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O V E R V I E W  P R E S E N T A T I O N

• Introduction to the Clearing-House Mechanism

• Cooperation and the CHM

• CHM website



Introduction to the Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM)

• Various definitions:
• A central agency for the collection, classification, and 

distribution, especially of information; broadly: an informal 
channel for distributing information or assistance

• A central institution or agency for the collection, maintenance, 
and distribution of materials, information, etc.

• A central organization which collects and sends out 
information for other people or organizations.

 Information exchange services

What is a Clearing-House?



Introduction to the Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM)

• Adopts the mission, goals & objectives for the period 2011-
2020

Encourages Parties to:
• Continue to establish national CHM
• Contribute to cooperation initiatives for the CHM
• Include support for the CHM when requesting GEF Funding for 

NBSAPs
• Encourages Partners to contribute to the CHM network.

Decision X/15 on the CHM (COP10):



Introduction to the Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM)

• To contribute significantly to the implementation of 
- the Convention on Biological Diversity 
- and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

• through 
- effective information services 
- and other appropriate means 

• in order to promote and facilitate 
- scientific and technical cooperation, 
- knowledge sharing, 
- and information exchange,

and to establish a fully operational network of Parties and 
partners.

Decision X/15 on the CHM (COP10):



Introduction to the Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM)

Objectives:

• Goal 1: The central clearing-house mechanism provides 
effective global information services to facilitate the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-
2020

• 1.3. Effective information exchange services are fully 
operational.



Introduction to the Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM)

Objectives (continued):

• 1.4. The CBD Secretariat facilitates the development of a 
network of experts and practitioners among Parties and 
partners.

• 1.5. Guidance is available for Parties and partners to 
exchange information through the clearing-house mechanism 
network



Introduction to the Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM)

Objectives (continued):

Goal 2: National clearing-house mechanisms provide effective 
information services to facilitate the implementation of the 
national biodiversity strategies and action plans.

• 2.1. All Parties have the capacity to sustain effective national 
clearing-house mechanisms.

• 2.2. High-quality national clearing-house mechanism websites 
are available.



Introduction to the Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM)

Objectives (continued):

• 2.3. National information is exchanged through the clearing-
house mechanism network.

• 2.4. Parties collaborate and share knowledge through the 
clearing-house mechanism network.

• 2.5. Partners and the CBD Secretariat have contributed to the 
development of national clearing-house mechanisms. 



Technical and scientific cooperation under the CBD

• Who are the people you want to collaborate with?

• How can you stimulate cooperation between them?

• What type of information do they need to choose their 
collaborators?

• What type of information do you want to make public?



• Information is available, but access to information is not 
always possible or easy:

• laws, research, “best practices”, trans-boundary, funding 
opportunities, who does what? 

• Identify information gaps
• Validate the information
• Decentralised versus centralised

• Intellectual property rights.

Exchange of information to promote 
cooperation and public awareness at national level



• Improve public awareness on the Convention
• Country studies, redlists, relation between the    

conventions
• Target audiences: policy decision makers, youth, teachers, 

general public
• Motivate the public by observation campaigns on 

biodiversity
• Publish news and events on a regular basis on the 

website.

Exchange of information to promote 
cooperation and public awareness at national level



One of the tools available for the CHM
Information portals:
• On the Convention
• Implementation on national level of the CBD
• Information on biodiversity
• Cooperation
• Other sources of information on the Internet
• Use available information
• Create only new information that is not available elsewhere 

on the Internet (otherwise: link)

National CHM website



Make information available that is difficult to obtain inside and 
outside the country.

Most visited pages on the CHM websites:
• National reports
• News
• Events
• Country studies
• National strategies and action plans on biodiversity
• Actors
• Frequently asked questions about biodiversity.

National CHM website



1996 -2006: Parties developed own CHM

2006 – 2020:  60 + Parties used the Portal Toolkit (PTK) 
developed by the EU and Member states

2010- now: Parties used common URL: http://xx.chm-cbd.net

2017 – 2020: Development of the Bioland tool by the 
Secretariat of the CBD and the EU. Further development based 
on decision COP14/25

National CHM website
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Thank you! Rusuzi National Park, Burundi, Photo@H. de Koeijer
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