi-natural areasan t
urban environment. Its purpose is to integrate dbenic, aesthetic, social, recreational and eccdbgi
functions of green spaces and develop their interectivity. One of the prime objectives of the Gree
Network Programme is to increase biodiversity. Ngeen areas are intended to be created (mosthein t
very centre of the town), green walls, green raofd other greenery of buildings and public spaces a
promoted. (seehttp://www.prd.irisnet.be/fr/priorites/priorite09rh#4). The Blue Network Programme
aims to have an integrated, durable and ecologigadtified management of open waterways in Brisssel
The "blue network" is made up of small rivers, pe@ahd marshes. It is dedicated to the enhancerment o
natural values and biodiversity while maintainihg access of the public to the areas concerned.

Upcoming policy developments

In addition, Brussels is currently working on thab®ration of a regional plan for nature and biedsity.
A draft is expected for late 2010. The requiremédatdhe elaboration of such a plan appears irdtiaét
of the new coordinated regional law about naturiéc{as 6 and 8 to 11) which should be adoptedd@2
The regional plan would be revised every 5 yeaxoitld include among others:

- Political targets for nature and biodiversity (qti@tive and qualitative).

- The map of the Brussels ecological network.

- Measures to implement the targets.
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- A planning of the implementation of the measures.
- Alist of legal dispositions in opposition with ¢gats to be modified.
- An assessment of the required budget.

The elaboration of a regional plan for nature aindiibersity is part of the Brussels commitment floe
2010 biodiversity target signed in March 2009 @wuntdown 2010 initiative) together with the sigmrat
of an agreement with ICLEI to participle in theihB program (Local Action for Biodiversity).

http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiPaliers/informer.aspx?id=3342&langtype=2060

The new draft on nature legislation also foresbesefaboration of more specific action plans @rand
12 to 14). These action plans would aim at:

- the amelioration of the conservation status of rispecies and habitats.

- the struggle against biodiversity threats suchnaasive alien species.

- the encouragement of sustainable use of biodiyersinponents.

Up to now 13 action plans are in preparation. T¢mycern:

- the amelioration of the conservation status of &ebilies, 4 mammals, 1 bird and 1 amphibian
species Thecla betulae, Satyrium w-album, Apatura iris, Marfoina, Martes martes, Eliomys
quercinus, Muscardinus avellanarius, Riparia ripgrSalamander salamander)

- the struggle against invasive alien species: 3iepanf parakeets breeding in het Brussels-Capital
Region Psittacula krameri, Psittacula eupatria, Myopsitteonachu}

The scientific contributions to these action plars on the point to be finalised.

The Brussels-Capital Region also supports the @mophd realisation of Local Agenda 21. Up to n@v 1
communities and 4 Social Assistance Centres arkdated. Several of them carry out actions to eskan
local biodiversity.
Seehttp://www.leefmilieubrussel.be/Templates/Professms/informer.aspx?id=2906&detail=tab3

Neighbourhoods that engage in a sustainable dynéintluding biodiversity) are also supported by the
Brussels-Capital Region.
See:http://www.leefmilieubrussel.be/Templates/PartietdiNiveau2.aspx?id=3204&langtype=2060

3.4. Federal level: Federal Plan for Sustainable elopment

The Second Federal Plan for Sustainable Develop2@d-2008 (FPSD2) was adopted by the Federal
Council of Ministers on 24 September 2004. Acti@id devoted to biodiversity and actions 19 and 20
deal with forests and marine waters. The sustagnalalnagement of human activities at sea falls uthaer
umbrella of a ‘Master Plan’ for the North Sea.

Action 18 of FPSD2 foresees the integration of Wiexsity issues into four key sectors: transpdre t
economy, development cooperation and researchegifgpaction plan for the integration of biodivitys
in those four federal key sectors has therefore lobeeeloped to put Action 18 into practice. It Skidoe
adopted in September 2009.

For each action, the plan identifies the respoesalstor for implementation, a calendar of impleragah

as well as budget necessary for implementationmipi@s of actions are the following:

- Economy: a better integration of biodiversity irethctions financed by the Belgian export credit
agency, through the provision of training and thgaaisation of awareness raising activities (dedct
towards customers, staff, executive committee) adl vas the inclusion of biodiversity in
environmental impact assessment of projects

27



- Development cooperation: the development of a tbdfat will help better integrate environment
(and in particular biodiversity) in projects fundeyglthe Belgian Development Cooperation

- Transport: the provision for the sustainable mansege of fields and infrastructures of the Belgian
railways company (ecological maintenance of embamks and use of less aggressive and less
polluting products for clearance of weeds fromttiaeks)

- Science policy: the set up of research projectsttier evaluation of the socio economic value of
biodiversity in Belgium.

The policy plan for the management of the marinetgmted areas was prepared in 2008 and has been
approved in 2009.
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Chapter Il - Sectoral and cross-sectoral integratbn or mainstreaming of
biodiversity considerations

1. Introduction

As mentioned in chapter 2, Belgium’'s national siggt federates the country’s various biodiversity
initiatives into one common framework of action.e0of its overarching principles is sectoral inteigma
Objective 4 of the strategy deals with sustainalide issues such as sustainable product policies,
agriculture, fisheries, forestry, hunting and teori Objective 5 focuses specifically on sectoral
integration. It targets stakeholder partnerships;itvolvement of the private sector; the identifion of
negative and positive effects in land use planniray)sport and energy; encourages the developnient o
financial instruments for biodiversity; foresees thtegration of biodiversity concerns into natioegport
credit policy and in import and export decisionac@urages the implementation of CITES, and also
maintains and reinforces the social function ofibiersity.
(http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/strataatphational_strategie_biodiversity en.pdf

The various administrations of the regional and féderal government are the main implementation
bodies of the national strategy. They ensure thatobjectives provided in the biodiversity strategg
met through adequate initiatives.

2. Flemish Regqion

The sectoral integration is enhanced and suppdntedigh concrete actions, often based on protamols
cooperation agreements with the relevant sectoneSexamples are given below:

Water management

- Defragmentation of rivers (carried out in cooperation with the administratajrwaterways and local
authorities). The fragmentation of watercoursesvieys and sluices, together with the degradation of
water and habitat quality, is an important probfenthe conservation of aquatic species, in padicu
fish. In 1996, Benelux countries announced theetition of achieving free fish migration in all wat
catchments by 2010. The Flemish Environmental Pdhlan (2003-2010) aims to achieve free fish
migration within a priority network of 3000 kthat comprises the most important breeding sitels an
migration routes. An evaluation of the Benelux &iton shows that restoration is in progress, but fa
too slowly to achieve the 2010 target. A postpongme 2015 (90%) and 2021 (100%) is under
preparation, synchronising the target with the Baem Water Framework Directive. By the end of
2007, 116 of the 796 barriers (15 %) along thisvoet had been dealt with. If the present trend
continues, the fish migration barriers on the giyonetwork will be removed by 2047, far later than
2015. Obstacles to a swifter achievement are ladludget and work force and social complications.
Meanwhile, migratory fish species are recoveririghsly, probably as a result of improving water
quality. http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=567&id_structuur=54

- Fish index According to the Water Framework Directive thgeshive of good and high ecological
quality should be defined for each water type rmieof biotic scores for phytobenthos, macrophytes,
invertebrates and fish. At this moment the datéseflanders is limited to invertebrates and fihe
score system used for fish is the IBI (Index oftRidntegrity). This index evaluates different niesr
of the type specific fish community. Results araikable for two periods: 1995-1999 and 2000-2004.
No sampling point reached the minimum standardooidgecological status in 1994-1999, while only
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one sampling point out of the 250 reached thisdstathafter 2000. Following the same trend in the
future, the goal of 2015 will not be reached.
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=678&id_structuur=60

Agriculture

- Agri-environment schemes(in cooperation with the administrations for largeumanagement and
agriculture). Schemes for field margin managemard #or the management of small landscape
elements (pools, hedges, wooded banks), which aistrengthen the ecological infrastructure in
farmland areas, have been widely adopted by farmerthe end 2007, 1 236 ha of field margins (4.9
times the target) had been installed and scheme&l{@ ha of wooded banks and 179 km of hedges
were in place (60% of the target). The agri-envinental schemes aimed at the development,
conservation and restoration of specific farmlampetcges and communities have been far less
successful. By the end of 2007 only 37% of theridéal 1 500 ha for species protection (meadow
birds and Common Hamster) and 29% of the intend@@0ha for botanical grassland management
had been realised.

- Area under organic farming (actions supported by the administrations for agiice and land use
management). The area under organic farming inecetesm 640 ha in 1994 to 4 026 ha in 2001.
However, between 2002 and 2005 the total arealendumber of organic farms decreased noticeably.
In 2006 this trend was halted with a slight inceeasthe organically farmed area to 3 836 ha in7200
This area corresponds to about 0.62% of the tatahlind area in Flanders. Several socio-economic
factors underpin the stagnation since 2000. Firbilylogical farmers have experienced difficulties
marketing their products. Secondly, traditionahfarg organisations erroneously uphold the idea that
organic farming is technically and economicallyslesistainable. The stagnation of organic farming in
Flanders since 2001 sharply contrasts with thengtiocrease in organically farmed area elsewhere in
the EU-15, where organic farms comprised about #i#heototal farmland area in 2005.

Forestry

- Area with management according to the criteria for sustainable forest management(in
cooperation with the private forest ownengpported financially and technically by the Agerioy
Nature & Forest). Forest management plans are onyedecompulsory for all forests larger than 5 ha.
Private owners are offered the choice between dunind extensive management plans, whereas
extensive management plans are compulsory for @édalests. They are also compulsory for private
forests located within certain nature oriented lasé planning areas. The other private owners are
encouraged to develop extensive management plemsgth grants and forest owner groups. Between
1990 and 2006, 42 190 ha of forest management péans approved (13 958 ha extensive and 28
232 ha limited). Around 29% of the 150 000 ha ddrkish forest area is now covered by approved
management plans. At the moment, there is no detitable to evaluate the effectiveness of forest
management. An analysis shows that limited foreanagement plans gradually increase their
attention towards the ecological functions of ftse#s the total forest area is three times the eiz
the area with conservation management, forest nesmegt plans are an important tool for
maintaining biodiversity.

Military areas

- Cooperation agreement with the Ministry of Defencdor the management of the nature areas on
military domains.The agreement includes nature areas on the vamdiary domains covering in
total about 15.000 ha in Belgium for which managemm@ans are being developed, implementation
of measures for restoration and management, andtariag is being carried out. Part of the costs is
covered by the income of wood sale. A large pathisf surface is also designated as Natura 2000 for
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which an important LIFE-Nature project supportgéascale restoration actions, mapping of habitats
and species distribution, dialogue for integrateahagement planning that takes into account nature
functions and military use.

Business and biodiversity

Several actions related with business sector haea bet up in the framework of the Environmentdyoli
Plan (2003-2007, recently extended till 2010).

- Sector-specific platformshave been established under the Department fardement, Nature and
Energy for exchanging information and sharing eigmee between administrations of the regional
environment authority and user groups such as:r&mwient and Agriculture, Environment and
Industries, Environment and Consumers. The maieabbes of these platforms is to look into (1)
possible common programmes in which the actorseatgréake up their responsibilities and through
which the environmental performance can be imprpy2dcooperate for improving jurisdiction and
instruments and sector specific objectives.

The objectives of the Agency for Nature & Forestslude other specific actions to enhance the
integration of biodiversity concern and measuresfmservation with socio-economic objectives:

- Aspects that are being explored includediegelopment of incentive measuresuch as green taxes,
support for land rehabilitation and restorationnature and landscape values, support for private —
public partnerships for biodiversity conservatiati@ans

- New ways are being explored for effectiitegration of biodiversity into sectoral economic
activities, such as improving the biodiversity @it of environmental impact assessments, site
management and conservation of biodiversity on dasnaf private companies, sustainable provision
of raw materials, sustainable harvests and resonacegement, certification schemes,...

- Consultation groups are set up between the Agency for Nature & Foresis: Drink Water
Companies, Waste Water Management (Aquafin), Wadstadling Companies (Remo), the
Departments Waterwegen & Zeekanaal (Waterways @adC&nal) and De Scheepvaart (Shipping),
Port Authorities to discuss environmental impacteasments and other approaches, finding best
solutions for limited impacts and for mitigationddor compensation measures and identify voluntary
practices to enhance natural carrying capacity eexusystem functions. For example, there is a
cooperation agreement between the Agency for Na&urerests and REMO for the implementation
of an ‘Action plan for restoration and developmehhabitats’ on the sites of the waste management
company. There is also a strategic planning profmsisarbour development located in Natura 2000
sites that includes actions for restoration andseoration of habitats and species.

- Consultation group between Agency Nature & Forests, the DepartmentfidbResources and the
Quarry Companies for sand and gravel exploitatmexplore relation with biodiversity values and
the proposed locations for the quarries, and dss@ions for finding best solutions for limited
impacts in the framework of ElAs, and for compeiwset and rehabilitation of natural values after
their exploitation. For example with the sand minicompany SIBELCO a cooperation agreement
was developed to restore the natural values dfeesand winning.

- With the private sector in energy production froionbass ways are explored for effective production
and retail of biomass from the Agency’s nature famelst areas.

- Consultation and advisory committees have beenupetvith several sector groups to enhance
integration of biodiversity issues into their padis: agriculture, river fisheries, foresters, husite
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Cooperation with local authorities

Under the Cooperation Framework with local autlesitmunicipals receive financial and technical
support for projects they submit for nature conagBown actions. 226 out of 318 municipalities
undersigned the cooperation agreement for ‘natuaefd 122 projects for specific actions received
financial support. About 50% of these projects @wned acquisition and restoration of nature of dbre
areas, 14% for species protection actions. Theroffiejects include installation of green roofs,
development and implementation of management gtarsarks and for road or river verges.

Private-public partnerships and stakeholder invohent

- The private-public cooperation project that wasiglsthed for the protection of natural and cultural
heritage of the Herkenrode abbey and its surrogndieas provides a framework for the restoration
of the Herkenrode classified monument as well asHe restoration and development of the natural
values of the abbey garden, agricultural land amthards. The project includes partners from the
environment administration, tourism departmentyprcial authority and private sector.

- Private forest owners are organised in forest ggamipich receive technical and financial support for
the development and implementation of forest mamage plans that take into account forest
biodiversity aspects.

- Commissions have been established with the pralimtier fisheries representatives and anglers
groups for an integrated planning and follow upnwinagement measures of fish populations and
river systems.

- Hunters are organised in Wildlife Management Uttt receive technical and financial support for
the planning and implementation of hunting actestand wildlife management measures.

- With the Youth Organisation a charter was signeddf5 describing ways and means for the use of
nature sites and forest areas for their out-dotviaes while ensuring protection of natural vadue
The National Park Hoge Kempen integrates objectife@ssocio-economic activities, recreation
networks and measures for biodiversity conservadimhawareness raising.

- The NGO Natuurpunt sets up partnerships with peicatmpanies for nature development and species
protection measures on the areas around theiribgddand developed fact sheets to enhance such
practices by others.

3. Walloon Region

Water management

- Morphological quality of watercourses out of the 354 bodies of surface water in the [d¢a
Region, around 70 % are qualified as «natural», 25% «heavily modified» (in other words,
penalised by major obstacles to the circulatiofishf or with artificial banks), and the remaining®
are «artificial» surface water bodies (canals). Bw Water Framework Directive stipulates the
implementation of a network monitoring the hydropiwlogical quality of watercourses. The
Walloon network will be operational by 2009. A leetunderstanding of the physical status of wa-
tercourses should help target and adapt measuesdglincluded in the Walloon project of river
basin district management plan. The main actiomstaiprohibit access to the watercourses for gattle
to restore the functionality of rivers or to managatercourses and their annexes in an ecological
manner http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlagque.aspx?id=p089

- Ecological quality of watercoursesin 2007, more than 65 % of the 54 sites in thevesliance
network presented water of good or high ecologicallity. While water is generally of a (very) good
quality in forest areas, it often becomes bad wiiegee is a high level of urbanisation, industrg an
intensive farming. The number of sites where th@aggcal quality of the water is moderate to very
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good has slightly improved over the last 15 yedisis improvement is connected to increasing
awareness on the part of the general public (itiquéatr through River Contracts) and new legislatio
the effects of which have been seen in the increasiee level of treatment of waste water and the
reduction in pollutant waste water discharges. thplementation of the “Programme de gestion
durable de I'azote en agriculture” and the ecolalgiestoration of watercourses also seem to hade ha
positive effectshttp:/environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlatque.aspx?id=p090

Agriculture

The agri-environmental measureslargely relate to biodiversity, the landscape amdtection of
surface and underground waters. At the end of 208&cly half of farmers were involved in one or
more agri-environmental measure. The most sucdessfasures were those for hedges, isolated
items (trees, ponds) and winter coverage of thergitdoefore a spring crop. More than 9,600 km of
hedges were subsidised as AEMs in 2006, while n&&J000 hectares of fields were given winter
coverage (just under 20 % of the land covered bymhin arable spring crops). The agri-enviromental
programmes are reviewed regularly in order to tatige most effective measures and priority zones
from an environmental perspective. Comparing theaton in the Walloon Region at the end of 2006
with the aims of the Plan wallon de DéveloppemantaR(PDR) 2000-2006(2) shows that apart from
the lengths of hedges and maintenance of low lbekstiensities, which have been very successful,
the aims of the PDR have generally only been 580té&6 successful. It should also be observed that
the budget allocated to the AEMs was 14.2 millioim 007, which was five times the 2004 budget
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlaltque.aspx?id=p018

- The number obrganic farms and their cultivated areas are on the rise. Atetin@ of 2007, organic
plots covered 29,200 hectares (mainly grazing lamd3.9 % of the agricultural land used. The récen
increase (2006 and 2007) can be explained by thkementation of a more generous regional support
scheme (subsidies) and a more encouraging contagtegsed awareness of producers and
consumershttp://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlaggue.aspx?id=p019.

Forestry

- A newForestry Codeentered in force in Wallonia end 2008. The ainthefnew code is to safeguard
the regeneration and sustainability of forestsywalf as an optimum dynamic balance between its
economic, ecological and social roles. Certain ahjes are imposed on both public and private land
owners (choice of species appropriate to local itimms, diversification, measures favouring biodi-
versity, restricting clear cutting, drainage anglt) reasonable opening up to the public, etc.).

- In the Walloon Region, PEFCertified forests cover nearly 268,000 ha, or 49% of the Region’s
forest areas. Nearly 90% of certified forest lamtbhgs to public landowners. In 2006, a new ‘Plan d
progres pour la gestion forestiere wallonne’ (focuments, go tattp://www.pefc.bg was drawn up
for 2007-2011 by a task group which included allkeholders. It contains 11 objectives organised
into 27 actionshttp://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlaieque.aspx?id=p022

Land use planning

- Wallonia’s 23 ‘plans de secteur’ (land use planpimgainly aim to manage the pressure that
urbanisation puts on the area by defining zoneghvban be built on (270,000 ha) and zones to be
used for agriculture, forests, or wildlife (1,40000ha). The areas defined in the ‘plans de secteur’
largely correspond to actual use for agricultuaald (91% of agricultural land in agricultural zones
and forest land (88% of forests in forest zone®weler, 27 % of the wildlife areas defined in the
PDSs are built orhttp://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportproldéque.aspx?id=p001
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The principle of compensation since 2005 in Wallonia, any new zone to be urbeshimust be
compensated either by a modification going in ttheodirection, for a similar-sized area not to be
urbanised (agricultural, forest, natural, etc.), lmy “alternative compensation defined by the
Government”. Furthermore, the implementation ofamibation projects within the framework of the
ZACCs (zones d’'aménagement communal conceig@ends on an urban and environmental report
which must look at the impact that the projects maye.

Military areas

Cooperation agreement with the Ministry of Defencdor the management of the nature areas on
military domains.The agreement includes nature areas on the vamdiary domains covering in
total about 15.000 ha in Belgium for which managein@ans are being developed, implementation
of measures for restoration and management, andtariag is being carried out. Part of the costs is
covered by the income of wood sale. A large pathisf surface is also designated as Natura 2000 for
which an important LIFE-Nature project supportgéascale restoration actions, mapping of habitats
and species distribution, dialogue for integrateahagement planning that takes into account nature
functions and military use.

Local authorities and stakeholder involvement

Several initiatives on the basis of tharticipatory approach contribute to biodiversity protection in
Wallonia: Municipality plans for Nature developmgi®CDN), Nature Parks, and River Contracts
(Contrats de Rivieres). They include actions inofavof biodiversity conservation and protection at
local scale. Two other nature development programfioeus on “roadside management” (e.qg.
through late mowing) and “attics and steeples2007, 62 % of municipalities were involved in one
or two programmes and 18 % in three programmesr Faunicipalities are involved in all of the
programmes. There were 47 municipalities which vimerteyet involved in any programmes. The most
successful programmes are the «roadside» ands«atitcsteeples» conventions.
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlslieque.aspx?id=p115

River contracts are participative management structures whoseisito bring together everyone
working in the same water catchment basin, whethey come from a political, administrative,
financial, associative or scientific background, ander to define a programme for restoring
watercourses and their surrounding areas in a osnaéway. Since 1993, 19 river committees have
been formed, working on 19 river basins coveringanihan 78 % of Wallonia. Furthermore, 196
Walloon municipalities have become partners invarricontract. The total land area covered by
signatory municipalities is + 12,000 km2, or 71 % tbe region. the river contracts currently
incorporate more than 5,000 actions, the majofitylich (69 %) are intended to practically preserve
and improve the qualitative (physical, chemical amalogical), quantitative, historical and aestbeti
aspects of watercourses.

Business and biodiversity

Some examples of public-private partnerships:

Elia (and formerly Electrabel) have signed conwargiwith the Nature and Forest administration for
the ecological management of areas under highg®kdectrical lines.

Electrabel (electricity provider) sponsors sevgnajects including the ‘Aquascope de Virelles’, an
interpretation centre on wetland areas

Electrabel, Triodos, Vivara are partners of thaireprotection organisation Natagora

Interbrew (In-Bev, a brewery multinational) sporssarprize for nature conservation initiatives
Valvert (mineral water company) finances a Natuhe Festival.
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- GlaxoSmithKline has a programme for the rehabititabf wetlands around one of its site and has a
public awareness programme for its staff members.

- Natagora has established partnerships with prisatepanies for the greening of spaces around their
buildings and infrastructure (nature-friendly dehent of sites).

- There are conventions with quarry companies foptieservation of swallow populations.

- There are rehabilitation plans set up with cemeatrity companies so that sites that are not exploite
anymore can be returned to natural areas.

- ECOSEM is a private company (university spin-offgsialised in the production of indigenous seeds
and plants of local provenance.

Consultation groups and advice bodies

- A consultative group has been set up within thel®@al administration to have clear indications on
which agricultural lot can benefit of agricultufalancial aids. Natura 2000 sites and Natural neser
have now a particular status so as to continueeteefit from these measures even if not totally in
agreement with previous specifications.

- A new group has been set also within the Walloomiaitration to better take into account the
environment in cross compliance.

- A platform has been set up to identify what couddilmproved for biodiversity conservation in the
CWATUPE (Code wallon de 'aménagement du territoide I'urbanisme, du patrimoine et de
I'énergie).

Budgets for nature development

While they only represent a part of the resoura@esde mobilised, the budgets dedicated to nature
development provide information about the actioteptial taken by the authorities, as well as altbat
major focuses for work undertaken in this area. bhdgets for nature development have been recently
going up slightly in Wallonia: + 54% for the perid005-2008. More than 40% of the budgets are
allocated to protection and management measuressifes of biological interest (purchase and
management of natural reserves, LIFE Nature progwenfor the conservation of Natura 2000 habitats
etc.). The relative significance of budgets for shpport of themed operations management showdals
noted («attics and steeples», roadsides, PCDN3, @tey represent around 10 % of the total budget,
depending on the yedtttp://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlatque.aspx?id=pl16

4. Brussels-Capital Region

Land use planning

One of the most important threats to biodiversity Brussels is urbanization. The integration of
biodiversity in land use policy is not easy. Nekeless, the Regional plan of soil allocation (PRAS)
indicates the sites where nature conservation agptiority. A distinction is even done betweenhhig
nature value areas and other nature areas. This\pkds to be completed and actualized. In thetenid;

it should integrate the Brussels ecological netw8ee http://www.pras.irisnet.be/PRAS/

Forestry

Important efforts are done to integrate biodivgreibnsiderations in the forestry policy. The Brisse
Sonian Forest covers 1 654 ha, i.e. about 10% efré¢lgional territory. It belongs to the Natura 2000
network and benefits of a specific management phaich largely takes nature into account. The goéls
the management plan are: enhance forest biodiyemséintain or restore some of particular ecosystem
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partially maintain the cathedral beech grove, seeudiversity of quality landscapes, enhance te®he

and cultural patrimony, maintain the forest cleamglcome the public, satisfy public demands for
recreation and provide a good cohabitation betweeltiples activities, limit activities that coulcathage

the soils, inform and heighten public awarenessature and sustainable management, protect water
resources of the site, tend towards natural regéinarof forest stands. In addition, the manageroéttie
Sonian forest respects the criteria of Bugest Stewardship CoundiFSC) who gave their first attestation
(IMO-FM/COC-23023) on 25 November 2003.
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiPaliers/Informer.aspx?id=1840&langtype=2060

Management of public green spaces

Certainly to be mentioned is the Brussels effortntanage green spaces as biodiversity-friendly as
possible. It is called “differentiated managementd. pesticides are used, favour is given to natpecies,
dead trees are maintain as long as people se@sBcure, grass are less often mowed where cdugati
with the recreational demand.
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiBaliers/Informer.aspx?id=1834&langtype=2060

Eco-construction

Lots of efforts are made towards thechitects and the construction sector among others with the

publication of a guide book on eco-constructiondmfessionals. Several chapters concern biodiyersi

- How to maximise ecological productivity (based ba Biotope Area Factor developed by authorities
for the city of Berlin, Germany) (fiche TER 05)

- How to build green roofs (fiche TEROG6)

- How to set up green walls (fiche TERO7)

Training workshops are also organised for profesdio
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/soussites/giisl 1doljvrixfrgbm2jfydvoebe))/Guide.aspx?langtype60

5. Federal level

A federal plan for the sectoral integration of hi@usity in four key sectors will be adopted by fbderal
government in 2009. This plan is a response to3keond Federal Plan for Sustainable Development
2004-2008' (FPSD2) adopted by the Federal Couriddinisters on 24 September 2004.

The federal plan for the sectoral integration addbiersity was elaborated by four multi-stakeholder
committees representing respectively the majorraato the field of transport, economy, development
cooperation and science, as well as environmené ddmmittees were chaired by the ministerial
departments in charge of the sectoral activity eomed, while the secretariat was carried out by the
federal ministry of environment. Table 4 highligtite composition of the committees.

Table 4. Committee members involved in the prepamabf the federal plan for the sectoral integnatiof
biodiversity. The brackets refer to the categorgtakeholder.

Sector Chair Members

Transport Mobility and Transport| Mobility and Transport (administration)
Environment (administration)
National railway company (SNCB-NMBS) (agency)

Economy Economy Economy (several departments) (administration)
Environment (administration)

Finances (customs) (administration)

Foreign Affairs (administration)

Sustainable development (administration)
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Export credit agency (Ducroire-Degueldere) (agency)
Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (sdfeninstitution)

Development Foreign Affairs Foreign Affairs (administration)
cooperation (Development Foreign Affairs / partim Development Cooperatiodr(énistration)
Cooperation) Environment (administration)

Sustainable development (administration)

Belgian Technical Cooperation (agency)

Federal Council for Sustainable Development (adyibady)
Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (sdfeninstitution)
Royal Museum for Central Africa (scientific instiin)
National Botanic Garden of Belgium (scientific itistion)

Vrije Universiteit Brussel (university)

KWIA/VODO asbl (NGO)

Scientific policy Science Policy Science Policy (administration)

Environment (administration)

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (sdfeninstitution)
Royal Museum for Central Africa (scientific instiinn)

National Botanic Garden of Belgium (scientific itigtion)
Institute of Public Health (scientific institution)

Veterinary and agrochemical research centre (sfieemistitution)

A steering committee gathering the responsiblequens each sectoral committee ensured coherence of
the whole process. A public consultation took plaeaveen 1 November 2008 and 3 January 2009. The
adoption of the plan by the federal governmenoisgeen in September 2009.

The plan identifies, for each sector, a numberooiccete actions (with identification of the respbtesfor
the implementation, timing, etc). The plan hightgghinks between actions and the relevant objestofe
the National Biodiversity Strategy.

For each sector, different key areas with sevematiete actions each have been identified:

- Transport: maritime transport (limitation of introduction ofvasive alien species), construction, use
and the dismantling of ships, Belgian Railways Camp

- Economy. the question of bio-energy, economic and findn¢fiederal) instruments, access and
benefit sharing, private sector involvement, susthie use of biodiversity.

- Development cooperation traditional knowledge; capacity building; commeation, education,
awareness raising; environmental assessment oflogewent cooperation activities, integration of
biodiversity in policies of partner countries; etusonservation; climate and biodiversity.

- Sciencepolicy: biodiversity integration in all research sectdmgls to improve access to data and
information, mobilize scientific competences in gog of sustainable development policies.

As far as the Belgian part of the North Sea is eamed, the policy plan for the management of themaa
protected areas includes a number of actions, whigjet specific sectors, in particular the fisheegtor

and the harbours. The policy plan foresees stracagreements and cooperation with these sectors to
prepare appropriate measures to restore the faveustate of conservation for threatened habitaegy
and species.

One cross cutting action is also identified in phen (applying to the four sectors):
- Effective integration of biodiversity when makingagegic environmental assessments.

Although the action plan is not yet adopted, sont®as have already been started, as highlightexhbe
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Economy

- Biofuels: a study evaluating the biodiversity impact of tthevelopment of agro-fuels, including
genetically modified plants, in Belgium has justebefinalised (under funding by the federal
environmental administration). This study compriges®e main parts: study of the environmental
(biodiversity) impacts; analysis of the socio-eamimimpacts; and policy recommendations.

- Invasive alien speciesa legal framework aiming at preventing the intrciibn of IAS in Belgium is
being finalised. This legal framework aims to regelimport, transit and detention of non-indigenous
invasive species that are assumed to be detrimentaltive species in Belgium (based on a simplifie
environmental impact assessment protocol) andatieanot yet established in Belgium (or isolated).

- Financial mechanism a study has been launched to identify possildertd mechanisms that could
be designed for financing federal actions to irdéghiodiversity in other sectors (fiscal measures,
establishment of a biodiversity funds, etc.)

Development cooperation

- Mainstreaming of biodiversity: With regard to the mainstreaming of biodiversBglgium supports
the development of UNEP-IUCN TEMATEA modules to mmes synergies at national and
international level to ensure the coherent implesatéam of biodiversity-related agreements, such as
the biodiversity-related conventions (UNCBD, CITERnvention on Migratory Species, Ramsar and
the World Heritage Convention), the Rio conventigdBlFCCC, UNCCD), regional agreements and
others, and organizes national thematic workshopgb® use of the modules.

- Training and capacity building: the Belgian Directorate General for Developmeiao@eration
finances biodiversity capacity building programntesough the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural
Sciences and the Royal Museum for Central Afrideese programmes are specifically dedicated to
the following CBD cross-cutting issues: the Clegsilouse Mechanism, Global Taxonomy Initiative,
Communication, Education and Public Awareness atahtification, Monitoring, Indicators and
Assessments.

Science policy

- Invasive alien speciesas a contribution to the set up of an early wagnéystem, an alert list of
invasive alien species in Belgium has been elabdratised on a standardised impact assessment
protocol (ISEIA). It was carried out as a colleetigffort by the Belgian Forum on Invasive Species,
which is maintained by the Belgian Biodiversity tdam. It is not exhaustive and will be
progressively completed. Species profiles includiegcription, habitat preferences and detrimental
impact are currently in development. Sk#p://ias.biodiversity.be

Cross cutting issues

- Environmental strategic assessmentDevelopment of a SEA handbook to guide the marsage
plans and programs and/or the persons in chargkeeoénvironmental assessments. The handbook
includes criteria relating to the biodiversity, bdsn CBD guidelines.

The follow up of the federal plan for the integoatiof biodiversity in four sectors will rely on aumad
reporting of data (ideally based on performanceécatdrs) during the implementation of the plan. The
four committees ‘economy’, ‘development cooperdtioscience’ and ‘transport’ will draft an annual
follow-up report identifying measures implement&gports will be based on the evaluation of positive
and negative effects of integration measures impigad (desired or not). A mid-term review will be
organised, as well as a final assessment, in otdeidentify strengths and weaknesses of the
implementation and, if relevant, address potegggis.
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Chapter IV - Conclusions: Progress towards the 2010arget and
Implementation of the Strategic Plan

1. Progress towards the 2010 Target

Goals and targets | Relevant indicators
Protect the components of biodiversity
Goal 1. Promote the conservation of the biologaigkrsity of ecosystems, habitats and biomes

Target 1.1: At least 10% of each of the world’'s » Coverage of protected areas

ecological regions effectively conserved. « Trends in extent of selected biomes,
ecosystems and habitats

* Trends in abundance and distribution of
selected species

Following data from 2008, 1.4% of the Belgian tetr@l and marine territory is protected by naty

taken into consideration.

w This target is reflected in the National BiodiverStrategy, strategic objective 3.

Target 1.2: Areas of particular importance to » Trends in extent of selected biomes,

biodiversity protected ecosystems and habitats

e Trends in abundance and distribution g
selected species

e Coverage of protected areas

Flemish Region:

. development of ecological network VEN-IVON (oljgee 125.000 ha VEN, 150.000 ha
interconnecting sites IVON), partly overlapping lwiNatura 2000 (= ca 163.400 ha); installation
ecoducts and fish passages, agri-environment megdorest reserves network

acquisition of land, protocols for cooperation (eagth ministry of Defence, Port Authorities), ag
environment contracts, financial support of natdevelopment and management projects of |
authorities and Regional Landscape Organisations,.

. together with the Netherlands: transboundary agichl planning processes: Grensoverschrijd
Ecologisch Basisplan (GEB), Zwinproject, Scheldeuay, grensparken (bv. De Zoom Kamthou
Heide), Grensmaas, Drielandenpark (with Germany)

. together with France: conservation measureshioicbastal zone between Duinkerken-Lombards
transboundary integral coast reserve De Westhoek

acquisition of land, restoration projects, integdatnanagement actions.
(see also chapter Il, areas under conservation geament, Natura 2000)

Walloon Region:
The general concept of the ecological network hesnliransposed in the ‘Main Ecological Structd
(Structure écologique principale or SEP) and hanbwapped. This structure contains two type
areas:

. implementation of Natura 2000 through developnaniature Objective Plans, priority setting for

. coastal zone programme for the conservation ofl shunes, sandy beaches and salt marshes|

re,

forest and marine reserves. This percentage inesdasl3.4% when Natura 2000 zones and alike are
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. core areas: mainly dedicated to nature conservati
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Goals and targets Relevant indicators

. ecological development areas: areas where hurttaritias are less intensive in order to obtain
balance between nature conservation and econonomies.

a

Core areas: the Nature department of the WalloogidRecontinues to strictly protect natural sites
through the following status: government natureemes (Réserves Naturelles domaniales (RND)),
chartered nature reserve (Réserves Naturelles exgi@dNA)), forest reserve (Réserves Forestieres

(RF)), wetlands of biological interest (Zones Huesd!'Interét Biologique (ZHIB)), and underground

cavity of scientific interest (Cavités Souterrairdbterét Scientifigue (CSIS )), in order to prote

important sites for species and habitats. The taofighis process is to protect all sites of great

biological value on the Walloon territory.

Furthermore, the designation of the Natura 20@s ditr the protection of priority species and hatbit
as meant by the Birds and Habitats Directives 0220 944 ha for 240 sites in the Walloon Regi

on

which corresponds to approximately 13% of the tetyi The network is based on the hydrological

network so there is a good connectivity betweendifferent sites Ifttp://natura2000.wallonie.Be/in

the Walloon Region, 44 habitats of community inse(@f which 10 priority habitats), 101 bird spexcje

of community interest and 31 other species of conityiinterest are present.

Brussels-Capital Region:
. blue and green networks, implementation of NaR@@0 network (+ 2.400 ha),
implementation of protected areas in forest, matand forest reserves, integral reser

. development of a ‘green network’ including an legacal network, the promotion of ecologidal

management, green roofs, green walls, trees, etc.,
. installation of ecoducts, promotion of fauna pagEs.

North Sea:
. the ‘MMM’ (Marien Milieu Marin) act of 20 January 1999 on the protection of tharime
environment in sea areas under Belgian jurisdictistablishes the legal basis for the protectiothef

es,

Belgian part of the North Sea against sea-relat@itipn and for the conservation, restoration and

development of nature,
. the Royal Decree of 14 October 2005 on the iladkah of five marine protected areas,

. preparation of a policy plan for the managemeénthe five marine protected areas (Natura 2000
network) and agreements with competent author{geg. fishery authorities) to manage these sjtes;

collaboration with France for the management oftthesboundary sites.

¥ This target is reflected in the National BiodivgrStrategy, strategic objective 3.

Goal 2. Promote the conservation of species dityersi

Target 2.1: Restore, maintain, or reduce the * Trends in abundance and distribution of
decline of populations of species of selected selected species
taxonomic groups. » Change in status of threatened species

Flemish Region: see also chapter I, e.g. common bird index.
The species protection plans that are being impiéedeconcern various bat species under the L

IFE

project BatAction (also including awareness raisingstoration of habitats in forts), hamster (re-

introduction programme with 60 specimens and mainigo of the population, cooperation wit
farmers), some indicator butterfly and plant speoieheath habitats, night jar. Species proteqtlans
for fish species are being evaluated, and for #h@iot projects have been started up. For endénme

h

and scrub species protection plans are being ingtead and monitored in the framework of the
European Forest Genetic Resources Programme EUGQRE® the black popular the restoratipn
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Goals and targets | Relevant indicators

programme is carried along the Grens-Maas in cajoerwith the Netherlands and France.

Walloon Region:
Many restoration projects are in place such as LpF&ects (conservation of pearl mussel's habi

ats,

restoration of the otter's habitat, restorationpeftlands, management and restoration of military

camps, restoration of peatland in the Haute-Fagmea) and others (restoration of freshwater

habitats (spawning grounds); study and scientifanitoring in order to restore populations of {
Atlantic salmon; inventory of obstacles for fishctilation in the hydrographical network), etc. Biesi
these projects, the Walloon Region has recovergraromes or action plans for the European ham
bats (with a particular one f&hinolophus hipposiderpsthe yellow-bellied toadBombina variegatp

the salmon, the black stork, freshwater musselgdotiLife project). A new one is in preparatiom

the sand lizardL{acerta agilig.

Brussels-Capital Region: see chapter I, common bird data.
Federal level: target on the conservation of marine mammalsharporpoise).
w This target is reflected in the National BiodiubrsStrategy, strategic objective 3. See 4

Appendix Il (1. Progress towards the Targets ef @lobal Strategy for Plant Conservation) for m
information on seed banks and collections of cated and wild plant species.

Target 2.2: Status of threatened species impro « Change in status of threatened species

» Trends in abundance and distribution of
selected species

» Coverage of protected areas

Flemish Region:

Development and implementation of species actianglcontracts with land owners for species
protection measures (meadow birds, hamster, faddads), financial support for birds rehabilitatio
centres, research for re-introduction projects. (s species).

For status and trends on main species grdups//www.biodiversityindicators.be

(see also target 2.1 and chapter I, conservatainssbf species of European interest)

Walloon Region:

Several projects and measures aim to improve tpelations status of threatened fishes species:
. restoration of freshwater fish’s habitat (spawgngmounds),

. Study and scientific monitoring in order to restpopulations of the Atlantic salmon,

. protection netting in hydro-electric power statio

. management of river banks.

Besides these projects and measures, the WallogiofiRleas recovery programmes or action plans
place (see text for target 2.1 above). Life prgjext the corncrake and on birds of reed beds in the
‘Basin de la Haine’ are finalised.

For particular indicators, constittp://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/tablematiesexalt includes a
detailed diagnosis of the state of several spegi®gps in Wallonia (mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, fishes, dragonflies, butterflies, lacidy beetles, vascular plants and non vascular
cryptogams).

Brussels-Capital Region:
Species Action Plan: in development for 9 spe@dsufterflies, 4 mammals, 1 bird and 1 amphibiar]

fish
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Goals and targets Relevant indicators

species), see chapter Il.

Actions already taken for some bird species:

. swallows: nesting boxes, creation of extra bregdirea, etc.,

. bats: nesting boxes, preservation of old trezgpration and preservation of roosts in buildings
(cellars, attics,.).

w This target is reflected in the National BiodivgrsStrategy, strategic objective 3.

Goal 3. Promote the conservation of genetic divgrsi

Target 3.1: Genetic diversity of crops, livestock e Trends in genetic diversity of

and of harvested species of trees, fish and wéld domesticated animals, cultivated plants
and other valuable species conserved, and and fish species of major socio-economjc
associated indigenous and local knowledge importance

maintained. » Biodiversity used in food and medicine

(indicator under development)
e Trends in abundance and distribution of
selected species

The ‘Rapport National sur I'état des Ressources Phytéti@nes pour I'alimentation et I'agriculture’

was developed at the request of the FAO and wadifed in January 2009. The report was prepared
by a multidisciplinary team constituted by expestd of the three Belgian regions. Several meetings

were held during 2008 to develop and finalize #ygort.

In 2005, Belgium prepared its first national regorEAO on animal genetic resources: ‘Les ressaurce

génétiques des animaux d'élevage en Belgique. Rappional a la FAO. Contribution de la Belgique
au Premier Rapport sur I'Etat des Ressources Zétigaes dans le Monde’.
http://agriculture.wallonie.be/apps/spip_wolwin/INf@f/RapportNationalFAO.pdf

Flemish Region: a specific indicator is under development.
Walloon Region: a new agri-environment measure aims to proteeatened local livestock species.

w This target is reflected in the National BiodivgrsStrategy, strategic objective 4.

Promote sustainable use

Goal 4. Promote sustainable use and consumption.

Target 4.1: Biodiversity-based products deriveq » Area of forest, agricultural and

from sources that are sustainably managed, an aquaculture ecosystems under sustaingble
production areas managed consistent with the management
conservation of biodiversity. « Proportion of products derived from

sustainable sources (indicator under
development)

* Trends in abundance and distribution of
selected species

e Marine trophic index

* Nitrogen deposition

e Water quality in aguatic ecosystems

Flemish Region:
Code of good practices have been developed arubarg applied or are under development:
. for nature with guidelines for the managementrotected vegetation types,
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Goals and targets Relevant indicators

. for agricultural uses based upon integrationnsirenmental issues,
. for river fishing practices.

The Flemish forest policy is based upon multifumeéil and sustainable forestry and applied thrg
development of a management vision consisting of:

. specific and concrete guidelines for a closedtire forest management,

. a framework to assess the forest functions,

. a method for quality control,

. promotion and granting of FSC-label to forest,

. publication of criteria for sustainable forestmagement and technical/financial support for

the

implementation these criteria by private forest emgn(see chapter Ill, area with management plan

according to the criteria for sustainable forestry)

Incentives are provided for the use of criteria $astainable forest management in the management

planning and implementation. Organised and comwridiunting in Wildlife Management Units (WMU)

is promoted so that hunters can act as joint masagethe open space. Principles, criteria and
indicators are being developed to evaluate theamadiility of the implementation and hunting plans

and to review policies.

Walloon Region:

Many tools are available to improve sustainablesbomanagement:

. The Circulaire relative aux aménagements dans les $oumises au régime forestigs a
normative tool for the management planning in pufdrests (255.000 ha in Wallonia). At this sta
about 65% of the forest area is covered by new gemant plans following this circulaire. Tt
remaining area should be covered by 2013,

. financial incentives are available both for paldnd private owners, with multifunctional objeety
such as the improvement of the trees diversityciabemphasis to the broadleaves, etc.

. several experiences have been initiated for dosgature forestry, in the framework of Pro Syl
both for broadleaves and conifers,

. about 150.000 ha of forests are included in Nat2@00 areas. Management contracts will
concluded between the authorities and the owneimpglement the objectives of each site.

(see also chapter IlI).

Some other measures and tools:
. organic farming, agri-environmental measuresedocertification, nature development programn
new forest code,
. the Walloon Region has adopted the Water CodddC@e I'Eau) on 27 May 2004 to implement |
Water Framework Directive. One of its objectivesagprevent additional degradations and to pres
and improve the state of the aquatic ecosystemgelisas of the terrestrial ecosystems and wetlg
depending on them.

Brussels-Capital Region:

. sustainable forest management: FSC certification,

. guidelines of ecological management applyingrb@mno green spaces,

. prohibited use of pesticides,

. publication of an eco-construction guide bookvadl as training for professionals.

Federal levd:

ge,
ne

va,
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. development of a federal public procurement gote promote SFM (circular letter in 2005);
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Goals and targets | Relevant indicators

methodological guide supports federal purchasinthaities; promotion and follow-up of forest

certification,

. an information campaign was set up to informghblic on SFM and related certification (2006 and

2007),

. adoption of the ‘products plan: towards an iraemgt product policy’,

. the development of biofuel production pathwayaiich is conditioned by the application of a syst
of sustainability criteria (European directives Benewable Energy and Fuel Quality 2009/28

em
CE

published in June 2009). Those criteria repredentriain measures to allow reasonable use of bifuel

while limiting negative impacts on biodiversity. éarding to the law of 10 June 2006, which promg
biofuels in Belgium, the approval of biofuel protioa units is based on certain criteria, such agsa

tes

short distance between biomass cultivation site td@ntliel production unit; (2) the most favourable

CO2 balance; (3) the energetic efficiency of thedpiction unit; and (4) reduced use of fertiliz
and/or pesticides. Decision rules with respech&dpproval of production units also take into aot(
the global CO2 balance, in order to assure thduéigroduction leads to a significant reduction
greenhouse gases. However, apart from the usetdizérs and/or pesticides, no biodiversity-reth
criteria are included in the attribution critelMoreover, these criteria are fixed until 2013.

Ongoing:
. establishment of a steering committee on sudt@r@oduction and consumption patterns,
. a conference on socio-economic impacts of GMQIsh@iorganised early 2010.

w This target is reflected in the National BiodiverStrategy, strategic objective 4.

Target 4.2. Unsustainable consumption, of * Ecological footprint and related concept
biological resources, or that impacts upon
biodiversity, reduced.

Flemish Region:

Ecological footprint of the consumption of reneveabatural resources
In order to produce renewable natural resourcedpdically productive land is required: e.g. farndg
for crops and livestock, forest land for wood, amater bodies for fish. The ecological footprint
renewable natural resources consumption of a ceregion is defined as the area of biologica
productive land which is required to fulfil thesensumption needs. The ecological footprint
renewable natural resources consumption is measuradiversal hectares’, which refers to the wo
average biological productivity of one hectare. ®global scale, there are 1.8 universal hectare
biologically productive land available per persd®49 data). This means that on average, the
required to produce all the renewable natural nessuand energy needs for one person shoulg
exceed 1.8 ha.

In 2002, the ecological footprint for renewable unat resources in Flanders was on average
universal hectares per person, but excluding enesggumption. Since on average, only 1.8 unive
hectares of biologically productive area is avddaler person, it is clear that each Flemish intalb
requires more than the average available areagysomp on the globe. Under these conditions, ha
the loss of biodiversity becomes a difficult tagk.the moment, 59% of the area necessary to sg
Flemish consumption is located abroad. This apphasly to farmland producing energy-rich fe
crops for Flemish livestock. As such, the environtakpressure caused by the Flemish region isyp
exported. The only change between 1993 and 2002aweaduced pressure on forest resources th
to an increased recycling of paper fibre. New regean the ecological footprint will result in mo
actual and precise data in the following MIRA-repor

Brussels-Capital Region:
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The mean ecological footprint, including energy fumption, has been calculated for Brussels citi
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Goals and targets | Relevant indicators

6.5 ha, which is less than the Belgian average tgge//www.wwf.be/fr/?inc=page&pageid=308A
calculator has been developed to raise awarenessgalBrussels citizens:
http://www.ibgebim.be/soussites/empreinte_ecologfiqnaex.html

Walloon Region:

Assessment of environmental efficiency
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportpaaipx?id=pa2

Within the framework of the Lisbon and Gothenbuirgtegies, the European Commission has dr
up a list of 20 structural indicators which it caise to monitor and assess the environmg
performance of Member States. The table availddtaugh the following link enables Belgium and {
Walloon Region to be compared with the Europearrames and positioned with respect to ot
Member States and enables an evaluation of thegsegnade:
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportproldéque.aspx?id=p137

w This target is reflected in the National BiodiverStrategy, strategic objective 4.

Target 4.3: No species of wild flora or fauna * Change in status of threatened species
endangered by international trade.

Belgium is a Party to CITES. This target is corgistwith the main purpose of CITES and the CIT|
Strategic Plan: “No species of wild flora or fausabject to unsustainable exploitation becaus
international trade”.

The first Federal Plan for Sustainable Developn{@0600-2004) mentions: “enforcement of CIT}
will be strengthened so as to support the polichiofliversity conservation (training experts, prhing
inspectors, intensifying controls)”.

Federal leve:
Different actions and initiatives have been und@nain order to enforce the application of CITE®R
Belgian level in order to contribute to the geng@él of CITES. A short overview is given below.

Controls

The controls with regards to CITES are largelymstéed, with a peak of controls for birds of priey
2008-2009. Also several actions with regards toriee requirements in the labelling of caviar w
organised.

Formation
A team of inspectors has followed an intensive week study in France about CITES-control &
implementation in April 2009.
A course was organised for customs officers abdiES-listed wood species. A second cou
concerning the new legislation and marking of cawvias organised and given to several cust
officers, federal police, FASFC (Federal Agency the Safety of the Food Chain) and our o
inspection team.

Organisation

A Belgian application Group was formed in April 2Z0@/hich consists of members from the differ
regions, the federal police, the FASFC, customg@f$ and a representative of the Attorney Geng¢
This Group wants to improve the application of CElEegislation in Belgium and will meet two tim
per year, in accordance with the European AppboaGroup. Several small working groups are 4
formed with a specialised subject, e.g. birds efypr
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Goals and targets Relevant indicators

Communication
A leaflet was made to inform tourists about theuregments for the importation of certain souveni

rs.

This brochure is distributed at the national aitpeta travel agencies, town houses and several

websites.

Flemish Region: by law, wild indigenous protected species cam@osubject of trade. See chapter |,
conservation status of species.

Walloon Region: the law on nature conservation stipulates thatggted species cannot be the subject

of any trade.

Brussels-Capital Region: wild mammals, birds, amphibians or reptiles maylre the subject of any
trade.

w This target is reflected in the National BiodiverStrategy, strategic objective 5.

Address threats to biodiversity

Goal 5. Pressures from habitat loss, land use ckaargl degradation, and unsustainable water use,
reduced.

Target 5.1. Rate of loss and degradation of nat e Trends in extent of selected biomes,

habitats decreased. ecosystems and habitats

* Trends in abundance and distribution
selected species

* Marine trophic index

Flemish Region:
. Monitoring and reporting of pressures: 2-yeaedgarts NARA and MIRA - see chapter I.

of

. Nature conservation policy measures: extensissudfice and numbers of nature and forest reserves;

development and implementation of Nature ObjectRiess, site or species specific management [

lans

for nature and forest areas, management agreemdthtdocal authorities and land users (+ crgss-

compliance), introduction of criteria for sustaiteaforest management; legal framework for protec
scheme for FEN and Natura 2000 sites.

. EIA-procedures imposed for development projelitenses needed for alteration of bottom rel
vegetation and hydrological system; stricter pricd&cregimes in FEN and Natura 2000.

. The use of pesticides and herbicides by locdlaiites in public domains or parks is forbiddencsi
January 2004.

io

ef,

. Several projects have been carried out for tHeagmentation of roads dividing important natural

areas by construction of ecoducts, and on rivetesys by installations resolving fish migratipn

barriers.

Walloon Region:

. The Walloon Region has adopted the Water Coddd@e I'Eau) on 27 May 2004 to implement the
Water Framework Directive. One of its objectivesagprevent additional degradations and to presgerve

and improve the state of the aquatic ecosystemgelisas of the terrestrial ecosystems and wetla
depending on them.

. Environmental impact assessment studies arergsbjidr new activities near or in Natura 2000 sites

. Protected zones of the€Cdde wallon de I'’Aménagement du Territoire, de bBainisme et du
Patrimoiné may not be changed anymore without an urban germi
(see also chapter I, invasive alien species)
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Goals and targets Relevant indicators

Brussels-Capital Region:

. ElA-procedures are imposed for disturbing ad#eit large building activities, development
infrastructure, etc.

. Licenses are needed for every activity that calier relief and vegetation of sites having biatag)
value on the zoning plan and sites belonging tatken network.

. Prevention of water pollution originating from taovays.

. Limitation of pollution: no use of pesticides.

of

. Invasive exotic species: special attention isegito their management to prevent extensjon;

eradication is performed where and when possible.
. Establishment of non accessible forest and nagserves to develop biodiversity islands in threst

Federal level:
. Joint Implementation and Clean Development Meidmamprojects.
. Extensive pesticide risk reduction plan (Marcl020

. SEA procedures include biodiversity criteria aater to relevant national policy documents such as

the Belgian Biodiversity Strategy, the CBD and Ivedsity-related conventions and agreements.

North Sea

. Sand and gravel extraction, dredging and dumpihgredge spoil are subject to licences. Zero

tolerance policy in relation to oil pollution.
. Development of a cleaning policy of the North 8gaugh the ‘fishing for litter programme’.
. Measures regulating coastal fisheries in prateadf marine mammals.

174

. Ongoing actions in order to reduce import of immiis and hazardous substances into the North Sea.

. A Biosafety Consultative Council (involving repentatives of federal and regional levels) ig in

charge of environmental risk evaluation of GMOsraduced for field trials in Belgium or fg
commercialisation in the EU. National sanctionsfareseen to punish violations to EU legislations o

GMOs.

w This target is reflected in the National BiodiverStrategy, strategic objective 3.

=

Goal 6. Control threats from invasive alien species

Target 6.1. Pathways for major potential alien e Trends in invasive alien species
invasive species controlled.

The National Biodiversity Strategy identify the lfaking strategic and operational objectives dixe
related to IAS:

otl

. strategic objective 3: Maintain or rehabilitatediversity in Belgium to a favourable conservation

status (operational objective 3.7.: “Avoid the aduction and mitigate the impact of invasive al
species on biodiversity”),

. strategic objective 5: Improve the integrationbaddiversity concerns into all social and econo
sectoral policies (operational objective 5.7.: “Gioler the potential impact on biodiversity, and
particular the invasiveness of species, in makmmgart and export decisions”).

Flemish Region:

It is prohibited to introduce animals and plantshaut a permit (Forest Decree) in both public feses

and forest reserves. The introduction of alien ahispecies is prohibited, and there is a legal bars

Ien

mic
n

measures to control and eradicate alien animaliespebMeasures can also be taken to contrgl or
prohibit the transport of animal species and thaicasses (Decree on nature conservation). A dadisi
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Goals and targets Relevant indicators

chapter I, number of alien species.

Walloon Region:
The introduction of non-indigenous species or iedigus species of non-indigenous origin in nature is
forbidden except for species used for agricultune: farestry (see chapter I).

Brussels-Capital Region:
It is forbidden to introduce non-indigenous spedaésbirds into the wild. But the number of invasive
alien species is increasing in the Brussels-Capitglion (see chapter I). An action plan for thetiamn
of three species of parakeets is in preparation ¢apter II).

Federal level:
Action 18 of the second Federal Plan for Sustamdbévelopment is devoted to biodiversity and
focuses on sectoral integration of biodiversitkay federal sectors (transport, economy, developmen
cooperation and scientific policy). The action plaregration of biodiversity in the four federagk
sectors’ (in preparation, adoption expected in &aper 2009) will address IAS.

Actions foreseen in this action plan include (degpter Il for achievements at federal level):

. Economy: the consultation of key sectors in ondeincrease awareness and understanding of the
issue and the identification of the most appropdameasures (such as e.g. labelling, substitution,
information, etc.) and the review, actualizatiom @xtension of existing legislations at federaklew
prohibit the import / export / transit and detentaf some IAS in Belgium.

. Science: the establishment of an early warnistesy on IAS.

. Transport: the control and management of baaseér.

The Belgian Law of 20.01.1999 (MMM law) forbids thmtentional introduction of non-indigenous
species in the marine environment without spemeahke (Art. 11, 81).

A royal decree will be adopted in the second pGRI0®9 to implement the Council Regulation dealing
specifically with alien species in aquaculture (2087/CE) with regard to marine species.
The Royal Decree of 9 April 2003 foresees measwiesed to the commercialisation of species listed
in annex A (excepted for specimens bred in cagtiwith CITES certificate).

Target 6. 2. Management plans in place for ma| » Trends in invasive alien species
alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitat
species.

This target is reflected in the National Biodivéysbtrategy through strategic objective 3: Maintair]
rehabilitate biodiversity in Belgium to a favourabtonservation status / operational objective 3.7.:
“Avoid the introduction and mitigate the impactin¥asive alien species on biodiversity”.

Management plans have been established. Two itit@nah projects were set up to combat the
muskrat: one between East- and West-Flanders asldrte another between West-Flanders, the North
of France and the Walloon Region. A third interodl project, aimed at the coypu this time, is gein
set up for the moment involving the Belgian and dduprovinces of Limburg, and Germany. The
Belgian Forum on Invasive Alien Species (BFIS) jdeg and gathers scientific knowledge abput
invasive alien species.

Flemish Region:
The Decision of the Flemish Government of 21.0431p&hibits the introduction into the wild of nop-
native animal species, unless a special permitisgbgranted. An integrated and updated execytive
law for species protection is submitted for apptoVais law includes the basis for the preventiod a
control of invasive species.
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Several research programmes includes monitorirggsasent of impacts and development of conrol,

mitigation and/or eradication programmes:

. assessment of the risks posed by the muskraddtra zibethicysand coypu Nlyocastor coypysnot
only to dikes, crops and vegetation but also to sddocal fish, amphibians, breeding bird species,
. monitoring and eradication of exotic plant spe¢renature and forest areas under management,
. project for removal of floating pennywottiydrocotyle ranunculoidggrom watercourses,

. monitoring and inventory of fish occurring inamid waters including alien fish species.

Walloon Region:

The muskrat @. zibethicugis actively eradicated in the Walloon Region.tRermore, guidelines o
how to manage the more damageable invasive alat ppecies (how to prevent their expansion,
to control them) have been developed.

Nature Parks, many River Contracts and cities wiiake either a Municipality Plan for Natu

now

re

Conservation or a ‘Roadside management plan’ dgtimanage invasive alien species at a local scale.

Brussels-Capital Region:
It is forbidden to introduce non-indigenous spedgédirds into the wild. The intentional introdumti

of non-indigenous species is regulated. Since Jgn2@07, legislation on species protection and

conservation (flora & fauna) is in revision. Theast of IAS will be an important issue.

Several research programmes includes monitoring assssment of impacts e.g. on parakg
naturalised water birds and plants. One action [@an preparation for the control of three spe@é

parakeets (see chapter Il). Some management aatiersdready in use (e.g. Egyptian goose in parks).

Federal levd:

In 2006, the DG Environment has commissioned aystucinalyse the federal legislation in relation to

IAS in order to identify gaps. The DG is currenthorking on the development of a legislative
instrument to forbid importation/exportation/transii IAS (black list). (see chapter IIl)

Goal 7. Address challenges to biodiversity fromnate change, and pollution

Target 7.1. Maintain and enhance resilience of » Connectivity/fragmentation of ecosystems
components of biodiversity to adapt to climate

change.

Flemish Region:

. see chapter I, Natura 2000,
. see chapter I, defragmentation of rivers.

Walloon Region:
. see chapter I, Natura 2000,
. see chapter Ill, morphological quality of watarcses.

Brussels-Capital Region:
. see chapter Il, green and blue network.

Target 7.2. Reduce pollution and its impacts or] » Nitrogen deposition
biodiversity. « Water quality in aquatic ecosystems

Flemish Region:
See chapter |, exceeding of critical load for epitWoation, phosphorus in rivers.
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The use of pesticides and herbicides by local aitign® in public domains or parks is forbidden sinc

January 2004. Pesticide reduction programmes incwdral practices are promoted through

stimulating measures under the Rural DevelopmesgrBmme and codes of good practices.

Walloon Region:

See chapter I, enrichment of soils in nitrogen plhadsphorus, nitrogen enrichment of forests and-semi

natural ecosystems, eutrophication of watercourses.

Reduction in the use of inorganic and organic fieers

The use of inorganic fertilizers, and particulasfyphosphorous, has been going down since 199tein t

Walloon Region. The progress made in the sensibdeaf synthetic fertilizers reflects environmer

tal

concerns as well as changing costs. The quantissd throughout the Walloon Region are

nevertheless a lot higher than the European avefageund 40% for nitrogen and 50% f
phosphorous).

The production of organic nitrogen (waste from $itaek rearing) has also been going down s
2001.

http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProlalieque.aspx?id=p013

Pesticides
Their use is forbidden in some public areas suchroasl sides, public parks, public domai
Introduction of pesticides in underground watealgo forbidden.

Evaluation of the risks and objectives of reduction
In order to minimize the risks for the environmeat, Thematic strategy on the sustainable usg
pesticides’ was drawn up on a European level.

Brussels-Capital Region:
A very strict legislation is in place on the usepefkticides for public green spaces. In publicaegi
green spaces: no use of pesticides or very raxdrict

Federal level:

Federal programme to reduce dependence on andske associated with pesticides and biocides
The first reduction program for plant protectioroghucts for agricultural use and biocides covers
period 2005 to 2010 and was drawn up with the cadjma of all the players involved: the governm
at the various administrative levels, the profasai@rganizations for the protection of consumers
the environment, and so on. The first update (20008) takes stock of the first two years, speci
priority actions that must be taken during thelooming period and also contains a revision of
management structures for the program. This updatefills in a few gaps in the original text.

The overriding objective of the PRPB is to redube tnvironmental impact of pesticides

agricultural use by 25% in 2010 and to achieve % %8duction in other sectors on which appro
pesticides and permitted biocides have an impaus ®bjective must be achieved through vari
means, including concrete actions such as the a@parof approvals, support for organic pestici
and the introduction of certificates permitting firefessional use of plant protection products.

The objective of the OSPAR strategy ‘Hazardous tsuges’ is to reduce the concentration
hazardous substances to background levels by 20@@. also the implementation of the EU-W
Directive for coastal waters and the future measureler the 2008 Marine Strategy Directive in vi
of a ‘good ecological status’ by 2020.
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See also the text in relation to target 5.1 above.

Maintain goods and services from biodiversity to spport human well-being

Goal 8. Maintain capacity of ecosystems to dely@wds and services and support livelihoods

Target 8.1. Capacity of ecosystems to deliver » Biodiversity used in food and medicine

goods and services maintained. (indicator under development)

e Water quality in aguatic ecosystems

e Marine trophic index

* Incidence of Human-induced ecosysten
failure

Flemish Region: see chapter |, water quality of rivers.
Restoration of natural flood plains and river bosde the estuary of the Schelde and the Jzer,

and

other main river systems, restoration and natukeldpment of nature and forest zones on military

areas, sustainable management of nature and foess.

Walloon Region: see chapter I, item 3.2.2.

Target 8.2. Biological resources that support * Health and well-being of communitie
sustainable livelihoods, local food security and who depend directly on local ecosyst¢
health care, especially of poor people maintain goods and services

» Biodiversity used in food and medicine

Flemish Region: study on mapping and valorisation of ecosystemiges ongoing. Based on th
study, indicators may be developed.

Federal levd: the federal science policy has launched a callpfmposals about the valuation
ecosystem services in Belgium in a climate chamgéext.

Protect traditional knowledge, innovations and pratices

Goal 9 Maintain socio-cultural diversity of indigeus and local communities

Target 9.1. Protect traditional knowledge, e Status and trends of linguistic divers

innovations and practices. and numbers of speakers of indigen
languages

» Additional indicators to be developed

This target is reflected in the National Biodiveysstrategy through operational objective 6.4.: dfee

operational mechanisms to protect the knowledgegvations and practices of indigenous and g
communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevdor the conservation and sustainable use
biodiversity.

The action plan ‘Integration of biodiversity in tieur federal key sectors’ (in preparation, adaptio

expected in September 2009, see chapter Ill) willr@ss traditional knowledge. Actions foreseer
this action plan with regard to traditional knowdedare the following:
. collect ethno-botanic data for central Congo,

. cultivate useful plants in the botanical gardéKisantu,

. valorisation of useful mushrooms in Eastern Congo

. valorisation of the ‘Prélude’ database of meditiplants.

S

is

of

ty
DUS

nY

ncal
2 of

1IN

Target 9.2. Protect the rights of indigenous and Indicator to be developed
local communities over their traditional
knowledge, innovations and practices, includin
their rights to benefit-sharing.

Flemish Region: the Flemish Fund for Tropical Forests is pareciyl emphasising this aspect.
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Walloon Region:

The research unit on Biodiversity and Reflexive@mance (BIOGOV) is a research unit of the Ceptre

for the Philosophy of Law (CPDR) at the Universitgtholigue de Louvain (UCL). Its focus is on

collective learning in the field of sustainable dpment. This research is developed in
international (REFGOV) and national (IUAP VI/09)twerk on democratic governance.
Thematic fields in biodiversity governance:

an

. Microbiological commons: collective managemengamisations for the exchange of biological

resources and related information.

. Traditional knowledge: seed exchange networksiastitutional repositories for biodiversity reldt
traditional knowledge.

. Joint forest management: joint management iniira of public and private forests.

. Future harvest centres: collective action arrareggs in the network of the CGIAR.

Federal level:

D

. Belgian Development Cooperation projects that sansupport indigenous communities in parther

developing countries.

. Potential actions foreseen in the Global Progran(@003-2007) for Biological Diversity and

Development Cooperation at the Royal Belgian latitof Natural Sciences for example include the

valorisation of orally transmitted knowledge.
. Within the existing legal framework, conceividget'bundle of rights’ as an innovative mechanism
allotment of tangible and intangible rights on bgital resources and related data (see MOSA
project and ‘bundle of rights’ concept).
. Agreements with users of the marine protectedsateave been made in 2005 when the ma
protected areas were established.

Ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits @sing out of the use of genetic resources

Goal 10. Ensure the fair and equitable sharing eféfits arising out of the use of genetic resources

Target 10.1. All access to genetic resources is| Indicator to be developed
line with the Convention on Biological Diversity|
and its relevant provisions.

of
ICS

rine

. This target is reflected in the National Biodsigy Strategy through strategic objective 6: Pramot

and contribute to an equitable access to and ghafibenefits arising from the use of genetic reses

and operational objectives 6.1: Explain the conadpfABS and disseminate widely information pn
ABS; 6.2: Implement and encourage the use of thenEBauidelines and related codes of conducts,|6.5:

Conclude an international regime on ABS.
. Study on the awareness of Belgian users congeBS dispositions (and more specific the Bg

nn

Guidelines) to obtain representative information the degree of knowledge and the taking into

account by Belgian players of CBD provisions regajdd\BS.
. Amendment of Belgian patent legislation (disclesof country of origin).

. Development of the MOSAICC voluntary code of cocidfor transfer of microbial genetic resources.

Designing and promoting the use of Material Transfgreement (MTA) by Belgian collections

. Development of a pilot projechitp://www.straininfo.ngt using bioinformatics tool (web crawlers

and search engines) to access and make availatialeadd information related to microbial resources
via internet. Development and promotion of spechiicinformatics tool such as Global Unigue

Identifiers (GUIDs). Conceiving Integrated Convegarsystem as a way to implement ABS in rouf
operation (see MOSAICS project).
. Contribute to an international regime on ABS By Q@.
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The action plan ‘Integration of biodiversity in tfieur federal key sectors’ (in preparation, adaptio

expected mid 2009, see chapter IIl) will addressess and benefit sharing. Actions foreseen in|this

action plan with regard to ABS are the following:

. explain the concept of ‘Accesses and Benefit iBhafABS)’ to least informed stakeholders and

disseminate information widely,
. initiate a capacity building project with the yate sector in order to facilitate the respect &3A
provisions at the national and the internationatle

Target 10.2. Benefits arising from the commerg Indicator to be developed
and other utilization of genetic resources shane
a fair and equitable way with the countries
providing such resources in line with the
Convention on Biological Diversity and its
relevant provisions

See text in relation to target 10.1 above.

Ensure provision of adequate resources

Goal 11: Parties have improved financial, humanestific, technical and technological capacity to
implement the Convention

Target 11.1. New and additional financial » Official development assistance provide
resources are transferred to developing country in support of the Convention
Parties, to allow for the effective implementatio
of their commitments under the Convention, in
accordance with Article 20.

See ‘Progress towards the Goals and Objectivasedbtrategic Plan’, Goal 2, paragraph 2.2, below.

Target 11.2. Technology is transferred | Indicator to be developed
developing country Parties, to allow for t
effective implementation of their commitmer
under the Convention, in accordance with
Article 20, paragraph 4.

The Belgian CHM partnership with African countrigevides for the building of capacities and for

o

he

transfer of technologies for the development of CkMbsites, in collaboration with the Europgan
Community CHM (EC CHM) and other European countrigge websites are developed using the web

content management system ‘EC CHM Portal Toolkit’.

2. Progress towards the Goals and Objectives of tt#trateqgic Plan of the Convention

Goal 1: The Convention is fulfilling its leadershiprole in international biodiversity issues.

1.1 The Convention is setting the global biodivwgragenda.

The overarching goal of the Belgian National Stygtés to reach the target of halting the loss
biodiversity by 2010, as established by the EU’st&nable Development Strategy. This can be seg¢
the national contribution to the achievement of @D objectives at global level.

of
b as

1.2 The Convention is promoting cooperation betwadkerelevant international instruments and
processes to enhance policy coherence.

Belgium strongly endorses this CBD objective ansl Ib@en playing an active role in its achievement by
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prioritizing the follow up of the theme ‘cooperatibetween conventions’ for many years. One example
is its support of the UNEP-IUCN ‘TEMATEA moduleshdt promote synergies at national and

international level to ensure the coherent impldatén of biodiversity-related agreements.

1.3 Other international processes are actively sy implementation of the Convention, in a manne

consistent with their respective frameworks.

Actions undertaken in Belgium under other interrad processes contribute to CBD implementatio
Belgium, e.g. actions under the Ramsar conven@dhES and CMS as well as regional processes
as OSPAR, etc.

nin
such

1.4 The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety is widelglemented.

Belgium has already adopted a comprehensive dommesgulatory framework in order to prevent the

potential adverse effects on human health andritigaament which might arise from the use of livi
modified organisms (LMOs) - referred to in Belgiam GMOs (genetically modified organisms). M

ng
DSt

Belgian legislation related to LMOs (GMOSs) implenteeror enforces European Community (EC)

legislation. This includes Directive 90/219/EEC tbe contained use of GMMs, Directive 2001/18/

EC

on the deliberate release and placing on the mafké&MOs, Regulation 1946/2003 on transboundary

movements of GMOs, Regulation 1829/2003 on GM fand feed.

Belgium has also appointed relevant competent atigsofor performing the administrative functio
related to the above-mentioned legislations.

Belgium has implemented a comprehensive systenskfassessment dealing with all uses of GM
Accordingly, all regulatory-related aspects of tlses of GMOs are assessed altogether in a coadi

ns

I0s.
nat

way, independently of the specific concerned repnés). The main legal basis is the "Cooperation

Agreement between the Federal State and the Regiotise administrative and scientific coordinat

on

concerning Biosafety" (1997). This cooperation agrent establishes a common scientific evalugtion

system for the Federal State and the Regions, storgsiin the Biosafety Advisory Council and t
Division of Biosafety and Biotechnology of the Suiéc Institute of Public Health.

Belgium is actively involved (through several lafimries) in the European Network of GMO

he

laboratories. ENGL is a platform of EU experts aetiin the development, harmonisation and

standardisation of means and methods for samptietgction, identification and quantification
GMOs or derived products in a wide variety of neds, covering seeds, grains, food, feed
environmental samples.

of
and

Last but not least, Belgium has been active for yngears in the development and management of

Internet-based systems for information sharindnanfteld of GMOs, in particular the Belgian Biosgfe

Clearing-HouseH(ttp://www.biosafetyprotocol.he

1.5 Biodiversity concerns are being integrated ietevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, progresn
and policies at the regional and global levels.

. Development cooperation
The Belgian Development Cooperation is currentlyestigating ways on how to better integr

ate

biodiversity concerns in its own policies and pagmes with partner countries. An ‘environmental

integration kit' (including biodiversity) is currédg being finalised. This will help contribute tokeetter
integration of biodiversity in poverty reductiomagegies.

. Sustainable forest management
The Belgian Development Cooperation also partieipain the financing of trust funds for t
conservation of forests in the Congo Basin.

ne

Belgium, through the Belgian Federal Ministry ofMEonment, support efforts of developing countries

54



to combat illegal logging and associated illegatl& through the EU FLEGT action plan. In 2009
Belgian Development Cooperation recruited an experprepare the development of a Volunt
Partnership Agreement in the framework of this EIEGT action plan.

The Flemish Fund for Tropical Forests supportsqutsj for forest restoration and management in S
America.

See also chapter Il (Sectoral and cross-sectanggdgration or mainstreaming of biodivers
considerations).

1.6 Parties are collaborating at the regional armiegyional levels to implement the Convention.

Belgium is involved in numerous initiatives at regal level, whether at European (as a member o
European Union) or pan-European level. It is alsmlved in transboundary projects and in proje
within the Benelux framework. It would be too lohg list them here. Some examples are alrg
highlighted in chapter II.

A few non-exhaustive examples:

. Forests participation in the MCPFE process at Pan-Eurnpeegel

. Protected areasparticipation in the Natura 2000 network (inclglithe setting up of transbounda
projects thanks to financing through the LIFE+ fumgdinitiative)

. Ex-situ conservatian European and international projects through umities and scientifig
institutions: e.g. KULeuven and the INIBAP projext bananas strains, ENSCONET or Eigopean
native seed conservation network through the National Botani@arden of Belgium

(http://www.ensconet.gu Universiteit Gent and the ‘European consortiuanr fnicrobial resource

centres’.

. Invasive alien specieshe Belgian Forum on Invasive Species (moderhtethe Belgian Biodiversity
Platform) is participating in the Daisie projectgli¥ering Alien Invasive Species Inventories for&oe
(http://www.europe-aliens.orp/

. Monitoring, indicators and assessmentontribution to the European Environment Inforimatand
Observation Network (Eionet) that collects datdtmnstatus and trends of biodiversity in Europe

. Taxonomy(including access to natural history collectior&Belgian scientific institutions participal
in the EDIT and SYNTHESYS projects financed by Ewopean Union.

. Clearing-House Mechanisrthe Belgian CHM is an active member of the EC Chéfwork

. Researchpolicy. the Belgian Biodiversity Platform participates tine EPBRS network (Europesd
Platform for Biodiversity Research and Strategy).

. Biodiversity researchBelgian universities and scientific institutioase involved in many Europea
funded research projects on biodiversity in teriglstfreshwater and marine ecosystems. See
CORDIS databaséttp://cordis.europa.gu

. Science policy and researclBelgium is a member of the BiodivERSA project G2@2008).
BiodivERSA is an European network involving 15 ctigs and 19 major research funding agencie
Europe with significant research funding in thddief terrestrial, freshwater and marine biodivists
Most members are represented on other fora whstuds and recommend requirements for Euroj
biodiversity research: including the CBD (SBSTTRB)jyersitas, the European Platform for Biodivers
Research Strategy (EPBRS) and the European Sdienoelation (ESF). Recommendations from th
fora are often made without a formal mechanismniguee connection with the strategies, prioritied
budgets of national research funding agencies.iBiRsA contributes to setting up such a mechan
to achieve an efficient trans-national researcloperation in the field of biodiversity researchding.
With the aim of contributing to the implementatiointhe EU Biodiversity Strategy, BiodivERSA alloy
the funding agencies to collate existing activitiesmpare future strategies and recommendatior
consultative bodies, and systematically exploreoomities for future collaboration. BiodivERSA al
contributes to better coherence and increased gigsdoetween the national programmes of cooper
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with developing countries in the field of biodivigysresearch funding.
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Walloon Region:

. Interreg projects.

. Bilateral co-operation with neighbouring courdri¢GD Luxembourg, France, the Netherlan
Germany) does exist for the management of transtayyrprotected areas, such as the High Fens E
Natural Reserve with Germany and the managemetiteoDur Valley area together with Luxembol
and Germany in the frame of the Benelux Converdiath EU framework.

. A project plan for the transboundary manageméraincecological network between GD Luxembo
and Wallonia is being developed. Joint actionsadse implemented with The Netherlands in the frg
of Salmon reintroduction in the river Meuse bagiroject Salmon 2000).

. In the frame of the Ramsar Convention, Wallonipp®rts the management of wet zones crosse
the black stork in its migration between Europe Sedegal.

. Cooperative management of the transboundary Raiteaof the Haute-Sdre (Wallonia Luxembour

. Cooperative management against floodings isdangbn several water bassins.

. The international Commission of the Meuse andal$@ssures the coordination of the implementat

of the Water Framework Directive and provides aga Parties for a better prevention and a better
protection against floodings and pollutions.

. A project aims at implementing integrated managyenn the Haine bassin:
http://www.gihm.org/index.htm

. Cooperative management is also in place for tirefiean Otter (Wallonia, Luxembourg and
Germany).

. A cooperation project aims at producing localtgges of trees to be planted on riverbanks (Wadlon
Luxembourg and France)tp://ecoliri.cra.wallonie.bg/
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Goal 2: Parties have improved financial, human, sentific, technical, and technological capacity tg
implement the Convention.

2.1 All Parties have adequate capacity for implawaten of priority actions in national biodiversity
strategy and action plans.

Human capacity

Belgium has a wealth of scientific and technicgbexise to undertake its activities. In additianisi
involved in many European and international progre® and projects to help to share this expe
with other countries.

Financial capacity

Belgium’s three regions and the federal governneamh have their own budgets for the financing
biodiversity. In Flanders, a specific funds (Minadis) has been established to deal with finarn
aspects of investments in the field of environmditte country also beneficiates from co-financ
opportunities through European financing program(h#sE+, the European Fisheries Fund (EFF),
Cohesion and Structural Funds and the Europearcélgrial Fund for Rural Development (EAFRL
the Seventh Framework Programme for Research, etc.)

See also chapter Il
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2.2 Developing country Parties, in particular tbast developed and the small island developing$ta
amongst them, and other Parties with economieaisition, have sufficient resources available to
implement the three objectives of the Convention.

—

Federal government:

The Belgian Development Cooperation (composed @f Directorate General for Developme
Cooperation and of the Belgian Technical Coopenatitevotes resources to environmental manage
(including biodiversity) in developing countriesrdligh several channels: bilateral cooperation

2Nt
ment
e.g.
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support to the sustainable management of foredtseilfCongo Basin), multilateral cooperation throt
the financing of GEF, UNEP and other internatiopabgrammes and organisations and indi
cooperation through the financing of universitesentific institutions and civil society organiismts.
The Belgian contribution to GEF amounts to 11,5@5,EUR per year for the period 2007-2011. 1
cooperation with UNEP is fixed by multi-year progmaes of work. For the period 2004-2007,
amount of contributions was 2,375,000 EUR per y@ar 9,500,000 EUR). Priority was given
environmental assessments, water management ahdikhéetween poverty and environment.
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The amount of Belgian public aid for developmenomeration in the field of environment and water

management/water sanitation is highlighted in &idet below:

_____________________________ 12002 12003 i 2004 i 2005 . 2006
Environment 1 12.069.284 15.624.043: 16.398.675  15.560.252 160874
__Water and sanitation | 15.589.582 | 23.726.259; 21.044.349  30.730.641 432882,
| Total MDG 7 | 27.658.866 39.350.302! 37.443.024  46.290.893  6(B306.

Source: http://www.dgci.be/frlcampagne_omd/inderlht

Flemish Region:

Since 2002, the Flemish Fund for Tropical Forests lheen supporting local projects in South Ame
that pertain to the sustainable management andgtian of forests.
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=606&id_structuur=74

Walloon Region:
Several development cooperation projects exist:

Burkina Faso

. Support to the computerization of forest manageriedCL grant)

. Rehabilitation of the dams of Barka, Kouzougod Biaggio (SHER grant)

. Scientific valorisation of the Nazinga ranch (iwat- grant)

. Preservation and protection of the forest galietphe Sourou valley (FUL & Coprod grants)

Morocco

. Development of an information system and inteseeter on biodiversity (UMH grant)
. Support to the computerization of forest manager(igCL grant)

. Establishment of a thematic House of the Cedar

Romania
. Support to the computerization of forest manager(igCL grant)
. Analysis and protection of pristine forests (U@tants)

Mauritania
. Extension of the green belt of Nouackchott (FA@n)

Congo
. Reactivation of the hunting domain of Bombo LuméNature+ grant)

2.3 Developing country Parties, in particular tbast developed and the small island developing@$ta
amongst them, and other Parties with economiegsusition, have increased resources and technolg
transfer available to implement the Cartagena obton Biosafety.

See text in relation to item 1.4 above.
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2.4 All Parties have adequate capacity to implerttemtCartagena Protocol on Biosafety.
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See text in relation to item 1.4 above.

2.5 Technical and scientific cooperation is malargjgnificant contribution to building capacity.

Belgium is involved in many capacity building pragimes both at European and international le
some have already been mentioned in tHeNational Report. As the situation is not fundaraépt
different nowadays, please refer to
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportd/maports/nat_report_3/arts
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reports/maports/nat_report_3/art16
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reports/maports/nat_report_3/art18

Belgian CHM partnership initiative (Royal Belgiamstitute of Natural Sciences):
200 persons from 36 countries or regional orgaioisatattended training courses, meetings

workshops organised or co-organised by the Belfpaal point for the CHM from 2005 to May 2009.

See alsdnttp://www.biodiv.be/cooperation/chm_caop

Belgian GTI capacity building programme (Royal Befglnstitute of Natural Sciences):
Since 2004, 281 applications from nearly 50 coestyielded a selection of 69 candidates for trgimnm

els,

and

Belgium. In addition, a few dozen scientists weainiedin situ either during practical training sessians

or during theoretical workshops. Abc Taxa seriés:mnanuals for capacity building in the field
taxonomy and the management of natural historyectins have been published since 2004. See
http://www.biodiv.be/cooperation/gti_co@mdhttp://www.abctaxa.he

of
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Goal 3: National biodiversity strategies and actiorplans and the integration of biodiversity
concerns into relevant sectors serve as an effeaifrtamework for the implementation of the
objectives of the Convention.

3.1 Every Party has effective national strategiams and programmes in place to provide a national

framework for implementing the three objectiveshef Convention and to set clear national priorities

See text in chapter Il of this report.

3.2 Every Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Beigdfas a regulatory framework in place and
functioning to implement the Protocol.

See text in relation to item 1.4 above.

3.3 Biodiversity concerns are being integrated fetevant national sectoral and cross-sectoralsplan
programmes and policies.

See text in chapter Il of this report.

3.4 The priorities in national biodiversity straggand action plans are being actively implemerdsd
a means to achieve national implementation of thiev€ntion, and as a significant contribution tovea
the global biodiversity agenda.

d

See text in chapter Il of this report.

Goal 4: There is a better understanding of the impdance of biodiversity and of the Convention,
and this has led to broader engagement across sdgié implementation.

4.1 All Parties are implementing a communicatiayaation, and public awareness strategy and
promoting public participation in support of ther@ention.

A Belgian national survey on people’s perceptiorbiaidiversity was carried out in 2007 by the Ro
Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences. It coveré&Bklgian cities and gathered 735 answers thrg
face-to-face interviews. The main conclusions are:

- 62% of the respondents have heard of biodiversity

- 79% think that the number of species is decrgadi%o think it is increasing

- 43% think that the state of environment has wuoede 38% that it has remained stable

- 88% of respondents agree that humans have thengbility of protecting life on Earth
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- 16% of respondents are member of a nature proteassociation
- 2% of the respondents do not wish to receiverinfdion on biodiversity.

CEPA activities are undertaken by all 3 regions &agdthe federal administration, as well as
numerous stakeholders (universities, scientifititutions, NGOs) each in their field of competence.

by

A national coordination group (the ‘CEPA contacogp’ under the Belgian Steering Committee

“Biodiversity Convention”) has been set up for techange of information and the coordination
activities relating to public awareness. One ohitsn tasks is to identify activities for the Imational
Day on Biological Diversity on 22 May (sddtp://www.biodiv.be/implementation/ibd It will also
serve as the national coordination committee ferlthernational Year of Biological Diversity in 201

Flemish Region:

- specific school programmes MOS (Environment dto®t);

- activities undertaken by the visitor centreshaf Agency for Nature and Forests;

- education projects by Division for Nature and iEowment Education of the Department;

- financial support for Nature/Environment NGO's fovareness and educational programmes

- organisation/participation in events relateditmtversity: outings, conferences, markets, fairs,...

- public consultation and brochures on the Envirent& Nature Policy Plan, Press conferences sug
for the launch of Nature Reports NARA and Environtaé and Nature Reports MIRA, newslette
booklets and leaflets, brochures on the main dosnafithe Agency, website of the Agency with links
various topics on nature conservation issbép:(/www.natuurenbos.peetc.

Awareness campaigns on the needs to involve abbisein the conservation of nature values

- organisation of awareness campaigns such as latiore with port development, transpg
infrastructure, military domains

- activities of awareness-raising on the use abjiewlous material for forestry

- activities of awareness-raising for fishery stieg on good fishery practices and standing wag
management for fishermen

- trainings for hunters on good hunting practide®g;game licence, ornithology

- information sessions for stakeholders, other a@tations and local authorities on Natura 2000
the process for development of conservation olyesti

- training sessions for local authorities for thenmagement of parks and green spaces

- continuous awareness activities and guided tiounature areas organised by NGO's

Walloon Region:

Different organisms provide to schools educatigragrammes in relation to nature conservation.

‘Institut d'éco-pédagogie’ organises additionailnirey courses for teachers on how to get in touith

nature. The ‘Réseau Idée’ assists schools to mtegactivities aiming for the discovery of a
sensitisation on nature and the environment. Thdodfa Region finances and distributes pedagq
kits on different themes related to the environmend the natural heritage. The ‘Centres
Dépaysement et de Plein Air' (CDPA), establishedthy French Community, conduct training g
education activities in relation to the environmémt schools. The network of ‘Centres Régiong
d’Initiation a I'Environnement’ (CRIE) is made oéwtres for environmental education and awarer
Their actions are mainly (but not exclusively) oted towards school children aged 6-12.

. Naturalists’ associations are financed in viewotganise public awareness and education actiy
oriented towards nature conservation (e.g. excussivisits of nature reserves, management of ng
reserves, publications, etc.) or towards spedikertatic areas (e.g. forests, quality of waterca s, ).
. The Nature Department of the Walloon Region #ésmches regularly thematic nature protection
development operations, which always include anoimamt public awareness and educational [
Some examples of projects include the protectiotai§, migration of amphibians, the migration
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black storks (www.explorado.com).

. The Nature and Forest Division launched seveaehprships with municipalities aiming among others

to raise awareness and involve them in the preservand development of their natural heritagearigl

Communaux de Développement de la Nature’, the k@ades operation, ‘Combles et clochers’, the

week of the tree, etc.;

. The waterway schemes (Contrats de Riviéres)iatemd to involve rural actors into a participative
process designed to enhance or restore biodiveasity local scale and to make public awareness on

nature conservation issues.

. Natural parks and Ramsar sites have organisereaess and education activities on inland waters
. Information sessions on Natura 2000 have beesnisgd by the Nature Department

. LIFE projects also include public awareness #@tw for stakeholders and local communities.

. Many brochures on nature conservation have bablisped by the Nature and Forestry department of

the Walloon region (on Natura 2000, birds, wetlards.).

. For the French-speaking community, a specific pfidgramme ‘Jardin Extraordinaire’ addresses

nature and biodiversity topics from Belgium and laavide.

. Other associations such as GAWI (integrated aoiddical fruit production) and CARI (protection of

pollinators) receive support from the Walloon Regio promote awareness programmes on sustainable

management of natural resources.

Brussels-Capital Region:
. Regional centres for ecology initiation receivading to develop training programs for schools.
Communication actions for schools also exist.

The Brussels Centre for Nature Education organissery two years a new touring

workshop/exhibition for schools in Brussels. Frod®2 to 2010 the workshop focuses on “Birds”. From

2010 to 2012, the workshop will focus on “Biodivigrsn cities”.
. The biodiversity theme is integrated in the gaheducation and public awareness programmes g
Brussels Institute for Environmental Managemenb¢hures, leaflets, presence at fairs and otheiiq
events, actions oriented towards families, schaotgens, etc.). The Institute has a well-devetb
website with extensive information in French anddbuhttp://www.ibgebim.bg

. Financial and logistic support is given to NGf@s awareness and educational programmes. An
others, there is a programme called “Nature ingduwglen” which helps city dwellers develop a naty
based approach to their gardening practibép:(/www.natureaujardin.be/

. Public consultation and information campaigns ldwodiversity action are organised (e.a. on
extension of protected areas in forests).

Federal leve:

Some examples of publications:

. Booklet 'Biodiversiteit in Belgié: een overzidhta biodiversité en Belgique: un apercu'.

. Booklet 'Biodiversiteit in Belgié: van vitaal laglg / La biodiversité en Belgique: une questioalgit

. Booklet 'Biodiversiteit in Belgié: de opmars vexoten / La biodiversité en Belgique: SOS invasion
. Booklet ‘Bezint eer je met hout begint - FSC &FE voor een verantwoord bosbeheer’/ FSC et
PEFC : le bois certifié ! Un petit conseil avarstatfieter ?’.

. Booklet ‘Bombybook’
(see alsdttp://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/leafl@sdhttp://www.belgium.be/fr/publications/publ_bombyloiep)

Web-based applications:
. AMAI biodiversity (http://www.naturalsciences.be/institute/structuidiy/amai/index_htn
. Bombylius website for kidshtp://www.bombylius.bg/

Campaigns:
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biodiversity, by getting individuals take small asichple steps that will have long-term positivesett.

The campaign presents practical tools, relevawirimétion and useful contacts to motivate people who
want to take action. People can commit themseliasam engagement booklet or a website. The

campaign will be reactivated and will culminate2@10 during the International Year on Biological

Diversity (http://www.vip.biodiv.bég

Participation in fairs and other public events:

. The federal Ministry of Environment and the Royglgian Institute of Natural Sciences both
participate regularly in fairs and public eventsoitler to disseminate information and raise awaghe

on biodiversity. The RBINS also participates in thdences congress’ that provides training foesce
teachers.

. Environmental associations (e.g. Natagora andilNptint) will collaborate during the Internation
Year of Biodiversity in 2010. These associationdl wisseminate biodiversity awareness mater
developed by the federal Ministry of Environmentlahe Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciend
These materials will be distributed during theimpactivities and several nature events.
. Moreover, partnerships with TV channels will lmnsidered in the context of broadcasts dedicate
environmental themes such as among other biodiyersi

Exhibitions:
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The Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Scienceg Royal Museum of Central Africa and the Nationhal
Botanic Garden of Belgium regularly organise exiobis on biodiversity-related themes. A special

attention will be provided to biodiversity by aliree institutions during the International Year

Biodiversity (in 2010). The RBINS will open a newrmanent exhibition hall on ‘biodiversity in cities

The RMCA will open a temporary exhibition on thediversity of the Congo River. The NBGB w
put African plants and botany into the spotlightwvill also open a renovated greenhouse to theiqubl

Capacity building:

The CHM partnership initiative contains a speciablit Awareness component for partner countr,
Since 2005, 12 small projects to raise public am@se in partner countries have been implementg
11 countries thanks to the support of the Belgiamdlbpment Cooperation.

4.2 Every Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Baigas promoting and facilitating public awareness
education and participation in support of the Rroto

Belgium maintains on-line information systems thaivide the public with up-to-date information
the legislative framework for LMOs, applicationg 1o0MO authorisations, decisions taken by relev
authorities, risk assessment aspects and guidehmnesmeasures provided as part of risk manager
To date, the main information source for these @sep is the "Belgian Biosafety Serve
(http://www.biosafety.be
In accordance with European Community and natiom@uirements, Belgium is also active
contributing to information exchange systems eshbt at Community level to provide pub
information about LMOs.

Belgium has established practical procedures fotipweonsultation in the case of requests fieldlsr
with GMOs in Belgium (for marketing of GMOs, thersultation process is managed by the Eurog
Commission).

Belgium has been largely involved in the negot@tiprocess under the Aarhus convention
establishes public participation in decisions olibéeate release into the environment and placimg
the market of GMOs.
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4.3 Indigenous and local communities are effecfivi@olved in implementation and in the procesdes o

the Convention, at national, regional and inteorl levels.

Since 2002, the Flemish Fund for Tropical Forests lheen supporting local projects in South Ame
that pertain to the sustainable management andgtian of forests:
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http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=en&detail=606&id_structuur=74
These projects are carried out through the nonitpoodanisation Groenhart vzw. Groenhart supports
activities in the South which aim at local devel@mnand any other of the following topics: natune a
biodiversity conservation, sustainable managemenatural resources, recovery of degraded areas and
reinforcement of the ecological capacity of ecomyst. In the supported projects, Groenhart works

together with local partner organizations and tbpytation. Participation all through the processhef
project, from the beginning of the idea until theaf activities, is of great importance. In the thof
Groenhart aims at strengthening the public supfmoran awareness of the global importance of|the
topics aforementioned.

4.4 Key actors and stakeholders, including thegbeisector, are engaged in partnership to implement
the Convention and are integrating biodiversityamns into their relevant sectoral and cross-salctor
plans, programmes and policies.

See chapter I

3. Conclusions

The attention to biodiversity has increased overydars. Policies have been adopted and measwes ha
been taken to stop the erosion of biodiversity tireddeterioration of ecosystems, among others gjtrou
the establishment of the Natura 2000 network. Thaxe also been many ‘nature development’ initéstiv

in the various regions. At the federal level, bidsity has been integrated in the sustainableldewent

policy.

However, this report and various other reports skiwat despite some positive results for some specie
groups, the efforts are not enough to stop biodityetoss. Most species groups are threatened e so
extent, some groups with up to more than 70% df g@ecies in a precarious conservation status. The
situation is the same in all of Belgium’s regioesen if some slight differences can be observed fvoe
region to another.

It is clear that current activities are not suffiti to reach the European target (also reflect&®klgium’s
national biodiversity strategy) of halting the lagdiodiversity by 2010.

It is hoped that the full implementation of the tdat 2000 network, including the setting up of
management plans and site-specific actions, wilp heprove the status of biodiversity in the areas
covered by the network.

This will not suffice to ensure that the loss obdiversity is reduced. The conservation of biodditgr
should be supported by measures for the sustained@eof its components and for the restoration of
degraded habitats. Greater attention and supperh@eded for the effective integration of biodiugrs
issues into other sector policies and budgets. iflslades sectors such as agriculture, land-usenpig,
fisheries, economic development, financing, etcisltalso essential to better integrate biodiversity
concerns in environmental impact and strategicsassents.

Where needed, enforcement should be enhanced. Kdgw/lis needed on how to estimate the economic
value of ecosystem services and instruments areede¢o integrate these values in policies and
management measures. Finally, communication onivsmgity should highlight the importance of
biodiversity for human livelihood, in an understabté and accessible way.
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Appendix | - Information concerning reporting Party and preparation of
national report

1. Reporting Party

Contracting Party Belgium

NATIONAL FOCAL POINT

Full name of the institution Royal Belgian Instéuwif Natural Sciences

Name and title of contact officer Dr A. Franklimofoter of the CBD NFP

Mailing address CBD NFP, Vautier Street 29, B-1800ssels
Telephone +32 2 627 45 87

Fax +32 2627 41 41

E-mail anne.franklin@naturalsciences.be

CONTACT OFFICER FOR NATIONAL REPORT (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

Full name of the institution Royal Belgian Insteéwdf Natural Sciences

Name and title of contact officer Marc Peeters,igast to the CBD NFP

Mailing address CBD NFP, Vautier Street 29, B-1800ssels

Telephone +32 2 627 45 65

Fax +32 2627 41 41

E-mail marc.peeters@naturalsciences.be
SUBMISSION

Signature of officer responsible Mr Roland Moreau, Director General - Environmerdgdé&ral Public
for submitting national report | Service for Public Health, Food Security and Envinent

Date of submission 05.10.2009
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2. Overview of Belgian Regional and Thematic Focdtoints

Regional Focal Points

For the Flemish Region:

Dr Els Martens

Nature Division, Ministry of the Flemish Community
Koning Albert ll-laan 20, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2553 76 78, Fax: +32 2 553 76 85
E-mail: els.martens@Ine.vlaanderen.be

For the Brussels-Capital Region:

Dr Machteld Gryseels

Green Spaces Division, Brussels Institute for Managnt of the Environment
Gulledelle 100, B-1200 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2775 75 61, Fax: +322 77576 79

E-mail: mgr@ibgebim.be

For the Walloon Region:

Ir Catherine Debruyne

Department for European Policies and Internatidwgeements
Service public de Wallonie

Avenue Prince de Liége 7, B-5100 Jambes

Tel.: +32 81 33 58 06, Fax: +32 81 33 58 22

E-mail: catherine.debruyne@spw.wallonie.be

Thematic Focal Points

Ms Claire Collin

Access and Benefit Sharing NFP

DG Environment Federal Public Service of Public ltlea
Place Victor Horta 40 / 10, B-1060 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 524 96 23, Fax: +32 2 524 96 00

E-mail: claire.collin@health.fgov.be

Mr Han de Koeijer

CHM NFP

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
Vautier Street 29, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 627 42 67, Fax: +32 2 627 41 41
E-mail: cbd-chm@naturalsciences.be

Dr Yves Samyn

Global Taxonomy Initiative NFP

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
Vautier Street 29, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 627 41 24, Fax: +32 2 627 41 41
E-mail: cbd-gti@naturalsciences.be
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Dr Hendrik Segers

SBSTTA NFP

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
Vautier Street 29, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 627 43 10, Fax: +32 2 627 41 13
E-mail: chd-sbstta@naturalsciences.be

Dr Jan Rammeloo

GSPC NFP

National Botanic Garden of Belgium
Domein van Bouchout, B-1860 Meise

Tel.: +32 2 260 09 28, Fax: +32 2 260 09 45
jan.rammeloo@br.fgov.be

Dr Els Martens

Protected Areas NFP

Nature Division, Ministry of the Flemish Community
Koning Albert Il-laan 20, B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2553 76 78, Fax: +32 2 553 76 85
E-mail: els.martens@Ine.vlaanderen.be

Ms Lucette Flandroy

Cartagena Protocol NFP

DG Environment Federal Public Service of Public lHea
Place Victor Horta 40 / 10, B-1060 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 524 96 22, Fax: +32 2 524 96 00

E-mail: lucette.flandroy@health.fgov.be

Dr Didier Breyer

BCH NFP

Scientific Institute of Public Health

Juliette Wytsman Street 14, B-1050 Brussels
Tel.: +32 2 642 52 93, Fax: +32 2 642 52 92
E-mail: bbch@sbb.ihe.be

3. Procedure for the preparation of the report

- September 2008: an email with a proposition of ¢ho@ology to complete the fourth national report
was sent out to the three regional focal pointstaadederal administration.

- November 2008: the fourth national report was dised during the 581meeting of the Steering
Committee ‘Biodiversity Convention’.

- The first answers were received in February anccMan09, but most arrived in May and June.

- June & July 2009: the National Focal Point held@dugh review to harmonise the input as much as

possible, to identify the remaining gaps and tddrgddress them.

- A non official version of the national report wasnsto the CBD-secretariat programme officers in
charge of the national report on 17.07.2009 for GBgurposes.

- The fourth national report was further completed anbmitted to the Steering Committee
Biodiversity Convention for approval on 14.09.2009.
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- The third national report was submitted to the @ow@ting Committee for International
Environmental Policy for approval on 24.09.2009.

4. Contributing experts

- Alaime Pascale, Brussels Institute for Manageroétiie Environment (IBGE-BIM)

- Beck Olivier, Brussels Institute for Managemehtie Environment (IBGE-BIM)

- Breyer Didier, Scientific Institute of Public Hea(IPH)

- Collin Claire, Ministry for Public Health, Foodn@in Safety and the Environment

- de Koeijer Han, Royal Belgian Institute of Naiusaiences (RBINS)

- Debruyne Catherine, Wallonian Public Service

- Degreef Jérbme, National Botanic Garden of Belg{NBGB)

- Dumortier Myriam, Flemish Research Institute Rature and Forest (INBO)

- Engelbeen Mathias, Brussels Institute for Manag@rof the Environment (IBGE-BIM)

- Evrard Georges, Ministry for Public Health, Fd0lain Safety and the Environment

- Franklin Anne, Royal Belgian Institute of Natu&diences (RBINS)

- Godefroid Sandrine, National Botanic Garden ogigen (NBGB)

- Godin Marie-Céline, Brussels Institute for Manamgat of the Environment (IBGE-BIM)

- Gryseels Machteld, Brussels Institute for Managenof the Environment (IBGE-BIM)

- Hallet Catherine, Wallonian Public Service

- Hollebosch Patrick, Belgian Development Cooperati

- Kerckhof Francis, Royal Belgian Institute of Ni@uSciences (RBINS)

- Martens Els, Agency for Nature & Forests, Flentihistry for Environment, Nature and Energy
- Peeters Marc, Royal Belgian Institute of NatiBelences (RBINS)

- Peymen Johan, Flemish Research Institute forrdatnd Forest (INBO)

- Prignon Jean-Christophe, Brussels Institute fankgement of the Environment (IBGE-BIM)
- Raeymaekers Geert, Ministry for Public HealthoéF&hain Safety and the Environment

- Rotsaert Guy, Brussels Institute for Manageméith® Environment (IBGE-BIM)

- Samyn Yves, Royal Belgian Institute of Naturaledces (RBINS)

- Schlesser Marianne, Royal Belgian Institute ofuxa Sciences (RBINS)

- Thomas Evert, Ministry for Public Health, Foodaith Safety and the Environment

- Van der Wijden Ben, Brussels Institute for Managet of the Environment (IBGE-BIM)
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Appendix Il - Further sources of information

1. National / Federal level

Biodiversity in Belgium, a country study:
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/books/bib

Belgium’s National Biodiversity Strategy 2006-2016:
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/strataatphational_strategie_biodiversity_en.pdf

Federal Plan for Sustainable Development 2004-2008:
http://www.icdo.be/NL/publicaties/federale planr&s/plan

First, Second and Third National Report of Belgitanthe Convention on Biological Diversity:
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportd/maports

First Regular National Report on the implementatibthe Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety:
http://www.cbd.int/doc/world/be/be-nr-cpb-01-en.pdf

Interim National Report on the Implementation af tbartagena Protocol on Biosafety:
http://www.cbd.int/doc/world/be/be-nr-cpbi-en.pdf

Environmental Performance Reviews: Belgium (2007)
http://www.oecd.org/document/61/0,3343,en_2649 3438168061 1 1 1 37465,00.html#Contents

Mid-term Report of Belgium on implementation of Bibdiversity Action Plan:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodivetsiisnm2006/pdf/profiles/be.pdf

CBD Programme of Work on Marine and Coastal Biodiitg - National implementation Report (2009):
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportsti reports/thematic-report-marine-and-coastal-

biodiversity

Report from Belgium in reply to the CBD SecretaNaitification 2006-080 on Protected Areas (2007):
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportstin reports/pa_2007

Belgian Report on the Implementation of the Progod/ork for the Global Taxonomy Initiative (2004):
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportsftin reports/gti_2004

Thematic Report on Forest Ecosystems in Belgiur@Z20
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportsfin reports/forests 2002

Report on indicators for biological diversity inlgeim (2001):
http://www.biodiv.be/implementation/docs/reportsftin reports/indicators 2001

http://www.biodiv.be

http://www.biodiversity.be

http://www.naturalsciences.be/biodiv

http://www.health.fgov.be
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2. Flemish Region

Nature Report 2007:
http://www.inbo.be/content/page.asp?pid=BEL NARA R¥X2007download

Nature Reports 1999, 2001, 2003 and 2005:
http://www.inbo.be/content/page.asp?pid=BEL NARA [

State of Nature in Flanders (Belgium) - Biodiverditdicators 2008:
http://www.inbo.be/docupload/3997.pdf

Policy Plan for Environment and Nature (2003-2G8tended to 2010):
http://www.Ine.be/themas/beleid/beleidsplanning

Flanders Environment Reports (MIRA-T, MIRA-BE, MIR3) on themes (T), on policy (BE) and on
scenarios (S):
http://www.milieurapport.be/nl/MIRA/

http://www.natuurenbos.be

http://www.biodiversityindicators.be

http://www.natuurindicatoren.be

http://www.nara.be

http://www.inbo.be

http://www.Ine.be

3. Walloon Region

Le tableau de bord 2008:
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/tablematies@xa

Le rapport analytique 2006-2007:
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/tablematies@xa

Plan d’environnement pour le développement durable:
http://environnement.wallonie.be/cgi/dgrne/platefer dgrne/visiteur/anims_divers.cfm?pere=295&doc=
afrnat_1.htm&theme=Nature%20et%20for%EAts

http://natura2000.wallonie.be/

http://environnement.wallonie.be/

http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/

http://environnement.wallonie.be/crnfb/

http://environnement.wallonie.be/contrat rivierdéx.htm
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http://environnement.wallonie.be/dnf/PCDN/

4. Brussels-Capital Region

Report on the state of the environment (2003-2006):
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/Templates/Bigeau?.aspx?id=3036&langtype=2060

Weiserbs, A. & Jacob, J.-P. (2007). Oiseaux nicheerBruxelles (2000-2004). Aves. Liege. 288 pp.

Weiserbs A. & Jacob J.-P. (2005). Amphibiens ettiReppde la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale. Aves &
Institut Bruxellois pour la Gestion de I'Environnen, Bruxelles. 107 pp.

http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be

http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/TemplatesiBaliers/Niveau2.aspx?id=118&langtype=2060
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Appendix Il - Progress towards the Targets of theGlobal Strategy for Plant
Conservation and the Programme of Work on Protected\reas

1. Progress towards the Targets of the Global Stratly for Plant Conservation

Target 1. A widely accessible working list of knowrplant species, as a step towards a complete
world flora

National species lists for vascular plants, mosses lichens are available. A complete country dist
naturalised species of Phanerogams is also awailadohd put on the Inplanbel website
(http://www.fsagx.ac.be/ec/inplanbel/Pages/introlbgim). A partially completed national flora of fresh
water algae also exists.

A recent and complete checklist of fungi for Belgigloes not exist. The distribution of ~ 200 speoies
fungi was publisheddistributiones Fungorum Belgii et Luxembuyrdtor the whole country, only a list of
Uredinales is in press (Vanderweyen & Fraiture 2@008)

For Flanders, there is an up-to-date checklist aSi@omycetes and Myxomycetes. The list of
Ascomycetes is in preparation.

Apart from that, the National Botanic Garden of gdmn and researchers from many other Belgian
research institutes actively contribute towardspheparation of plant species lists and floraselected
other countries (see below).

No new strategies have been developed since tlifecation of the Global Strategy for Plant
Conservation. However, the following running pragraes should ensure the realisation of target 1:

- Regular updating of the species list of Phaneroganggiaranteed by the regular update of the
‘Flora of Belgium ‘ by Lambinon et al. published bye National Botanic Garden of Belgium in
both Dutch and French.

- Completion of the species list for fresh water alga guaranteed by the continuation of ‘Flore
Pratigue des Algues d'Eau Douce de Belgique’ by @& published by the National Botanic
Garden of Belgium.

- The National Botanic Garden of Belgium in collalioma with the other Belgian herbaria is
contributing to a database with scanned images| efomenclatorial types for both the flora of
Africa south of the Sahara (API-project) and SoArherica (LAPI-project).

- The National Botanic Garden of Belgium is editod gublisher of the ‘Flore d’Afrique Centrale’
and ‘Fungus Flora of Tropical Africa’.

- Researchers from several research institutes baotgrito the realisation of other African flora
projects and checklists.

- International initiatives:
0 65% of ‘Flore d’Afrique Centrale’ has been comptete
0 The results of the API-project are available omlgince 2007

0 Flore du Bénin has been published in 2006 with ridmmtions of researchers from the
National Botanic Garden of Belgium

0 A check-list of Gabonese vascular plants prepase8dsef et al. has been published by
the National Botanic Garden of Belgium
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- Databasing of plant specimens from Central Afiscaontinued as an effort to compile a checklist
of vascular plants for this region.

- Belgian Rubiaceae researchers will contributéhnéocompletion of the Rubiaceae part for the ‘Flore
du Gabon’

Target 2. A preliminary assessment of the conserviain status of all known plant species, at national,
regional and international levels

All three regions have developed plans to estallipheliminary assessment of the conservationstaftu
the known species.

Federal: For lichens, frequency indices exist for eachcmse in each phytogeographical district
(http://www.lichenology.info/cqgi-bin/baseportal.ptk=atlag. For bryophytes, the European red list
species present in Belgium have been listed (Sotaal. 2007).

Flemish Region distribution atlases, updates of red lists anahitooing programmes form an important
basis for the development of comprehensive spqmietection plans. The theme ‘Biodiversity’ in the
Flemish Environment Policy Plan includes a spesp=eific programme with development of updates of
red lists and distribution atlases over the plarpexibd.

A red list of vascular plants has been developée. |6t can be consultedlatp://flora.inbo.be/floraThe

list will be updated regularly in the future. Th&las of the flora of the Flemish and Brussels-@alpi
Regions’ has been published in 2006. A regional IRstdfor fungi has been published by the Flemish
Region (Walleyn & Verbeken 2000).

Brussels-Capital Region:Within the framework of the Brussels-Capital Regimonitoring programme
on flora and fauna, an estimation of the consewmattatus of plant species of the region has been
performed on basis of observations from 1991-94nefv plant inventory study has been completed
(2003-2006). These data provide new informatiothenconservation status of plant species presehein
Brussels-Capital Region. The National Botanic GarofeBelgium is working on the online publicatioh o
the Brussels data by 2010.

Walloon Region: a red list of vascular plants exists (according4GN criteria), and is consultable on
internet (http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/especeslegie/plantes/listerouge/liste.a3pi should be noted
that this Red List is a binding legal instrumenitdsas been published in the decree of 06.12.200the
conservation of Natura 2000 areas and the faunfi@enadMoniteur Belge, 22/01/2002).

An atlas of vascular plants of the Walloon regibowdd be completed by 2010.

Target 3. Development of models with protocols foplant conservation and sustainable use, based
on research and practical experience

All three regions have developed models for plamservation:

Flemish Region the Research Institute for Nature and Forestngeaber of Planta Europa. During the
meeting of Planta Europa in Valencia (17-20.09.200% development of a list of Important Plant @ge
was proposed to document and safeguard the flawdiviersity in Europe. This methodology has since
then been acknowledged by the CBD.

Criteria for the assessment of conservation stat&J-habitats have been developed (Heutz & Pdelinc
2000).

The National Botanic Garden in Meise was one offitlse gardens in the world to use suitable altéves

to peat as compost for cultivating plants in thedga. To grow plants in peat compost is tremengousl|
damaging for nature because it directly endangeas$ Ipogs and the plants and animals that live tikere
this reason, the NBGB uses and promotes a compaxt wf coconut fibre.

Walloon Region the Nature and Forest Division requested the &ekeCentre on Nature, Forests and
Wood as well as the Gembloux Agricultural Universib search for and identify new seed-forming
populations, not only of the principal wood essenbeat also of secondary essences, with the aim to
increase the genetic diversity of the Walloon foré®r non-social species, parent plants have been
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identified for the conservation of plants of locaigin. The Walloon Counter of Reproductional Fomgs
Material is in charge of the harvesting and disitiiin of this material to public and private pldmeeders
and tree nurseries.

For nearly thirty years the Fruit Tree Genetic Reses Laboratory (RGF) of the Walloon center for
agricultural research has been involved in theectibn, conservation, evaluation and valorizatibold
fruit varieties. The Department’s collection of oarieties to date comprises 3,160 introductions
including some 1,600 apple trees, 1,030 pear ard<s340 plum trees.

Brussels-Capital Region sustainable management of nature areas helpstecpspecific plant species
and habitats listed in the Habitat Directive.

Apart from the above-mentioned strategies, th@walg initiatives help contributing to this target:

- The INIBAP Transit Centre of Biodiversity Internatial at the Catholic University of Leuven
(KULeuven) will have cryopreserved the entire FA€idnated banana germplasm by 2010. This
is the world reference centre for banana.

- Member of European Native Seed Conservation Netw&KSCONET). Its purpose is the
improved quality, coordination and integration afr&ean seed conservation practice, policy and
research for native plant species.

A lot of experience exists within the sector ofuratconservation organisations. Specific publicetiare
available. Existing initiatives and knowledge shiblbé listed.

At the National Botanic Garden of Belgium, seed [glas of rare or endangered species of the different
phytogeographical regions of Belgium are store@@t C.

The National Botanic Garden of Belgium ensuresmiamagement of a base collection of botanical and
wild forms of legumes (tribe Phaseoleae, sub-tRbaseolinae). The main objective is to conserva on
long-term basis the largest possible genetic diyettsrough seed samples stored at —20° C.

Concerning the cryopreservation of the banana gesnp about 550 accessions are frozen at present.
Financial sources are being secured for this perpda the World Bank, the Gatsby Charitable
Foundation and the Global Crops Diversity Trust.

Developed protocols for cryopreservation have pnadeefunction also on strawberry, potato and clacor
These are really crops of importance to Belgium dherefore efforts should be made to start
cryocollections of these crops.

Target 4. At least ten percent of each of the world ecological regions effectively conserved

In Belgium there is no special target requiringt thentected areas cover a minimum percentage of the
ecological regions. However, the EU Habitats Dikecaind Birds Directive include qualitative targéds
the designation of protected areas for the listethegered species and habitats in Belgium.

Flemish Region:At the end of 2008, the Flemish region had 200d.éfature reserves. Just for the year
2008 the area of nature reserves has increase@#¥/ Ha. At the end of 2008, the Flemish region had
2554 ha of forest reserves. Between 2004 and 2@0rdtwork grew on average by about 145 ha per year
Taking into account the areas with a nature ortenteanagement the total area with ‘conservation
management’ at the end of 2007 totalises 39 363.08% of the Flemish region is designated as Matur
2000 area.
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Brussels-Capital Region:c. 1.5% of the Brussels-Capital Region is desigghals nature or forest reserve.
However, as much as 14% of the Brussels-CapitaidReg designated as Natura 2000 area.

Walloon Region: On 1st January 2009, the Walloon Region had l4fe stature reserves covering 7058
ha, 135 approved nature reserves covering 228b3i@arest reserves covering 610 ha, and 51 wetlahds
biological interest covering 1090 ha. 13% of thelldém region is designated as Natura 2000 area.

Target 5. Protection of fifty percent of the mostiinportant areas for plant diversity assured

None of the regions has a list of most importamaarfor plant diversity. However, Natura 2000 is
focusing on some vegetation types important fontpiiversity such as peat bogs, alluvial foredts, Bhe
Natura 2000 network of protected areas is expectéaclude most important areas for plant divergity
Belgium.

Target 6. At least thirty percent of production lands managed consistent with the conservation of
plant diversity

No specific action has been taken to achieve #niet.

Flemish Region:only 204 ha of production land have a managemgmtesnent "Botanical Management"
and 1541 ha falls under ‘Nature Management’ (figuiegr 2007). The goal for the future had beenset t
6000 ha (seénttp://www.biodiversityindicators.he

Walloon Region: agricultural land under convention, large forestaarmanaged considering plant
diversity vast programme to convert tree plantai@ticea abie} often of bad quality, to wetland.

Target 7. Sixty percent of the world’s threatened jgecies conserveth-situ

Natura 2000 and the Bern Convention, among othaes,contributing to this objective but cannot be
regarded as specific targets for this.

Flemish Region:3 species listed under Annex 1 of Bern convenfidtabitat Directive
Luronium natang77% of recent populations in Habitat Directiveas)
Liparis loeseli(single population in Habitat Directive area)
Apium repengmost populations in Habitat Directive areas)

Walloon Region: only one endemic taxo®empervivum funckiiar. agualiensewhich is under very high
threat. It is protected by the law on nature coret@yn. Species listed under the Annexes of thenBer
Convention and the Habitat Directive, and which als® under total protection statudtepanocladus
vernicosus, Dicranum viride, Trichomanes specioslwmronium natans, Bromus grossus, Bromus
bromoideugextinct), Liparis loeseli, Cyripedium calceolsxtinct).

Target 8. Sixty percent of threatened plant specieis accessibleex-situ collections, preferably in the
country of origin, and 10 percent of them includedn recovery and restoration programmes

Belgium houses extensiwx situcollections of endangered varieties, breeds andieperiginating both
from within the country and worldwide. They are g@eved in seed banks, gene banks, botanic gardens
and collections of museums and various researctituies. Belgium also takes part in several
international initiatives aiming to cooperate i threa ofex situconservation (i.e. Belgian Coordinated
Collections of Micro-organisms, Botanic Gardens €omation International, the International Treaty o
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture).
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- In April 2001, Botanic Gardens Conservation Intéioral launched the Action Plan for Botanic
Gardens in the European Union. The goal of thisrpato provide an EU-wide regional
framework and to promote the sharing of prioriesl strategies in the future.

- The National Botanic Garden of Belgium houses sd\threatened plant species:
o0 Sempervivum funckiiar.aqualiensas currently under cultivation
0 Bromus bromoideus species thought to be extinct, has been suctigssiwn

0 Some Belgian threatened taxa are in long-term g¢ora seed bank: Wallonia: only 24%
of the threatened species (EX, EW, CR, EN, VU) @eserved in seed bank yet (135
species). 208 additional species have to be cetldctorder to reach the target. Flanders:
only 24% of the threatened species (EX, EW, CR, ¥WN) are preserved in seed bank
yet (65 species). 99 additional species have tlbected in order to reach the target.

o0 Long and mid-term seed bank facility safeguardifd @ccessions of native species of
which 176 are duplicated at the Millennium SeediBan

0 3081 taxa listed on CITES 1 and 2 (from all overworld)
o Important, wild-collectecbaintpauliacollection

- Plantcol project has been set-up to make an inwerab the contents of all Belgian ex-situ
collections of living plants_(http://www.plantco€p

- The Belgian Co-ordinated Collections of Micro-orgams (BCCM™) consist of four
complementary research-based service culture ¢ioltsc One of them, MUCL, includes fungal
strains of agrofood- and other industrial as weleavironmental interest. This collection is quite
interesting for two main aspects: the status obl&jical Resource Centre” (BRC) defined by
OECD and the structure and the search facilitiegided by the website.

- So far, there is only one restoration programmaiged on the recovery of a particular plant
species. The European black popRogulus nigral.) is the rarest native tree species in Belgium
and is among the most endangered native speci&urafpe. As a typical species of alluvial
forests (a priority habitat type of Natura 200Q)e tblack poplar plays a crucial role in the
development of gravel banks and islands in therrigeavel. After a thorough study, a
reintroduction programme was undertaken along then§&naas, according to the guidelines
established by the European EUFORGEN Network. Iditeeh to monitoring and further
development of the reintroduction program, the exgje of genes between cultivated poplars and
black poplar is being studied. These studies helprédicting the composition and structure of
future spontaneously developed riparian foresianders.

Target 9. Seventy percent of the genetic diversitpf crops and other major socio-economically
valuable plant species conserved, and associatedigenous and local knowledge maintained

Federal:
Gene bank of wild Phaseolineae in the National Bot&arden of Belgium.
Gene bank of bananas under protection (INIBAP)

Flemish Region:

From 1997 till 2006, a programme has been runrorigdate autochthonous trees and shrivkaus
sylvestris Rosaspp.,Quercusrobur, Q. petraeaCarpinus betulusPopulus nigraUlmus laevis
Salix spp.,Prunusspp. In 2008, Flanders was completely mapped. Woik gives a basis for
conservation programmes and for commercial prodocti

Development of autochthonous seed orchards:
http://indicatoren.milieuinfo.be/indicatorenportai?lang=nl&id_structuur=10
"Orchard foundation”: In-field gene banks of raaed old) varieties of fruit tree
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Walloon region:

Three research centres have special programmésef@onservation of crops and crop wild relatives
(e.g. old varieties of fruit trees).

Target 10. Management plans in place for at leastOD major alien species that threaten plants, plant
communities and associated habitats and ecosystems

No national target has been set, but some actige been supported to study the problem of imeas
species:

Federal:

- Vast research project between Belgian universiéied research institutes regarding invasive
species (Inplanbel; http://www.fsagx.ac.be/ec/inpkl). The general aims of the BELSPO
INPLANBEL project are the establishment of a bdsianework for the assessment of invasive
species threats, for the development of managemédelines and for the definition of further
research perspectives.

- Belgian Forum on Invasive Species (http://ias.biediity.bg gathers scientific information on
presence, distribution, auto-ecology, adverse ingpa@ed management of invasive alien species. It
regularly updates a reference list of exotic spedie Belgium and is responsible for the
elaboration of a black list gathering species waiitrong detrimental impact on biodiversity.

- Botanic gardens make lists of species which hagetehdency to behave invasive or which are
invasive in the garden, as a part of a project stpd by the European Consortium of national
networks of Botanic Gardens (BGCI).

Flemish Region: management plans for invasive aquatic spediyglrocotyle ranunculoided udwigia
grandiflora, Myriophyllum brasiliensg coordinated by the Flemish government.

Walloon Region: management plans for invasive species along raseglsivater courses.

Apart from this, several invasive plants, such &l cherry Prunus seroting floating pennywort
(Hydrocotyle ranunculoidgs Japanese knotweeddllopia japonicg and giant hogweedHgracleum
mantegazzianujrare eradicated in some nature reserves and pyrielen spaces.

A national inventory of alien plant species wasaekshed and their status of invasiveness has been
monitored.

The implementation of the management plaidenacleum mantegazzianusmunder way.

The translation of the scientific information im@anagement plans seems to be a first bottleneaith&n
major constraint is the lack of means for the @apnplementation of the management plans.

Target 11. No species of wild flora endangered byternational trade

Belgium is a Party to CITES. This target is comsistwith the main purpose of CITES and the CITES
Strategic Plan: ‘No species of wild flora subjectunsustainable exploitation because of internation
trade’.

The first FPSD (2000-2004) mentions: ‘enforcemenCTES will be strengthened so as to support the
policy of biodiversity conservation (training exigerproviding inspectors, intensifying controls)’.

Flemish Region: no indigenous species endangerdciyy
Walloon Region: law for protected species whichntdrbe the subject of any trade
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Target 12. Thirty percent of plant-based products érived from sources that are sustainably
managed

To date no corresponding quantitative target has biefined for Belgium. However, in the different
Regions plans are in place to guarantee the sablainse of forests.

Flemish Region:forest area is 150,000 ha. Forest management atarconsidered as a measure for
sustainable exploitation. At the end of 2006, 29%rests had an official management plan. 9 %hef t
forest has a management plan according to theiarfte sustainable forest management, which areecl
to the FSC-criteria. In those forests, the FSClHabeow actively promoted through a group ceréte

Walloon Region:forest area is 544,000 ha. 46% of forests with®@Ebel (no FSC label in the Walloon
region)

Target 13. The decline of plant resources, and assated indigenous and local knowledge,
innovations and practices that support sustainabldivelihoods, local food security and health care,
halted

The Belgian Development Cooperation funds a nunabgrogrammes that aim to support indigenous
communities in partner developing countries, intigdthe recovery and the promotion of traditional

knowledge and practices. Most of those actions ghoare implemented through third actors such as
NGO'’s, universities or multilateral organisations.

Barely little bilateral official cooperation prowed direct support to indigenous and local knowledgee
such issue is not often taken up as a priorityhgydartner countries either in their national depeient
and poverty reduction policies, or in their polaialog with donor countries.

First Federal Plan for Sustainable Development @Z804): actions in support of local and indigenous
communities included: (1) the ratification of ILOo@vention 169 (Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
Convention); (2) support to the strategies of irdigus peoples for the conservation of their trani
territories and the restoration of their controepthe management of their natural heritage; (Bptives

for the international recognition of the collectiirgellectual property rights of indigenous peopse®l
local communities within the framework of the Wohldellectual Property Organisation (WIPO).

Belgium provides support to the protection andher promotion of indigenous and traditional knowlkedg
and practices through funding NGO programmes arnentfic institutes research programmes (e.g.
CGIAR and affiliates) and the ‘Fondo Indigena’ famdean countries

There is no suitable indicator of progress avadablcept spending figures.

The rights of indigenous people and communities e rescue of their traditional knowledge and
practices are often overlooked by the countriesional development and poverty reduction strategies
which set the priorities of our cooperation agenda.

Cooperation through non-state third parties (NGOrsyersities) is much more likely to reach thisgs.
There also exists a specific budget line for diregpport to local NGO’s and communities. So far
nonetheless, there is no support provided yet dpaifically targets the protection of indigenous
traditional knowledge and practice (in biodiverkity

Target 14. The importance of plant diversity and tle need for its conservation incorporated into
communication, educational and public-awareness pgrammes

The importance of plant diversity is incorporatedand addressed by communication, education and
public awareness programmes on nature and biodivers

« Flemish Region’svisitors centres:
0 Agency for Nature and Forests
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Inverde
CVN (NGO)
Natuurpunt (NGO)
Botanic Gardens/Arboreta
0 Research Institute for Nature and Forest
* Walloon Region’svisitors centres:
0 Education-environment
0 CRIE (non profit organisations)
0 Botanic Gardens/Arboreta
0 activities in and around Nature reserves
0 Natagora (NGO)
« Brussels Region’svisitors centres:
o0 CRIE (asbl Tournesol/Zonnebloem vzw)

O O O O

The importance of plant diversity and the need ifer conservation are incorporated into several
programmes:

- communication via brochures, leaflets, posters @description of semi-natural sites and parks,
description of walking tours, with special attentto present biodiversity and its need to prot@gtio

- educational programmes: regional centres for enmental and ecological education, green classes,
organising training sessions, guided walks, infdromadays or workshops on medicinal and edible
plants, a biodiversity interface on Belgium’s natutreasures, plant fairs, etc. for children, agjult
naturalists, others.

Target 15. The number of trained people working wih appropriate facilities in plant conservation
increased, according to national needs, to achietiee targets of this Strategy

The country has not established national targetesponding to the above global target.

Target 16. Networks for plant conservation activites established or strengthened at national,
regional and international levels

Federal: Belgian Biodiversity Platform. The mission of tR&tform is to foster biodiversity research that
contributes to sustainable development, by:
= Facilitating access to biodiversity data, scienue @search information;
= Encouraging interdisciplinary cooperation amonggrgists;
= Stimulating interaction between scientists, pohicgkers and stakeholders in biodiversity research;
= Advising on the designation of biodiversity resdgpciorities;
» Promoting Belgian biodiversity research at inteioral fora.

Flemish Region:

FLO.WER (http://www.plantenwerkgroep.bea project on identifying and collecting seedsreés and
shrubs from autochthonous origin with the aim topagate them is developed in Flanders. Genetic
analysis, inventory of the complete area (Flanders) delimitation of distribution areas of autdarious
plant species material. The aim is to recognisatlons suitable for seed collecting, to start tleaton of
seed orchards and to create a contact point fqurhigagation of autochthonous forest plants. Hateo
project is devoted to capacity building and infotiora towards the professionals in order to stinreutae
use of autochthonous woody plant material.
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The Catholic University of Leuven (KULeuven) hasreleped a European and intercontinental network

on cryopreservation of many crops both in resedraming and applications for long-term use.
Walloon Region: AEF (Association pour I'Etude de la Floristique)

The AEF is a non-profit organization consistingooth amateur and professional botanists, who work
the collection and updating of floristic data, pairity from the Walloon Region and the Brussels-@api
Region.

2. Progress towards the targets of the Programme &/ork on Protected Areas

The table below mainly reflects the Belgian repmrtprotected areas developed in 2007 in reply ¢o th
CBD Secretariat Notification 2006-080 for the pdri@004-2006, and includes an update for the period

2007-2008.
Goals Target
By 2010, terrestrially and 2012 in the marine ageglobal
1.1.To establish and strengthen network of comprehensive, representative and éffegt
national and regional systems of managed national and regional protected area systestablishec

protected areas integrated into a gloll as a contribution to (i) the goal of the Stratefgian of the
network as a contribution to globally | Convention and the World Summit on Sustainable g@reent
agreed goals. of achieving a significant reduction in the ratebafdiversity loss
by 2010; (ii) the Millennium Development Goals —+tpaularly
goal 7 on ensuring environmental sustainabilityd &ém) the
Global Strategy for Plant Conservation

Definitions and terminology

There are no national or regional definitions addpin the law or targets assigned for the spe
requirements related to PA system with referendeeing_comprehensivand_ecologically representativ
These terms suggest that the PA network will contaamples of all ecosystems and all species,atiady
scale and population size large enough for coniervaver time. Priorities for area designation d&od
acquisition of land as reserves aim at protectinthe first place threatened species (red listd)rabitats
of international or regional importance and at cimgea representation of the natural values of eddhe
ecoregions. In practice it is not possible to sttlelarge enough areas to conserve all specidnwtiie
boundary of protected areas, mainly due to thelpighanised landscape and due to restriction rad
acquisition for nature conservation in certain larsg destination areas such as agricultural orsinidii

destinations. Designation of Natura 2000 areavatuated at EU-level on representativeness of atsi

and species of the annexes in the EU Habitats fdueeand Bird Directive.

Effective management of PA can be related to olrtgifiavourable conservation stataf habitats ang
species as determined in the Habitat Directive,asd included in regional and feral law on envinemt
and nature protection. These law texts for thegotan of nature and natural environment provid
definition of “protection” taking into account the necessary protection mess the restoration needs 3
the sustainable management of the protected avéiis.reference to Natura 2000 the texts provide
definition of the favourable state of conservation'of species and habitat types for which the sitasel
been designated.

Main law in the regions — texts and specific regates can be consulted on the regional websites
under 1.2):
- Federal: Law for the protection of the marineissrvment in the sea (20/01/1999)
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Goals Target

- Walloon Region: Decree for nature protection 262001)
- Flemish Region: Decree for the protection of natand the natural environment (21/10/1997, revised
19 July 2002), government Decision on site speaif@asures for the protection and development aofreat
(2003)

- Brussels-Capital Region: Brussels law about feadation of forests (30 March 1995), Brussels Law f
the protection and the conservation of nature (@il A995). A new coordinated legislation is in
preparation. It will assure among others a bettarsposition of the Habitats Directive.

Evaluation of conservation importance and effectass of PA is done by monitoring of management
measures and of the status of habitats and spesies further under point 1.4.

Types of PA

The IUCN-categories are now under revision andnateused as basis for descriptions given belowy Onl
the nature and forest reserves correspond to ta#Icategory IV. The other types of PA could be ¢d}
to some of the other IUCN categories, but it wafgrred to wait for the new descriptions of [IUCN.

Through the different categories of protected aiffarent types of ecosystems and habitats areepied.
They represent many different types of ecosystemeh @s pasture, calcareous grasslands, heathlands,
forests, caves, wetlands, ...There sizes can go®_@8rha to 4 500 ha for a nature reserve, from 7H20®
72 000 ha for a natural park. Marine protected sare@ larger (above 10.000 ha). The management
measures of these protected areas are adapteel $ddls needs. Some nature reserves are in fagral
reserves, which means they are not managed at all.

1/ PA with a legal status
- government nature and forest reserve: protected, dagd out on lands belonging to the regional
government, leased by the Region or made avaikabie for that purpose, established by ministerial
decision, formal recognition includes approved ngamaent plan

- forest reserve: a forest or a part of a foresttgmted with the aim of safeguarding characteristi¢
remarkable sites of plantations of indigenous ®®eaind protecting the integrity of the surrounding
and environment.

- chartered nature reserve: protected area, managadpkbrson other than the Region, in most cases an
NGO, and recognised by the Ministry, at the reqoésihe owner of the lands and with the agreemént o
the occupier, recognition as reserve by ministedetision, formal recognition includes approved
management plan, subsidies are granted for thdnasecand the management of lands.

- Natura 2000 (Special Protection Areas and Speciahg\ for Conservation): designation for spedific
habitats or species of the Annexes of the Birddatitats Directive, established by regional govesntm
decision and by Federal government decision foimaareas

- Ramsar sites: designation based upon criteria ofdaa Convention, established by regional government
decision and by Federal government decision for $2aursite in marine area

- protected landscapes and natural monuments: forptheection of high value landscape features,
established by ministerial decision

- Nature Parks (or natural parks): rural areas withigh biological, landscape and geographical value,
where specific attention is dedicated to the corsem of natural values, sustainable use and souri
and leisure.

- wetlands of biological interest: this status allotlve protection of wetlands, established by minizke
decision

- caves of scientific interest: this status allowslenground cavities of scientific (biological, gegical,
petrographical, mineralogical or prehistoric) iegrto be protected
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Goals Target

- special protected areas (in forest): vulnerablatpl#on or regeneration areas, refuge areas fofates,
vulnerable re-colonisation areas

2/ PA managed as nature reserves
- nature areas managed by NGO'’s or by the governagenicies but without a legal status as resery
the formal recognition has not yet been processed

3/ Other areas with protected status

Flemish region:

e as

- VEN (= Flemish Ecological Network that includes e€oareas of the Flemish ecological structufe):

included in regional spatial land use plans, degtign restricted to ‘green land use categories’dther
uses can also be present, with a strict protecégime to prevent damage to nature values but déory
possible

- Coastal dune areas: protected by law through thee®uDecree of 1993 to prevent any further

development (urbanisation, camping, tourism et€.albdune areas along the coast. This includec

all

geomorphological landscape elements that can Issifitd as dunes (grasslands, meadows, forested

areas, ruderal areas, decalcified fossil duneg, etc

Brussels-Capital Region:

- sites “B”: sites received the official status ofdh biological value” on the regional zoning plaxjcial
but general recognition, but not always adaptedagament (Brussels-Capital Region)

Walloon region:

- In order to preserve and improve the qualityitefgroundwater, the Walloon Region has developéd

range of regulatory tools which facilitate, on thee hand the delimitation of protection and sulaede
zones around water catchment points and, on the,dthcontrol activities which might pollute gralwater
within these boundaries. In the prevention zonepragd by a ministerial decree, some kinds
installations and some activities which are at fislg. underground conversions, transport, stoeagk

of

disposal of potentially pollutant materials) may lb@nned, regulated or subjected to an environmental

permit

Established PA
- table with number and area for the main typesAofiR annex
- overview map of the main types of PA with a legfatus in Belgium: in annex

Biomes represented in PA
- Sandbanks covered by sea waters (marine PA’sl) caastal, lakes and rivers, wetlands - marshlawd
peatlands, grasslands, heathland, forests, agniallandscapes

Additions of PA since COP 9 (2008 number and area of PA added in the period 2@DB 2 since las
PA-report
- Walloon Region: 9 (360 ha) new RNA, 14 (192 ha) mMD, 6 new caves, 2 (45 ha) new wetlands
- Brussels-Capital Region: one new forest reserve been added (Grippensdelle forest reserve)
another has been extended (Forest reserve of thgeRoloitre). One forest reserve has been scr

and
aped

(Vuylbeek forest reserve), but some special preteareas have been created587 ha).

1 Arrété du Gouvernement de la Région de Bruxellagid@le donnant a certaines parties de la Foré&algnes le
statut de zone de protection spéciale.
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Goals Target

- Flemish region: 13 private nature reserves (2097ana -2 (fusion of 3 public reserves to 1) public

nature reserves (1088 ha), 2 forest reserves (@R4 iNatura 2000 site (SPA of ca 480 ha)
- Federal marine area: all PA’s established in 20@b 2006: 5 Natura 2000 areas (42.090 ha) and

protected marine nature reserve (670 ha)

Overall total for the additions for Belgium since(2: 66 reserve areas for ca 5843 ha, 6 Natura g€
for 42.570 ha, 5 wetlands for 57 ha - but the ss$aof different types of PA are in some caseslapping.

Additions planned by 2010 — terrestrial, by 2012 fmarine
- Flemish Region: objective in MINA-plan for thecisition of land to establish nature and forestrves
of 3000 ha/year by Government & NGO'’s

- Walloon Region: According to the new Forestry Cdeetered in force end 2008) , at least 3% of
public broad-leaved forests must be under integeskerve protection status. The administratic
strategic plan specifies that 6 500 ha of foresistrbhe designated as reserves by 2013 For thetypies

of protection status, no quantitative objective haen fixed, but the Nature Direction will contintce

designate areas of particular interest

- Brussels-Capital Region: In the framework of Nat2000, the objective is to designate several fda

2000 sites as nature reserve. Management plansnapeeparation for adoption after a new nat

conservation law is voted.
- Marine area: the Federal administration has lneddn 2009 a study to establish a list of potéi8ites

of Community importance in the EEZ and territogah.

Management effectiveness
Several instruments have been developed or areeirelapment and being tested for evaluat

effectiveness of management measures — monitofingamagement measures, monitoring of outco
status of habitats and species — see under pdint 3.
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1.2. To integrate protected areas intg By 2015, all protected areas and protected ardaragsare

broader land- and seascapes and integrated into the wider land- and seascape, eledlant sectors,
sectors so as to maintain ecological | by applying the ecosystem approach and takingaotount
structure and function. ecological connectivity and the concept, where appate, of

ecological networks.

1/ For the development of aoherent ecological network systerseveral instruments are implemented
ensure connectivity between PA and to enhancermtieg of PA into the wider landscape:

Actual results and trends over the years can bsutted on the regional websites:
http://environnement.wallonie.be/eevdr the Walloon Region,
http://www.ibgebim.bdor the Brussels-Capital Region,
http://www.mumm.ac.béor the Federal marine area

to

http://www.natuurenbos.band _http://natuurindicatoren.lder the Flemish region (information given per

indicator, also in English)
http://www.consult-leefmilieu.béor the approved management plan of the marineepted areas.

=> Establishment of ecological network
Natura 2000 sites have been designated based amitiwéa given in de Birds Directive and the Hakst
Directive — numbers and surfaces are given in tleewiew table in annex.

- Flemish Region:
Besides the Natura 2000 network comprising 166HeBWhich covers about 12,3% of the regional temyit
a Flemish ecological network system is also bestgl®ished — both are partially overlapping. Theswork

|}

structure is composed of two main parts. The fose is the Flemish Ecological Network (Vlaams
Ecologisch Netwerk, VEN), that includes Large Natumits (Grote Eenheden Natuur, GEN) and Poteptial

Large Nature Units (Grote Eenheden Natuur in Orkelikg, GENO). The second part is the so-call
Integral Interweaving and Supportive Network (Imsed Verwevings- en Ondersteunend Netwerk IVQ

ed
N)

and is composed of Nature ‘Interwoven’ Areas (Nateowevingsgebieden) and Nature Corridor Areas

(Natuurverbindingsgebieden). The basic concephisfihtegrated approach is that VEN provides the ¢
biodiversity areas within the region, being basecarily on designated areas (for a large partudiclg

(0]

nature and forest reserves and Natura 2000 sitebYheat [VON identifies components of the landscape

which mostly have primary functions other than mattonservation and/or elements that connect ttass
areas together. Identification and designationasel primarily on a detailed spatial planning miagt [t
outlines the land use classes for the entire regdioprinciple this approach of identifying coreeas (VEN)

and connecting structures (IVON) through an integtaspatial planning perspective offers a practical

method to implement connectivity. It is based oa hinciple of identifying the primary functions tife

areas involved. VEN areas must have nature cortsamvas their primary function; this could include

nature-oriented recreation or limited productioat(me friendly forestry) as secondary functionse THON
however utilises areas that are identified for aisé production and states that a secondary functarbe
nature conservation. Examples of such areas in@dgdeenvironmental schemes and traditional conngd
structures such as small rivers or hedgerows. bctige the process has experienced resistance
difficulties implementation.

The Nature Decree sets the targets for VEN to T®blta and the Interweaving Areas to 150.000 tg
established by 2003 but due to extensive consuftgirocedures and the participatory approach besedl
for these processes the designation takes muckerddimge. Till now 87.073 ha of VEN and 1529 ha

—

and

be

of

‘interwoven’ areas have been designated. Establishnof corridor areas is the responsibility of the

provincial authorities and are now in preparaticsee also under 1.2.
Information can be found on http://www.natuurenbesnd on http://www.natuurindicatoren.be
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- Walloon Region:

The consolidation of the network demands consideratfort as well as the availability of targetedd
areas, their market value and the available budigfetrmine the speed at which the network can be

consolidated.The Wallonian Nature and Forest depant's strategic plan specifies that managememispla

need to be concluded/revised for 12 500 ha of ter@sd 1300 ha of natural reserves each year dtineng
2008-2013 period. In 2008, a study of the effectess of the different LIFE Nature projects in Walbohas
been conducted. It gives hints on how to improwrtéffectiveness.

There are 240 Natura 2000 sites in the Walloon dtegiovering 220,944 ha, equivalent to 13 % of the
Region. The network is based on the hydrologiclark and is nearly 70 % forest (31 % of Walloon
forests). Grassland, fallow land and orchards erotie hand, and crops on the other, occupy 16 %2 &d
respectively of the total network, but represess ltnan 5 % of agricultural land.

1. The general concept of the ecological networkbdeen transposed in the “Main Ecological Structy
(*Structure ecologique principdler SEP) and has been mapped. This mapped steuctuntains twg
types of area’s:

= Core area’s: mainly dedicated to nature consematio

= Ecological development area’s: area’s where huneéimitées are less intensive in order to guararae

balance between nature conservation and econopooies.

In order to encourage farmers to apply agri envitental measures, their subsidies are increaskdyifare

applied in interesting sites for nature (Natura@6ides and SEP area’s).

2. Nature development programmes in Wallonia are cemphtary to the protection of sites of signific
biological interest. They mainly aim towards thelegployment and consolidation of the ecologi
network. As well as the River contracts, four pesgmes are supported by the Walloon Region: P
communaux de développement de la nature (PCDNyrdlaParks and «roadside» and «attics
steeples» conventions. In 2007, 62 % of municiiealitvere involved in one or two programmes and
% in three programmes. The most successful progesrare the «roadside» and «attics and stee
conventions. They are the easiest to set up atrécipal level and there is considerable regionalsut
considering the effort to make. For the PCDNSs, with help of a regional facilitator, municipaliti
must:

= draw up a report on municipal areas of naturatdmge;

= draw up a strategic plan;

= draw up a programme of actions;

= establish partnerships including everyone involoedlly.

- Brussels-Capital Region:

The green network plan is the masterplan for tlwbogacal network. A specific ecological network plhas
been developed and has been accepted as genatahgrl The practical implementation in the field
however not very easy. The implementation of theuNa2000 network, which is based on the concej
core areas and connecting areas, however is al@eaalgjor contribution to the realisation of thewmk
and covers about 14,3 % of the regional territory.

- Marine area (Federal administration). No foreadlogical network of marine protected areas.

=> designation of nature corridors to ensure spatieand functional connectivity between PA
With reference to network coherence and connegtitid Natura 2000 network was developed mainlyhen
basis of the hydrographic network to ensure a gomthectivity between the different sites and camesé
between core areas and connecting areas.
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The Brussels-Capital Region being highly urbanisésh developed the concept of green and blue mietas
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strategic vision in the concept, development, satibn and management of its greens spaces angr(aemal
areas. The green network emphasizes the cohegiorpatinuity of green spaces and semi-natural ancidre
urban environment. The intention is to integrate $itenic, esthetical, social, recreational andogul
functions of the green spaces and to develop of tiierconnectivity by greenways and new greerasi
Simultaneously, work is being done to implement lihgée network. Its purpose is to have an integrg
durable and ecologically-justified management efdapen waterways and associated wetlands in thieriReg

In the framework of the development of the Flenmistological Network Structure (see above) the a
with important natural value or with potential valbave been mapped and about 433 connective zor
nature corridors identified — to be consulted om website under the indicator ‘corridor areas’.vitroial
authorities are developing designation and managepians for the corridor areas — 17 pilot projests
NOw in process.

Marine spatial planning will be ecosystem basedwitidinclude the necessary provisions for the ratw
coherence.

=> for the protection of small landscape element&hich have an important function as stepping s
and migrating corridors several types of measuregaken by the government, promoted and finarc
supported for private owners

- Delayed mowing of road embankments and ecologizedagement of roads and waterways verges: is g
to _manage raod embakments more ecologically: feeaf pesticides is then forbidden and the delz
mowing insures the flowering of many plant speeied the nesting of some animal species

In Flanders about 998 km of road-side verges -72& km with a specific management plan, and 636km

river and canal verges are now under nature-odemi@nagement schemes, in Wallonia about 13 000fk|
roads.

- Financial incentives are given to private andlisulandowners to plant or restore hedges, for agioél
management of borders of plots, for enhancing licabwalues of grasslands (see also under agri@mvient
measures)

- On the basis of an ecological network map orroéavironment policy plan, ‘Municipality plans foature
development’ develop actions to maintain and regbardiversity at the city or municipal level.

- The Natural Parks intend to protect nature ofasgm of high biological interest in harmony witte
population concerns, rural and economic developniEimére are 9 Natural parks in the Walloon Reg
covering 306 971 ha, and 1 National Park in Flasidevering about 4.500 ha.

- fitting out of roofs and church towers for bapptations, installation of nesting boxes for biea&l roosts fo
bats, nest box actions for raptors and owls (« &jwér Combles et Clochers » in Wallonia)

- in urbanized areas: active promotion to develogeig roofs, green walls, development of more nhf
gardens

In Flanders about 560 municipal projects are beiagied out with the objective of conservation &
development of nature, forest or green spaces.

=> in river basin management plansinclude conservation and restoration of naturdlies through the

implementation of the Water Framework Directive #meugh specific waterway schemes (e.g. Contrat
Rivieres in Wallonia, implementation of the “blueetwork” in Brussels, floodplain restoration a
development in Flemish Region)

=> construction of fauna passages
The construction of “eco-tunnels” and “eco-passagefagmented habitats and now also as mitigatéing
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the most important natural site of Brussels, thei@oForest, is under study.

In the Flemish Region 15% of 193 known barriers dorphibian passages are neutralized till now, while

two large ecoduct-projects and 17 ecotunnel-prsjpate been implemented.

=> ensuring fish migration by de-fragmentation of ivers

Inventories of the obstacles for fish migration édeen compiled for the Walloon and Flemish Region,

measures for restoring migration passages arededlin the river basis management plans and altso fo

the implementation of a Benelux Agreement.
In the Flemish Region 116 of 796 (15 %) of knowrrigas are neutralized till now.

=> spatial planning

- Flemish Region: designations of the Flemish Egiolal Network areas are integrated into the spédiad
use destination plans, implying specific regulagifor the protection and management

- Brussels-Capital Region: In the regional zonitgnpof 2001, a category “B” (sites of high biologjic
interest” has been added in the general categogyesin spaces. This is a very important recognitidso
the concept of “ecological network” has been aa@dbut has no legal force until now.

- Federal marine area: The Masterplan North Seaadagted in 2004. It provides the spatial planmmhthe
Belgian marine areas and takes into account (&t eaa certain extent) the integration of the myi

protected areas in other sectorial policies and lvél updated based upon the EC-guidelines, whieh ar
presently being developed.. A Royal Decree has lzggmoved for user agreements in protected areas
(KB14 October 2005). A Royal Decree concerning geobn of ship wrecks has been proposed (Chamber

of Representatives — November 2006).
- Wallonia’s 23 plans de secteur (PDS) mainly asrmiainage the pressure that urbanisation puts oardae
by defining zones which can be built on (270,000 &ad zones to be used for agriculture, forests,
wildlife (1,400,000 ha). We observe tHaf % of the wildlife areas defined in the PDSs lawét on.

or

Following an Order of the Walloon Government on thmtected zones of the ‘Code wallon |de

'’Aménagement du Territoire, de I'Urbanisme et datrifnoine’ (CWATUP, published in the Belgian

Official Journal on 23.09.2003), such as hedgeme tows, habitats of community importance, forest

reserves, wetlands of biological interest and ugrdemd cavities of scientific interest, these may be
changed anymore without an urban permit.

=> urban parks and green buffers

Public parks also contribute to nature conservati®ome large landscape parks including forests,
grasslands, ponds,.in the Brussels-Capital Region do present a viety fltora and fauna and received the

status of Natura 2000 site. Park management ptehsdie zoning of the park area in order to haviediht
area’s dedicated to different functions: recreatipwalks, nature.... The administration gives advite
municipalities for ecological management to develatural values

- Flemish Region: Handbook for harmonised park rgangnt + training sessions

- Brussels-Capital Region: regional public greeacgs (parks, gardens, ...) are managed following the
principles of “differentiated management”, which pies ecological management where there |are

potentialities
- Wallonia: The SPW owns and manages several pghdien parks, but also gives advices and subdiuligs
the management of municipalities green spaces.

2/ sectoral integration is being stimulated and sygported through:

=> agri-environment measuresand other measures for the agriculture sectorieage the conservation pf
landscape elements, ecological network elementh (a8 hedges, tree rows, isolated trees, fruif gewe,

pounds) ; natural grasslands; well managed borded grassland buffer zones; high nature value
grasslands; actions under the programme a ‘Fallowfduna’ and delayed mowing of grasslands |for

meadow bird protection schemes.
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- In Flanders: 1.745 ha of agricultural area wititamical management schemes, for the development of

small landscape elements — mainly hedge rows tothksurface under agri-environment contractshed
7.888 ha in 2006 but decreased to 5.908 ha by £80GY, contracts for species protection in agtical
areas reached 724 ha in 2006 but lowered to 5&thteaof 2007. Main reason for decrease in the ses
under contract was delay in the new governmentsdstion subsidies for agri-environment measure
2007.

- In the Walloon Region, involvement from farmeestbeen increasing since the first year that amyiren-
mental measures (AEM) were put forward (1995). ARMs available since largely relate to biodivers
landscape and protection of surface and undergroaters. At the end of 2006, nearly half of farmeese

c
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involved in one or more MAE. The most successfubsages were those for hedges, isolated items (trees

ponds) and winter coverage of the ground beforgriag crop. In 2007, the Walloon Government adojaté
new legal tool. This increased the sums grantetiddge planting and extended the measure to ohaid
rows of trees. Furthermore, subsidies are now gldra encourage their upkeep. Agricultural ecasyst
traditional grazing practices with rustic cows ¢resps are encouraged in protected area’s in ool
preserve specific ecosystems that depend on it.

=> management agreements:

- In the regions management agreements are esdbliwith Ministry of Defence for nature and for
management in the Natura 2000 sites on military aloa (about 15.000 ha for Flanders and Wallg
together), with Infrastructure Departments for ¢leelogical management of road and waterways verges
Federal marine area: legislation concerning mapreected areas requires that ‘user agreements
negotiated and approved between competent autsoetid sectors (yachting and angling in particukstr
present there is no integration of the commerdghifig sector or tourism sector in management afmaa
protected areas — although stakeholder networkst éxiexchange information and to prepare sect
integration. Belgium reported in 2006 its implenagian of the Integrated Coastal Zone Managen
(Recommendation 2002/413/EC) (Nationaal RapportBelgié inzake de aanbeveling 2002/413/EC. F
DG 5 Leefmilieu: 40 pgs). The ICZM also foreseed tatilitates inter-sectorial cooperation.

Information can be consulted on: www.de-Noordzee.be

=> forest certification

The Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Gatitin schemes (PEFC) is used in Wallonia. Ne
268,000 ha of forest areas, or 49 % of the foremtsr of the Walloon Region’s is PEFC certified aNg 90
% of certified forest land belongs to public land@ns. Information available on www.pefc.be

In the Brussels-Capital Region, the whole Soniarestp 1650 ha and about 10 % of Brussels surfag
ecocertified with the FSC label. And in Flanderswthl4% of the public forests have a FSC certificat

The federal Council of Ministers approved in NovemB005 a public procurement policy on timber :
timber products. Federal public services and unsbihs have to procure wood and wood products f
sustainably managed forests. Both FSC and PEF&caspted as a guarantee that wood and wood pro
are coming from sustainably managed forests. Etprnivecertifications schemes are also accepted
assessment by an expert panel. More informatianadable on http://www.guidedesachatsdurables.be

=> concertation with forest groups and game manageemt units to ensure integration of biodiversity

concerns in their management plans

- Walloon Region: a specific tool is available toprove sustainable forest management: The “Cireu
relative aux aménagements dans les foréts soumisesgime forestier” which is a normative tool the
management planning in public forests (255.000hH&/allonia). At this stage, about 65% of the fora&a
is covered by new management plans following tivisutaire. The remaining area should be covered
2013
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- Brussels-Capital Region: Nature and forest depamt of the BCR are integrated in the same divjs
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which ensures the integration of biodiversity ie forest management. Further more, as all Brussedsts
are Natura 2000, a specific biodiversity Natura@0@nagement plan is in progress.

- Flemish region: financial and technical suppergiven to forest groups (19 active, of which lirfally
established) and game management units (180 edted)}i for management planning and implementa
Criteria for sustainable forest management areigeavby a ministerial decision of 2003 and guidedirfior
management plan development and measures havepoééshed and are available from the webs
technical advice is given by the government adriraiion. Game management units are supporte
develop a management plan and have to report amehéoring of game and of hunting data.

- Ecosystem approach

The ecosystem approach is being applied as farssiljje for the development and implementatior
management plans. The basis of these plans incledesgical functions, specific habitat and spe
requirements and take into account actual landanseservices. For coastal and marine areas thealb
management approach is based on the ICZM principhesh are guided by the ecosystem approach.
Federal marine authorities and Regional authoritiesnow in negotiation for implementation of ICZM.
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1.3.To establish and strengthen Establish and strengthen by 2010/2012 transbourmtatgcted
regional networks, transboundary areas, other forms of collaboration between neighihg
protected areas (TBPAs) and protected areas across national boundaries amuhadgietworks,
collaboration between neighbouring | to enhance the conservation and sustainable usielogical
protected areas across national diversity, implementing the ecosystem approach,iapdoving
boundaries. international cooperation

- Transboundary protected areas

The regions have developed formal interregionalel as formal bilateral cooperation with neighkbagr
countries on the integrated management of transtasynecosystems, such as river ecosystems
protected areas.

For the Sonian Forest area a joint managementiplander development by the tree regions based af
global “vision plan”, and will be implemented thigiujoint actions.

The ‘Three Countries Parcs - Open space withoutldset (Belgium-The Netherlands-Germany) aims
improve transboundary cooperation to maintain arehgthen the functioning of rural zones as welta
conserve open space in an urbanised environment.

The ‘Transboundary Ecological Basis Plan’ betwelemiish Region and The Netherlands identifies sév
transboundary nature areas that include PA. Cononis$iave been set up to start with the developoie
a common management plan and a joint action plaimiglementation.

The Flemish region and the Netherlands have fobitaleral cooperation agreements for the manage
planning and implementation of the Schelde riverat(ika 2000), the transboundary nature res
Kalmthout-De Zoom and border river Grensmaas. Tramsdary corridors for migration of large graz
have been identified and proposal for actions wereloped but are not yet implemented.

The ‘Plan de Base Ecologique et Paysager Transfierit(PBEPT) between Walloon Region-Luxembot
is being implemented through joint actions.

The “Vallée de la Haute Sdre” is a transboundamn&a site (Wallonia-Luxembourg).

- Type of transboundary cooperation

=> development of common management plan and ijpiplementation

=> transboundary joint committees/working groups EbA procedures of projects planned by one of
countries/regions at the border side (Grensmad®| &)
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1.4.To substantially improve site- All protected areas to have effective managemeexistence by

based protected area planning and | 2012, using participatory and science-based sitenohg
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management. processes that incorporate clear biodiversity divjes, targets,
management strategies and monitoring programmasiiiay upon
existing methodologies and a long-term managemantith
active stakeholder involvement

Management planning, implementation, evaluatiorthef actions taken and monitoring of biodiversity
being done on an important scale but is not cogeailhthe protected areas effectively due to irisigffit
financial and personnel capacity and insufficiaul and political support.

- format and criteria for development of managementplans for nature reserves, forest reserves, p
and urban green areas, river basins have been leohapid include information on:

=> planning process

=> guidelines for management measures

=> surface/nr PA with management plan

=> monitoring plan for monitoring management measuspecific habitats and species

A computer based tool has been developed for mamagieplanning and monitoring of managem
measures to be used by the administration.

- guidelines for private use of PA

=> guidelines exist for agri-environment managenpeacttices

=> guidelines for recreational use

* Protocol with youth groups for recreational attes in nature and forest areas: established @mi h
Region, under development in the Brussels-Capitglidt,

* Federal marine area: user agreements have bempieadfor the marine Natura 2000 areas. These
agreements focus on arrangements with yachtingsaaeangling societies. User groups who signed t
agreements committed themselves to support theepmaton goals of the protected areas, to acti
inform their membership and clients, to minimisetdiibance during sensitive periods (foraging aseab
periods), and promise not to pollute the marinetgoted areas. The competent authority contribuge
means of public awareness raising campaigns. Tae agreements, which are valid for 3 years, will
assessed in view of the management plans thateserly being prepared.

(see also ‘codes of conduct’)
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1.5.To prevent and mitigate the By 2008, effective mechanisms for identifying amedyenting,
negative impacts of key threats to and/or mitigating the negative impacts of key tksda protected
protected areas. areas are in place.

Several instruments and mechanisms have beenl@dstal prevent destruction of natural values, am
promote effective management:

- the EIA procedures: The EIA regulations and procedures for projectd alans and the Strateg
Environmental Impact (SEA, implementation of the-Bitective 2003/35) for plans and programmes
included in the jurisdiction of each of the regi@msl of the Federal Authority. In case of projestd plans
or programmes in (or affecting) protected areassehprojects, plans or programmes are also assis
view of their potential effect on the conservatitatus of the habitats and/or species. Specifideljnies for
the implementation of the EIA for projects haverbdeveloped, for SEAs they are presently beinggresj
by development screening methodology.
In Wallonia these aspects are included in the Bnwrent Code and in the Decree on conservation tfralg
2000; in Flanders in the Decree for Nature Congemvand in the EIA law and guideline books; in the
Brussels in the Decree for Nature Protection; lierEederal marine areas in the Royal Decree of 9
September 2003 and in the Federal Law of 13 Fep2@06.
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- development of strategies for the control and pnention of IAS: IAS working group has bee
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established on national level and has compileaaliting information on IAS in Belgium and orgarsse
concertation between the regions and federal aitihgor Strategies and measures for controlling ifipe
species(groups) have been developed and are impledhen regional levelConcrete management and
restoration actions have been undertaken on thtime of the Natural Parks or River contracts|in
Wallonia, or site specific management or restoraptans in Flanders such as in the framework ofeLI
projects for Natura 2000 sites. At the moment hawvethese are still at an experimental stage, aed
coordination will need to be developed at a reditaneel.

Federal marine area: deliberate introduction of-native species into the Belgian marine areasrisidden
by law (Law of 20 January 1999) unless specificnpssion by Royal Decree and after appropriate
assessment of the consequences of the introducfioon-native species for the native fauna, flona g
habitats and risk assessment towards neighbouregsaThe IMO treaty on Ballast Water, which was
signed by Belgium, has not yet been ratified.

O
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- codes for good conduct/practicesegional authorities developed codes of condudbogood practices
for ecological measures in agricultural uses, fature management measures, for use of pesticide
forest management.

"4}

U7

- measures for restoration, compensatianregulations are included in regional and fedéaal and are
mandatory for projects and plans affecting natuadlies in protected areas. Regional and Fedetabsitiks
are presently preparing the transposition and impteation of the EU-Directive 2004/35/EEC of 21 i\pr
2004 on “Environmental Liability with regard to tpeevention and remediation of environmental darhage
In the Flemish region specific Nature Developmemijdtts are initiated for Natura 2000 sites tooestand
enhance nature values and develop public accesstinfcture;, an overall programme has been apgroyée
Decision of the government for the restoration aadure development for flood plains of the Schelde
estuary.

- cross compliance evaluation of agricultural use and practices atuda 2000 is carried out in the regigns
through the EU cross compliance system to ensurgliance to EU environment and nature regulations,
implementation is done in the framework of the Elrd development Programme.

- Federal: marine action plan for pollution control
Bio-accumulating, persistent and toxic pollutants tackled through the implementation of various- EU
Directives concerning chemical compounds and #fééct on the environment (REACH, Water Framewprk
Directive, Environmental Quality Standards Direefi ...), international conventions (e.g. Stockholm
Convention and regional sea conventions (OSPAR).the OSPAR-Convention, (covering the East-
Atlantic region), the Hazardous Substances Straa@gg to reduce the hazardous substances to backbro
levels by 2020. Specific action plans exist foruaber of priority substances (see website OSPAR).
The Law of 20 January 1999 is the main legal ims&mt for the protection of the marine environmenthie
marine areas under Belgian jurisdiction. It progigeeasures to prevent and reduce the pollutioredalong
economical activities carried out at sea. It i«kéid with the Law of 6 April 1995 dealing more sgiecilly
with the prevention of the pollution of the seastyps (MARPOL).

Concerning legislation and actions to combat ollydon and other pollution resulting from acciderit seg
Belgium is a contracting party to the Bonn Agreetnenregional agreement dealing with operatignal
cooperation between all North Sea countries irfigids of surveillance and combating marine podioti
Under IMO, Belgium is presently implementing orifyfahg various conventions (such as the Internalan
Convention on Pollution Preparedness, Respons€araperation of 30 November 1990 and its protoco| o
preparedness, Response and co-operation to palluticidents on ships of 2000, the International
Convention on the Control of harmful anti-foulingysfems on Ships (2001), etc. (see website

WWW.imo.org.

- pesticide reduction plan regional and local authorities are implementiaduction plans for the use pf
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pesticides in the management of buffer zones, gspanes in urbanised areas, road and waterwayssverg

For the marine area pesticides are tackled thrahghHazardous Substances Strategy of the OS

PAR

Convention. According to this strategy, emissiontibe marine environment of hazardous substances

(including pesticides) that are persistent, toxid hioaccumulate will be reduced to backgroundl&ve

- a Manure Action Plan has been approved by government decision in #m@ih region to control
manure use in so called ‘fragile areas’ which ideldPA.

2.1. To promote equity and benefit- | Establish by 2008 mechanisms for the equitablersipaf both
sharing. costs and benefits arising from the establishmedtaanagement
of protected areas

- socio-economic cost-benefit assessments for PA
=> study on public awareness

Flemish Region: report on a public awareness studlydevelopment of specific indicators was pubtisine
2005, and public conference day organised in 2006.

Brussels-Capital Region: public awareness of biedity is under study

Federal marine area: study on public awarenessMdes et al. 2005. Een Zee van Ruimte — naar
ruimtelijk structuurplan voor duurzaam beheer vanNbordzee. Uitg. Federaal Wetenschapbeleid 20
(CD in English)

- regulations and measures to promote for public aces to protected areas

=> regulations (law) and /or guidelines for pubdiccess are integrated in users agreements and
included in the management plan of the area —fari@ad public reserves are open for public foulkeis

=> several visitor centres and education centrespegsent in the 3 regions with information setstron
surrounding areas and on biodiversity issues, lm@shand guided visits are made available for thip
=> public information: websites of regional, fedeaad local authorities and NGO’s developed pog
websites under which specific themes such as naturgervation or protected areas or scientificisgidan
be consulted, for most protected areas informgemels are set up on site and area specific brestare
published often at the establishment of the pretketrea, brochures on specific species(groupsaltats
and newsletters are published on a regular basis the occasion of a certain public event, guideds for
the public are organised by the administrationseapkcially the NGO'’s on weekly basis.

An important project in the Brussels-Capital Regisrthe “green walk” at the periphery of the Reg
which promote the controlled and “sustainable” asde green spaces and protected areas.

- support to NGO's for acquisition, management, pubic access of PAregional authorities give financi
support for NGO'’s for the acquisition of land to éstablished as a nature reserve, for the managerh
the reserve and for the development of infrastmector public access
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2.2.To enhance and secure Full and effective participation by 2008, of indigeis and local
involvement of indigenous and local | communities, in full respect of their rights andagnition of their
communities and relevant stakeholdg responsibilities, consistent with national law apglicable
international obligations, and the participatiorreievant

and management of new, protected areas

stakeholders, in the management of existing, aaedstablishment

- participation of stakeholders + public consutiatprocedures are mandatory for overall designéadiah
management planning processes such as for NatQfa @@er basins, marine areas

- technical and financial support is given to pté&vawners to develop and implement forest manage
plans, nature area management plans

men

- cooperation agreements for management measwestablished between the regional authoritiesttam
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provincial/municipal authorities, ministry of Defesy water management departments,... (see under

point

1). For the marine area cooperation agreementd éwisveen local, regional and federal authorities

(Kustwacht and Coordinatiepunt Beheer van de Kustg)) see also “user agreements” for marine 3
above.

In Flemish Region: cooperation with and financigbgort of Regional Landscape Organisations —di/n
10 formally approved for registration, each inchglmin. 3 municipals, registration based on agtiam
that includes nature and landscape conservatiomgcally sound tourism and leisure development,
awareness actions.

In Wallonia, involvement of local stakeholders &y done via nature development programs (see 1.2

3.1.To provide an enabling policy, By 2008 review and revise policies as appropriatduding use
institutional and socio-economic of social and economic valuation and incentivegravide a
environment for protected areas. supportive enabling environment for more effectigtablishment
and management of protected areas and protectasl systems.

reas

Main impediments for effective establishment andnagement of PA are financial capacity, political

support, public awareness and support. Effectieimésnanagement efforts is still strongly impachsd
inferior quality of the environment due to nitrifibon, acidification, fragmentation, pollution -itiral loads
for the majority of sensitive ecosystems are sktteeded. Another threat that is becoming more itapbis
recreational use.

- Monitoring and reporting to provide a basis for revising policies
=> monitoring of management effectiveness in nateserves
=> monitoring of Nature Development Projects, dfi-®gvironment schemes

- studies on effectiveness of existing instrumentsgasures for PA management

Nature reserves are most successful in sustainada@gement of high nature values, but are sustembtip

negative effects from the surrounding land usenipaiue to fragmentation, eutrophication and dedioa.
Small reserve areas require more intensive managemeasures due to remaining higher border eff

ects

from environmental quality. But as nature reservesome larger intensive nature management is slpwly

shifting to more extensive grazing management aotemttention for natural dynamic forces in orde
preserve biodiversity. However, consequences efghift still need to be documented on a largelesca

t

- main obstacles/needs for establishment/managemenf ®A are human and financial resourcgs,

environmental quality, un-sustainable use espgcialirism and leisure in general while for marimeaes
also fishing and angling. For the marine area tla@agement is also being hampered by the fact liles
Belgian part of the North Sea is one of the mosisdly used marine areas in the world and by thetlfiat
several competences are delegated to the regignEighing policy, coastal planning,) or to varidaderal
administrations (marine environment, defence, iateeconomical affairs, energy, ...).

- legislation and policy information on PA
Legislation on PA is included in regional law ortura conservation. Policies or strategies are deduin
the regional environment and nature policy plansd,ia the National Biodiversity Strategy.

3.2.To build capacity for the planning By 2010, comprehensive capacity-building programares
establishment and management of | initiatives are implemented to develop knowledge skills at
protected areas. individual, community and institutional levels, aradse
professional standards

- training sessions: internal for administratioesternal for land users and owners — by governn
institutions, training is also provided by natuss@ciations such as Natagora, Natuurpunt,

nent

* Flemish Region: INVERDE (institution supported ggvernment for training on nature and forest |

aw,
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policies, management practices, monitoring); JNMtre education of youth groups), CVN (training
nature guides)

* Walloon Region: There is a network of ONG'’s locapresentatives to manage protected area’s
Advices and assistance can be given to managegpuldic protected area’s by regional coordinat
structures.

- technical and financial support for NGO'’s, loealthorities, private land owners, private foresiers,
game management units

- research institutes organise workshops to infadministrations and organisations on the outconie
research studies, monitoring reports, evaluatiocguures,...
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- The Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ) is an impamt and instrumental organisation to raise puplic

awareness concerning the marine environment angésnd to support marine research.

3.3. To develop, apply and transfer | By 2010 the development, validation, and transfexppropriate
appropriate technologies for protecte| technologies and innovative approaches for thetfie

areas. management of protected areas is substantiallyowegt, taking
into account decisions of the Conference of théié%aon
technology transfer and cooperation.

To support management planning and evaluation ¢fir@aforest and marine areas several type
information systems have been developed:

=> GIS, satellite images (ICONOS), habitat mapsces atlases, landscape maps

=> information is accessible through websites, reppgeminars (websites given below)

=> CHM: website on biodiversity issues and infonmatin framework of Convention of Biodiversit
(Natural Science Institute)

- Flemish Region: computerized management planantfollow-up system (GIS-linked) for PA manag
by government Agency, evaluation reports for esghliig conservation status of Natura 2000, repont
nature typology including measures for restoraiod management; maps of designated areas arelpu
available and can be consulted on specific websitdse Information Centre: http://gisviaanderen.be

- Walloon Region: online database system for wittagures for habitat restoration/management; re
media event

- Brussels-Capital Region: management plans linkigld GIS and species databases are under develoy
for Natura 2000 sites. Drafts are awaiting publaatafter adoption of the new nature law and théuNg
2000 designation decrees.

- Federal marine area: Coastal atlas (“Kustatlést3 been recently published as part of the ICZM.

collaborative research project (GAUFRE) betweerefaldand regional institutes compiled scientifitedan
the use of the marine area and developed a stratisipn (based upon sustainable development iajtef
an optimal spatial plan of the Belgian marine arethe North Sea.

The Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs prepared2006 a map that indicates the overlay of prote
areas, military areas, economic activities (samaekibn areas, pipelines, communication cablesrggn
network, windmills, etc.).
The SADL unit of the KU Leuven hosts the EU-dat&baENatura 2000 areas and is as such in the o3
to provide a map of all protected areas in Belg(tegional and federal).
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3.4.To ensure financial sustainability| By 2008, sufficient financial, technical and otinesources to mee
of protected areas and national and | the costs to effectively implement and manage natiand
regional systems of protected areas.| regional systems of protected areas are secuigdding both

2t

from national and international sources, partidylay support the
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needs of developing countries and countries witmemies in
transition and small island developing States.

Studies on ecosystem services and values arectedttd specific areas: for the Schelde river dreserlee
forest area, Marine areas

Identification of financial needs for Natura 200#stbeen published in the EC report on art 8 oHaleitats
Directive — available from EU website

- government budgets allocated for nature conservé@ECD report 2006)

Public expenditure on biodiversity and landscapsqationin Belgium amounted to EUR 130-150 millig
annually during 2000-03, an increase from EUR 90-+hdllion a year during 1996-99. The share
investment expenditure steadily increased, from %996 to 44% in 2003.

- international cooperation projects

=> Flemish Region supports projects in developiogntries for forest protection and management ting
the Flemish forest fund, and re-introduction prtjexf Saharan-Sahel antilopes in protected are@srnigsia
and Algeria through the Bonn Convention Programme.
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3.5. To strengthen communication, | By 2008 public awareness, understanding and agii@ciof the
education and public awareness. importance and benefits of protected areas isfgignily
increased

- communication strategies on PA
=> in the regions several information days and emfces have been organised on Natura 2000 désign
management and protection regimes

=> public info sessions on specific PA are orgahise regular basis through visitor centres acésiti

public awareness materials (newsletters, brochumesjia happenings, fairs and other public events

- organisation of public events
=> yearly: environment day, international Biodivgréay focussing on the theme of the year, inteamal

Wetlands (Ramsar) Day, Park day, week of the feresarth day, European bat nightatural reserve

week- end during which the public can have a guidsiti of some of these natural reserves in g
of the regions
=> Nature NGO week-end activities and holiday caarggrammes

- regular consultation sessions with landownengdibowners, hunter organisations, port authoritseder
management agencies, tourism and recreation, defenc

Brussels-Capital Region:

Several NGOs are subsidized to develop educativgegis to the benefit of environment. As exam
associations are subsidized for more than 10 yedrslp citizen to develop nature in their gard€hsture
au jardin” program). Not less than 120 gardengigatnature friendly garden” label.

Federal: Marine area: see remark on VLIZ above.
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4.1.To develop and adopt minimum | By 2008, standards, criteria, and best practiceplémning,
standards and best practices for selecting, establishing, managing and governanecetidnal and
national and regional protected area | regional systems of protected areas are develapkddopted.
systems.

- criteria for selection and establishment of PA

=> guidelines on designation of Natura 2000 are@asbased on the criteria of the Habitats and B

irds
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Directives, for each site a designation form is ptated and includes the habitats and species fahwhe
site is designated

=> priorities for acquisition of land to be estahked as are based on occurrence of protected sp&d
habitat types, representativeness and geogragtitodiion, and the aim to enlarge existing pradareas

- guidelines for management: description of varioaire types and recommended management meas
available on the regional websites
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4.2. To evaluate and improve the By 201Q frameworks for monitoring, evaluating and reporting

effectiveness of protected areas protected areas management effectiveness atrstsnal and

management. regional systems, and transboundary protectedevebs adopted
and implemented by Parties

- methods for monitoring of PA for evaluation of management effectiveness
Pilote studies for monitoring management effectesmnhave been carried out to determine methodalod)
time planning and are now implemented in severalreaeserves. A general monitoring for the evolutbf

habitats and species is carried out in most preteareas, as well as monitoring of nature developme

projects, monitoring of agri-environment measurésinting bag monitoring, reporting on forg
certifications. For NGO’s monitoring of specific espes and habitats and management measures
reporting is mandatory in the approved managemant p

- evaluation of habitat and species conservation stat Natura 2000 has been carried out based or
guidelines developed for the implementation of Hrt of the Habitats Directive concerning report
obligations. The evaluation has been carried gutid-geographical region. The report must sumreatie
conservation measures taken and their impact ooahgervation status for the targeted habitatsspadies
The summary report can be consulted_on: http:&amhet.europa.eu/be/eu/artl7/envrf6cg

See also species action plans for marine mamm&asQ@BANS).

- status and trends of protected areageports are published by the regions on regudarsband made
available on the respective websites. An overalbrewas published by the CBD National Focal Poimt
biodiversity in Belgium which also includes a chapin protected areas: Biodiversity in Belgium 2094
French and in Dutch) and will be updated in 2009.

On a yearly basis management, status and trergts/efnment reserves are being evaluated: in Flarger
the Research Institute for Nature & Forests (Httpwiv.natuurindicatoren.be) — a new monitoring
framework is being developed to enable better ewan of the impact of the management measures; in
Wallonia evaluation is done by the CCGRND, conswigacommissions on the management of
governement nature reserves in (Commissions catisels de gestion des réserves naturelles domahial
évaluates. For private reserves an evaluationne da the basis of the reports submitted by the NGO
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4.3.To assess and monitor protected| By 2010, national and regional systems are estadalito enable
area status and trends. effective monitoring of protected-area coveragatust and trends
at national, regional and global scales, and tsiaigsevaluating
progress in meeting global biodiversity targets

See previous answer.

4.4To ensure that scientific knowledg Scientific knowledge relevant to protected aredariter
contributes to the establishment and | developed as a contribution to their establishmeffectiveness,
effectiveness of protected areas and| and management

protected area systems.

- Scientific publications on ecological aspects datura 2000 sites have been published by each of
regions and the federal authority. The Institutesstientific research in the different regions &melNGO'’s

the
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also publish on a regular basis reports on theudieol of nature reserves and management implicaiaowl
on the status of nature, forests, water systenfernmation available on respective websites givdowe

- Scientific information exchange and networkinga platform on biodiversity research: EBPRS — BE:
http://www.biodiversity.be

- The Belgian Clearing-House Mechanism for CBDhandled by the National Focal Point at the Rd
Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences provides garall website for information on biodiversity aspein
Belgium and for indicating the links to regionabaiederal authorities as well as to NGO's:
http://www.biodiv.be

= Flemish Region: 2-yearly Nature Reports NARA, 2#eanvironment reports MIRA, yearl
update of nature indicators and publication of repn the EU Headline Indicators for Biodiversit
http://www.natuurindicatoren.béttp://www.nara.be
http://www.mira.be
http://www.natuurenbos.be

= Walloon Region:The latest publication, the Environmental Outloak #Wallonia 2008
brings together 140 key indicators which give ausghle insight into the state a
development of the environment (including proteactatlural sites)
http://natura2000.wallonie.be/
http://mrw.wallonie.be/dgrne/sibw/sites/home.html
http://environnement.wallonie.be/

= Brussels-Capital Region: Etat de 'Environnemefeport 2003-2006.
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/Templates/Higeau?.aspx?id=3036&langtype=2060

= Federal marine area: monitoring of ornithologicaportance of marine areas to prepare design:
of Special Protection Areas (SPAs) took place leyNUMM (Management Unit of the North S¢
Mathematical Models), reports and atlases on thehNBea area of Belgium
http://www.mumm.ac.be
http://www.VLIZ.be
http://www.interregnorthsea.oa www.euregioscheldemond.be
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Overview table with numbers and surface of variousypes of PA

An overall total surface for PA cannot be giversadaces of PA of several types are overlappirglyobr partially.
The total Natura 2000 surface in terrestrial zomaes to 12.6 % of the surface of Belgium, in mardoee about 12% of the Belgian
territorial sea and its exclusive economic zongeisignated as Natura 2000.

Brussels-Capital Flanders Wallonia Federal marine Belgium
Number | Area(ha) | Number | Area(ha) | Number |Area(ha) | Number | Area(ha) | Number | Area(ha)
Nature reserves
public nature reserves 13 117 368 145462 147 7 058 1 670 406 21083
private nature reserves - - 554 193022 135 2286 - - 767 20432
Natura 2000 3 2432 62 166187 240 220944 4 42305 310 428908
Forest reserves 2 112 47 2546 13 610 - - 61 4556
Forest special protection
areas” 4 587
Wetlands of biological
interest - - - - 51 1090 - - 49 1045
Caves - - - - 71 - - - 63 -
Natural parcs - - 1 5700 9 306971 - - 10 312167
Ramsar and other wetlands - - 4 5572 4 38528 1 1900 9 4600
Dune Protection Act:
protected dunes - - 135 1105 - - - - +117 1088

2 Of this total area being managed as a reservé®@®a&nr = 73) has a formal recognition by minisiedecision as nature reserve
3 Of this total area 13.681 ha (nr = 331) has médrecognition by ministerial decision as nat@gerve
4 Arrété du Gouvernement de la Région de Bruxellagi@le donnant a certaines parties de la For8oilgnes le statut de zone de protection spéciale
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